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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park and the contiguous
Reserve Area III encompass approximately 120 square miles of
submerged land consisting of turtle grass flats, intersperse

patches of sand, coral outgrowth and along its eastern edge,

segments of a living barrier reef.

The park was named for QOg_D._Bgﬁé;kamPTwawMiamimngws-
paper editor, long active in conservation of natural properties
in Florida and a key figure in the establishment of the park.
The park's éstablishment made history by being the firgt under-
seas park in the continental United States. The seabottom and
marine 1life are in a constant state of evolution with new
areas building up as older ones are eroded or covered with
sand, Located along the reef and on the flats under the
turtle grass and sand, lie an unknown number of underwater
FFchaeological sites. A number of shipwrecks of archaeological
importance are known to exiSt. 2] ]

“Professionally, it is estimated
that at least 20 times the number now known lie undisturbed.
The s&a claims these shipwrecks as they aré deposited and
while radically altering their appearance, the remains provide
the archaeologist with significant data. Exposed wood is
eaten by toredo worms and bacteria. Metals corrode and become
encased with coral. And finally, often the whole site is
covered with sand. The attached site map shows the approxi-
mate location of known wrecks.
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|provide a wide.temporal range of shlpwrecks of a variety of -

|found on the Keys.
_ESEIH'prov1de the location of what was once aborlglnal land -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The underwater shipwreck sites in Pennekamp Park and the
contiguous Reserve Area III constitute one of the most 1mpor—
tant reserves of the dw1nd11ng _archaeological resourses in

the United States and in the hemisphere. Future research w1ll

P

nationalities. The _importance to the" ‘archaeclogist and Histo-
rian of such a co chain of soundly dated sites through
which any number of aspecﬁs Of culfufe/hisﬁgry can_be triced
is most 51gn1f1cant. In view of this fact, in January of 1968
the State Cabinet, sitting as the Florida Board of Archives and
History, set aside this area as one of four "Reserve Areas."
Substantially expanding the submerged land under the protection
of the state, Reserve Area III encompassed the present John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park and the area from the ten
fathom line shoreward to the mean high water line of Key Largo.
This action excluded any salvage efforts within the park s or
reserve's boundaries unless conducted under the auspices of

the Division of Archives, History and Records Management in

the pursuit of legimate research aims.

The periphery of Key Largo on the ocean side has vast
shallow areas extending seaward as far as 4,000 feet. These
flatlands are covered by one to two feet of water. Dur;¢g
earlier perlods, when the sea level was lower, this area was
expose&’and could have been part of the aborlglnal habitations
When properly surveyéd, this offshore area

51tes.




Brookfield, Charles M. "Cannon on Florlda Reefs Solve Mystery of
Sunken Ship," National Geographic LXXX (Dec., 1941), 807-824.

Clausen, Carl J. "Report: Examination of Cannons, John Pennekamp

of Archives, History and Records Management, Tallahassee.
Florida Archaeological Survey. Underwater Site-25, Manuscript on

Florida Board of Archives and History. Minutes of meeting
January 16, 1968, Tallahassee.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRoPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw [25°21 + 48- | 800 14 12 ~ ° , . ° , "

NE |25 °16 ' 06~ | 80° 08 ' 36 -
se [|25°04 ' 00~ | 80° 27 ' 54 -~
sw |25 200 00-i 800 22, 12

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 126 square miles

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTV BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE | COUNTY A@-LLJ?\ CODE

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: \ "‘:U-SID \ CODE
@ 7VNOII SA \0\

STATE: CODE | COUNTY ' CODE
tﬁﬁ el g /%4,.53

. S
STATE: CODE COUNTY: /0\ HJA/JJJH <>/ CODE

- (Reviewed by Randy Nimnicht, Histdrhic’ Preservationist)
Allen Saltus, Salvage Exploration Supervisor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Division of Archives, History and Records Mgt. 4/14/71

STREET AND NUMBER:

Department of State, The Capito

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set .

i ice. Th ded
forth by the National Park Service. The recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Bgeservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local
M Date 4-/ ( ‘-/7)/
ATTEST:

tTittle State Liaison Officer
K
'C

Date__&ﬁg Q.q; qul

eeper of The NationalRegister

GPO 901.087

Coral Reef State Park, May 1, 1968." Manuscript on file Division

Acuaiyly bt 2

file Division of Archives, History and Records Mgt., Tallahasse¢e.

Observations ofvState Marine Archaeologlst Carl Clausen and Salvage
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

RPR T2 1972

John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Par

COMMON:

Reserve Area III

AND/OR HISTORIC

STREET AND NUM BER:
Overseas Highway (u.S.

1)

CITY OR TOWN:

Key Largo

COUNTY:

STATE:

Florida

CODE

12

Monroe

CODE

Us/

- |SOURCE: . ~
Division of Archives, History and Records

(approx.) 1:80,000

SCALE:

1971

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1.
2. North arrow.

Property broundaries where required.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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