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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Essex County Court buildings are three county government buildings located on 
Federal Street i n Salem. B u i l t to meet the expanding needs of Essex County, the 
buildings i l l u s t r a t e changes i n architecture over a period of 68 years. 

The Old Granite Courthouse (Engineers Office) was designed i n 1839 by Boston architect 
Richard Bond and b u i l t i n 1841 by contractors Samuel S. Standley and Henry Russell, Jr. 
of Salem. The cost of the building was about eighty thousand dollars and i t s work­
manship throughout i s excellent. The smooth-faced Rockport granite building was 
designed i n the Greek Revival style with temple-fronted north and south elevations 
and a massiveness that belies i t s r e l a t i v e l y small size. The classical fronts have 
two f l u t e d granite columns i n antis. Each column, i s composed of a single shaft of 
granite 3 feet 10 inches i n diameter and 32 feet high, including base and c a p i t a l . 
Finely sculpted and proportioned Egyptian lotus capitals provide the main decorative 
element of t h i s otherwise austere c l a s s i c a l composition. Inside the building brick 
arches provide support for the f l o o r s , and granite steps cantilevered into the massive 
walls furnish access from the f i r s t to the second story. 

The Superior Courthouse (Clerk of Courts Building) adjoins the Old Granite Courthouse ^ 
but provides a d i s t i n c t contrast to i t i n style and material. The Superior Courthouse 
was designed by Enoch Fuller and dedicated on October 3, 1862. I n 1889 the building 
was enlarged and altered to i t s present Romanesque Revival appearance. The architects 
of t h i s metamorphosis were Wheelwright and Northend. The Superior Courthouse is 
brick with brownstone t r i m . A three-story central pavilion projects from the Federal 
Street facade with i t s primary feature being a Richardsonian arched entranceway. 
Brownstone banding connects the tops of the f i r s t - f l o o r windows and the bottoms of the • 
second-story windows. The banding also links the arches of the second-story windows. 
Other features of the building include a stairtower on the east side and two tur r e t s 
to the rear (north) . On the i n t e r i o r , the f i r s t f l o o r contains a courtroom and commo- •-• 
dious rooms occupied by the Clerk of Courts. On the second f l o o r i s another courtroom 
and the law l i b r a r y which i s dominated by a massive Richardsonian fireplace. 

The Registry of Deeds and Probate Building was o f f i c i a l l y opened i n August 1909. 
Clarence H. Blackall of Boston was the architect, and the contractors were Woodbury 
and Leighton, also of Boston. Connected to the Superior Courthouse by an underground -
tunnel, t h i s building i s the largest of the three with a t o t a l of 44,220 square feet. 
Six huge f l u t e d Ionic columns signal the entranceway to t h i s c l a s s i c a l e d i f i c e . Above 
the main doors elaborate ornamentation consists of s h e l l - l i k e patterns which encircle 
a Greek soldier's head. The projecting portico i s flanked by two wiiigs divided i n t o 
f i v e bays by granite p i l a s t e r s . The cornice i s adorned with d e n t i l s . The building 
presently houses the Essex County Southern D i s t r i c t Registry of Deeds on the f i r s t f l o o r , 
The second f l o o r , consisting of two courtrooms and a large record room, i s occupied 
by the Registry of Probate. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Essex County Court buildings i l l u s t r a t e the growth and the changing needs of the 
Salem and Essex County courts and represent impressive examples of three arc h i t e c t u r a l 
styles. 

The Old Granite Courthouse replaced a 1785 courthouse and townhouse on a nearby s i t e 
on Washington Street. The e a r l i e r courthouse was the work of noted architect Samuel 
Mclntire and was the scene of a ceremonial v i s i t by George Washington. I t s demolition 
was necessitated by the construction of a r a i l r o a d tunnel under Washington Street i n 
1839. The present Granite Courthouse housed a l l of Salem's courts as well as the 
county offi c e s from the time of i t s opening i n 1842 to 1862 when the Superior Courthouse 
was constructed next door. I n 1889 the lower f l o o r was remodelled to accomodate the 
Registry of Deeds and i n 1910 i t was again adapted for use as county o f f i c e s . Today 
the building i s used by the County Engineers and County Commissioners. The architect, 
Achard Bond, was one of the most progressive young architects i n the area, and, along 
wfth men l i k e Solomon Willard and Alexander Parris, popularized granite as a building 
stone of great d u r a b i l i t y and impressive appearance. 

The Superior Courthouse (Clerk of Courts Building) also serves as a reminder of Salem's 
j u d i c i a l past. The i n t e r i o r i s embellished with a number of o i l p o r t r a i t s of d i s ­
tinguished members of the bar. Over the bench i n the front courtroom hangs a fine 
f u l l - l e n g t h p o r t r a i t of Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw painted by William M. Hunt and con­
sidered a masterpiece of that distinguished a r t i s t . Among the other things preserved 
i n the building are the manuscripts of testimony from the famous witch t r i a l s . 

The Registry of Deeds and Probate Court Building contains records of w i l l s and deeds 
dating from 1640, and i s a f i t t i n g complement to the other two county buildings. 
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The Old Granite Courthouse i s two stories high and i s three bays wide and 
six bays deep. The building has a ridge roof with the gable end facing 
the street. The entablature i s devoid of ornamentation. 

The Superior Courthouse i s a two story building with a hip roof. The facade 
i s three bays wide and the central entrance i s located i n the projecting 
p a v i l i o n . Above the broad archway of the entrance, the second f l o o r 
opening i s divided i n t o four parts by three columns and above are interlaced 
brownstone arches. On the t h i r d f l o o r , i n the gable of the projection, the 
window i s divided i n t o two parts by a single column and above i s an arch i n 
which i s w r i t t e n 1861-1891 (representing the two periods of construction on 
the b u i l d i n g ) . Three ridge roof dormers project from either side of the 
roof and t h i s main section of the courthouse extends back six bays to another 
three-bay section where i t meets a rear ridge roof section perpendicularly. 
At t h i s juncture on the east side of the building (next to the Granite 
Courthouse) i s a tower. Also contributing to the assymetrical and picturesque 
q u a l i t y of the building i s the placement of two t u r r e t s on the northeast and 
northwest corners of the building. Another section of the building projects 
one bay and has a chimney which runs from the street to j u s t above the gable. 
The o v e r a l l massing of the building i s complex, but provides a pleasing con­
t r a s t to the symmetry and re g u l a r i t y of i t s classical neighbors. 

The projecting portico of the Registry of Deeds and Probate Building, with 
i t s six two-story columns, i s quite the opposite of the i n antis treatment 
of the more modest and severe Granite Courthouse. On either side are f i v e 
bay wings with windows of eight-over-eight sash. Between the f i r s t and 
second f l o o r windows are blank panels. Although the largest of the three 
courthouses, t h i s building continues the scale of i t s two neighbors and does 
not overwhelm them. 

#8: 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y the Essex County Court Buildings are s i g n i f i c a n t because 
they form a record of the development of styles of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. I n contrast to the well-known Federal residences of 
the era of Salem's maritime prosperity and the other f i n e nineteenth century 
r e s i d e n t i a l streets i n the c i t y , these monumental court buildings form a 
d i s t i n c t u n i t , representing a more regional history. As one crosses the North 
River i n approaching the center of Salem, the three buildings are the most 
prominent aspect of the view. Each building contrasts with i t s neighbor i n 
style and i n materials, but the streetscape presented by the three together 
provides a cohesiveness of scale and rhythm. 
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County governmental complex including the Greek Revival masonry, 2-story 

temple-form Old Granite Courthouse with d i s t y l e portico i n antis; the 

Richardsonian Romanesque brick, 2%-story XH Superior Courthouse with 

prominent side tower and corner t u r r e t s ; and the Neo-Classical Revival 

Registry of Deeds and Probate Building with massive granite hesasC^le portico. 

Fine example of the progression of l a t e 19th C. styles into the monumental 

Neo-Glassical Revival; i l l u s t r a t e s the growth and changing needs of the 

Essex County courts from the 19th to early 20th G. 
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Enter appropriate Utter ^ 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

a. OTHER 

TOTAL 

a. APPLICANT 

Uth 
16. PROJECT START 

DATE Year month day 

19 78 8 1 

b. PROJECT 

10th 
17. PROJECT 

DURATION 
12 Monthe 

15. T Y P E O F CHANGE (For XZc or I te ) 
A-lncreasa Dollars F-Other {Speci fy ) : 
B-Deoaase Dollars 
^-Increase Duration 
D-Oecraasa Duration 
E-Canceliation 

Enter appro­
priate letter (s) 

la. ESTIMATED DATE TO Year  
BE SUBMITTED TO  
FEDERAL AGENCY • 19 jQ 

month day 

-J. 21. 

19. EXISTING F E D E R A L IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

^)i-77-nn' 
2 a FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST INawu. CUy, StaU. ZIP code) D e p t . O f t h e I n t e r i o r 

Heritage Conservation R.nri Recreation Serv ice , V/anhingtnn, D.C 2Q21 

21. REMARKS ADDED 

22. 

T H E 

A P P U C A N T 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

a. To the best of my knowledge and belief, 
data In this praapplication/application are 
true end oorreet, the docuRient bas been 
duly authorliad by tbe fovarainc body of 
the applicant and tbe applicaot will oaaply 
arltb the attacbed aaaiirincai if tbe oaiat-
enca ia appranad. 

b. If reaulrad by OMB Circular O-IS this appiicition was submitted, pursusnt te in. No re-
atnictions therein, to appropiiite cleerinthouses and all responses are attached: epome 

(1) Tri-State Regional Planning Commission • 
CD Statewide Clearinirhouse o 
(3) • 

Retponte 
attached 

m 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE D e p u t y S t a t e 

Historic Preservation Officer 
Betty Vilson 

b. S IGyf l iRE c DATE SIGNED 
year moittA day 

24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the Interior 
Yeer momth day 25. APPLICA-

RECEIVED 1978-08-16 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT Heritage 

Conservation & Recreation Service 
27. ADMiNisr:, vE OFFICE Grants 
Administration Div i s ion 

28. F E D E R A L APPLICATION 
IDENTIFICATION 

29. A D D R E S S 

20243 
3 a F E D E R A L GRANT 

IDENTIF ICATION, „ _ _ 

34-8B05 
a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

32. FUNDING year aiontA liav 

S3. ACTION OAVc: K 19 ^% IX 

34. Yemr month day 
STARTING -7 53 1 9 n i 
DATE 19 10 1 ^ U i 

a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

a. FEDERAL $ 3,000.00 

year aiontA liav 

S3. ACTION OAVc: K 19 ^% IX 

34. Yemr month day 
STARTING -7 53 1 9 n i 
DATE 19 10 1 ^ U i 

a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

b. APPLICANT 3, OOOJM 35. CONTAC" OR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (.v.. and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202- 343-4941 

36. y<sr month day 
ENDING 
DATE 19 79 11 30 

a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

c. STATE .00 

35. CONTAC" OR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (.v.. and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202- 343-4941 

36. y<sr month day 
ENDING 
DATE 19 79 11 30 

a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

d. LOCAL .00 

35. CONTAC" OR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (.v.. and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202- 343-4941 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Yae 13N0 

a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

e. OTHER .00 

35. CONTAC" OR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (.v.. and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202- 343-4941 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Yae 13N0 

a i . ACTION TAKEN 

Q a. AWAKOEO 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FDR 

AMENDMENT 

• A. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL s 6.000.00 

35. CONTAC" OR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (.v.. and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202- 343-4941 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Yae 13N0 

3S. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION 

a. In taking above action, any eammenta received fion dearlnchousu were can-
aidered. If afaocy lesponse is due aader praviaioaa o( Part 1, OMB Circ-wier A-9S, 
it baa been or ia being auda. 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
{Name and telephone no.) 

Same a s # 3 5 

424^01. 



NR Data Sheet 
DATE 

Reviewe 

lATE: 5 / 4 / 7 6 
lewer INITI , TIALS:S 0 

@) DOE WAY 17 1976 

NAME; ,S IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: £ 0 ^ ^ ^ C ^ U y ^ CA^iXjCt ^ o J ^ C ^ U l 

O T H E R K A F E S : ^ Q v o W t C C ! « r > ^ O t £ » - l A « J L . C S ^ W ^ i ^ O L J L A ^ 6 ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ 0 ^ ^ • ,» / . - s i 

LOCATION: ^Y^-^^^G.- '^W. c e 3 : : ^ ^ : : 3 r ^ W ^ j : ^ 
STREET & NUMBER f ^ C j C i U ^ o J l . S.4^^JLX± 

CITY, TOWN ^ A 

CONGRtSblUNAL DISTRICT ^ + ^ 

COUNTY c o d e 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Ci rc le ) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL [COUNTS OTHER 

VICINITY OF 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 
FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE)( N.ATLANTIC ,/ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTW-JEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VJEST PACIFIC NORTHlffiST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR 
*^ Substantially i n t a c t - 1 

EXTERIOR Et-TOIRONS 

_ unknown - 4 
_ not applicable• 

*-Suhstar.ti a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
unknovm -5 

_., not applicable - 8 

CONDITION-

A C C E S S -

—EXCELLENT 

^ G O O O 

_ F A I R 

5:^Substantially i n t a c t - 3 
unknovm -6 

7 _., not appiicacj-e - o appli cable-9 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

_DETERI0RAT£D Si-UNALTERED J^ORIGINAL SITE 

_ R U I N S ^ C A L T E R E D —MOVED 

_UNEXP0SED ..Reconstructed —Unknown 
—Unexcavato'l -Excavated 

Yes- res t r i c te i r i c t e d 3 

historic district *> 
Yes-unres t r ic ted No access 

YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES (NOp 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; <fEs) Saved ? YES NO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use "ftcabulary words) 

then- C«rwv"̂ -£«AA5u_ 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 
^ARCHITECTURE 

_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
f i r s t ' - YES 

-CONSERVATION 

.ECONOMICS 

.EDUCATION 

.ENGINEERING 

.EXPLORATION 

.INDUSTRY 

.INVENTION 

NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

X L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

- M I L I T A R Y 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

recreation 
— s e t t l e m e n t 

s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 
urban & commun 

planning 

** oldest'-' YES NO **only'-' YES NO 




