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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

When Fort Alphonso XIII was constructed, it consisted of approximately 
one-half mile of high walls completely enclosing a courtyard on two sides 
where residences and administrative structures were situated. The other 
two sides were the seacoast and were not fortified. The wall had numerous 
batteries^at least two entrances and a walkway. Toward the exterior a 
wide glacis extended to prevent a secret approach from the jungle to the 
fort.

The wall was constructed of local rock and much of this was coralline. 
The mortar used was made from lime obtained by burning shell and coral to 
ash - the sand was coral sand. The wall stood about eight foot high and 
had a parapet that varied from two to three feet. It was approximately 
five feet thick at the bottom and narrowing to three feet at the top. 
Local earth fill was used in the center. At this time, the portion of 
the wall remaining contains two arches. They are in a bad state of 
deterioration as the sides have cracked and the top of the arch is sagging, 
The rock in the wall is rough, jagged and in size ranges from 4" to two 
feet. There is approximately seven hundred feet of the wall left and it 
is in various stages of deterioration.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spanish Wall is a remnant of Fort Alphonso XIII whose construction 
started in late 1887 after a rebellion of Ponapeans killed several 
Spanish and drove other Spanish to a ship in the harbor, in July 1887. 
However, three Spanish warships arrived on October 29 with the new 
Governor Don Luis Cardarso and several hundred soldiers.

After securing the area the Spanish constructed Fort Alphonso XIII which 
had high walls and batteries enclosing a wide courtyard in which residences 
and administration buildings were located. Thus the fort continued to be 
utilized by the Spanish as the administrative headquarters for the colony 
and a strong point during local disturbances. "" -

In 1899, Germany acquired Ponape by purchase along with the other 
Micronesian islands after Spain lost the Spanish - American War. Shortly 
thereafter German forces occupied Kolonia. The second German Governor, 
Dr. Hahl had the vast majority of the fortifications torn down shortly 
thereafter. The remainder is what stands today.

However, the fort was used during the rebellion of 1910 which resulted 
from a dispute and murders over road building. When the revolt started 
on October 18, the German forces stayed at the fort until reinforcements 
arrived on November 26 on the Germania.

Ultimately, the revolt wasttrushed on February 23, 1911 during whose time 
the fort served as a German headquarters.

Since then, the fort has not been utilized and today it is maintained 
as a park.



:;||;::;:§i|^R::§;|:S:'t:;i0G;f![;Af>:HtCAt- REFERENCeS : , =:; ••; ; : ; . =' \ : \---: : "J-. - : ; : : ; ::.-•-;. •"• *;:;; : ;"y.- :;;;-:•£;.;;:: •:_•::,•= ; :..-: ;vV : ' : S:t;...: ^^i^M^Ill':!'--^

Hambruch, Paul. Results of the South Sea Expedition,
Friederichsen, De Gruyter, and Co. Hamburg, 1932. 

Fischer, John L. The Eastern Carolines, Human Relations
Area Files Press, New Haven, 1957.

|liliQt^APHlCA.L; DATA ' - !' ; \ - .. .- •'. : : ;-^ : T^ '.^.H.:-' , 'M ̂  ]- ™^ -S:^I ̂ 'V^ Et^
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 
————————— ————————————————————————— —————————————————————— __ |
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW o • " o

NE ° ° 

SE ° ' " ° 

SW _» ' °

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING Thin (_ tiM T5.R POIN 1 OF A PROPERTY 
s OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

6° 58 ' 05" 158° 13' 08 -

1
APPROXIMATE A C R E A G E O F NOM1N A T ED PROPERTY: 0,85

|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE
: --~ - "-" -' - L

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

David T. Lotz, Planner
ORGANIZATION Department of DATE 
Parks and Recreation Resources Division, Commerce Nov. 29, 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

P.O. Box 682
CITY OR TOWN:

Agana
K;;;;tlAli;: : Li &sbN:'$f JN£ it*i :̂fr r F iseitfflteri-si^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State ftK Local Q

7 t ,

Title Chief, Resources & Land Use

Date December 3, 1974

STATE CODE

Guam 96910 66
:<?w:;:^^^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date / / f

ATTEST: 
4 t 

, /// W — ~~/ L^7 f/^i^L^-^f (
Keeper of The^Ffational Register ""*

I ~~) J n ""\ //Date / {__  ' j g~j ) <-f
f

^"'

rn 
m

H 

70

C

n
H 

O

z

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-I



Hi JONAPE 4° 5° 6° 7° 8°

'12
TT^T

!¥i
-jiKlI

I 2I 2|;';P

-R&


