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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (// known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The hipped-roof structure contains wo chimneys and an ell at bhe 
rear with a third lar~e chirTiey. The plan is atypical because of a 
ballroom which rune across the entire front of the second floor 
although in Many respects it corresponds to the four-square, hipped 
roof, central hallway form. i he second floor ballroom causes ohe 
stairs to be located in the rear instead of between the two front 
rooms, They are coy.plcte.ly enclosed, with two doors, one of tier.: from 
the rear of the front hallway, the other fron the tqproon, Th3 ha].l 
above, containing the stair-well, surrounded by a nlain rail a id 
uprights, is quite spacious (1G by 11 feet) and provides a signified 
approach to the ballroom. The latter, on one side panelled its 
entire length of thirty-seven feet and containing two fireplaces, mahes 
a fine room, ihe other three sides have panelled dadoes and wl:ie.ows 
with 24 light sashes. Two small bedrooms with walls sheathed joth 
vertically and horizontally in ohe name room complete the upstairs 
of the main portion of the building. ..t a lower level and entered 
through a low diocr at the rear of the hallway into the ell are several 
more small rooms and a narrow stairway leadin; eown to a small room 
bach of the kitchen.

The two front rooms on trie first floor contain panelled fireplace walls, 
uadoes end foldiny interior shutters. The taproom behind, has panelling 
over the fireplace with both vortical and. horizontal sheathing on the 
walls. In one corner stands a bar be ind which is a door to the bar- 
pantry lined with shelves, and another door lea^iri'" 'io the parlor. Above 
the counter L.re slender up-ri,;;hts for^iiny a grill with a narrow wicket 
that slides up and down.. .1

The ell was burned in 1942 in a fire which was stopped at the rear of 
the -lipped-roof main section of the house. In 19^5 the restoration 
of the central section of bhe buildin;- was completed by kr. Edwin C. 
Litwin; at the same time the reconstruction of the rear ell was 
completed in such a way as to conform to the old foundations as well 
as to the exterior walls. ^Ithourh no attempt at restoration was in 
tended the owners knowledge oT and appreciation of the oririnal lay-out 
combined, with lir. Lit win ! s use of old wood and period fittings have 
achieved an addition which is well integrated with the original, hip- 
roofed Geor.rian structure.

Terr", Old Inns of Connecticut

JrA XX

in 
m

70

n



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

f~| Pre-Columbian ' I I 16th Century 

Q 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) -7G7
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

Q Prehistoric

Q Historic 
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I | Architecture 

D Art 
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| | Engineering
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The bialldinp is the second oldest now suandinr in Colebrook. It 
forms the focal point for the second of Colebrook's two Historic 
Districts, -.'he main section preserves many original features   
plaster, panelain^, ana even paint, scraped back to the first coat,
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aroon:s unusua n a as
pli'ce| the Inn sipn hanrrs in the front hall, and i 
furnished, downstairs adth original pieces.

taproom vrith a bar n 
larel

Jh.e iiouc-e has been in the ::a::.e fa:.dl;* since the land was allotted 
in 17-0 to the original proprietors, one of whom was Josiah Phelps, 
rrandfather of the builder Car>tain .xrah Phelps who was t;ie inn 
keeper for fifty years. He built it as a horse chanpe stop for 
the hartford-vilbany T-:.n:pii:e. The horsebarn still stands, as -,lo 
many of the builainps of the fan:: which came to be knov-n as one 
of the nest successful in the county durin.r: the latter p;:rt of 
the nineteenth century.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q^*"? State^.-4Jfl Local | |

State Liaison Officer aru Olv.iiT.-.j 
Title Co'-'necticut Historical Comiiissioi

Date January ?, 1971

STATE CODE

Connecticut 09

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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