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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is situated in the NW% of the NW% of Section 35, 
Township 11 North, Range 25 West. It is located on its original site 
just south of the Platte River, along the old Central Overland (or 
Oregon) Trail. Facing SSW, it parallels both the Platte River and 
the Overland Trail, jit is a long, low, one story cabin, constructed 
of heavy, squared, hand-hewn cedar logs. To the original, ca. 1859 
section of the cabin, two extant log sections were later added to the 
east,[probably in 1860-61 when the building served as a Pony Express 
station. Originally the log walls sat directly on bare earth, which 
also served as the cabin's floor. The entire structure now rests on 
a concrete platform. Now sealed with grout, the wall spaces were 
originally packed with mud. The roof as it evidently appeared in the 
1860's remains intact. This low pitched, split cedar roof is 
supported by cedar log ridge beams and surmounted by a heavy layer of 
sod. Above this roof and its sod cover is the present shingled roof, 
having a steeper pitch than the early roof it conceals.

Many Pony Express stations in Nebraska were destroyed during 
Indian raids in 1864-65. Many more fell into ruins following the 
completion of the Union Pacific Railroad across Nebraska in 1869. 
However, Midway survived, serving for many years as a ranch dwelling. 
About 1879 the building and its surrounding property were acquired by 
Henry Laurens Williams. About 1897 a large frame house was built 
immediately north of the log structure, which became a rear annex to 
the newer structure. Although the frame house was destroyed by fire 
about 1959, the log cabin survived with only minor damage. The 
Williams family continues to own the cabin, which is located on their 
"Lower 96 Ranch," now managed by Henry's grandson Robert M. Williams. 
Aware of its historical importance, the family has carefully preserved 
the structure. They have recently installed exhibits and old 
furnishings inside the cabin, which is occasionally opened to the public

8. Continued •.
was headquartered at Midway late in 1864, during a period of severe 
Indian depredations in the vicinity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This structure is Nebraska's most important extant building 
known to have served traffic along the old Central Overland (or Oregon) 
Trail. It served this traffic in several capacities. Most importantly, 

\ the structure is one of some thirty-six Nebraska buildings which served 
as Pony Express stations during the brief existence of the Pony Express 
in 1860-61. Three of these stations are claimed to be extant: one 
structure at Cozad, another at Gothenburg, and Midway Station south of 
Gothenburg.\ While the authenticity of at least one of these three 
buildings is uncertain, research thus far indicates that Midway is 
almost certainly an authentic Pony Express station. It is the most 
historically importantjand least altered of the three buildings, and 
only Midway remains on its original site.\

It has been reported that Midway was built as a fur trading post 
about 1850. However, lit appears reasonably certain that the building 
was one of a series of some fifteen stage and mail stations constructed 
across Nebraska in 1859 by the Leavenworth & Pikes Peak Express Company 
to link the Missouri River with Denver and Salt Lake City. The firm 
of Russell, Majors and Waddell soon acquired these stations and early 
in 1860 built about twenty-one additional Nebraska stations. All 
thirty-six buildings, located at intervals of about fifteen miles, 
were soon used as Pony Express stations. In 1859 Midway was known 
only as U.S. Mail Station #17.1 However, travellers in I860, including 
England's Sir Richard Burton, began to refer specifically to "Midway" 
in their writings. \The station purportedly derives its name from its 
position midway on the stage line between Atchison and Denver."\

! Midway's importance was enhanced in 1860 when it became a Pony 
Express "home station," which housed riders in addition to caring for 
their horses. (Most stations were "relay stations" caring for horses 
only.)] Meanwhile, Midway continued to serve as a stage and immigrant 
supply station until the late 1860's. During this period/the building 
was located on the most heavily trafficked segment of the Central 
Overland Trail, which had served as the principal Nbrtir American 
highway to the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean since the 1830's. 
At Fort Kearny, some 66 miles east of Midway, traffic converged from 
various Missouri River towns. At Julesburg, some 136 miles west of 
Midway, traffic branched off to Colorado, California, Oregon, and 
Montana. Captain John R. Porter's company of some fifty Union soldiers

<  (CONTINUED)
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1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


