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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This historicydistrict includes the closely related old towns of Silver 
City, Ruby C^ty, Boonsyille, Dewey, and Fairvlew along with major silver 
mines on War Eagle Mountain and Florida Mountain. A placer mining stretch 
of upper Jordan creek also is included, along with the ends of the 
Reynold's creek, Jordan creek, and Scotch Bob roads to the mines.

AJbput forty buildings, including the early-day Idaho Hotel, remain at 
SilyerJ'""some"T'''£re""maintained, and others are falling into disrepair. The 
gho^t town atmosphere has not been ruined by modernization, and excellent 
opportunities exist for interpretation of a mining community in the mines 
as well as in the town. The town has a number of residences, some old 
commercial buildings, lodge buildings, and a school and church. Traces 
of early placer mining are limited, but dumps, mill sites, tunnels, shafts, 
and an exposed quartz vein (about the best example to be found anywhere) 
may still be seen. Part of the Cumberland mill (built too late for use) 
survives. Foundations of other mills are visible.

This area includes sections 3 ? 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 of T5S, R3W; sections 
31-32 of T4S, R3W; sections 25, 26, 35, and 36 of T4S, R4W; and sections 
1, 2, and 12 of T5S, R4W. In a major district such as this, the mines 
extend over considerable area. The workings of the..Trade Dollar Consoli­ 
dated alon| include a system of interconnected tuiuftels in Florida Mountain 
which connect Silver City and Dewey, more than two miles apart.

This historic district needs to be interpreted as an area, and because it 
is remote from settlement, it can be preserved without difficulty. BLM, 
the agency which owns the land, agrees that this whole area should be 
protected.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Boise Basin gold discoveries in 1862 brought mining to the Owyhee 
region" the ""next"""year. Coming from the new town of Placerville, 
Michael Jordan's party of 29 prospectors found gold on Jordan Creek,
May 18, 11 after working up the stream a few days, they returned
to Boise Basin with news that set off the Owyhee gold rush. Quartz 
discoveries in July and August, particularly the rich Orofino high 
on War Eagle Mountain, augmented the easily worked placers. Not 
until another important lode, The Morning Starj_jj^...lQQatfidJ^Ctober 
14, 1863, did it begin to become apparent that the Owyhee mines 
would be noted primarily for silver. By the fall of 1864, ore 
from the Orofino and the Morning Star began to keep a number of 
differj^njt_jy^amjg> mills busy producing a million dollars a year. 
Then ill September, 1864, incredibly rich ore turned up in another 
magnificent War Eagle property called, somewhat imaginatively, the 
Poorman. A claim war stopped work on the Poorman after a production 
of only six days, but in those Six days, surface operations by the 
hastiest methods yielded over $50P,PPP worth of ore. Litigation 
over title to the Poorman was finally compromised; in the summer 
of 1866, serious efforts began on that property. Fabulously spec­ 
tacular Poorman ore specimens were displayed in Congress and in 
the Paris International Exposition, where the Poorman exhibit Deceived 
a special gold medal in 1867. Additional major lode discoveries on 
War Eagle Mountain led to a full-scale underground claim war early 
in 1868. Hostilities were suppressed, and the mines went on producing 
until the failure of the Bank of California, August 26, 1875, Brought 
most work to a halt. The community did not collapse even then al­ 
though Silver City's daily newspaper (The Owyhee Avalanche had 
started August 19, 1865, and had become Idaho's earliest daily 
after telegraph service reached Silver City, August 31, 1875) 
eventually had to become a weekly again.

Most of Silver City T s $4^JLPPPJ,PPP^mineral yield came from lower grade 
properties in Florida Mountain, which could be developed because of 
improved transportation available after the Oregon Short Line 
commenced transcontinental rail service in 18Jf4. M,p_sjLJif_tJtie....Jb!UxldjLngs 
go back to this later era, less spectacular but more productive than 
th"e"early years. AfLtejr the big companies shut down in 1912 Ju^So.]jter 
City continued as county seat until a 1934 referedum moved the county 
government to Murphy. AJter wartime restrictions terminated mining 
in^194^, Silver City became an authentic ghost town.



Mildretta Adams, Historic Silver City (Homedale, 1960).
Paul B. Christian, Idaho's Silver City (M.A. Thesis, University of Calif­ 

ornia, 1952). 
Betty Derig, A History of Silver City, Idaho (M.A. Thesis, University of 

Montana, 1951). 
Lem A. York, Descriptive and Commercial Directory of Owyhee County, 

Idaho (Silver City, 1898).

Bulletin 22,, Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology (Moscow, 1964)
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SOURCE: Silver City, Rooster Comb, Triangle, and 
United States°fce8Lo6ical Survey: Flint Creek Quadrangles.
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