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The Essex County Court buildings arethree county governnment buildings located on
Federal Street i nSalem Built t oneet theexpanding needs of Essex County, t he
buildings illustrate changes i narchitecture over a period of 68 years.

The O d Granite Courthouse (Engineers Office) was designed i n 1839 by Boston architect
Richard Bond and built i n1841by contractors Samuel S Standley and Henry Russell, Jr.
of Salem The cost of thebuilding was about eighty thousand dollars and it s work-
manshi p throughout i sexcellent. The snooth-faced Rockport granite building was
designed i nthe G eek Revival style with temple-fronted north and south elevations

and a massiveness that belies itsrelatively small size. The classical fronts have
two fluted granite colums i nantis. Each colum, i sconposed of a single shaft of
granite 3 feet 10 inches i ndiameter and 32 feet high, including base andcapital.
Finely sculpted and proportioned Egyptian lotus capitals provide thenmain decorative
el ement of this otherwise austere classical composition. Inside thebuilding brick
arches provide support for thefloors, and granite steps cantilevered into t hemassive
walls furnish access fromthefirst tothesecond story.

The Superior Courthouse (Clerk of Courts Building) adjoins thed d Granite Courthouse ~
but provides a distinct contrast toi ti nstyle and material. The Superior Courthouse
was designed by Enoch Fuller and dedicated on October 3, 1862. 1 n 1889 t hebuilding

was enlarged and altered toits present Romanesque Revival appearance. The architects
of this metanmorphosis were Wheelwight and Northend. The Superior Courthouse i s

brick with brownstone trim Athree-story central pavilion projects fromt he Federal
Street facade with itsprimary feature being a Richardsonian arched entranceway.

Brownst one banding connects thetops of thefirst-floor windows and t hebottons of the -«
second-story wi ndows. The banding also links thearches of t hesecond-story w ndows.

Ot her features of thebuilding include a stairtower on theeast side andtwoturrets

to therear (north). Q1 theinterior, thefirst floor contains a courtroom and conmo- «
di ous roons occupied by theClerk of Courts. @n thesecond floor i sanother courtroom
and thelawlibrary which i sdom nated by a nmassive Richardsonian fireplace.

The Registry of Deeds and Probate Building was officially opened in August 1909.
Clarence H Blackall of Boston was t hearchitect, and t hecontractors were WWodbury

and Leighton, also of Boston. Connected totheSuperior Courthouse by an underground -
tunnel, this building i sthelargest of thethree with atotal of 44,220 square feet.
Six huge fluted lonic colums signal theentranceway tothis classical edifice. Above
the main doors elaborate ornamentation consists of shell-like patterns which encircle

a Geek soldier's head. The projecting portico i sflanked by twowiigs divided into
five bays by granite pilasters. The cornice i sadorned with dentils. The building
presently houses t he Essex County Southern District Registry of Deeds on thefirst floor,
The second floor, consisting of two courtrooms and a large record room is occupied

by theRegistry of Probate.
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The Essex County Court buildings illustrate thegrowth and t he changing needs of t he
Sal em and Essex County courts and represent inpressive exanples of three architectural
styles.

The O d Granite Courthouse replaced a 1785 courthouse and townhouse on a nearby site

on Washington Street. The earlier courthouse was thework of noted architect Sanuel
Mclntire and was t he scene of a ceremonial visit by George Washington. |Its demolition
was necessitatedby theconstruction of arailroad tunnel under Washington Street i n
1839. The present Granite Courthouse housed all of Salems courts as well asthe
county offices fromthetime of itsopening i n1842 t o 1862 when t he Superior Courthouse
was constructed next door. 1 n 1889 the lower floor was remodelled t o acconbdate the
Regi stry of Deeds and i n 1910 it was again adapted for use as county offices. Today
the building i sused by t he County Engineers and County Conm ssioners. The architect,
Achard Bond, was one of the nost progressive young architects i nthearea, and, along
with nen |ike Solonmon Wilard and Al exander Parris, popularizedgranite as a building
stone of great durability and impressive appearance.

The Superior Courthouse (Clerk of Courts Building) also serves as a remnder of Salems
judicial past. The interior i sembellished with a nunber of oil portraits of dis-
tinguished nenbers of thebar. Over thebench i nthefront courtroom hangs a fine
full-length portrait of Chief Justice Lenuel Shaw painted by Wlliam M Hunt and con-
sidered a masterpiece of that distinguished artist. Anong the other things preserved
in thebuilding arethemnuscripts of testimony fromthe famous witch trials.

The Registry of Deeds and Probate Court Building contains records of wills and deeds
dating from 1640, and i sa fitting conplement t ot heother two county buildings.
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The O dGranite Courthouse i stwo stories high and i sthree bays wi de and
six bays deep. The building has a ridge roof with thegable end facing
the street. The entablature i sdevoid of ornamentation.

The Superior Courthouse i sa two story buildingwith ahip roof. The facade
is three bays wide and t hecentral entrance i slocated inthe projecting
pavilion. Above t hebroad archway of t heentrance, thesecond floor

opening i sdivided into four parts by three columms and above areinterlaced
brownstone arches. O thethird floor, i nthegable of theprojection, the
wi ndow i s divided into twoparts by a single colum and above i san archi n
which iswritten 1861-1891 (representing t hetwo periods of construction on
the building). Three ridge roof dormers project fromeither side of the
roof and this main section of t hecourthouse extends back six bays t o another
three-bay section where i t neets a rear ridge roof section perpendicularly.
At this juncture on theeast side of thebuilding (next tothe Granite
Courthouse) i sa tower. Also contributingtotheassymetrical and picturesque
quality of thebuilding i stheplacement of twoturrets onthenortheast and
northwest corners of thebuilding. Another section of thebuilding projects
one bay and has a chinmmey which runs fromthe street t ojust above t he gable.
The overall massing of thebuilding i sconplex, but provides a pleasing con-
trast tothesymetry andregularityof itsclassical neighbors.

The projecting portico of theRegistry of Deeds and Probate Building, with
its six two-story colums, i s quite theopposite of thei nantis treatment
of t henore nodest and severe Granite Courthouse. On either side arefive
bay wi ngs with windows of eight-over-eight sash. Between thefirst and
second floor wi ndows areblank panels. Although thelargest of thethree
courthouses, this building continues thescale of itstwo neighbors and does
not overwhel mthem

#8:

Architecturally t heEssex County Court Buildings aresignificant because

they forma record of t hedevel opnent of styles of thenineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. | ncontrast tothewell-known Federal residences of

the eraof Salems maritime prosperity and t heother fine nineteenth century
residential streets i nthe city, these nonunental court buildings forma
distinct unit, representing a nore regional history. As one crosses theNorth
River i napproaching t hecenter of Salem thethree buildings aret henost
prom nent aspect of theview. Each building contrasts with itsneighborin
style and in materials, butthestreetscape presented by t hethree together
provi des a cohesiveness of scale and rhythm
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County governmental conplex including the Geek Revival nmasonry, 2-story
tenmple-form O dGranite Courthouse with distyle portico inantis;the

Ri chardsoni an Rormanesque brick, 2% story XH Superior Courthouse with
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Neo- G assical Revival; illustrates the growth and changing needs of the
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