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1. Name of Property 
historic name Charlemont Vi l lani j Hi^^f.nrii: n u t r i r t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number nn1h<i i r i f ^^ ,vF tft ? (M. i in <;;- ) r r i ^ i r h l y hmm-i-^'-! cjm|..;.iyfiot (or publication 
city, town 1 Sc.. in the east and Hdrmont .St. in the west 
- i a i M M f t i 

'J/.d vicinity^ 
state I Ic code U^5 county r r u n i < 1 i n code Oil zip code 01339 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 

[XI private 
public-local 

I I public-State 
r~1 public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
I ](district 
• site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

87 

1 
90 

24 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

24 Total 
Name of related multiple properly listing: 

m 
Number ot contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register !̂ 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In mv pin ion, the prppertyJID meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official E x e c f w r i v e D i r e c t o r , Date / 

i'lassaghLi<;3tis Mi c.toric^ I I'.orir:! <;^if^n , .StriT?^ l-ii-^torii- ?r-^K.>r\iftri hn 
State or Federal agency and bureau ' - ' t t 1 c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q s e e continuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
• other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Char lemon t V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Charlemont, Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

domestic i ndus t r y 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

domestic 
comerce t r a n s p o r t a t i o n commerce 
soc ia l soc ia l 
r e l i g i o n r e l i q i o n 
ay r i cu1 tu re 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 
foundation N/A 
walls wood, b r i ck 

breeK Revival 
Late V i c t o r i a n ; Queen Anne, s t i c k roof sh ing le 

other N/A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Charlemont Vi l lage His tor ic D i s t r i c t , located in Charlemont, 
Massachusetts, in northeastern Frankl in County, is si tuated pr imar i ly on an 
approximately one-mile-long segment of Route 2, a major east-west ar tery 
runnning the length of the Commonwealth from Boston to North Adams. Situated 
in the f loodplain of the Deerfield River, which borders the d i s t r i c t in the 
South, the Charlemont Vi l lage Histor ic D i s t r i c t covers a 50 acre 
d i s t r i c t begins at the eastern end of Charlenront Vi l lage on Main 
the f i r s t house (#1 on the enclosed sketch map) is located. The 
extends west for about one mile to include a l l properties f ron t ing on Main 
Street un t i l the intersect ion with Rice Road, where the last structure (#70) 
is found, as well as a l l the properties on tl ie streets intersect ing Main 
Street on the north side between Rice Road and North Heath Road. 

area. The 
Street where 
d i s t r i c t 

At the approximate center of the v i l l a g e , a concrete bridge (once a wooden 
covered bridge) crosses Mi l l Brook, and another smaller stream crosses under 
Main Street at the western end of the d i s t r i c t . Trees and vegetation along 
the side streets are qui te verdant, and forest borders the d i s t r i c t on the 
h i l l s i d e of the northeast edge. As Main Street was widened to create Route 2, 
many of the trees that once l ined the main thoroughfare were undoubtedly cut 
down. Many of the properties on the south side of Main Street extend to the 
edge of the Deerfield River. 

The proposed d i s t r i c t defines a l inear settlement of unusual density for rura l 
Massachusetts. There are 111 bu i ld ings, 2 site§,and 1 object ; of which 87 
bu i ld ings; 2 sites,and 1 object are cont r ibu t ing . While some of the buildings 
are mid-to- late-eighteenth-century dwel l ing. Most were erected between 
ISOOand 1850. Most of the bui ldings are set bacK between ten and f o r t y feet 
from the main road, with a number of bui ldings standing only t h i r t y feet apart 
from each other. 

The d i s t r i c t contains a var ie ty of r es i den t i a l , mixed resident ial /commercial , 
and i ns t i t u t i ona l bu i ld ings, and one factory . The primary arch i tectura l sty le 
of the d i s t r i c t is Greek Revival, with a few ear l i e r (Colonial and Federal) 
and later (Queen Anne, Victor ian Vernacular and Romanesque Revival) types. 
Most of the bui ldings are two-one-hal f -story, wood frame structures with gable 
roofs and clapboard s id ing . Many have pedimented end gables to the st reet and 
pi lastered corner boards. Mul t i -colored patterned slate shingle roofs are 
common. In general, the structures remain unaltered, though some are 

^^ t f i ^ i f iT f l "?6rm^^^ l f ; i th^>82^SfS^%f l f l "Rate jJ^^ ' ' ]3^ l ] i ^ i i 
the mixed-use bui ldings are now only residences. QSee continuation sheet 

Descriptions of key and representative bui ldings fo l low in chronological order: 
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Charlemont Inn (circa 1787, MHC #33, photo #8) is a very important bui ld ing 
wi th in the d i s t r i c t . The e a r l i e s t , central section of th is Federal Inn is a 
f ive-bay, two-and-a-half-story wood frame bui ld ing with double chimneys and 
three small gabled dormers cn the side gdbled roof . An addit ion to the rear 
of the main bu i ld ing , ca. 1830, enlarged the k i tchen. During the late 
nineteenth century d porch was constructed cn three sides of the Federal 
bu i ld ing . A twc-story f l a t - roo fed dining room wing, with many rooms above, 
was b u i l t on to the west circa 1915. Another simi lar wing was added to the 
east in 1923. In 1930, the southern portion of the porch was removed, and the 
eastern and western sections were later f i l l e d i n . The bu i ld ing 's numerous 
renovations have substant ia l ly al tered the in te r io r and few or ig ina l features 
remain. 

Baptist Church (circa 1803, MHC #8), now a Catholic Church, was o r i g i na l l y 
located about one mile west of the present d i s t r i c t , and was nteved to i t s 
current location in 1819. At the la t te r date the structure was substant ia l ly 
a l tered. Among other th ings, the corner p i las ters were removed. At present 
the bui ld ing is a one-and-a-half-story Greek Revival frame structure with 
pedimented, f ron t - fac ing gable. A f ront porch with pedimented arch was ddded 
l a te r , and the bui ld ing has been aluminum sided. 

The Ansel L. Tyler House (circa 1820, MHC # 11) is a f ive-bay Federal 
clapboard structure with side gabled roof and a one-and-a-half-story rear 
e l l . Additions to the bu i ld ing include a Victor ian-era south-facing bay 
window, and a modern f ron t bay and porch. Another example of a Federal home 
is the J.N. Richards House (circa 1825, MHC #20). 

The Vi l lage Schoolhouse (circa 1831, MHC #14) is a simple two-and-a-half-story 
Greek Revival clapboard bu i ld ing with pedimented gable-end roof. The 
vernacular s ty le of th i s s t ructure is s t i l l evident despite the addit ion of a 
porch df ter the bu i ld ing was converted to a residence ca. 1907. 

The G. Mayhew House (circa 1855, MHC #22) is an excellent example of the 
archi tectural t rans i t ion from the Federal to the Greek Revival s t y le . The 
shape and bay arrangement of th i s twc-and-d-half s to ry , gabled roof , frame 
house is Federa l is t , and quite typ ica l of many early nineteenth century 
residences in the v i l l a g e . But the corner p i laster t r i m , wide cornice beard, 
pedimented end gables, and entablatured door mark the beginnings of the Greek 
Revival s t y l e , which would become the v i l lages predominant arch i tectura l s ty le 
in the 1840s. 

conti mjed 
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The C. Mayhew Farm (circa 1840, MHC #29), by contrast, is c lear ly a Greek 
ReviVdl s t ructure. The cne-and-a-half story frame house beasts a cclonnated 
recessed entry at the south facade, with f lu ted Doric columns, and side corner 
pi laster and cornice t r im . The bay window on the east side is a later 
add i t ion . The house also has an attached barn as well as an unaltered barn. 

The Snath Factory (c irca 1840, MHC #36), though b u i l t around the same time as 
the Mayhew house, is a much simpler Greek Revival bu i ld ing . The only 
decoration cn th is two-and-a-half s to ry , frame structure is a pediment on the 
end gdble. The plain s ty le is consistent with i t s use as a factory for making 
woode handles for metal too ls . 

The Methodist Church (circa 1840, MHC #13) ,o r ig ina l l y outside the v i l l a g e , was 
moved to i t s present locations in 1861. The simple Greek Revival structure is 
twc-and-a-half s tory , frame bui ld ing with pedimented end gable. When the 
church Wds moved in 1861 a lower basement was added, the windows were altered 
and the shutters removed. In 1963, the b e l f r y and steeple were removed. 

A. H. Marcy's Tin Shop (circa 1840, MHC #10) is one of several mixed-use 
structures b u i l t in Chalemont Vi l lage in the mid-1800s. The 
two-and-a-half-story, frame bui ld ing has pi lastered corner t r i m , entablature 
and gable-end pediment. The f i r s t f loor s toref ront is the only one in the 
v i l l age with or ig ina l glazing and door i n f i l l . Despite two Victor ian bays, 
added in the late 1800s and a twentieth century f i l l e d in porch, the bui ld ing 
retains fnuch of i t s or ig ina l character. Other mixed-use Greek Revival 
structures dating to the mid-180Qs include the W. E. Niles hcuse/storefront 
(circa 1840, MHC #23) a one-and-a-half-story, steep-roofed frame cottage with 
an unusual central tower/dormer added ca. 1880, that saddles the ridge of the 
roof. A simple one-story early nineteenth century s toref ront is attached to 
the west and a twent ieth-century, twc-story e l l to the east. 

The Wells Corner Store (circa 1845, MHC #16) is also a mixed-use Greek Revival 
str uctur e. Or i g i n a l l y a two-and-a-half-story frame bui ld ing with pedimented 
f ront gable and s toref ront . The bui ld ing has undergone a l terat ions including 
changes to the s tore f ron t , f l a t - roo fed addit ion to the rear in 1894. Tyler 's 
Store (circa 1840s, MHC #15) is also a mixed use, Greek Revival bui ld ing of 
twc-and-a-half-stor ies with pedimented gable. 

The Federated (o r i g i na l l y CcngregaticndQChurch (circa 1845, MHC #9) is a 
well-preserved Greek Revival s t ruc tu re . The cne-and-a-half-story frame 
bui ld ing has six cclonnated p i las ters supporting a pedimented gable and 
incomplete steeple. The stained gldss windows are o r i g i n a l , but an e l l to the 
east was added in the twentieth century. The pa sonage to th is church (circa 
1845, MHCtr37) is next door to the east. Also a Greek Revival bu i ld ing , the 
parsonage is a one-and-a-half-story frame cdpe. 

continued 



NPS Fom 1»«aO« OMS AppmM No. 102*001$ 
(MS) 

United States Department of the interior ^ 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Charlei^ont Vi l lane Histor ic D i s t r i c t 
« .. . 7 _ 3 Charlemont, Massacnusetts Section number Page 

Avery's Store (circa 1855, MHC #24) is an unusually large mixed-use Greek 
Revival s t ructure. In addi t ion to a s to re f ron t , th is three-and-a-hal f -story 
frame structure had several upstairs apartments. The bui ld ing is four bays 
wide, very deep (perhaps seven bays, with i r regular fenes t ra t ion) , has a 
pedimented f r cn t - fac ing gable, and p i l as te r s . Despite twentieth century 
a l terat ions the f i r s t f loor s tore f ront essent ia l ly remains in i t s or ig ina l 
conf igurat ions. 

The Bemis Block (circa 1890, MHC #28) is a mixed-use Victor ian brick block of 
three s tones and a f l a t roof . The project ing bracketed wood, two-story bay 
windows on the south e levat ion, and decorative brickwork at the cornice and 
second f loor ce i l i ng l i n e , are features of a seemingly urban s t ruc ture . 

Goodwin Hall (circa 1892, MHC #18) is the second of three brick bui ldings 
b u i l t in the v i l l age . This s impl i f ied Romanesque Revival town hal l is a 
rectangular t a l l two-story, hip-roofed structur e with a large arched entrance, 
carved red granite t r i m , decorative brick d e t a i l i n g , and a four -s tdry clock 
tower (added in 1894). 

Odd Fellows Hall (circa 1901, MHC #32) is the only wood frame, 
non-residential bu i ld ing in the v i l l age . A two-and-a-half-story s impl i f ied 
late Victor ian s t ruc ture , th i s social ha l l has a large hipped and gabled slate 
roof , some f ish-sca le shingles in the a t t i c gable-end w a l l , and 
twelve-over-two sash features. 

Char lemont High School (circa 1907, MHC #31) is the t h i r d of three brick 
structures in the v i l l age d i s t r i c t . This Classicdl Revival bu i ld ing is a 
t a l l two-story st ructure with a hipped shingled roof and center cupola. A 
gabled dormer wi th returns extends f i v e bays across the facade. The two f ront 
entrances have gabled porticos with returns supported by simple columns. The 
structure has a concrete block foundation and concrete window s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s . The windows were o r i g i n a l l y a l l four over two, but some have been 
boarded over or replaced. 

There is only one int rusion b u i l t into th is d i s t r i c t , that of a convenience 
store/gas s t a t i on , at the s i t e of an 1891 g r i s t m i l l thdt burnt in 1935. 
Portions of the m i l l foundation and re ta in ing wal l are s t i l l v i s i b l e . While 
not intrusions as such, the widening of Route 2 with i t s consequent loss of 
trees and replacement of br idges, detracts from the or ig ina l character cf the 
d i s t r i c t during i t s period of s ign i f icance. 

continued 
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Ar chaeclcgy 

One prehis tor ic s i t e (19-247) is cur rent ly recorded in the d i s t r i c t and 
several addi t ional s i tes are located wi th in close proximity (2-3 mi les) . 
Given the d i s t r i c t s r i ve r ine loca t ion , which assured access to several 
seasonal resources, the area would have been a t t rac t i ve to Native Americans. 
While mid 18th and 19th century res ident ia l and indus t r ia l settlement may have 
disturbed or destroyed nat ive s i t e s , the potent ia l for s ign i f i can t prehis tor ic 
s i tes wi th in the d i s t r i c t remains high. 

There is also a high potent ial for s ign i f i can t h i s t o r i ca l archaeological 
remains wi th in the. d is t r i c t . Archaeological survey and l imi ted tes t ing could 
help to define the extent of possible 18th century res ident ia l settlement as 
well as 18th and 19th century g r i s tm i l l s , sawmi l l s , tanneries and other smaller 
industr ies few of which survive dbove the ground. In dddi t icn to s t ruc tura l 
remdins cf homes dnd m i l l s , there is also a high potent ia l for s ign i f i can t 
18th and 19th century occupation-related features (trash p i t s , p r i v ies , we]ls) 
around many of the ex is t ing houses and possible archaeological s i tes in the 
d i s t r i c t . Analysis of these features would assist in def in ing the soc ia l , 
c u l t u r a l , and economic factors which characterized ru ra l l i f e in Charlemont. 



8. Statement of Signif icance Cha r l emon t V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , CharTetwi t—Ttas 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to otfier properties: ' ^ac u s e t t s 

• nationally O statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria E Z I B Q C I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A \ Z ] B Q C ^ D [ ^ E Q F | | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r r h i t P r t i i y . . ^ 1740-1915 

Commerce 
Settloment 
Industry 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Cultural Affiliation 

iUA 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
tl/A M/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Charlemont Vi l lage His tor ic D i s t r i c t , in Charlemont, Massachusetts, 
retains i n teg r i t y of locat ion, design, se t t i ng , mater ia ls, f ee l i ng , and 
associat ion. The period of s igni f icance runs from the early 1740s, when 
Charlemont was f i r s t se t t l ed , to 1915, when the construction of Route 2 caused 
the decline of th is t ransportat ion and commercial node. The period of 
greatest growth for the v i l l age occurred in the f i r s t - h a l f of the nineteenth 
century. Expanding population and improvement of the Mohawk Tra i l or River 
Road led to the construction of several commercial i n d u s t r i a l , re l i g ious , and 
res ident ia l s t ructures. The d i s t r i c t is a rch i tec tu ra l l y s ign i f i can t for i ts 
number of well-preserved or intact Greek Revial s t ructures, as well as for 
ear l ie r (Colonial and Federal) and la te r (Romanesque Revial and Victorian 
Vernacular) s ty les . The area is s ign i f i can t on a local l eve l , meeting 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Histor ic Places. 

The Town of Charlemont was o r i g i n a l l y surveyed as Boston Township No. 1 in 
1736, and included present day Charlemont, as well as t e r r i t o r y to the north 
that now is part of Rowe and Heath. Or ig ina l l y , the area was known as the 
plantat ion at Charley's Mount. Native Americans p r inc ipa l l y the Pocumtuck 
t r i b e , appear to have used the area as hunting and f i sh ing grounds; however, 
no actual settlement is known to have been established in Charlemont. 

In the early 1740s, three white fami l ies the Rivers, Taylors, and Hawks, 
attempted settlement in Charlemont. The f e r t i l e Deerf ield f lood p la in , 
abundant local f i sh and game, as well as numerous waterpower si tes at t racted 
the early s e t t l e r s . Moses Rice established his house and farm about a hal f 
mile west of the proposed d i s t r i c t . Just east of the Rice settlement was Rice 
Fort, one of the " l ine of f o r t s " constructed along the northern h i l l s of 
Massachusetts over to New York in the 1740s. Another number of Rice fami ly , 
Aaron Rice, established the f i r s t g r i s t m i l l in Charlemont in 1745, on Mi l l 
Brook in the middle of the v i l l age d i s t r i c t . 

See continuation sheet 
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Despite the presence of the f o r t , the f i r s t se t t l e rs retreated to Deerfield 
fo l lowing the attack and destruct ion of Fort Massachusetts near North Adams by 
French and Indian forces in 1746. Soon thereafter Rice's house was burned 
In 1748, at the close of the f i r s t French and Indian War, Rice and the other 
two fami l ies returned to Charlemont. By 1752 there were about eleven famil ies 
l i v i n g wi th in the township. The fo l lowing year Charlemont was formally 
organized as a plantat ion and construction cf a meetinghouse began. Then , in 
1755, during the second French and Indian War, Moses Rice and four others were 
k i l l e d in a Native American attack referred to as the "Rice Massacre". Danger 
from native attacks kept Charlemont's develpment at a crawl u n t i l 1762, when 
the Seven Years War ended. 

Between 1762 and 1765 the plantat ion experienced tremendous growth, increasing 
from a population of t h i r t y fami l ies to 665 residents. In 1765, Charlemont 
was incorporated as a township. Many of the new inhabitants came from 
Lancaster, Deer f ie ld , and Worcester, Massachusetts. Construction of a second 
meetinghouse was undertaken in 1762; however, l i k e the one begun in 1753, i t 
was never completed. Despite growing population concentrations along the 
Mohawk Tra i l in the v i l l age and in East Charlemont, most of Charlemont's new 
residents were widely scattered throughout the town. Thus, when a meetinghouse 
was f i n a l l y completed in 1772, i t was located fur ther north in the geographic 
center of Char lemont^ in what is presently Heath. Another meetinghouse, th is 
one Bapt ist , was erected in 1803, jus t west of the d i s t r i c t . In 1819 ,the 
church (MHC #8) was moved to i t s present locat ion in the v i l l age d i s t r i c t . 

Charlemont's residents l ived pr imar i l y o f f the land, using the f e r t i l e 
Deerfield f lood plain for crop production and the uplands for l ivestock 
grazing. S t i l l , because the Mohawk Tra i l (River Road) was used heavi ly as a 
trading route - - timber was transported to Deer f ie ld , potash to Boston and 
furs and leather to Albany - - Charlemont Vi l lage developed as a transportat ion 
and commercial locus. 

A stdge house was b u i l t in the v i l l age d i s t r i c t during the Colonial Period and 
i t is reported that Benedict Arnold and many other generals stdyed there 
during the Revolutionary War. In 1787, the Charlemont Inn (MHC Form #33, Photo 
#8) was constructed cn the s i t e . The Inn played an important ro le in v i l l age 
l i f e throughout the period of s ign i f icance. 

Charlemont's greatest growth, fc l lowing incorporat ion, occurred in the f i r s t 
half of the nineteenth century. Between 1800 and 1850 the population expanded 
34% from 875 people t c i , i 7 3 , making Charlemont one of the fastest growing 
towns in Franklin County. This real growth occurred despite the annex^ation of 
portions of the town to Rowe, Zoar, and Buckland. By 1838,the town's present 
configurat ion was at ta ined. 

continued 
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While settlement continued to be dispersed and most residents were farmers, by 
the 1840s»the two centers at East Charlemont and the v i l l age became quite 
ac t i ve . In 1840, the Unitarian Church-- later Methodist-- (MHC #13) was 
erected. Charlemont Vi l lage's posit ion as a transportat ion and commercial 
locus was strengthened by the construction of several r e t a i l establishments in 
the 184Qs and 1850s. Likewise, saw and g r i s t m i l l s continued to operate on 
East Stream either in cr near the v i l l a g e . Other industr ies included 
stnall-scale wool carding, and snath (farm implement handles), match, and 
leather production. The only remains of these indus t r ia l a c t i v i t i e s is the 
Snath Factory (MHC #36, ca. 1840). 

An attempt to s o l i d i f y the commercial and indus t r ia l base of Charlemont 
Vi l lage was led by two Charlemont residents, Roger Leavitte and Samuel Potter, 
who incorporated the Troy and Greenfield Railroad iti 1848. Their e f f o r t s , 
however, were never rea l ized. F i r s t , the necessary construction of the Hoosac 
Tunnel took from 1851 to 1875 to complete. Second, when the r a i l l ink to 
Troy, New York, was . f i n a l l y constructed, the track was la id on the southern 
edge of the Deerfield River, whi le Charlemont Vi l ldge was on the north side cf 
the r i v e r . S t i l l - , the construction of the tunnel brought workers and their 
money to the v i l l a g e , boosting the commercial economy. 

After 1850,Charlemont's population started to decline as nearby towns such as 
Shelburne Fa l l s , Greenfield, and Turners Fal ls emerged ds importdnt indus t r id l 
--machine tool and paper production - - and commercial centers. Despite the 
f l i g h t of populat ion, the v i l l age continued to prosper owing to i t s 
commercial and small indus t r ia l base, and to the nearby r a i l 
t ranspor ta t ion; fo l lowing the completion of the Greenfield - Troy Railroad the 
v i l l age economy benefi t ted from the opening of the Davis Copper mine in Rowe. 
In order to get the copper to the ra i l road i t was necessary to pass through 
Charlemont V i l lage. A ta lc mine also was opened in Zoar. I t inerant miners 
l ived in boarding houses in the v i l l a g e . The Charles Rice boarding house 
(Form #35) survives, though i t has been considerably a l tered. The continued 
late-nineteenth century property of Charlemont Vi l lage is demonstrated by the 
construction of a new Town Hall,Goodwin Hall (MHC #18, 1892), a s impl i f ied 
h igh-sty le brick Richardson Romanesque rev iva l s t ructure and a brick 
commercial bu i ld ing , Bemis Block (MHC #28, ca. 1890s). They are the only 
brick buildings in Charlemont V i l lage,besides the ear ly twentieth century high 
school. The last good economic news fcr the v i l l age came in 1900 with the 
establishment of the Frary Manufacturing Company located jus t south cf the 
d i s t r i c t , behind the cemetery on Mi l l Brook. In 1901,the Old Fellows Hall 
(MHC #32) was erected on the d i s t r i c t . 

continued 
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By 1915, Charlemont V i l l age 's ro le as a transportat ion and commercial node had 
deteriorated considerably. The introduct ion of the automobile and the 
subsequent construction of Route 2 into the Mohawk Tra i l in 1914, were the 
main factors in th is decl ine. The other indus t r ia l and commercial centers 
that developed in the region in the late nineteenth century became more 
accessible, and those t r ave l l i ng from Greenfield to North Adams or beyond 
could make the t r i p without an intermediate stop. Even the r i se of the 
tou r i s t trade did not prevent the economic decline and population d r i f t from 
taking place. 
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Verbal Boundary Description and Jus t i f i ca t i on 

The d i s t r i c t begins at the eastern edge of Charlemont V i l l age , along the north 
side of Main Street where a nutiter of mid-nineteenth century and later 
Victor ian houses are located. The f i r s t house in the d i s t r i c t ( o n the enclosed 
sketch sewer map) is jus t to the west of a h i l l thdt r ises abruptly tc the 
northeast, and defines the beginning of the v i l l age . After moving 
approximately 500 feet to the west, near the intersect ion of South and Main 
Streets, the d i s t r i c t moves south to include properties on both sides of Main 
Street. Continuing to the west, a l l properties f ron t ing on Main Street are 
wi th in the d i s t r i c t bounds, u n t i l the intersect ion with Rice Road. The 
boundary moves north and west on Main Street to include bu i ld ing #70 on the 
sketch map. Moving back to the east, properties cn spur roads connecting with 
Main Street on the north side are also wi th in the d i s t r i c t bounds. They are 
as fo l lows: On Rice Road: #s 63,64,65, and 66; on Riddel 1 Street: #s 
59,60,62, and High Street Extension: #s 51,52,53,54, and 55 and High Street #s 
37,38,39,40, and 41 ; and on North Heath Road: #s 23,24, and 25. 

The d i s t r i c t includes a core of in tact or near- intact h i s t o r i c buildi-ngs at 
the centerof Charlemont V i l l age , and excludes a number of non-histor ic 
propert ies. To the north l i e the slopes cf Bald Mountain. To the south about 
500 feet flows the Deerfield River. To the east the d i s t r i c t is bordered by 
fo res t , whi le to the west are modern in t rus ions. 

QUADS: Rowe, Mass - Vernont 
Heath, Mass - Vernont 

SCALE: 1:25,000 

UTM References A - K 

A 18 675090 4721500 
B 18 675100 4721420 
C 18 -̂ 74870 4721420 
D 18 574330 4721380 
E 18 674260 4721360 
F 10 674360 4721330 
G 13 G74090 4721300 
H 18 674030 4721400 
I 10 673940 4721660 
J 18 674150 4721640 
K 18 674520 4721600 
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28 Bemis Block 

house 

house 

J. 6 CP, Whitman 
House 5 shop (1871) 

22 G, Mayhew House 
garage 
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Quadrangle name 
UTM References 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
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13. Other 
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CU Photographs 
• other 
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Charlemont Inn (circa 1787, MHC #33, photo #8) is a very important bu i ld ing 
wi th in the d i s t r i c t . The e a r l i e s t , central section of th is Federal Inn is a -
f ive-bay, two-and-a-hal f -s tory wood frame bu i ld ing with double chimneys and " 
three small gabled dormers on the side gabled roof . An addi t ion to the rear 
of the main bu i l d i ng , ca. 1830, enlarged the k i tchen. During the late 
nineteenth century a porch was constructed on three sides of the Federal , • 
bu i l d ing . A two-story f l a t - r oo fed din ing room wing, with many rooms above, 
was b u i l t on to the west c i rca 1915. Another s imi lar wing was added to the 
east in 1923. In 1930, the southern port ion of the porch was removed, and the 
eastern and western sections were later f i l l e d i n . The bu i ld ing 's numerous 
renovations have subs tan t ia l l y a l tered the i n te r i o r and few o r ig ina l features 
remain. ' • . ' - . ' 

Baptist Church (circa 1803, MHC #8), now a Catholic Church, was o r i g i n a l l y , ; • 
located about one mile west of the present d i s t r i c t , and was moved to i t s C 
current locat ion in 1819. At the l a t t e r date the st ructure was substant ia l ly 
a l tered. Among other th ings , the corner p i las ters were removed. At present 
the bu i ld ing is a one-and-a-hal f-story Greek Revival frame st ructure with ^ 
pedimented, f ron t - fac ing gable. A f ron t porch with pedimented arch was added 
l a t e r , and the bu i ld ing has been aluminum sided. 

The Ansel L. Tyler House (c i rca 1820, MHC # 11) is a f ive-bay Federal 
clapboard s t ructure with side gabled roof and a one-and-a-half-story rear 
e l l . Additions to the bu i ld ing include a Vic tor ian-era south-facing bay 
window, and a modern f r on t bay and porch. Another example of a Federal home 
is the J.N. Richards House (c i rca 1825, MHC #20). 

The Vi l lage Schoolhouse (c i rca 1831, MHC #14) is a simple two-and-a-hal f -story '. 
Greek Revival clapboard bu i ld ing with pedimented gable-end roof . The 
vernacular s ty le of t h i s s t ructure is s t i l l evident despite the addit ion of a 
porch af ter the bu i ld ing was converted to a residence ca. 1907. ^.• ^ 
The G. Mayhew House (c i rca 1855, MHC #22) is an excel lent example of the :,'., 
arch i tectura l t rans i t i on from the Federal to the Greek Revival s t y l e . The ,, 
shape and bay arrangement of t h i s two-and-a-half s to ry , gabled roo f , frame . 
house is Federa l is t , and qui te typ ica l of many ear ly nineteenth century " ' 
residences in the v i l l a g e . But the corner p i las ter t r i m , wide cornice board, 
pedimented end gables, and entablatured door mark the beginnings of the Greek 
Revival s t y l e , which would become the v i l lages predominant arch i tec tura l s ty le 
in the 1840s. • 

continued 
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1 . N a m e o f P r o p e r t y 

historic name Charlemont Village Historic District 
other names/site number 

2. Location both sides of Massachusetts Route 2 (Main Street) roughly bounded by 
street & number South St. in the east, and Harmont St. in the west hj/flnot for publication 
oily, town Charlemont vicinity 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Frankl in code Oi l zip code 01339 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

P ( | private 

public-local 

I I public-Stale 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I bujlding(s) 

district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing  

87  

1 

8 8 

Noncontributing 

2 4 buildings 

1 sites 

structures 

1 objects 

26 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As Ihe designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date 

iixeciitiv^s Director , Ma<;^achitqptt^ Histor in. i l Cnnmi';<;ion; 
Slate or Federal agency and bureau State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Na t i onn I Pa rk S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

fv fentered in the National Register. 

Q]]see continuation sheet. 

O determined eligible for the National 

Register. Q J s e e continuation sheet. 

Q determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

CZI removed from the National Register, 

n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Char lemont V i l l a g e H i s t n r i r D i s t r i c t , C h a r l e m o n t i Massachuoet ts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domest i c Tndti«;try Domest ic 

Commerce Transportation Commerce 

Religion 
Social 

Agririil ture 
Religion 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

N/A 
wood, brick 

Greek Revival 
Late V ic to r ian ; Queen Anne, Stick roof _ 

other. 

shingle 
N/A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
The Charlemont Village Historic D i s t r i c t , located i n Charlemont, 
Massachusetts, in northeastern Franklin County, is situated primarily on an • 
approximately one-mile-long segment of Route 2, a major east-west artery 
runnning the length of the Commonwealth from Boston to North Adams. Situated 
in the floodplain of the Deerfield River, which borders the d i s t r i c t i n the 
South, the Charlemont Village Historic D i s t r i c t covers a 50 acre area. The 
d i s t r i c t begins at the eastern end of Charlemont Village on Main Street where 
the f i r s t house (#1 on the enclosed sketch map) i s located. The d i s t r i c t 
extends west for about one mile to include a l l properties fronting on Main 
Street u n t i l the intersection with Rice Road, where the last structure (#70) 
is found, as well as a l l the properties on the streets intersecting Main 
Street on the north side between Rice Road and North Heath Road. 

At the approximate center of the v i l l a g e , a concrete bridge (once a wooden 
covered bridge) crosses M i l l Brook, and another smaller stream crosses under 
Main Street at the western end of the d i s t r i c t . Trees and vegetation along 
the side streets are quite verdant, and forest borders the d i s t r i c t on the 
h i l l s i d e of the northeast edge. As Main Street was widened to create Route 2, 
many of the trees that once lined the main thoroughfare were undoubtedly cut 
down. Many of the properties on the south side of Main Street extend to the 
edge of the Deerfield River. • < ( .•• 
The proposed d i s t r i c t defines a linear settlement of unusual density for rural 
Massachusetts. There are 111 buildings, 2 s'ites, and 1 object; of which 87 
buildings and 1 s i t e are contributing. While some of the buildings are 
mid-to-late-eighteenth-century dwellings, most were erected between 1800 and 
1850. Most of the buildings_are set back between ten and f o r t y feet from the 
main road, with a number of buildings standing only t h i r t y feet apart from 
each other. 

The d i s t r i c t contains a variety of re s i d e n t i a l , mixed residential/commercial, 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings, and one factory. The primary architectural style 
of the d i s t r i c t i s Greek Revival, with a few ea r l i e r (Colonial and Federal) 
and later (Queen Anne, Victorian Vernacular and Romanesque Revival) types. 
Most of the buildings are two-one-half-story, wood frame structures with gable 
roofs and clapboard siding. Many have pedimented end gables to the street and 
pilastered corner boards. Multi-colored patterned slate shingle roofs ar-e 
common. In general, the structures reipain unaltered, though some are 
deteriorating. Several important factory buildings have been lost by f i r e , 
with only a former snath factory s t i l l standing in the d i s t r i c t , and many of 
the mixed-use buildings are now only residences. 

[xJSee continuation sheet 
Descriptions of key and representative buildings follow in chronological order: 
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The C. Mayhew Farm (circa 1840, MHC #29),by contrast, is c l ea r l y a Gfeek 
Revival s t ruc ture . The one-and-a-half s tory frame house boasts a cclonnated 
recessed entry at the south facade, with f l u ted Doric columns, and side corner 
p i las ter and cornice t r im . The bay window on the east side is a later 
add i t i on . The house also has an attached barn as well as an unaltered barn. 

The Snath Factory (c i rca 1840, MHC #36),though b u i l t around the same time as 
the Mayhew house, is a much simpler Greek Revival bu i l d ing . The only 
decoration on th is two-and-a-half s to ry , frame structure is a pediment on the 
end gable. The plain s t y l e is consistent wi th i t s use as a fac tory for making 
woode handles for metal t oo l s . 

The Methodist Church (c i rca 1840, MHC #13) ,o r ig ina l l y outside the v i l l a g e , was 
moved to i t s present locat ions in 1861. The simple Greek Revival s t ructure is 
two-and-a-half s to ry , frame bu i ld ing wi th pedimented end gable. When the 
church was moved in 1861 a lower basement was added, the windows were al tered 
and the shutters removed. In 1963, the b e l f r y and steeple were removed. 

A. H. Marcy's Jin Shop (c i rca 1840, MHC #10) is one of several mixed-use 
structures b u i l t in Chalemont Vi l lage in the mid-1800s. The 
two-and-a-hal f -story, frame bu i ld ing has pi lastered corner t r i m , entablature 
and gable-end pediment. The f i r s t f loor s toref ront is the only one in the 
v i l l age wi th or ig ina l glazing and door i n f i l l . Despite two Vic tor ian bays, 
added in the la te 1800s and a twentieth century f i l l e d in porch, the bu i ld ing 
retains much of i t s o r ig ina l character. Other mixed-use Greek Revival 
structures dating to the mid-1800s include the W. E. Niles house/storefront 
(circa 1840, MHC #23) a one-and-a-hal f -story, steep-roofed frame cottage with 
an unusual central tower/dormer added ca. 1880, that saddles the ridge of the 
roof. A simple one-story ear ly nineteenth century s tore f ront is attached to 
the west and a twent ieth-century, two-story e l l to the east. 

The Wells Corner Stot^e (c i rca 1845, MHC #16) is also a mixed-use Greek Revival 
s t ruc tu re . Or i g i n a l l y a two-and-a-nal f -s tory frame bu i ld ing wi th pedimented 
f ront gable and s to re f ron t . The bu i ld ing has undergone a l te ra t ions including 
changes to the s to re f ron t , f l a t - r o o f e d addi t ion to the rear in 1894. Tyler 's 
Store (c i rca 1840s, MHC #15) is also a mixed use, Greek Revival bu i ld ing of 
two-and-a-hal f -stor ies wi th pedimented gable. 

The Federated (o r i g i na l l y Congregational)Church (c i rca 1845, MHC #9) is a 
well-preserved Greek Revival s t ruc tu re . The one-and-a-half-story frame 
bui ld ing has s ix cclonnated p i las te rs supporting a pedimented gable and 
incomplete steeple. The stained glass windows are o r i g i n a l , but an e l l to the 
east was added in the twent ieth century. The pa sonage to t h i s church (c i rca 
1845, MHC»37) is next door to the east. Also a Greek Revival bu i l d i ng , the 
parsonage is a one-and-a-half-story frame cape. 

continued 
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Avery's Store (c i rca 1855, MHC #24) is an unusually large mixed-use Greek 
Revival s t ruc ture . In addi t ion to a s to re f ron t , th is three-and-a-hal f -s tory 
frame structure had several upstairs apartments. The bu i ld ing is four bays 
wide, very deep (perhaps seven bays, with i r regular f enes t ra t i on ) , has a 
pedimented f ron t - fac ing gable, and p i l as te r s . Despite twentieth century 
a l terat ions the f i r s t f l oo r s to re f ron t essent id l ly remains in i t s or ig ina l 
conf igurat ions. 

The Bemis Block (circa 1890, MHC #28) is a mixed-use Vic tor ian br ick block of 
three s tones and a f l a t roof . The project ing bracketed wood, two-story bay 
windows on the south e leva t ion , and decorative brickwork at the cornice and 
second f loor ce i l i ng l i n e , are features of a seemingly urban s t ruc tu re . 

Goodwin Hall (c i rca 1892, MHC #18) is the second of three br ick bui ldings 
b u i l t in the viTlage. This s imp l i f ied Romanesque Revival town hal l is a 
rectangular t a l l two-story, hip-roofed s t ructure with a large arched entrance, 
carved red granite t r i m , decorative brick d e t a i l i n g , and a four-stcJry clock 
tower (added in 1894). 

Odd Fellows Hall (c i rca 1901, MHC #32) is the only wood frame, 
non-resident ial bu i ld ing in the v i l l a g e . A two-and-a-hal f -story s impl i f ied 
late Victor ian s t ruc tu re , t h i s social ha l l has a large hipped and gabled slate 
roo f , some f i sh -sca le shingles in the a t t i c gable-end w a l l , and 
twelve-over-two sash features. 

Charlemont High School (c i rca 1907, MHC #31) is the t h i r d of three br ick 
structures in the v i l l age d i s t r i c t . This Classical Revival bu i ld ing is a 
t a l l two-story s t ruc ture wi th a hipped shingled roof and center cupola. A 
gabled dormer wi th returns extends f i v e bays across the facade. The two f ront 
entrances have gabled port icos with returns supported by simple columns. The 
st ructure has a concrete block foundation and concrete window s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s . The windows were o r i g i n a l l y a l l four over two, but some have been 
boarded over or replaced. • • # 

There is only one in t rus ion b u i l t into th is d i s t r i c t , that of a convenience 
store/gas s t a t i o n , at the s i t e o f an 1891 g r i s t m i l l that burnt in 1935. 
Portions of the m i l l foundation and re ta in ing wal l are s t i l l v i s i b l e . While 
not intrusions as such, the widening of Route 2 with i t s consequent loss of 
trees and replacement of br idges, detracts from the o r i g ina l character of the 
d i s t r i c t during i t s period of s ign i f i cance. 

.- . • .V *'• • "̂ continued ' • 
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Archaeology ' • •- ^ .. . ̂ v , * 

One prehis tor ic s i t e (19-247) is cur rent ly recorded in the d i s t r i c t and '• ' 
several addi t ional s i tes cir e iccated wi th in clcse proximity (2-3 m i les ) . 
Given the d i s t r i c t s r i ve r ine "location, which as^uved access to several 
seasonal resources, the area would have been a t t rac t i ve to I^atlve Americans. ••' ; 
While mid 18th and 19th cetjtury res ident ia l and indus t r ia l settlement may have 
disturbed or destroyed ndtive s i t e s , the potent ia l for s ign i f i can t preh is tor ic 
s i tes wi th in the d i s t r i c t remains high. >? • 

There is also a high ootent ial for s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i ca l archaeological 
remains wi th in the. d is t r i c t , Ar chaecl ogi cal survey and l im i ted tes t ing could • 
help to define the extent of possible 18th century res ident ia l settlement as 
well as 18th and ]9tr\ century g r i s t m i l l s , sawm-ills, tanneries cind ether smaller 
industr ies few of which survive above the ground. In addit ion tc s t ruc tu ra l 
remains of homes and m i l l s , there is alsc a high potent ia l for s ign i f i can t 
18th and 19th century occupaticn-related features (trash p i t s , p r i v i es , wel ls) 

. around many of the ex is t ing houses and possible archaeolcgical s i tes in the 
d i s t r i c t . Analysis cf these -^eatures would assist in def in ing tne soc ia l , • 
c u l t u r a l , and economic factors which characterized ru ra l l i f e in Charlemont. 



8. Statement of Significance Charlenont Vi l lage His tor ic D i s t r i c t . Charlenont, Massachu-^pttt; 
Certilying oflicial has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

Q nationally statewide f x l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A C I B U \ C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) • A n B Q c O D l U l E n F n G . • 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1740-1915 
Commerce Settlement 
Industry" 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
'^/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Tine Charlemont Village Historic D i s t r i c t , i n Cliarlemont, Massachusetts, 
retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, feeling, and 
association. The period of significance runs from the early 1740s, when 
Charlemont was f i r s t s e t t l e d , to 1915, when the construction of Route 2 caused 
the decline of t h i s transportation and commercial node. The period of 
greatest growth for the v i l l a g e occurred i n the f i r s t - h a l f of the nineteenth 
century. Expanding population and improvement of the Mohawl̂  T r a i l or River 
Road led to the construction of several commercial i n d u s t r i a l , religious, and 
residential structures. The d i s t r i c t i s arch i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s 
number of well-preserved or int a c t Greek Revial structures, as well as for 
earlier (Colonial and Federal) and later (Romanesque Revial and Victorian 
Vernacular) styles. The area i s s i g n i f i c a n t on a local l e v e l , meeting 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Town of Charlemont was o r i g i n a l l y surveyed as Boston Township No. 1 i n 
1736, and included present day Charlemont, as well as t e r r i t o r y to the north 
that now i s part of Rowe and Heath. O r i g i n a l l y , the area was known as the 
plantation at Charley's Mount. Native Americans p r i n c i p a l l y the Pocumtuck 
t r i b e , appear to have used the area as hunting and fish i n g grounds; however, 
no actual settlement is known to have been established i n Charlemont. 

In the early 1740s, three white families the Rivers, Taylors, and Hawks, 
attempted settlement i n Charlemont. The f e r t i l e Deerfield flood p l a i n , 
abundant local f i s h and game, as well as numerous waterpower sites attracted 
the early s e t t l e r s . Moses Rice established his house and farm abou-t a half 
mile west of the proposed d i s t r i c t . Just east of the Rice settlement was Rice 
Fort, one of the "l i n e of f o r t s " constructed along the northern h i l l s of 
Massachusetts over to New York in the 1740s. Another number of Rice family, 
Aaron Rice, established the f i r s t g r i s t m i l l i n Charlemont i n 1745, on M i l l 
Brook i n the middle of the v i l l a g e d i s t r i c t . ' 

[XDSee continuation sheet 
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Despite the presence of the f o r t , the f i r s t s e t t l e r s retreated to Deerfield 
fo l lowing the attack and destruct ion of Fort Massachusetts near North Adams by 
French and Indian forces in 1746. Soon thereafter Rice's house was burned 
In 1748, at the close of the f i r s t French and Indian War, Rice and the other 
two fami l ies returned to Charlemont. By 1752 there were about eleven famil ies 
l i v i n g wi th in the township. The fo l lowing year Charlemont was formally 
organized as a p lantat ion and construction of a meetinghouse began. Then , in 
1755, during the second French and Indian War, Moses Rice and four others were 
k i l l e d in a Native American attack referred to as the "Rice Massacre". Danger 
from native attacks kept Charlemont's develpment at a crawl u n t i l 1762, when 
the Seven Years War ended. 

Between 1762 and 1765 the plantat ion experienced tremendous growth, increasing 
from a population of t h i r t y fami l ies to 665 res idents. In 1765, Charlemont 
was incorporated as a township. Many of the new inhabitants came from 
Lancaster, Deer f ie ld , and Worcester, Massachusetts. Construction of a second 
meetinghouse was undertaken in 1762; however, l i k e the one begun in 1753, i t 
was never completed. Despite growing population concentrations along the 
Mohawk Tra i l in the v i l l age and in East Charlemont, most of Charlemont's new 
residents were widely scattered throughout the town. Thus, when a meetinghouse 
was f i n a l l y completed in 1772, i t was located fu r ther north in the geographic 
center of Charlemont^ in what is presently Heath. Another meetinghouse, th is 
one Bapt is t , was erected in 1803, j us t west of the d i s t r i c t . In 1819 ,the 
church (MHC #8) was moved to i t s present locat ion in the v i l l age d i s t r i c t . 

Charlemont's residents l ived pr imar i l y o f f the land, using the f e r t i l e 
Deerfield f lood plain for crop production and the uplands for l ivestock 
grazing. S t i l l , because the Mohawk T ra i l (River Road) was used heavi ly as a 
t rading route — timber was transported to Deer f ie ld , potash to Boston and 
furs and leather to Albany — Charlemont V i l lage developed as a transportat ion 
and commercial locus. 

A stage house was b u i l t in the v i l l age d i s t r i c t during the Colonial Period and 
i t is reported that Benedict Arnold and many other generals stayed there 
during the Revolutionary War. In 1787, the Charlemont Inn (MHC Form #33, Photo 
#8) was constructed on the s i t e . The Inn played an important ro le in v i l l age 
l i f e throughout the period of s ign i f i cance. 

Charlemont's greatest growth, fo l lowing incorporat ion, occurred in the f i r s t 
hal f of the nineteenth century. Between 1800 and 1850 the population expanded 
34% from 875 people to 1,173, making Charlemont one of the fastest growing 
towns in Franklin County. This real growth occurred despite the annexation of 
portions of the town to Rowe, Zoar, and Buckland. By 1838,the town's present 
conf igurat ion was a t ta ined. 

continued 
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While settlement continued to be dispersed and most residents were farmers, by 
the 1840s>the two centers at East Charlemont and the v i l l age became quite 
ac t i ve . In 1840, the Unitarian Church-- later Methodist— (MHC #13) was 
erected. Charlemont V i l lage 's posi t ion as a t ransportat ion and commercial 
locus was strengthened by the construction of several r e t a i l establishments in 
the 1840s and 1850s. Likewise, saw and g r i s t m i l l s continued to operate on 
East Stream ei ther in or near the v i l l a g e . Other industr ies included 
small-scale wool carding, and snath (farm implement handles), match, and 
leather product ion. The only remains of these indus t r ia l a c t i v i t i e s is the 
Snath Factory (MHC #36, ca. 1840). . . . -. 

An attempt to s o l i d i f y the commercial and indus t r i a l base of Charlemont 
Vi l lage was led by two Charlemont res idents, Roger Leavit te and Samuel Pot ter , 
who incorporated the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in 1848. Their e f f o r t s , 

. however, were never rea l i zed . F i r s t , the necessary construction of the Hoosac 
Tunnel took from 1851 to 1875 to complete. Second, when the r a i l , l ink to 
Troy, New York, was . f i n a l l y constructed, the track was la id on the southern 
edge of the Deerf ield River, whi le Charlemont Vi l lage was on the north side of 
the r i v e r . S t i l l , the construct ion of the tunnel brought workers and the i r 

, money to the v i l l a g e , boosting the commercial economy. 

After 1850,Charlemont's population star ted to decl ine as nearby towns such as 
Shelburne Fa l l s , Greenf ield, and Turnisrs Fal ls emerged as important indus t r ia l 
--machine too l and paper production — and commercial centers. Despite the 
f l i g h t of populat ion, the v i l l age continued to prosper owing to i t s 
commercial and small i ndus t r ia l base, and to the nearby r a i l 
t ranspor ta t ion ; fo l lowing the completion of the Greenfield - Troy Railroad the 
v i l l age economy benef i t ted from the opening of the Davis Copper mine in Rowe. 

• In order to get the copper to the ra i l road i t was necessary to pass through 
Charlemont V i l l age . A ta lc mine also was opened in Zoar. I t ineran t miners 
l ived in boarding houses m the v i l l a g e . The Charles Rice boarding house 
(Form #35) survives, though i t has been considerably a l tered. The continued 
late-nineteenth century property of Charlemont Vi l lage is demonstrated by the 
construction of a new Town Hall,Goodwin Hall (MHC #18, 1892), a s impl i f ied 
h igh-sty le br ick Richardson Romanesque rev iva l s t ructure and a br ick 
commercial bu i l d ing , Bemis Block (MHC #28, ca. 1890s). They are the only 
br ick bui ldings in Charlemont V i l lage,besides the ear ly twentieth century high 
school. The last good economic news for the v i l l a g e came in 1900 with the 
establishment of the Frary Manufacturing Company located jus t south of the 
d i s t r i c t , behind the cemetery on M i l l Brook. In 1901,the Old Fellows Hall , . 
(MHC #32) was erected on the d i s t r i c t . 

continued 
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By 1915, CharleiTcnt V i l l age ' s r o l e as a t ransportat ion and commercial node had 
deteriorated considerably. The introduct ion of the automobile and the 
subsequent construction of Route 2 into the Mohawk Tra i l in 1914, were the 
main factors in th is decl ine. The other indus t r ia l and commercial centers 
that developed in the region in the la te nineteenth century became more 
accessible, and those t r a v e l l i n g from Greenfield to North Adams or beyond 
could make the t r i p without an intermediate stop. Even the r i se of the 
t ou r i s t trade did not prevent the economic decl ine and population d r i f t from 
taking place. 
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Verbal Boundary Description and J u s t i f i c a t i o n i ,* 

The d i s t r i c t begins at the eastern edge of Charlemont V i l l age , along the north 
side of Main Street where a number of mid-nineteenth century and la ter 
V ic tor ian houses are located. The f i r s t house in the d i s t r i c t ( o n the enclosed 
sketch sewer map) is j us t to the west of a h i l l that r ises abrupt ly to the 
northeast, and defines the beginning of the v i l l a g e . After moving 
approximately 500 feet to the west, near the in tersect ion of South and Main 
Streets, the d i s t r i c t moves south to include propert ies on both sides of Main 
Street . Continuing to the west, a l l propert ies f ron t ing on Main Street are 
w i th in the d i s t r i c t ' bounds , u n t i l the intersect ion with Rice Road. The 
boundary moves north and west on Main Street to include bu i ld ing #70 on the 
sketch map. Moving back to the east, propert ies on spur roads connecting with 
Main Street on the north side are also wi th in the d i s t r i c t bounds. They are 
as fo l lows: On Rice Road: #s 63,64;,65, and 66; on Riddell Street: #s 
59,60,62, and High Street Extension: #s 51,52,53,54, and 55 and. High Street #s 
37,38,39,40, and 4 1 ; and on North Heath Road: #s 23,24, and 25. 

The d i s t r i c t includes a core of in tact or near- intact h i s t o r i c buildi-ngs at 
the centerof Charlemont V i l l age , and excludes a number of non-his tor ic 
proper t ies. To the north l i e the slopes of Bald Mountain. To the south about 
500 feet flows the Deerfield River. To the east the d i s t r i c t is bordered by 
fo res t , whi le to the west are modern in t rus ions . 

QUADS: Rowe, Mass - Vernont 
Heath, Mass - Vernont 

SCALE: 1:25,000 

UTM References A - K 

A 18 675090 4721500 
B 18 675100 4721420 
C 18 S74870 4721420 
D IS 674330 4721380 
E 18 674250 4721360 
F 10 674360 4721330 
G 18 674090 4721300 
H 18 674030 4721400 
I la 673940 4721650 
J 18 674160 4721640 
K 18 

••;•>••'•. 
674520 4721600 



DISTRICT m i A SHEET • 7 
Qiarlemont Vi l l age His tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP# MIC# HIS'ICRIC NAME 

1 Coopley Place 
garage 

2 

3 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

2 

3 

4 i 

:fT 

6 

8 

7 

house and barn 

J.D. Sears Residence 
6 storefront 
garage 

• house and barn 
,T garage 
i t • 

*" house 

house 

house and barn 
garage 

house 

house 

house 

garage 

Baptist Chiirch 

STREET ADDRESS 

Itoin Street 

^fein Street 

Main Street 

^fain Street 

Nbin Street 

^fain Street 

Nfain Street 

Kfain Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

M^in Street 

Congregational Church Afein Street 
Parson. 8 barn 

DAIE OF 
o^^B^HJC^ICN 

ca. 1900 

1858 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1880 

ca. 18 90 ' 

ca. 18 90 

ca, 1880 

ca. 18 90 . 

ca .1890 

ca. 1880 

ca. 1803 

1845 

STMUS 

C 

NC 

C 

C 

NC 

C 
NC 

C 

NC 

C 

C 

C 

NC 

C 

C 

STYLE 

Federal 

farmhouse 

Queen Anne 

Stick S ty le / 
Queen Anne 

Stick S ty le / 
Queen Anne 

Stick Sty le / 
Queen Anne 

Queen Anne/ 
Shingle 

Greek Itevival 

Greek Ftevival 

RESOURCE 

B 
B 

B 

B 

•m 
B 

B 

B 

2B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

2B 

-rn or; <^^'7 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 
Charlemont Vi l lage H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

MAP# 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MIC# 

10 

11 

12 

13 

17 

HISTORIC NPME . 

Congregational Church 

house " • ; .., 
garage ^ 

Marcy's Tin Shop 

house 

Ansel L. Tyler House 

R.R. Edward Residence 

house , 

Mrs. W. Hunt Residence 
5 barn (1871) 

Miss P. Sears 
Residence (1871) 

Mathodist Church 

house and barn 
garage 

barn (converted) 

Levi M. Porter House 
5 barn (1871) 

STREET AEDRISS 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Nfain Street 

Main Street 

Nfein Street 

Main Street 

Mi in Street 

Nfain Street 

Main Street 5 
Davis Mine Road 

Davis Mine Road 

Davis Mine Fbad 

Davis Mine Road 

DATE OF  
03NSTHJCriCN 

1845 

• ca . 1870 

ca . 1840 

ca, 1860 

ca . 1820 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1890 

ca. 1850 • 

ca. 1860 

ca. 1840 

ca. 1850 

19th c. 

1743 5 1840 

STATUS 

C 

HQ 

C 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

NC 

c 

c 

STYLE 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

5-bay Federal 

Greek Revival 

Queen Anne 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Late Federal 

RESOURCE 

B 

B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

2B 

B 

Greek Revival 

B 

B 

2B 



DISTRICT m m . SHEET 
Charlemont Vi l lage His tor ic D i s t r i c t 

MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME ^ - - STREET ATDRESS DATE OF 
CDNSTFUCTICN 

STMUS STYLE RESCURCE 

26 16 Wells Corner Store Main Street S 
Davis Mine Road 

ca. 1845 C Greek Revival B 

27 14 Vil lage Schoolhouse Main Street ca. 1845 C Greek Revival B 

28 15 Tyler ' s Store 
5 Post O f f i c e 
barn 
garage 

Main Street ca. 1840 C 

C 
NC 

Greek Revival 2B 

B 
B 

A B.P. Nfansfield (1871) Main Street - ' \, 
*• 

ca. 1840 NC Greek Revival B 
w/ 20th c, a l te ra t ions 

2» 
f 

18 CJoodnov Ha l l Main Street «. 1892 C Romanesque 
Revival 

B 

War Memorial Monument Main Street 
y-:*'- ' i^'''.'^ 

fJC* 0 

30 house Main Street ca. 1879 C Greek Revival / 
I t a l i ana te 

B 

B Rvik Mart Main Street ca. 1975 NC B ". 

31 house ' ' Main Street ca. 1860 c Greek Revival B 

32 house Nfeiin Street ca. 1910 c Colonial Revival B 

33 house Main Street - ca, 1880 c Greek Revival B 

C 19 Baker's Grain Depot Main Street ca. 1930 NC Art Deco B 

34 9M Vil lage Cemetery bdi ind Main St. f r a n 1797 c S 

35 20 J.N. RichEurds Residence Main Street ca, 1825 c Federalist B 

SEP 2 5 



DISTRICT Ê \TA SHEET --
Charlemont Vi l lage His tor ic D i s t r i c t . , 

• ^ ' • : .V • 

- • ' 1 • . • • 

MAP# MIE# HISTORIC N ^ E STREET ADDEIESS DATE OF 
CDNSnUCTICN 

STATUS STYLE RESOURCE 

36 Miss L, Rice Residence 
(1871) 

Ifigh Street ' ca. 1860 C Greek Revival 

• '•^^ ̂  •.: 
• - " • 

B ^:.r _ 

D • Blacksmith Shop 
a garage 

High Street ca, 1850 20th-century 
a l te ra t ions . 

23 V . , 

37 21 J. Ballard Ifouse 
garage •', 

High Street . ca. 1850 c ^ Eigypt 1 an HeV i v a 1 B 
.,B ,..-.,:^-:l 

38 D. Tbdd House (1871) High Street ."fl ca. 1830 G Federal/ 
Greek Revival 

B ••̂••••̂ '̂-̂  

39 23 W. E. Niles House 
5 s toref ront 
garage 

Nfein Street ca. 1840 V i c t o r i a n 
ec lec t i c ' * 

B 

B 

40 Mrs. S. Bates House 
(1871) 
garage • 'r 

Main Street ca . 1840 

ca. 1820 

C - Greek Revival B 

B ,^r 

41 H, H. M^5^ew House 
(1871) S barn 
garage 

Nfein Street ' 

ca . 1840 

ca. 1820 c 

NC 

Gred^ Revival 2B 1 . 

B , ., 

42 24 Avery's Store 
garage/warehouse 

Nfein Street ' 1855 C 
NG 

Greek Revival B 
B - , 

43 25 d ia r i e s Peck House Nfein Street ca. 1840 C 

44 27 Boot Mart Main Street ca . 1850 C B "...f. 

45 26 F.A- Pond Block barns 
garages 

Nfein Street ca. 1850 
5 1893 

, C - ' 
!id 

bracketed 3B ''.^ 

' ' • " -it" •• 
' ' • • -•'1. 

•3 - •"' T'/ •, .-• ' / . } ( ' ' ' ' ' . " 
if . ' • ;.' ',1 . 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 
Charlemont Village Historic District 

MAP# MIE# 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

28 

22 

29 

31 

32 

33 

.J^-^^-jbTi 

HISTCyilC NAME 

Bemis Block * 

house Ci ' \ 

house 

•5 • • -
J. 5 CP. Wliitman 
House 5 shop (1871) 

G. Mayhew House 
garage 

C. Mayhew Fkrm 5 barns 

Mrs. C. Warner 
Residence (1871) 

Charlemont High School 

Odd Fellows Hall 

Charlemont Inn 8 stable 

house • .* .y . 

garage 

house ' ; 

house 

house and barn 

S'IREET ADDRESS 

Nfein Street 

Main Street 

H i ^ Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

H i ^ Street 

o f f Main Street 

Nfein Street 

Nfein Street 

Riddell Street 

Riddel l Street 

Riddell Street 

Riddel l Street 

DAIE OF  
CD^BTFLICTICN 

ca. 1890 

1880 

' ca. 1870 

ca.l835 

183 5 

ca.l840 

' . ca. 1850 ' ' •• • ' • 
1907 

1901 

1787; 1830 

ca. 1870 

ca. 1880 

ca. 1870 

ca. 1870 

STATUS 

C 

C 

C 

C 
NC 

C 

C 

C 

c 

c 

c 

NC 

C 

C 

C 

STYLE -

Victorian 

Queen Anne 

Italianate/ 
Queen Anne 

Gredc Revival 

Federal 

Greek Revival 

Gredc Revival 

RESOURCE 

B 

B 

B f 

2B _ , 

B 
B 

3B 

B 

Classical Revival B 

la te V i c t o r i a n B 

5-bay Federal 

Victorian 
Vernacular 

Victor ian 
Vernacular 

23 

B 

B 

B 

B 

m 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 
Charlemont Vi l lage H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

MAP# 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

MIC# HIS IORIC N/ME 

H.A. Rice Farm (1871) 
garage 

house 

36 Snath Factory S barns 

house 

35 Charles H. Rice 
Boarding House 

house and barn 

34 N.G. Warner House 
garage . " 

37 A. Harris House 5 barn 

stone foundation 

STREET ADDRESS 

• , , , . 
Rice Road 

Ri ce Road 

Rice Road 

Rice Road 

I b i n Street 

Nfein Street 

Nfein Street 

Nfein Street 

High Street 

DATE OF  
CD^BTHJCTICN 

ca. 1820 

ca. 1880 

ca. 1840 

ca, 1880 

1790 

ca. 1880 

ca. 17 90 

ca, 1840 

STATUS 

C 

NC 

C 

C 

C 

c 

c 
NC 

c 
NC* 

STYLE 

Federal 

Vernacular 

Vernacular 

Adam 

j^yptian Revival 

RESCURCE 

B 

3B 

B 

B . ;v-..' 

2B 

B 
B 

2B 

S 

Key 

C Contributing 
NC Non-Contributing 

B 
0 

Building 
Object 
Site 

*The War Memorial Monument and the stone foundation have been counted as 
non-contributing, due to lack of specific information, at the present time. 

1 r. 
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O owner objection 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CU ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

nrraved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completenpg,:,. g - -^-j^ 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed - Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

September 18,1987 

Carol Shul I 
National Register of Historic PI ices 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed you will find tne noiiiination forms for the following districts; 

Boston (Jamaica Plain), Sumner Hill Historic District 

Charlemont, Charlemont Village Historic District 

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

SF_P 2 5 198T 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

December 18, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the nomination for the following property: 

Charlemont, Charlemont Village Historic District 

This nomination is being resubmitted. All corrections have been made. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 0 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

DEC 1^^^ 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


