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ARCHITECNRU SGNIHCANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structures).
This group of seven shingled three-famly houses is clustered around the west side of a
circular street at the foot of Paige Hill Road. Euphemstic versions of the three-deckers
which were the most popular form of multifamily housing in Southbridge at the time, these
houses were intended to give the inmpression of two-and-a-half story two family residences.
As they are situated with their gable ends to the street, their full bulk is somewhat disguise
Al so, the high pitched roofs and |ong continuous dornmers on either side provide a full third
floor which is not immediately obvious from the main facades. Nevertheless, five or six room
apartments were provided on each floor. Each originally had a porch, al | of which are now
encl osed, on the more southern side. The picturesque curve of the street and the high quality
Col onial Revival trim on each house gives nore the inmpression of an up-to-date suburban
nei ghborhood rather than that of a three decker working class neighborhood.

Most of the facades are symmetrically conposed with two Col onial Revival style pilaster-pedime;
entrances. Although the houses appear at first glance to be identical, two in the group have
only one facade entrance. Variationsinw ndow type and placement also distinguish one house
from another. These houses are simlar in design and size to another contenporary group of
KKSTORCAL SAGNHCINE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it>C("/ 7. A
and how it affected community; be specific).
Built as conpany housing by the American Optical Conpany, this group of multifamily houses
stands only a few hundred yards south of the site of what was probably the first workers'
housing project i n Southbridge. About 1815 a group of tenements were built on Paige Hill Road
possibly by W IIliamSumer”~whose mi|ll nearby was a predessor of the Dresser Cotton Mill.
Factory-owned housing was common i n Southbridge during the 19th-century. Mlls in dobe
Village (forms (/A149 and //D-455) and Sandersdale (form//E502) provided housing for sone of
their workers during that era i n factory-owned tenements. Anmerican Optical Conpany, however,
does not appear to have built groups of houses for itsworkers until the early 20th century.
The devel opnent of neighborhoods near the conpany's Mechanic Street factory appears to have
been the work of private individuals (form//'SZX) . At an unspecifieddate the conpany ac-
quired houses, not necessarilybuilt by the conpany, which i trented to enployees. During
the early«20th century the conpany built a cluster of single famly houses for foremen on
Mapl e Street (form//B-210) and another group of three-fam |y houses at North Street and
Wndsor Court (form//B-203). These devel opments were apparently inspired by progressive
planning theoifies for industrial villages which were popular during the early years of this
century. By providing anple, good quality housing for enp-loyees, i twas hoped that workers
would be happier, nore efficient and produce high quality work.

B BHDR A and/ or RHHHENES

naps
Anerican Optical GConpany, Housing Card File, J. Edwards Library
N T7h'Ar'} 700 Qui nebaug Historical Society Leaflets, Vol. |1, p. 143
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Property Nairee Twi nehurst American
Optical Gonpany Nei ghborhood

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim which is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)
American Optical Company three-family houses on North Street and Windsor Court.

Some alterations have changed the appearance of the houses somewhat. Al were originally
sided with wood shingles closely laid. The original shingles have been replaced by wider
shingles or covered by synthetic shingle or synthetic clapboard siding. |In most cases

the trim has been left intact but the original surface texture has been altered as a result.
Also, facade entrances to upper floors were originally open as were a second story window
above that entrance and the porches which were located on the side of each house. These
have all been closed.

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT

The Twinehurst District is sigjnificant as an example of housing
constructed for the workers of the Plmerican Optical Company. During
the growth of the town's eastern section late in the fCj th
century the Wells family and their company built a variety of housing.
The three—family houses built here are variations on the
triple-decker, and r«esults in a particularly dense housing cluster

constructed by the company. It meets National Register criteria A and
C at the local level and retains integrity of setting, location,
workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries

indicated on the attached assessors map are those of current ownership
and historically associated with the properties.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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