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COUNTY:
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)
{l+ NAME
C OMMON:

First Baptist Church
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Brattle Square Church
2 LACATT N Cong. Dist. 8

STREET AND NUMBER;
Commonwedth 4venue & Clarendon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

in progress

Boston
COUNTY:
025 Suffolk
1$. CLASStFICATION
ATEGORY
C GO OWNERSHIP
(Check One)
District Building ~ *+  Public Public Acquisition; Occupied
Site - Structure Jt] Private 1 In Process 11 Unoccupied
Object . Both \ | Being Considered « Preservation work
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[71 Agricultural 1 | Government . Pork [ 1 Transportation
I | Commercial I 1 Industrial [ 1 Private Residence «  Other
I | Educational Q Military 1~ Religious
r~1 Entertainment 1 | Museum I | Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

First Baptist Society

STREET AITb NUMBEW:

Commonwedth 4.venue & Clarttndon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston Mass.
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Suffolk Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pemberton Square

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Boston Mass.

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwedth

DATE OF SURVEY: . Federal JJ State . County

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Cnmmission

STREET AND NUMBER:

nffiriR nf the Secretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston Mass.
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;7! OfSCRtPTION
(Check One)
J] Excellent . Good . Fair I | Deterioroted . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Unaltered . Moved (3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Church i s a cruciformbuilding, standing onthe corner
of Conmonweal th, the main ceremonial avenue of the Back Bay, and C arendon, a
cross street. The 176 foot high corner tower, built inthe angle between t he
nave and transept, isits nmain featuie. The tower rests upon four piers con-
nected by great round arches. These forma crriage way opening onto an arcad”"
entrance porch built out fromthe end of the transept, flush with the tower,
on Carendon Street.

Three i nmense rose w ndows ar elocated i neach of the visible ends of th”
cross-gable roof, all designed by R chardson after European nodels. The win-
dow onthe Carendon Street side is a "Weel of Fortune" type', with a cross o
pilasters applied over the exterior tracery. Later inthe 19th century the
Baptists added stained glass by Tiffany. Hi sstained glass w ndow of Chri st
by the Waters, i nthe south transept” i s outstanding.

The Clarendon Street arcade and all the |arge w ndows are round-arched,
bt rows of grouped square headed w ndows occur beneath the rose windows i ntlie
nave and transepts. MNo buttresses or projections of any kind break the exter:.oi”
VWl ls and a noderately pitched roof frames the great rose w ndows.

Standi ng above al |l and | eadi ng ones eyes upward, i sthe great tower. | ti/"
perhaps best seen at a distance, for relations between the church and the towijr_
are less than perfect, and one mght wish toseeit as a free standing entity
O the tower Hitchcock wote: "The upper half of the tower is an extremely
ingenious and original creation. The great belfry arches i ntwo orders are on
perfectly scaled t othe whole. The frieze...considering the scale and t he
di stance fromwhich it nust always be seen, i s equal tothat of Rude's Marseii- "
laise onthe 4rc de |'Etoile or Carpeau's Dance on the Paris pera. The gil dod
metal trunpets of the angels.. .accent the corners of the silhouette against the"|
sky i nthe nmost brilliantly picturesque manner conceivable. Yet on topof
this frieze Richardson successfully returnedtothe simplicity and structural
quality of the | ower part of the tower. 4bove the strongly shadowed corbel t
table thereis a plain roof of noderate pitch, not quite a flat Italian roof,
and certainly not a Gothic spire."-»

The high walls of the interior provide plenty of roomfor the galleries
added by the Baptists. Wiatever might have been planned inthe interior intljie
sense of decoration or painting was never added. I n the ceiling the tinber
trusses aresinple and structural. V& areleft today with "nothing but magni -
ficent space, a prine architectural quality which fewappreciate unenbellished M

Hitchcock writes further that "The significant character of this church
derives from fundamentals. These fundanmental s ar ewhat distinguish one style
of architecture fromanother: the proportionsof exterior nass and of interiojj*
space; therelative inportance and placing of the elements, structural and
ornamental, which break up the main surfaces."3 Van Rensselaer echoes this iik
writing that "Romanesque forns ar e paramount, and, though they are not treateci
in at all the sane spirit which Richardson's |ater works reveal, they give t he
building extreme inportance as the first which i nanyway predicts theultim”e
course of his devel oprent. "4
1. Hitchcock, p. 115
2. Hitchcock, p. 114
3. Hitchcock, p. 113 S m
4. Van Renssel aer, p. 53.
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD CCheck One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian 1 . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (7/Applicable and Known) ]372
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCliecfc One Or More as Appropriate)
Abor tginal i | Education .« Political I 1 Urban Planning
[ I Prehistoric I 1 Engineering . Religion/Phi- O  Other (Sptxilr)
r~I  Historic I 1 Industry losophy
r~I Agriculture I | Invention | | Science
rX Architecture I 1 Landscape A Sculpture
C At Architecture I 1 Social/Human-
I I Cominerce I | Literature itarian
I I Communications . Militory Theater
I 1 Conservation Music I | Transportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Desi gned by HenryJ[obson R tmardson and conpleted i n 1872, the First Bapt:Lst
Church i s his first work which was definitely Romanesque rather than Gothic.
Wth this church, as Hitchcock has written, Richardson "turned the comer of
his career. The rest of his great work could easily follow fromthis begin.-
7 ning."l It was theremarkable inpressionnade by this building which brough
Ri chardson an invitation t oenter the conpetition for Trinity Church, perhap”
his greatest work, vrtiich stands just two bl ocks anay.
It was just after Richardson won the competition forthe First Baptist
! (Brattle Square) Church that Charies ' 5lcKimentered his firm MK mMs
u first architectural assignment was t oconplete the working draw ngs. Anothej*
3 of Richardson's associates, Frederic 4ugus™"Barthol di, nmodelled the massive
DE tower frieze, carved i nplace by Italian “one masons. This scul pture was
| Bartoldi's first mpjor work i nthis country, and hi s col ossal figures of
Charles Summer, Longfel | ow, E nerson, Hawt horne, Lincoln and Garibaldi,
included i ngroupings representing Baptism Gomunion, Marriage and Death,
established his reputation. Standing at the comers of the tower frieze, t hi
four gigantic angels with thier gilded trunpets, established the church as a
favorite 19th century Boston |andmark, which Bostonians affectionately |abel*id
U the "Church of the Holy Beanbl overs."
v The First Baptist Societywas Founded i n 1665 and bhuilt its first Meeting
) House at Salemand Stillman Streets i n1679. The Baptists worshiped i n four
other buildings beforethey cane t othe present First Baptist Church i n 1882,
The "building was begun i n 18" for the Brattle Square Unitarian Society.
41t houghthe interior was still unfinished, thefirst services were heldi n
1872, at viiich time “aooustical failure was obvious. Because of this, and
because of the fact that the Unitarians |ost the church through nortgage
foreclosure, it stood enpty between 1875 and 1881. | n 1882 i t was purchased
by the First Baptist Society, which erectedgalleries i neach of the transepts
and over the main entrance. This corrected the acoustical difficulties, as
Ri chardson had said i t would, and the Church has been i naCive use by that
NATfOMy  Society ever since. Both the original rose windows by Richardson and the stained
glass by Tiffany, which the Baptists added | ater, arenotable.
I ncorporated into the tower are the quoins and coraerstones fromthe A d
Brattle Square Meeting House. (ne cornerstone i s nmarked "John Hancock, Esg.
ifivly 27, 1772," and the other "Jno. Geenleaf. 1772." Both were manbers and
benefactors of the Society. The bell fromthe Brattle Square Meeting House,
Cast i n 1805 hangs today i nthe First Baptist tower.
Wth the destruction of the Church of the Unity i n Springfield, onlytwo
of the early public buildings which hel ped Richardson nake hi s nane remain. Trin
Trinity i sone. The other i sthe First Baptist Church, the building which nfrks

the beginning of his professional maturity, and one which leddirectly tothi
rich commssions which Richardson was |ater t oreceive.
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

[t" NAMS
QOVMMON  FlgSt Baptlst Church
ADIR HISTORIC:  Brattlc SquaB Church

STREET AND NUM BER:

Commonwealth 4venue & Clarendon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
STATE; CODE
Mass. 2N
MAP REFERENCE

U.S.G.S. Boston, South
SCALE: 1:24,000
1956
4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

COUN TY :

Aiffnlk

STATE

M ass.

COUNTY

Suffolk
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NTUMBER DATE

FEB 2311072

CODE

025
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Mrs. Op il rochi irGS.m dnE

Mr. Willuir  Wyalt

Sodi ritior

Mr. Kii li.-ird Rilcc

Chairmjii, Uoaiird of Deacons

June 15, 1971

The Honorable Edvrard |1, Kennod*-

Jom F, Kemnedy Bldg, Room 2°00
Government  Centre

Canbridce Street, Boston, Mass, 02203

M/ dear Senator Kennedy,

. Knowi ng of your genuine interest inthings historical, especially
in Massachusetts, | aa -linting toyou t oaskfor information and possible

hel p,

| amthe mnister of the historic First Baptist Church of Boston,
Tliis 307 year ol d congregation i s situated at Gii-unonweal th Avenue and
Clarendon Street intlie Back Bay, Qir edificeis anearly Il. H Richardson
desi gned buil ding andal ong vdth oui' neighbor Trinity Church i n Copl ey
Square i s a Coiinaunity treasure, ”

The maintenance of this magnificent structure is an increasingly
heavy burden for our Church, W recognize our privilege and |'esponsibility
as oifners of this architectural treasui'e,

hill youkindly tell ine of the present status j.n Congress of the
Historic P"o.-scrvation Grantrj Bill andthe pociiibility of the authorization
of the full anmount? Secondly, may | enlist your powerlul assistancei n
hel ping us t obecone, enrolled in the |Jational ficgisti® of Historic Places?
\ This \n.ll nake i t possible for usto nake- future application for sonme
assistance in the proper naintenance of our Church,

Respectful ly yoiu' S

J. Vialter Sjllon, Mnlstor

J-rslop
c»¢, Dr« Richard Halo

Enc: Leafl et on
The First Baptist Church
of Doston



HAtnileb JMiaie»  JS)crtaie

Respectfully referredt o:

Because of thedesire of this office tobe
responsive toal linquiries cud comunications,
your considerationof theattachedi s
requested. Your findings and views, i n
duplicate form along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated by

Form #2



[falt«l 8t«tM Umatm
HtehiJigtaa, O.C.

Bnr Senator Kwmitdiyt
Secretary of the Interior Rogara C. B. Ndrton has aaked
us to thank you fdr your Imiulry in b*ialf of Reverend J.

Htlter SlUen caacemlag the First Baptist Church of
Boston.

caeretary Mat<d appreoiatas your interest in this natter
and has aked us to reply at our earliest pppOTtunity.

Sincerely yours,
‘5 llartafe

Mreetor

FNP:; DKKel | er house: amJ: 8/19/ 71
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&) J EN Jean
Asodate

cc:

Hon. John F. X Davoren

Secreteiry of the Conmonweal.th

Chairmaji, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
Office of the Secretary

State House

Bost on, Massachusetts 02133 )w ¢ of inc.

Dr. Richard W Hale, Jr.

Acting Chairnan, Massachusetts Historical.
Commi ssi on

Office of the Secretary, State House

Bost on, Massachusetts 02133 )

a

Director, Northeast Region )
R )

£ )

FNP: RIMul | en: 1 Jp: 9/3/ 71
RETYPED(2nd Pg.): maj ; 9/ 15/ 71



'TUCriHcb " ct"e»  Syenctie

Respectful ly referredto;

Because of thedesire of this office to be
responsive toal |l inquiries and comunications,
your considerationof theattached i s
requested. Your findings andviews, i n
duplicate form along with return of the

encl osure, will be appreciatedby

For m#2
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BOB. IteMTd M. SBMdJr
|taitad Statoa Baaata
Washington, B.C.

Seer Stnatar Kezameoyt

Weare plaaaad to acknovliedge your inquiry in btiuLLf of
ths Bevaaraiid J . \telter Sillcm ooneaming the Fir st
Bvtist CSurdi of Boston.

Wesppreciate your interest in thia Matter aed vill
pxtnride you a reply st oar earliest appartunity.

Binoarely yours,

Biraetor

ee
LS wic of inc.
FHP. MCaiupbdl: nat: 12/1/71
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