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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Candace Alien House is a significant monument in the social 
and architectural history of Providence. The family responsible for 
erecting the house was prominent in Rhode Island business, politics 
and social affairs. And the building's designer was one of the state's 
most important and diversified early XIX Century carpenter-architects. ̂

Candace Alien, for whom this house was built, x-;as a daughter of 
Zachariah Alien, Sr., who introduced calico printing to New England. 
Her brother, Philip, who managed the familycotton textile interests, 
was governor and then senator from Rhode Island in the 1850's. Her 
brother Zachariah, Jr., who went into the woolen business, x^as well 
knov/n as an inventor, making many improvements in textile machinery and 
in techniques for fire-proofing mill buildings. Candace Alien's fiance 
was killed in the War of 1812 and, according to tradition, her family 
built this house for her by way of consolation. It has been occupied 
by members of the Alien family ever since.

John Holden Greene, Providence's most important carpenter-architect 
in the first three decades of the XIX Century, designed the Candace 
Alien house. Members of the Alien family were evidently pleased with 
the result, for in 1822-23 Greene built the Allendale Woolen Mill for 
Zachariah Alien, Jr. The house is the earliest extant example remaining 
from a series of urbane brick dwellings Greene produced which reflect 
a familiarity with the pattern books written by Asher Benjamin. Their 
overall design, however, is particularly Greene 's; so much so, in fact, 
that they have become known locally as the cardinal Providence house 
type.

This series of houses reflect the domestic tastes and life style 
of wealthy Providence families in the decade of the 1820 's. The majorit 
of the remaining examples have been converted to institutional uses. 
Alone among them, the Candace Alien House has remained in one family. 
In its decor and furnishings, it reflects the evolution of that family's 
tastes and life style over a period of 150 years.
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7. Description (continued)

The scale, placement and detail of this stair suggest that it was more than 
just a service stair. At the end of the main entrance hall at the back 
of the house, where in the XVIII Century a rear door would have been placed, 
is a small cloak room.

The detail and decor of the interior of the Candace Alien House reflecl 
the tastes of a succession of occupants. The house retains much of its ori­ 
ginal woodwork and marble mantlepieces. The matched grey and white mantels 
in the double parlors are particularly handsome. Curiously, they reflect 
a carpenter's approach to design. Mid-XIX Century interior alterations 
include a tile floor in the entrance hall, a heavy balustrade and octagonal 
newel post on the main staircase, and massive, complex plaster cornice 
mouldings. The house contains an unusually fine and varied-collection of 
XIX Century wall papers.

GPO 921-724
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The Candace Alien house of 1818-1822 on College Hill is \typical of 
the Federal-style houses which John Holden Greene designed for sf
citizens of Providence 'in the early XIX Century. The symmetry 
block-like structure is broken only by the ell projecting from the west 
side of the house. The two and a half storey house has a monitor on hip 
roof and four tall end-wall chimneys.^ffhe exterior walls are a handsome 
pressed brick,layed up in Flemish bond on the main facade, common bond on 
rear and side elevations. The house is set on a high gray-white granite 
foundation; the base of the rather grand projected central portico and 
gracious front steps are of the same stone. Fenestration on the Candace 
Alien House is regular. The windows, set with white marble lintels and 
sills, are 6/6 double hung sash, with the exception of the first floor 
main facade windows, which are triple hung. Originally the house had a 
roof parapet of alternating closed panels and balusters. A similar, but 
more delicate parapet probably surmounted the monitor roof as well. The 
ell on the west was enlarged in the mid-XIX Century. The house is in 
good condition*and the fabric is well maintained.

The chief feature of the exterior of the Candace Alien House is the 
central bay of the main facade. Here a modified palladian elliptical 
fanlight window (nov; partially closed with a loovered shutter) surmounts 
an elegant portico with paired corinthian columns and ornate entablature. 
The window repeats the form of the entrance below with its fan and side­ 
lights. A subsidiary entrance in the southwest corner between the main 
block of the house and the ell has a less monumental treatment.

Individual details of the exterior of the Candace Alien House deserve 
attention, as they contribute important grace notes to the orchestration 
of the overall design:,the roof cornice with its carved modillions, bead 
and tassel mouldings; the precise and extremely narrow raked joints of the 
brickwork; the delicate wrought iron balconies and stair railings, and 
the cast ioon-gothic fence surrounding the house on Magee and Benevolent 
streets; the incised lines cut into the lintels, a characteristic John 
Holden Greene motif, relating nicely to the applied mouldings articulating 
the panelled surfaces of the roof monitor.

The Candace Alien House has one dependency, a brick carriage house 
contemporary with the house. It is a modestly-scaled structure, with low 
hipped roof and corbelled cornice. Its main (east) facade has twin two- 
storey blind arches; in the lower portion of each is a portal and in the;- 
•upper part a round-headed loft window. The ground floor retains^a carriag 
turn table. ,-' - -^rv

The layout of the interior of the house basically follows the four 
room, central plan—an XVIII Century holdover. This traditional format 
is modified in several ways. The main floor on the east side of thej.house 
has a double parlor, the rooms separated by sliding double doors. West '. 
of the central hall is a large dining room and small study. Between them 
is a vestibule leading into the ell and a subsidiary staircase which led 
up from the entrance in the southwest re-entrant angle of the house.

(continued)
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