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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Robins' Roost, the former residence of two famous governors of Tennessee, has been 
authentically, restored and modernized by the present owners. Like many of the 
residences of the late nineteenth century era the Victorian architecture is 
characteristic of their gracious life style and enjoyment of picturesque vistas.

Located high above the street level the house and outbuildings spread across 
the side of the steep hillside lot. The parklike setting is landscaped with 
ornamental plants, flowering shrubbery and tall shade trees. The main driveway 
enters the oversized lot from Roane Street. It winds across the terraced hill 
side to the main entrance. Making a turn at the north elevation it continues 
past the lower garage and descends to the street level at the north west corner 
of the lot. A stairway constructed of rusticated stone crosses the property 
diagonally from the front sidewalk to the drive adjacent to the main entrance. 
Outbuildings located behind the main house and back terrace have been restored 
by the present owners. The major outbuildings include a two-story house located 
on the slope above the main house. Designed in the Tennessee vernacular style 
the structure features a gable roof and rectangular front porch. The architectural 
fabric is original and similar to that of the main house and the other outbuildings.

Built of frame construction on brick bearing walls, the residence features 
asymmetric articulation of the rectangular plan which defies central axis points 
with wings and additions projecting in each direction, topped by steep gable and 
modified hip style roof. The structure is clad in weatherboard and shingle, 
painted white. The main roof is clad in standing seam metal.

Distinguished by its prominent setting the most charming characteristic of the 
design is created by the prominent placement of the veranda style porch. Skirting 
three elevations of the first story, it curves in a semi-circular arc around the 
base of the two-story bay wing. An inviting feature of the porch is the pano 
ramic view of the city and the countryside beyond. The porch structure is 
supported by a full story raised basement accented by diamond shape windows across 
the front. The spectacular quality of the veranda is accented by the robust carved 
wood brackets, turned and chamfered posts and gingerbread design of the ornamental 
balustrade.

A feature of the main facade is the perch-like quality of the second story balcony. 
The balcony porch is highlighted by the fanciful, bargeboard decorated, gable roof 
pediment, turned posts, carved banister and rail. The lower part of the wall is 
clad in fishtail shingles, painted white.

The sparkling quality of the restored exterior is continued on the interior. The 
former elegance of the interior design is accented by antique furnishings and 
restored original fixtures. Paint has been removed from the woodwork to expose the 
hand carved and hand rubbed wood carpentry of the paneling, door enframements, 
moldings and wainscoting. Doors are hand carved with bowed panels and fitted with 
brass hinges and knobs. Mantles and overmantles are designed with delicately carved 
and incised floral motifs accented by robust spool work and pierced wood panels. 
The main staircase, located in the foyer, combines the pierced wood panel and spool 

motif banister, linear carved closed stringer stair and oversized newel post featuring
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incised floral and spool motif. Door enframements feature a crown motif. The 
handsome wainscoting incorporates beaded panels and carved chair rails. The 
present owners have added modern conveniences for the kitchen and baths. The 
present plan of the floor space is the original. Additional modernizing is in 
keeping with the late nineteenth century period.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Robins' Roost is a landmark in Johnson City, Tennessee. The beautifully restored 
house, located on South Roane Street, was formerly owned and lived in by two 
famous governors of Tennessee. The house was built in 1890 by William T. Graham. 
It was sold to Robert Love Taylor in 1892, who gave the house its present name.

Robert Love Taylor became governor for the first term of office in 1887 and returned 
to Johnson City in 1892. In 1900 he sold Robins' Roost to his brother, Alfred 
A. Taylor, who lived there until 1903. Alfred Taylor became governor of Tennessee 
in 1921-1923. Robert Love Taylor and Alfred A. Taylor are best remembered for 
their concurrent and opposing political campaigns for governor in the election of 
1886. The election was so unusual that it won national interest, and it is still 
referred to by historians and humorists as the "War of the Roses."

Robins' Roost is distinguished by its prominent setting and parklike vista, 
characteristic of the gracious life style, prestige and affluence enjoyed by its 
former owners. The architectural style is picturesque. It is characterized by 
the full story raised basement which adds extra height to the sweeping veranda 
style porches. Equally nostalgic is the second story balcony, designed to take 
full advantage of the site and splendid panoramic view. The interior has been 
completely restored to its former elegance, furnished with period antiques. The 
most outstanding feature of the interior is the hand carved woodwork which has 
been hand rubbed to restore its original finish and luster. Thus, in addition 
to its association with famous Tennesseans, Robins', Roost is significant as an 
example of Victorian architecture in the area in the late nineteenth century.
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