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In 1789 Captain Tilman Dixon built an eight-room log house on his 
38M-0 acre Revolutionary War land grant and thus located himself in 
what was to become Smith County, Tennessee. The original two-story 
log house stands today on a farm in Dixon Springs but a two-story 
brick wing was added to each end of the log structure sometime 
prior to the Civil War. A large two story porch or gallery with 
six square posts and bannisters upstairs connects the brick wings. 
Nice scrollwork brackets are found under the eaves in the cornice 
that was added when the additions were made.

Six of the original eight log rooms remain with the original logs, 
paneling and flooring, ceiling joists, and wrought iron door hinges 
in good condition. The "saddle and rider" construction with its 
original chinking is still sound. The two back rooms have been 
torn off and replaced with a log kitchen addition and a clapboard 
connection forming the rear ell of the house. The two stone 
chimneys of the original log portion along with two brick chimneys 
built with the 1850 T s addition are still in use as is the large 
stone chimney on the present kitchen wing.

Two original log outbuildings are extant but several others were 
built originally in the form of barns, slave quarters, and other 
outhouses. The large brick and log structure makes an imposing 
site in the rolling hills of the rural bluegrass area of Middle 
Tennessee.
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Captain Tilman Dixon was a prominent early settler in the Middle 
Tennessee area and was the builder of Dixona. Dixon was a captain 
in the American Revolution and fought at King T s Mountain. After 
the war, he had the distinction of being a member of the "Society 
of the Cincinnati." He received a 384-0-acre land grant in Middle 
Tennessee for his services in the Revolution and settled in 1788 in 
what was to become Smith County.

Dixon is thought to have been the first settler in this part of 
the Cumberland country. He was indeed a wealthy man in his day. 
He was the first merchant in the area that was known as Dixon 
Springs; he also served as the first postmaster, the first tavern 
keeper, and one of the first magistrates in the county as well as 
the builder of the first school in the area. The first court or 
tribunal held in Smith County met at Dixon T s home, Dixona, on 
December 16-17, 1799; thus Dixona has been called "The Birthplace 
of Smith County."

The Dixon house was located along the Old Walton Road which 
brought early travellers and settlers from Knoxville to the central 
basin of Middle Tennessee. Due to its location, many notables 
were visitors in the two-story log house which provided more 
luxurious accommodations than open camp. In 1792 William Blount, 
the Governor of the "Territory South of the River Ohio," stayed 
at Dixona on a trip from Knoxville to Nashville. Still later 
in 1797, Louis Philippe, Duke of Orleans and later king of France, 
while on his famous "Tour of America" with his two brothers, 
spent the night at the Dixon place. The Duke recorded in his diary 
that he "Had at Major ? Dixon T s the luxury of coffee and two beds 
for four."

Tilman Dixon died in 1816 and was buried in the family graveyard 
a hundred yards northeast of the residence. Not only had he 
served his country and state in military, political, and business 
matters, he left an imposing home for the period which has stood 
as a testimony to the determination, strength, and skill of 
many of the early settlers. Dixona is the oldest house in Smith 
County and one of the oldest in Middle Tennessee. It is a good 
example of the early large log house as they were built in 
Tennessee. Today it is maintained in good condition by owners who
treasure it ana it is filled, with antiques and historical memorabilia



Brandeau, Roberta: Seawell (ed.), History of Homes and 
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Young, S. M. "Major Tilman Dixon," Tennessee Historica 
Vol. II, No. 3, April, 1932, pp. 207-215.

Clippings from vertical file, Tennessee State Library.
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