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Located at the edge of Springer in Colfax County, New Mexico,
the Mills House is situated on a slight rise near the Cimarron
Creek. The three-story residence, which faces south, contains
thirty-two rooms and hallways. It is constructed of adobe,
painted white, and topped by a dark metal mansard roof. The
house is built above a six-room basement, only five of which are
accessible. A two-story wooden porch encloses three of its
sides, and protectlve wooden wainscoting runs along the exterior
of the first floor wall. Nearly all of the exterior wooden trim
is painted green. Four chimneys protrude above the roof line.
Many of the windows on the first and second stories are set in
palrs and all have double panes of glass, as well as wooden shut
ters. Dormer windows admit light and air to the third story.
The front entrance consists of elegant double doors which open
beneath a fixed rose glass transom, and glve access to a front
hallway with a lavish two-story staircase. The larger west wing
of the house seems to have been the public or formal area,since
its detailing is elegant and its rooms are larger than those in
the east. The west wing room on the second floor was originally
large enough to have been used as a ballroom or reception room,
but has now been partitioned into two smaller areas. The east
wing of the house, which is generally simpler in detail, could
well have been for the private use of the family itself.
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STATEMENT ®F SIGNIFICANZE
Melv1n W. MiX¥ls, the man for whom this house was built, and

after whom it is named, was born in 1845 in Canada, educated at
Law School in Michigan, and had arrived in the mining settlement
of Elizabethtown, New Mexico in 1868, attracted by the w1dely
circulated tales of its riches in gold. He enqaged in mlnlng
and ranchlng as well as in the practlce of law, gaining a repu-
tatlon in this profession through his defense of several of the
area's notorious murderers and desperados. In 1872, Mills was
instrumental in the founding of Cimarron, which replaced Eliza-
bethtown as the Colfax County seat after the mining boom col-
lapsed. 1In 1875 he was elected to the State Leglslature, but
was falsely accused of murder By a defeated opponent and nearly
lyncghed. He was saved only by the arrival of U.S. Cavalry. In
187// he played an 1mportant role in the transfer of the county
seat to Sprlnger, ‘made desirable because of Cimarron's decline
when the Santa Fe Trail days ended and the railroad began oper-
ating in the state. Mills, at that time, was acting as county
attorney. He assisted in the platting of Springer and moved
there himself, building his extraordinary house. 'Mills was also
associated for some years with Lucien B. Maxwell, owner of the
famous Maxwell Land Grant. After Maxwell's death and with the
decline of his land grant organization's fortunes, Mills became
involved in disputes with recent settlers over the public vs.
private status of the old grant. Although Mills lost his lavish
home because of financial reverses, he was brought back to it
to die, in accordance with his earlier wishes. Throughout his
residency in Colfax County his influence on the affairs of north-
ern New Mexico was great, and his reputation as one of the Ter-
ritory's leading and most colorful figures remains secure.

From the standpoint of architecture, the Mills House is prob-
ably unique in the nation. For, although it is in the French
Academic style, it has a definite New Mex1can air due to the
work contributed by local craftsmen who were tralned in the

Greek Revival techniques that prevaﬂed in New Mexico during the
Territorial Period. The porch of the house is definitely Ter-

fitorial in design, and the craftsmen also left their distinctive
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Mills House

8. Significance (continued)

touch on the interior's lavishly carved walnut trim and paneling.
Not only is this blendlng of styles unique, but the scale on
which the styles were applied is fairly unusual. In the eastern
United States, where buildings in the French Academic manner had
been constructed since before the Civil War, they occurred com-
monly as town houses, smaller than the Mills House, and usually
built as part of a block composed of several identical structures
The Mills House, with its thirty-two rooms and hallways, is con-
siderably larger than a town house, and would have been an im-
pressive residence anywhere in the country during the 1880's,and
especially in New Mexico. That this French Academic building
should have occurred at such a late date (for the school's influ-
ence was nearly played out then in the east) is understandable
because of the time lag that generally controlled the development
of trends in the southwest.

The architectural importance of this three-story residence lies
partially in the mixture of French Academic and Greek Revival
styles, and partially in the consistency of proportion and the
blending of detail. The overall unity of the structure is re-
markable, and testifies to the competence of its designer.

Materials used in construction include metal shingles for the
mansard portion of the roof, and the cast iron railing that en-
closes it. Both the roofing and the railing were obviously im-
ported from at least as far away as St. Louis, indicating the ef-
fort expended to achieve the desired result: an elegant and
finely done house which has no equal in the southwest of its
period.

9. (continued)
Historical Review, Vol. I, Santa Fe, 1926
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