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1. Name of Property NAIUNALHAKIKSERVICf

higoricname Bardwell'sFerry Bridge
other names/site number

2. Location

drest & numba BardwelU's Ferry Road over the Deerfidld River I Inotfor publication

aty ortomn  Conway/Shdburne [T] vicinity

dae Massachusets code MA ocouty Franklin code Oil zZpoode 01370-S
01341-C

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this [ T] nomination
I lrequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally statewide [ X] locally. See continuation sheet for additional comments.
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ature of certifying official/Title

Srate or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Q meets Q does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet for
additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action

entered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.

I ldetermined eligible for the
National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.

I ldetermined noteligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National
Register.

I lother, (explain:)



BardwelPs Ferry Bridge

Name of Property

5. Classification

Franklin County, M assachusetts
County and State

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count.]
1 1 private 1 1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[T] public-local [ [district 0 0 buildings
1 1 public-State Q site 0 0 sites
1 1 public-Federal [x~| structure 1 0 structures
1 [ object 0 0 objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) listed in the National Register
N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION, Road-reaed TRANSPORTATION. Road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

NO STYLE

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof

other METAL: cagt and wrought iron

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The Bardwell's Ferry Bridge is alenticular-truss metd bridge constructed in 1882, that
goans the Deerfield River on Bardwell's Ferry Road, linking the Franklin County towns
of Conway and Shelburne, Massachusetts  Itislocated in agparsdy populated, rural area
within the westem uplands of the Connecticut River Valley and the foothillsof the Green
Mountains. The crossing replaced aferry operated by the Bardwell family, for whom the
bridge isnamed. On the Conway (west) Sde, Bardwell's Ferry Road forksoff Sheburne
Road gpproximately one mile north of town and after winding in anortheagterly direction
through the hills for another two miles, goproaches the bridge from the southeest. Before
reaching the bridge the road runs paralée to the Deerfield River and makes a 90-degree
tum northeast to make the crossng. 1n Shdbume, the road tums sharply northwest and
then tums back onitself & it winds up the egp embankment on that sde of theriver.
Along itsroute it crossesarailroad that followsthe river onthe Shelburne sde. A smal
community of dwellings onthissde of the river hes been known as Bardwell snce that
family initiated ferry service in the late 18 century. Once the road reechesthe plateau
above the riverbanks, it tums northwest once more and heeds towards the town of
Shelbume, two miles distant.

The Bardwell's Ferry Bridge has a 198-foot soen carrying the road 40 feet above the
Deerfield. The span is supported by lenticular trusses on the Sdesof the deck. These
trusses are regarded as "lenticular” because of the lens shgpe of their convex chords,
however, in the 19" century, they were more commonly known as "parabolic" or, in the
words of the patent holder of the type, "elliptical.” All the parts for the bridge were
fabricated iniron cast or wrought in sandardized formsand dimensons. Truss dements,
auch as the top chord segments, podsand latera amits were assambled from iron plates
riveted or bolted together to form three-dimensond girders. To reduce weight, narrow
diagond bracesin alattice pattem were usad in place of plates to create dements
producing the skeletd gopearance characteristic of thesebridges. Thiswas the result of
the influence of stmctural engineering principles on the desgn of meta bridges in the late
19" century.

Thetop or compressive chords of the tmsses carried most of the bridge's load and were
the surdiest dement of the bridge smcture. On the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge, these ae
Box girders fabricated with iron paatesforming the top and Sdes; the bottom of the
beamswere |eft mostly open with small plates riveted to the Sdes a intervalsto complete
thebox. Here, the top chords take the form of a smooth, sngle arc, but in other parabolic
trusses, the top chords could be hipped; that is, broken into a seriesof angular ssgments.

(continued)
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The lower chords form areverse parabolic arc and arejoined to the top chords a the ends
forming the distinctive lens shgpeof thetmss. The lower chords are in tensonto resst
the downward thrust of thetop chords. Asaresult, they are comprised of four flat iron
bars Asdesgned, the tmssesare divided into ssgmentsby a series of podts typing the
top and bottom chords together. Diagond tension rods cross the goaces between the
posts, each with aturnbuckle to adjust therigidity of the sysem. Further bracingis
provided by longitudinal rods mrming the length of the truss mid-section. In the caseof
the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge, there are 12 pods within each truss, creeting pands 15 feet
2 V2 incheswide. The posts were made with iron lattice pands and are atached to the
chords by pins. On top they are pinned through the Sdesof the box beam. On the
bottom, the pinjunction ismore complex. Herethe pinjoins two ssgmentsof the bottom
chord (four eye-bars each) dong with the pog, four diagond tenson rods, and ahanger
for the floor beam.

The trusses are cormected acrassthe top by laterd lattice sruts Smilar in congtructionto
the pogs. They are atached to the pinsjoining to top chords and the vertica smits.
Diagond tenson rods aross the goace between the top smits; four intermediate cross
smits midway up the pogts provide additional lateral support. The bridge's deck is
supported by iron floor beams sugpended on hangers looped over pin connectors in the
lower chords. Lattice edge beamsrunning pardle to the chords are bolted to the floor
beamsto endose floor smcture segments, which like the other tmss pandss, are braced
by diagond tenson rods beneeth the deck. Thewood plank deck or roadway isnailed to
wood stringers than goan the goace between the iron floor beeams. Though suspended, the
floor stmcture ties the bottom chords of the trussestogether and completes the three-
dimensona stmcturd system of the bridge.

The entire truss sysgem is supported by porta smctures a the endsof the bridge. The
portas are iron archways fabricated of box girder and lattice beam demernts like the res
of the bridgethat are mounted on sone abutments. The endsof the parabolic chords are
pinned together and to the tops of the pods of these portas. The floor structure isaso
pirmed to the bases of thesepods The eedt porta of Bardwell's Ferry Bridgeis
supported by a gone masonry abutment in the degp banks on that sde of theriver. The
west portal retson afreestanding done pier a theriver's edge Theriver bank isnot as
abmpt here and a short, plate girder bridge goans the remaining disance across the
shordineto an abutment & road level.

The Bardwell's Ferry Bridge isremarkably intact in itshistoric smctural desgn and

(continued)
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materials. The road deck hes been replaced, but few other dterations are evident. The
abutment on the west Sde of the bridge haes been reinforced with concrete, but the other
done beases are essentidly inorigina condition. Asone of ten surviving lenticular truss
bridges in Massachusetts and of lessthan fifty nationally, this bridge isarareand
particularly instructive gpecimen of this unusud 19" century bridge technology.

Archaeological Description

No prehistoric gtesare recorded in the areaof the bridge aoutmentsor in the generd
locale (within one mile). While the bridge is located adjacent to the Deerfield River,
excessvey doped land surfaces and impacts resulting from construction of an earlier
bridge and Bardwell's Ferry Road indicate alow potentid for the presence or surviva of
prehistoric resources.

There isamoderate potentid for locating historic archaeologica resources a the Site of
the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge. Unidentified resources may survive in the areafrom the
ferry operated by the Bardwell Family in 1778. Stmcturd evidence might dso survive in
the river or inthe areasof the existing bridge aoutments from an earlier bridge builtin
1868. Structurd evidence could include portions of earlier bridge abutments and their
builder's trenches. Congtruction features may dso exist from the extant bridge.

(end)
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Name of Property

8 Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

21 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

I 1B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

nn C Property embodies thedistinctive characteristics
of atype, period or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I 1D Property has yielded, or is likely toyield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteriaconsiderations
(mark "x" inall the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

I 1A owned bya religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

I 1B removed from itsoriginal location.

Q C abirthplace or grave.

I 1D acemetery.

I 1 E areconstructed building, object or structure.

Q F acommemorative property.

I 1G less than 50years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Franklin County, M assachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ENGINEERING
TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1882-1949

Significant Dates
182

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
William O. Douglas, designer/patentee
Berlin Iron Bridge Co.. Eag Berlin. CT. builder

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets

Previous documentation onfile (NPS):

I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed inthe National Register

B previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark

B recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

fx] recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # MA-98

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
X Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repoditory:
Massechusdtts Highway Dept.. bridge #C-20-17
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1832 Bardwell's Ferry Bridgeis arare and remarkably undtered example of a
lenticular tmss metd bridge, one of the more unusuad examples of progressve highway
bridge engineering and desgn to emergeduring the late 19 century. With fewer than
fifty bridges of this tresstype identified as surviving inthe United States, and only ten
remaining in Massachusetts, the Bardwell's Ferry Bridgeis aparticularly significant
artifact. The lenticular (lens shaped) truss, dso known as aparabolic or an dliptical
tmss, was used in bridge congruction in Europe a decade before thefirst American
patents were issued for such adedsgn in the 1850s It was William O. Douglas "elliptical
bridge tmss," patented in 1878, that was employed in the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge. Sole
rights to the Douglas patent were owned by the Berlin Iron Bridge Co., of which Douglas
wes an officer. The company received hundreds of contracts throughout the Northeast
and became identified with this bridge type. The iron Bardwell's Ferry Bridge replaced a
wood tmss bridge that had been built in 1868. Prior to that point, the crossng hed been
meade by aferry operated by the Bardwell family snce 1778, from whom the place name
derived. After the old wood bridge had been damaged inastorm, an iron replacement
was chosen to accommodate the increased traffic on the road, which linked Conway with
anewly opened railroad station on the Shelbume sde. Bardwell's Ferry Bridge retains
integrity of desgn, materias, workmanship, feeling and association, and fiilfills criteria
A and Cof theNational Regiger of Historic Flaces.

THE LENTICULAR TRUSS BRIDGE

The lenticular tmsswas an innovative deveopment in bridge engineering that combined
advantages of the arch, cable suspensgon and the tmssina sngle smcturd sysem. The
top chord functioned as an arch, with the load of the bridge transmitted to it via vertical
posts. The bottom chord ressted the thmst of the arch, but it dso functioned as acadlein
sugoension from which the road deck was hung. The load on the lower chord was
ressted by the top chord a the endsas well as viathe posts. Together, the two chords
with their posts and diagond tenson rods comprised aparabolic tmss sysem. With three
distinct sysemsa work, both independently and in concert, the desgners argued safety
through redundancy. In redlity, this combination of sysemsdid not improvethe
smctura strength of the bridge over any one sysem. Thisvisud and conceptud
complexity gavethe gopearance of fail-safe constmction that artfully belied smplicity of
design and economy of materias. The result was a bridge of enormous popularity.

(continued)
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The"éelliptical” tmss desgn employed in the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge was patented by
William O. Douglas of Binghamton, New Y ork in 1878. The sysem was not origina to
Douglas. (Obtaining patents for "improved" tmssdesigns alowed bridge buildersto
avoid the cogts of purchasing the rightsto use previoudy patented designs) The
lenticular truss desgn reputedly originated with a German engineer named Laves with
the constmction of abridge c. 1839. British engineer 1sambard Kingdom Brunel leamed
of thistrussand usd it in the design of the Roya Albert Bridge over the River Tamar a
Sdtash, England in 1859. This smcture is conddered by bridge higtorians to be the first
and most important lenticular-truss bridge congtructed.  Patentsfor bridges employing
versons of the lenticular tmsswere issued in the United States as early as 1851; however,
with Douglas patent the Berlin Iron Bridge Company emerged as the sole American
manufacturer, and asde from Gudav Lindentha's Smithfield Street Bridge in Rittsburgh,
al surviving American bridges of thistype were the products of the Connecticut
company.

The Bardwell's Ferry Bridgeis clearly documented in company records, town contracts
and newgpgper reports as being manufactured and erected by the Corrugated Metd
Company, the precursor to the Berlin Iron Bridge Company. Built in 1882, the bridge
weas an early example of the lenticular tmss, coming less than three years after Douglas
obtained his patent and before the company changed its name and began afrenzy of
bridge constmction. In the company's roger, the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge ranks high on
the list of hundreds of lenticular-truss bridges that the Berlin Iron Bridge Company would
meke over the next two decades The bridge exhibitsall the characteristic ssmctura
components and connectors of the lenticular-truss sysem, plus anumber of unexpected
details, such as open endpods, four-bar lower chord sections, and poststhat connect to
the outsde of the top chord.

THE BERLIN IRON BRIDGE COMPANY

Because of the successof their patented parabolic truss design, the Berlin Iron Bridge
Company of East Berlin, Connecticut, emerged as one of the mog prolific bridge
fabricating firmsin the late 19" century.

The Cormgated Meta Company originated as amanufacturer of roof tmsses and
corrugated roofing in Eagt Berlin, Connecticut, amgor New England meta .
manufacturing center. The busnessfirst organized under the partnership of Roys «&

(continued)
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Wilcox, which specidized in tinner's tools and sheet metd fabricating machinery. In
1868 they incorporated as the American Cormgated Iron Company indicating a shift to
the production of building products. Three yearslater, the name of the busnesswas
changed again; thistimeto the Metallic Cormgated Shingle Company. The budness
changed names once more in 1873 becoming known as the Cormgated Metd Company,
advertising roof trusses, cormgated iron shutters, roofing, celling and siding, as well as
generd iron constmction. It was reputedly on the verge of bankruptcy in 1877 when
Company presdent SC. Wilcox shifted its attention to metd bridge constmction. He
employed William O. Douglas of Binghamton, New Y ork, as treesurer and executive
manager. The following year Douglas was granted apatent for an eliptical truss bridge,
and the firm began promoting itself as "Engineers and Contractors for Douglas Patent
Wrought Iron Bridge." Advertissments in this period included a cmnde illustration of an
elliptical tmss bridge.

The Company obtained exclusve rightsto Douglas bridge patent. In his application,
Douglas sated that the dliptical tmss design would "improve the constmction and
efficiency of tmss-bridges by combining as far as possble the maximum of strength with
the minimum of cost." Clearly, thiswas asdlling point for the bridge. The firm built
more than 600 lenticular goansover the next twenty years.  Its Sucoesswas the result of
effective sdesmanship and much as good engineering. Agents would use the redundant
tmss design and the unusud, "advanced” gopearance of the bridge to impress town
officials of the meritsof the bridge over their competitor's modds. The remarkable
design of the bridge and its coincidence with gate and local highway improvement
programs to replace aging wooden bridges extended its popularity, even as ded was
adopted as the preferred simctura materid. By 1900 the elliptical tmss bridge was no
longer marketable, and the company tumed from bridge manufacture to pioneer the
constmcfion of stedl-frame industria buildings. The bridge company was absorbed in
Andrew Carnegie's American Bridge Company.

THE BARDWELL'S FERRY BRIDGE

The gte known as Bardwell's Ferry islocated in the southernmost section of the town of
Shdbume on the Deerfield River. It was an important crossing on the road between the
towns of Conway and Shelbume, and one of few river crossngs between the mgjor towns
of Shdbume Fdlsand Greenfield. Before the first bridge wes erected, the Bardwell
family had operated aferry service in thislocationfor nearly 85 years. The importance

(continued)
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of this crossing within the loca trangportation network is documented in the preservation
of thefamily name a the crossing, with roads connecting to the ferry, and the present
bridge itself Gideon Bardwell settled near the Deerfield River in Shebume around 1778
and began the ferry shortly thereafter. The first documentary reference to "Gideon
Bardwell's Ferry" is madeintown records in 1784. Subsequent records, local histories
and mgpsall refer to the crossing as "Bardwell's Ferry" and/or the ferryman as being
Gideon Bardwell, his son Jod and grandson Orasmnus O. Bardwell.

Oraamus O. Bardwell was aleeder in petitioning the towns of Conway and Shelburne to
erect abridge a the crossing a the timethat the Troy & Greenfield Railroad was being
built through his land and adong the Deerfield River in the 1860s By the summer of
1867, work on the railroad was nearing completion. A bridge to carry the railroad across
the Deerfield just north of Bardwell's Ferry was in construction and track hed been laid
within two or three miles of theferry. In anticipation of accommodating the increased
road trafficatrain sop plan on the Shebume sde of the river was expected to generae,
as well as capitalizing on the economic opportunities it presented to the two towns,
Bardwell led a petition movement to upgradethe road leading to the crossng as well as
erecting abridge there. The Franklin County Commissoners agread and directed the
towns to undertake the improvements. Both communities followed suit and on
November 6, 1867, they entered into acontract with Hartwell & Sprague of Northampton
"to congtruct, erect and complete in athorough and workmanlike manner, a substantia
Bridge of the 'Howe pattem,’ 0 caled, acrossthe Deerfield River.”

The completed bridge was a condant source of digpute between the towns over shared
responsibilities and maintenance cogts. Although the bridge connected Conway and
Shelbume, it lay wholly within the latter, the town boundary being the west side.of the
river & that time. Onthat bads Conway refused to pay for repars, Shdbume officials
agued that the bridge was used mostly by Conway resdentstravelling to and from
Shdbume. Finaly, in 1875 the town of Shdburne was forced to petition the
Massachusetts legid ature to compel the town of Conway to pay their share (half) of
bridge maintenance cods A few yearsafter this issue was resolved, on January 27,
1882, the bridge was blown off its dbutmentsinastorm. In the following month, both
towns voted to rebuild the bridge; in Shelbume, a leest, areplacement bridge of iron was
favored.

On March 9, 1882, sdectmen of both towns contracted with the Cormgated Metdl
Company of Eadt Berlin, Connecticut, "to build, paint, and make complete, and have

(continued)
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reedy for use by the 20" day of May, 1882,....a Wrought Iron Parabolic Truss Bridge."
The contract specified that the bridge was to be 198 feet long with a 16 foot wide
roadway. The $7,000 cogt was to be split equaly by the towns. Shdbume sonemason
George G. Merrill was contracted to build an aoutment and pier. The Greenfidld Gazette
and Courier reported on May 29" that they new iron bridge had arrived but hed not yet
been taken off the railroad cars. Six weeks late, on July 17, the pgpar announced: "The
Bardwédll's Ferry bridge is completed and proves to be afine looking ssmcture.”

The Massachusetts Department of Public Works Historic Bridge Inventory identified the
Bardwell's Ferry Bridge as one of only ten lenticular-truss bridges remaining in the Sate.
Additionally, the bridge is avery early example of the type, coming only four years
following the issuance of Douglas patent, as well a being unusudly long, measuring
198 feet, making it one of the longest documented lenticular goansin the United States
And, that is essentidly undtered from its as-built desgn and materids provides added
significance and distinguishes the bridge as an important engineering and historica
landmark in Franklin County and the State of Massachusetts.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to help raconstmct
an important crossing of the Deerfield River between the towns of Conway and
Shelbume. Archaeologica evidence may be present that identifiesactua components of
the ferry that established the crossing in 1778. Structural evidence from abutments and
archaeologicd features assodated with the 1868 wooden bridge that replaced theferry
may a0 survive. These resources might help reconstruct the form and actud location of
the earlier bridge. Archaeologica features assodated with the existing and earlier bridge
might aso help identify and undergand construction techniques used in bridge
congtruction. Identification of structural remains and features assodated with both
bridges may dso indicate the extent to which the existing bridge incorporated portions of
the earlier bridge in its constmction.

(end)
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request ofthe SHPO or FPO.)

name jointly by the Towns of Conway and Shelburne, MA

elfper fombesonddalla8hebaptdConway)spiBridae St (Shelyiele 01%48P8ERvay) 01370 (Shelburne)

Paperworl< Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Parl< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



United States Degpartment of theInterior
Nationd Pak Savice
Nationa Regge of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
BARDWELL'S FERRY BRIDGE

Section number Page I Conway/Shdbume (Franklin Co.), Mass.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the bridge are atached on town assessor's mgas from Conway and
Shdburne.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property conssts only of the bridge and its abutments it isonly the area
that has been historically assocated with the bridge.

(end)
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NATI ONAL REA STER CF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON
PRCPERTY Bardwel |"s Ferry Bridge

NAME :

MULTI PLE

NAME :

STATE £ GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Franklin

DATE RECEI VED: [/11/00 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: | / 24/ QO
DATE (- 16TH DAY: 2/ 09/ 00 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 2/ 25/ 00

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 00000076

REASONS FAOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
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ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS
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TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/ N
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TOWN OF SHELBURNE

INCORPORATED JUNE 21. 1768
R ECEI V ED OFFICE OF CLERK, TREASURER, SELECTMEN,
ASSESSORS AND TAX COLLECTOR
CD' 2 8 m 51 BRIDGE STREET

SHELBURNE FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS 01370-1181
TELEPHONE 413-625-0300

I\/m HIS'I' m\/l\/l FAX 413-625-0303

October 26, 1999

Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director
Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer
Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough,

It iswith great plessureto havereceived notice that the Bardwell's Ferry Bridge in
Shdburne and Conway, Massachusattswill be consdered by the Massachusetts
Historicd Commission for nomination to the Nationad Register of Historic Flaces
Although it isundear a thistimewhether or not amember of our Board will be present
for the Decamber 8" meeting in Dorchester, MA, we wanted to expressour support for
the proposed nomination of the BardwellsFerry Bridge. We believe that thisbridge isan
important historic ass=t for the towns of Sheburne and Conway, and istotaly deserving
of the Nationa Historic desgnation. Thank you for your consderation.

Sincerdly,

Angus 'Terry" Dun, Chairman

Joseph J. Ju3d

ChrigineR. Baronas
Board of Sdectmen

Cc: Frederick J. Kreitner, Conway



Town of CONWAY, Massachustts

5 Academy Hill Road - Telephone: (413) 369-4773 and
32 Main Street - Telephone: (413) 369-4235 - Fax: (413) 369-4237
P.O. Box 240- Conway, Massachusetts 01341-0240

March 30, 1999

RECEIVE
Betsy Friedberg MAR 31 m
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission "ASS. HIST.

220 Morrissey Blvd.
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Director Friedberg:
Mr. Frederick Kreitner of the Conway Historica Commission shared your |letter

to him dated 3/18/99 with the Board of Sdectmen.

The purpose of this letter isto advise you that the Board of Sdectmen
wholeheartedly support the Historica Commission's gpplication for listing Bardwells
Ferry Bridge inthe National Register of Historic places

Should you require any additiona information, please do not hestateto contact
me

Sincerely yours.

Sharon C. Gorman
Administrative Aide

C: Mr. Fred Kreitner

of -



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretar}' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Jenuary 6, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of theInterior

National Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stret, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:

Bardwell's Farry Bridge, Conway/Shdburne (Franklin Co.), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been 9gned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Two letters of support have bean received, from the Boards of Sdectmen in eech community.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg '
National Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Frederick Kretner, Conway Hidoricd Commisson
Jk Ramey, Chair, Corway Higoricad Commisson
Anthony Jewdl, Char, Srdbume Higoricd Commisson
Thomes Ward, Chair, Corway Board of Sdedtimen
Teary Dum 11, Chair, Srdbume Boad of SHedmen
Brock Cutting, Srdbume Aanning Boad
Mattheww Amorelo, Comnr., Masssadhusaits Highway Departiment
Rass Dindio, Didrict 1, Masssdhusdits Highway Department

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
ifii'tv.state.via. tts/sec/mbc



