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Moved 0§ Original Site

The Friederich Kohlmann house is a two-and-one-half story venacular 
farmhouse constructed of rough fieldstone which was originally stuccoed 
over. It is a good example of the type of masonry common among German 
settlers in Wisconsin at the time of its construction in 1867. The 
profile of the house is quite simple and box-like. The roof is con­ 
structed of wood and shingle and is of a moderate pitch. An iron 
chimney is now visible near the front of the house, but originally, as 
old photographs show, there were two chimneys: one at either end of 
the house. Windows are rectangular with cut-stone sills and lintels 
which are set almost flush with the walls. There is now an unadorned 
central door in the front facade, though originally a long, narrow 
porch ran the full-length of the house. This was roofed with shingles 
and supported by wood posts and sat on a short stone base. A rear 
porch of clapboard has also been removed. Except for these alterations 
and the removal of the original wooden shutters, the Kohlmann house 
is unchanged.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kohlmann house is an excellent example of the type of farmhouse 
built by German settlers in southern Wisconsin in the 1860's. It 
was constructed by Friederich Kohlmann, who arrived in Wisconsin 
with his parents, Charles and Wilhelmine Kohlmann in 1847. Charles 
Kohlmann was murdered not long after the family's arrival and 
Friederich's mother re-married. The murdered Charles Kohlmann gave 
his name to "Kohlmann's Buckle" the hill in Springfield Corners where 
he is buried. In 1850, Friederich Kohlmann married Elizabeth Setimann, 
the daughter of another German immigrant. His first house, a log 
cabin, stood on his land at the west end of Indian Lake. It was 
replaced in 1867 by the present stone house which is on the south 
side of the lake and which was constructed with stones carried to 
the site by Indian laborers. Kohlmann served in the Civil War and 
was a founder of the St. John's Evangelical Church at Roxbury, 
Wisconsin. His house remained in the hands of his descendents until 
1974 when it was purchased by the Dane County Parks Commission.



"Kohlmann Bells," a pamphlet (11 pages) prepared by Manetta Nelson 
Henning. January, 1963.

Cassidy, Frederic G. Dane County Place Names, Madison: University nf
Wisconsin Press, 1968., p. 84.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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