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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed by R. Clipstone Sturgis of Boston, The Security Trust Building of Rock-
land was built in 1912, This bank is a very high quality example of a small~town bank
of the early 20th century.

The bank is rectangular in plan with a flat roof and a granite foundation faced
with marble. 1Its one-story walls are of brick with marble trim. *

The principal facade, which faces east, features a central recessed doorway
flanked by engaged Tonic columns and capped by a simple entablature and triangular
pediment with acroterions. Above the entrance is a rectangular swag panel. On each
side of the entrance is a tall arched window, fifteen-over—fifteen with ten lights
in the arch of the upper sash. A marble keystone is fitted into each brick arch above
these windows. Below each window is an undecorated rectangular marble pane. A marble
string course runs around the building just above the peak of the entrance pediment,
while another runs above the window arch keystones. Above this latter string course jg
a molded cornice.

The north side of the bank is an unfenestrated brick wall, attached to an adjoin-
ing building. The west end likewise is windowless.

The south elevation features a series of four windows indentical to the facade
windows; and the architectural details on the south side are the same as on the front
of the bank, except that there are plain marble medallions between the string courses.
The west end of the south side is slightly recessed and is of two stories with rectan-
gular six-over-six double-hung windows of single sash.

The corners of the Bamk are decorated with hrick quoins.

Internally, the building is not in the fine condition of the exterior, but its
problems are cosmetic and superficial, not structural. The original decor is intact.
Particularly notable is the plaster frieze which depicts in relief the cojnage of the
period.

The Security Trust'Building in Rockland is in a very good state of preservation
and carries details which are of high quality in design and materials, As such, it
is an outstanding representative of its period and type.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Begun in 1911 and completed the following year, the Security Trust Building,
although not a large huilding, occupies a key location in downtown Rockland. Its
restrained, yet powerful facade with classic overtones sets it apart from its more
complicated and opulent Victorian neighbors. 1In a very real sense it is a fore-
runner of present day trends in banking architecture which seek to portray these
financial institutions as up to the minute progressive enterprises, yet soundly

based.
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