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1. Name !

and/or common /"Gbttprwoo driver Bridge

2. Location
KS./7V

state iM118^8 V code 2P: , e county Qhase : ; , co

3 .'-''^Bk"« • : ; ' ; - ' m mm '. .. - •• . .. i ,-.•'' J •- •' -: ...~. -•• .'.. .-:• ™. :3*-i -.i . ;,i-.!l: "v. ,-i ..:.:.; J.'.i-'.i 1 '! : •' : -. •• > _..:.- ,- ,, 
. Classification ,^ ^ , - : ; n,-, ,.^ : ,•;;,,, ; ;

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district x public occupied agriculture mus
building(s) private _K_ unoccupied commercial x park

_2L_ structure both work in progress {educational privz
site Public Acquisition Accessible j entertainment relig
object in process yes: restricted government scie

being considered x yes: unrestricted industrial tranj
N/A no military othe

4. Owner of Property
: ':"•:" : ; :- : ' : : l :' : '• ' ; : : : : 

name Chase County i

street & number Chase County Courthouse
' ' : : : ' : : •:'".«'' :

city, town Cottonwood Falls N/^A-i-- Vicinity of : state Kansas

5. Location of Legal Description
: ' : i! : • •! ': '" Jl •' !' ' i ' • i - i • • '

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Register of Deeds |
' " •• . ; '• li-i.i •;.: •''.;. : 

street & number chase County Courthouse "i 1 ;- 1

city, town Cottonwood Falls j M state Kansas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Bridges — 1 M M i 

title Kan^ac? Denarfmpnt nf Trnncjnrvrt^f -i nn has this property been determined eligible?Ivdllocio JL/wL/ci J- L. Hit- 11 1- UJ_ X J-dllt> ULJ I_ L", l,B ,J, ^JIl • ; " *;.!-. **

de 17 .:•:.,

jum

ite residence 
ious 
itific 
iportation
r:

ves X no
M

1 :• • ' ' ; i ! : : '"•'• ; :

date 1980-83 fed«jral x state county local

• : i

depository for survey records Kansas State Historical Socletv

city, town Topeka state Kansas

' " '. ,. \\ . . • "i



Condition
excellent
good

fair

Check one
x deteriorated unaltered

ruins altered '
unexposed

Check one
_JK_ original site

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Cottonwood River Bridge in Cottonwood Falls is a triple filled spandrel arch 
bridge. It is 207 feet long and 34 feet wide curb to curb. The roadway is situated 25^ 
feet above normal water level. The bridge was initially closed to traffic and as part of a "Green 
Thumb project" has been converted to a park area and fishing bridge^ Although this 
represents a good adaptive use for the structure, gates installed at each approach make it 
extremely difficult for machinery to get close enough to clear away the drift that 
collects against the piers.. The concrete has deteriorated in various areas of the bridge 
and portions of the railing are missing. Presently the railings ha-ve hecomerso unstable that 
the county commissioners have determined to fettcfe 'bffl'tfte'-^ trespassing signs,

The bridge consists of a series of reinforced concrete arch ri:ngs wrhich spring from 
and are disposed between the abutments and piers. Reinforced; concreteippandrel walls rise 
from each .side-vQf the ̂ archi ring; afl<i aire used-tb retain thejleartnen 'fill whifch liba^s the 
arch. Tnis earthen^lbading^'allQw^^
strengthen the :archv The ̂ turned balusters of the railjing are loca|ed on Soth sl.des of 
the floor line. The roadway is cantilevered by the use ofj|bracketii over the 21 f wide arch



8. Significance
Areas off Significance—Check and justify below

1400-1499

1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

x 1900-

archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture
art

commerce
communications

conservation
economics

x engineering
exploration/settlement
industry

invention

law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater

x transportation
other (specify)

Specific, dates Builder/Architect Missouri Valley Bridge and Iron Company

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) , . > .." .
The Cottohwbod"River : BrIdge"at"Cottonwood Falls, Kansas retains its integrity of 

location, design, setting, materials, feeling, and association. It embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of a type and method of construction no longer being used 
namely the construction of a roadway supported by a reinforced concrete arch ring which is 
loaded by an earthen fill which, in turn, is retained by reinforced concrete spandrel 
walls. This bridge may yield information important to the history of engineering.

. /_..... M-.^ -;r< : y . •

. ,6,^914, ,,a ̂ 'No^ce ̂tQ Bridge Contract or s"bwas A published ̂ ifrthe-Chase1 County 
Leader:rrf(^rf the:; bu^.ldjLng of .a reinf orcpd- : cQnerete :bridgg:^cross the^Cottbnwbbd ̂ riv^r in 
Cottonwood Falls, Kansas." On August 13, 1914, the Leader announced!  the<'C0tttract'4iad been 
let to the Missouri Valley Bridge and Iron Company. Their bid was $13,700. The contract 
called for work to begin on August 15, and for completion by December 1, 1914.

F. L. Rice, who was in charge of the work, gave November 1 as his completion target 
according to the August 27 Leader. He was also quoted as saying the bridge would be one 
of the best of its size being, "neat and artistic," in appearance.

By October 15, the Leader was reporting the bridge's progress to be "moving rapidly." 
The piers were completed and work was underway on the arches.

The bridge was accepted by the county commissioners on December 17, 1914 according to 
an article in the December 24, 1914 issue of the Chase County Leader.

THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet, item #9..

Acreage of nominated property less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Cnt-1- nnwonA T?a Qg 9 Kans. 
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Verbal boundary description and justification
That: Property :on jandl over; which.the bridge^is Built on the north edge of; Cottonwood 
Falls, Kans as.;; Nils, S29;,.iTl9S,E8E. Includes bridge superstructure plus supporting 

.... • pjler-s.-and, abutments • i: T :..•..•....' .-.:'• .^''^ :•'•• ••••-•..-. ''• ' :-"-~- :' ' ; - •'••' : '' "•• '--^'-.'.-•'< .•^.•.<^-.-.. • : ->
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Larry Jochims , Research; Histqrian and Michael Snell;

organization Kansa§ State Historical Society date ; 2/20/B5

street & number 10th and Jackson Streets telephone (913) 296-2973

city or town
Topeka

state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

.__ national _x_ state __ local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Kansas State Historical Society date
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