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The Underground Railroad in Massachusetts, 1783-1865

fi Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMFSTIC, single dwellinQ

7. Description

Architectural Classification
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MID-197"" CENTURY. Greek Revival

Narrative Description

HAMPSHIRF CO.. MASSACHUSFTTS
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
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Contributing Noncontributing
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JL sites
.structures
objects
JL Total
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none

Current Functions
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Materials
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foundation BRICK

walls WOOD, weatherboard
METAL, aluminum

roof ASPHAI T

other.
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Location & Setting

The Dorssy - JonesHouse islocated a 191 Nonotuck Street in Horence, asmall industria village
contained within the City of Northampton in the Connecticut River Valley of Massachusetts. The Mill
River, atributary of the Connecticut, follows awinding course dong the westem limits of the village where
it powered a series of factory Stes. One of thosewas acotton factory operated by the Bensonville
Manufacturing Company. Itspresdent was George W. Benson, J., afounder of the Northampton
Asociation of Education and Industry in 1841, aUtopian community dedicated to, among other
progressive ideds, equa rights without distinction of sex, race, or rehgion. Bensonville, the origina
devdopment and name of Horence, was platted on ahillside northeast of the factory in the fall of 1846,
and on 12 November 1849 Basil Dorsey purchased Lot No. 12 for thirty-fivedollars.” The housewas
completed intimeto be recorded by the Federd cansusin August 1850. The lot pattem was changed by a
ssoond subdivison recorded in 1925, but the house maintains its geographic and visua relationship to the
factory ste and housssof similar age on Nonotuck Street. Although the 1836 factory building wes
demoalished in 1966, later buildings continue to distinguish the mill ste. (PHOTO 4) A smadl, one-dory
medica center was constmcted on the opposite Sde of the sreet inthe 1970s, and early- and mid-20" -
century single-family dwellings have been built behind the property on the hillside.

The houseis sted on the westem sSde of the trgpezoidd |ot that hes a frontage on Nonotuck Street (south)
measuring 118.26 ft. and arear (north) line measuring 167.46 ft. The present |ot was cregted from the
reconfiguration of lots made by the Corticelli Silk Co. in 1925~ In thisplan old Lot No. 12 was voided and
the house was assigned Lot No. 33, which shifted the property towards the eedt with the westem line
redrawvn within afew feet of the building. Thislot was enlarged in 1954 with the addition of Lot No. 34
adjoiningit on the eest; in 1966 Lot No. 34 was partitioned with the eestem half sold to its neighbor.”
When the house wes built on what then was Lot No. 12, an areawas flattened towards the reer of the
hillsde lot for itsSite. Asaresult thereis a short, gegp embankment behind the house where earth was
removed; this soil was likely usaed to help leve the ste and fill around the basament. The property is
devoid of vegetation with the exception of alarge deciduous tree just eedt of the house and various
omamental shmbs Because of its devated situation, the houseis prominent in the strestscape.

(continued)

Hampshire County Deeds, 115:360 and 130:464.
Hampshire County Records, Plan book 5, pege 10.
Hampshire County Deeds, 1161:315 and 1558:651.
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The House Type: Upright-and-Wing

The Dorsey - JonesHouse is composad of a 1 '/2-dory,frontgable main section with aone-dory cross-
gable el inapopular mid-19"" century plan-form generdly known as Upright-and-Wing. (PHOTOS 1 &
2) These smdl houses are common throughout the United Statesin both village and mral contexts, and
represent adwelling type usualy assodiated with the laboring dass. They were widely promoted through
builders pattem books and domestic joumals of the day, and they represent an early example of
progressive affordable housng™*  Upright-and-wing housescan be identified inmost industrial villages in
New England, and they are the precursor of the front-gable cottage that during the late 19 and early 20
centuries became a ubiquitous feature of urban landscapesin Massachusetts.

Stmcture

The houseis congmcted of a transitional wood framing sysem with askeletd stmcture of heavy savn
timbers usng traditional mortise-and-tenon joints with lighter sawn members, including suds rafters and
floor joists nailed in between to complete the frame. Horizontal board sheething is nailed to the wall posts
and suds and rafters to provide added rigidity. Thisframeis supported on abrick and sone foundation.
There isasmdl basement under thefront half of the upright section of the house, the wall of which was
congdmcted with sonewith about three feet of brick on top for the portion exposed above ground. This
brick capping aso occurs on the ingde (north) wall of the basament, even though itisnot visble. The
interna brick chimney for the house emanates from this interior wall, which may explain the continued use
of thematerid inthislocation. Otherwise, there are crawl soeces under the rear of the upright section and
the wing. The foundation for the wing is congmcted entirely of Sone; thereisno brick cap. A sone pad
exigs for abrick sove chimney that sood roughly in the center of thewing. This chimney was dismantled
in the 1970s

Exterior conditions

The exterior of theframewas sheethed with sawn wood planks, which increased itsrigidity, and covered
with wood dapboards on the walls and wood shingles on the roofs. The frame and exterior materids
remain intact beneeth alayer of duminum siding added ca. 1960 and agphdt roof shingles of
approximately the same ege

The entrance into the upright section occupiesthe east Sde of the facade with two windowsin baanced
(continued)

* Upton, Dell. "Pattem Books and Professiondism: Aspects of the Transformation of Domestic Architecturein America, 1800
1860." Winterthur Portfolio 19, no. 2/3 (Summer/Autumn 1984), 107-150.
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placement west of it. (PHOTOS 1 & 2) Two windows are centered in the half-story above. The frames
and architraves of the windows on this fafade are intact; however, the origina wood 6/6 vertica diding
saehes were replaced with wood 1/1 sashes of the same dimension. The entrance isintact with itsplain
shouldered architrave with battered sdes. 1t has no transom, and the top pand's have been removed from
the door and glass panesinsarted. Historic photogrgphs indicate that aflat hipped-roof porch once
shdtered the entrance abutting the front wall just above the top rail of the door surround and supported by
Fuarepodsa the outsde comers. (FIGS. 1 & 2) A dehcate arcade distinguished the frieze beneeth the
shdlow eave. The porch base was a squarewood platform two or three wood segps above ground level.
For unknown reasons, this distinguishing feature was removed inthe 1960s and replaced with the present
concrete deck gpanning the front of the building.

A distinguishing feature that doesremain intact and exposed on the faBade is the dight wood comice aong
the raking edge of the roof with short retums a the eaveline. The metd siding conceels comer pilagters
benegth these retums. The comice continues on the Sde walls & the outsde edge of a narrow eave above a
tall fiiezeboard. (FIG. 1) A plainer,flattercomicewith retums details the raking roof edge of the reer
fabade. There are two windows on the west Sde, each with wood 1/1 sashes and four windows on the rear
end, two on the ground floor, adthoughitis clamed that athird one was covered by the metd siding, and
two in the upper haf-gtory.® Thewindows on the lower level containwood 1/1 sashes while the closaly-
goaoed pair above retain their original wood 6/6 ssehes (PHOTO 3)

The one-story wing section abutsthe eest wall of the upright section towards the rear S0 thet their north
walls were nearly in line when first built. Theridgeof thewing section's gable roof meatsthe sde wall of
the upright section just below the eave and comiceline. An original window unit with wood 6/6 vertical
diding ssehes islocated in the exposed front section of the eest wall where it was placed to illuminate the
interior of the entrance and pessage (PHOTO 2) Thehorizonta wall sheathing on the eet wall of the
upright secfion terminates just insde the portion of the wall captured within the roof of the wing leaving an
theframing exposed. Thismateria-saving technique, now visible because the kitchen ceiling hes been
removed, confirms that the two sections were congmcted inasingle campaign.

The front faBade of the wing section was dtered with extensons in 1952. (PHOTO 2) It gopears that the
origina fgpade condsted of a doorway and window on the west Sde, which remain intact within the added
endosure, and asecond doorway leading into awood shed on the eest end. An open porch soenned the

(continued)

Interview with Havelock J. Purseglove, 111, resdent in the house 1942 to 1950, January 13, 2004.
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entirefaBade.  The eestem third of the porch was endlosed and joined with the interior by the demolition

of the exterior wall. The porch goace survives onthe west sde of thewing where the doorway and window
are intact, but the porch was pushed further out and encdlosed with meta framestorm windows. The
entrance into this enlarged porch, which isin line with the original wing door within, is recessed under the
roof of theaddition. A hand-dug well is now concedled under the porch floor.» Two small, wood saeh
windows were inserted in the reformulated front wall.

Therear wall of the wing was dso pushed out to creste more Soecein the eest end and create ancther
endosed porchonthewest dde. (PHOTO 2& 3) New, smdler sseh windows were added to the eet and
north walls. In the process an original window on the eest end was walled over. A window with its
origina 6/6 sseh was retained in the rear wall. The intended gppearance of these dterations hes been
conceded by the duminum siding ingaledin the 1960s.

Interior features. thefloor plan

Thefloor plan of the housereflects the repatteming of goecein the mid 19 century in regponse to
advocates for the improverment of domedtic activity and the relaxation of restrictive and inefficient
traditional functions. (FIG. 3) Asmore of the middle and laboring dasses were adle to own and support
housss of their own, more economica and livable plans deveoped. The Dorsey - JonesHouse by no
means represented aradical rearangement of goece, rather it was designed to provide adiversity of soeces
within asmall, affordable dwelling that were not present inearlier times. The Upright-and Wing plan
sgparated the living and kitchen goecesin what was atradifional mral manner.  Likewise, the upright
section maintained Sde-passage plan that was a common feature of front-gable Gregk Reviva houses. The
scde was greetly reduced, however, and planning was more credtive.

Thefirst floor of the upright section contains rooms positioned in each comer with acentra chimney that
touches upon them all making heating more efficient. The entry isin the southeest comer. Itisanarrow
rectangular oecethat contains adaircaseto the sscond gory. (PHOTO 5) Itisilluminated by a window
in the eest wall & the foot of the stairs. (PHOTO 7) A smdl dost isfitted around the chimney & the
north end. A large square parlor occupies the southwest comer in the front of the house, and it is
digtinguished by three windows, two with southem expasure on the front wall and one on the west wall.
(PHOTOS6 & 7) A roomof similar proportions, dthough smdler is Stuated in the northeast comer

(continued)

" 1bid.
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behind the stair pessage: 1t contains the only fireplace in the house, and was intended to function as a
dining room asit connects with the kitchen in thewing. (PHOTO 8 & 9) There are two windows on the
north wall. The remaining northwest room is anarrow chamber with asinglewindow on the west wall. A
cdos fills the north end of the room. It isrelatively new but replaces an endosure of smilar szethat
contained acloset that opened on the chamber and acdloset that opened on the dining room. ,

The second story is divided into three bed chambers and adtar pessage The dairs land inasmal pesssge
that connects to achamber in the front of the house, two chambers in the reer and acloset besde the Sairs.
(PHOTO 10) The front chamber is skewed to the west Sde of the house. 1t contains part of the roof dope
in the celling on that Sde, and the two windows are not baanced on the south wall. Closets aref i tunder
the roof on both 9desof theroom. (PHOTOS 11 & 12) The kneewal on the west Sde dso endosss the
cdosat for the west chamber in the rear of the plan. That chamber is equivadent in dimension to the
northwest chamber on the ground floor, athough it is mostly contained under the roof dope. (PHOTO 14)
A smdler third bed chamber occupies the northeest comer of the plan a the head of the dairs. Itsdosetis

built out into Soecein the passage.

Thewing contains three rooms. A spacious kitchen occupies about two-thirds of the plan on the west sde
and connects to the upright section viaadoorway into the dining room. (PHOTO 15) It hes exterior doors
aswell aswindows on the front and rear walls. A partition divided the kitchen from awood shed inthe
front of thewing and apantry in the rear, each with adoorway to the kitchen. (PHOTO 16) The wood
shaed had an exterior door on the front wall and awindow on the eest wall. A brick chimney waslocated
behind the kitchen partition inthe wood shed. These features have been removed. There are crawl Soeces
benegth the floor and above the ceiling.

Interior conditions

Like the exterior of the house, the interior floor plan andfinishesof the upright section are essentidly
intact, while the wing have experienced dterations. In the upright section, al the interior wallsand

ceilings of the housewere plagtered over savn wood lath. Theflooring is tongue-and-groove pine boards
of auniform, moderate width. In three of the ground-floor rooms new layers offl ooringhave been
ingtalled. Window and door openings are framed above the sills by smple board trim on the sdesand top,
with the top board overlapping the sdes dightly to form ashoulder. (PHOTO 7) Doors, where they sfill
exig, have four pands, cad iron butt hinges and cadt thumb latches. (PHOTOS 12 & 13) The chimney
andfireplaceremainin place. A hot water heating sysem with free-standing radiators was ingaled on the

(continued)
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ground floor probably during the 1920sand is still in use (the present fumace is areplacement). The
exigting eectrica sarvice gpopearsto dateto thisperiod as well, dthough it hes been partially upgraded and
omewhat  expanded.

In the entry soace, the sars have been dtered by the remova of the wood baustrade and the replacement
of treedsandrisersonthe gairs. (PHOTODS5) Thischangewas medeinthe 1950s. In the same effort, the
origina entry to the basament dairs beneeth the daircase in the passage was dosed and anew doorway cut
in the exterior wall 0 that basement acoess was mede from the enlarged porch areain front of thewing.
Narrow-width, tongue-and-groove ok flooring was ingtaled in the pessege a thistime. The front door
and the window with its 66 saeh remain intact; the smple shouldered trim for the openings on the exterior
and interior walls are intact, athough the tops were squared of f when sheet pandling was ingtalled over the
plaster walsinthe 1970s

Ok flooring was dso ingddled inthe parlor, but otherwise the wall and cellingfini shesand woodwork are
intact. (PHOTOS6& 7) Theoriginad 66 ssehes in the three windows have been replaced, and adoor that
connected the parlor with the chamber in the rear hes been infilled with abookcase. Neither of the doors

reman inthe house. If there was amantdpiece or hearth on the northwall for astove, they are not evident.

The dining room was renovated during what gppearsto have been asubgtantid effort to improve conditions
in the houseduring the 1920s. (Heat and electricity were dso ingtaled at thistime.) Wood moldings were
applied to the plagter wall to givethe effect of a high panded wainscot and Douglass fir flooring was laid
over theorigina. (PHOTOS 8 & 9) A decorative brick face with pebble-dashed pands and awood shelf
was gpplied to the front of the fireplace; what preceded it was removed from the house. The imprint of a
patched sove thimble inthe wall above thefirepl acesuggeststhat a fove or ges heater had supplanted the
fireplace a some point prior to the 1920s  The narrow headboard on the ceiling ssamsinconsgent with
the design of the wainscot and fireplace addifions, and it is supposad to be an origina feature to the room.
There had been a sscond doorway on the north Sde of the existing one into the rear chamber, but it wes
removed in the 1970swith new moldings gpplied to the patch to extend the wainscot. Remaining door and
window trim are intact; 1/1 seehes were ingtaled during the 1942 renovations. Doors have been removed
from all three of the openings inthis room.

The surfacefinishesin the rear chamber on the ground floor were subgstantiadly dtered inthe 1970s
Plasfic sheat pandswere applied to the plaster walls, and the original doorway into the parlor was covered
in the process. Existing trim around the west window was replaced or covered with anarrow wood

(continued)
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surround; the single-pane ssehesingdled in 1942 remain in place. (PHOTO 8) Vinyl tile covers the wood
floor and cellulose acoudtic tiles conced the plagter celiling. A solid plastered partition that oncedivided a
doset areaon the north sde of the room was demolished, and another closat with diding track louvered
doors opening into the chamber was recently congmcted. The original doset connected only to the dining
room and, according to an informant, contained awindow on the north wall, now walled-over.”

With the excepfion of window sseh replacement on the front, the second-floor goaces are completely intact
including the intricate plan of rooms and closets, plaster wall and ceilingfini shes,pine flooring, door and
window trim, doors and hardware, and 6/6 sashesin the reer windows. (PHOTOS 10-14) In addition,
the original tumed newe post a the top of the Sairs and the baudrade aong the sde of the gair hole
aurvives on the second floor providing an indication of how the rest of the stair rail would have gppeared.
(PHOTO 10) Thebrick chimney isexposed in acomer of the stair pessage A smdl hatch in the second-
floor dair pessage provides ancessto the smdl attic within the pegk areaof the roof Rafters are visible,
and they are squarein section and butted and nailed a the ridge. They are the samedimension and nailed
in the same way as those now visible inthe kitchenwing. Holes were cut and metd louversfitted in the
gable pesksof the exterior endsto vent this goece when the duminum siding wasingtalled.

The basamant has not been dtered and the original sawn heavy framing members and floor joists ae
exposed. These show evidence of having been whitewashed aong with the one and brick exterior walls.
Framing visible in the crawl goace under the rear half of the house dso gopearsintact. The chimney is
based on the earthen floor of the crawl gpace and is incorporated inthe brick cap wall on the north Sde of
the basament. A corbelled projection in the front of thiswall, where the present oil-fired fumaceis vented
suggeststhat somekind of sove or fumace was originally present here. The hearth for the dining room
fireplace is supported by aplatform of heavy timbers integrated into the floor framing, which indicates that
thefireplaceisindeed an origina feature. The existing basement dairs date from the dterations mede to
the gaircase and basement entry above. There isno exterior exit for the basement.

In the wing the plaster ceiling has been removed, and interior partitions that once defined the three interior
goeces have been demolished. (PHOTOS 15 & 16) Fooring aso hes been removed in the eestem section
of the room. Exterior walls are intact where they have not been dtered by the dterafions described on the
exterior. Thebrick chimney that serviced this section hes been dismantled.

(continued)

" Ibid.
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded on the Dorsey-Jones House property, Stesmay be
present. One Steisrecorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterisfics of the
property indicate locational criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that support the presence
of Native American gtes. The houseis located on awell-drained terrace within 1,000 feet of the Mill
River, south of the house. Portions of the property include level to moderately doping topography;
however, segply doped areesare dso presant. Given the szeof the property (Ilessthan one acre), the
remova of earth from the lot to level the ground surface prior to constmction of the house, and the
presence of agegp embankment, alow potentia exids for the recovery of ancient Native American
resources on the property.

A moderateto high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Dorsey-Jones
House property. Additional documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may
locate tmcturd evidence of dables or shedslocated eedt of the house on 1895 mgps of Horence. Stables
or shedsare not shown on earlier or later mapsof the area Archaeological evidence of occupationa
rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may a0 exist. Careful sysematic historic, architecturd, and
archaeologicd sudy should be made of the Dorsey-Jones houseto identify potential architectura and
archeeologicd characterigtics unique to dwellings built and resded in by fugitives. Potentia
archaeologicd resources may exis for this property type that have until now not been identified.

(end)
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JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

JL B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
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high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
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D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
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A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.
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less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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ETHNIC HERITAGE, Rlack

SOCIAL HISTORY. IJnriergrnund Railrnad
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1549

1«54

Significant Person
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Basil Dorsey
Thomas H. Jones

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown
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_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUmmary

The Dorsey-Jones House is historically significant asthe home of two notable fugitives from
American davery, Basil Dorsey and Thomas H. Jones The escgpesof both men are fully
documented and were well known in their own time, and both participated in eventsthat are
significant in the history of the Underground Railroad. While in national terms Joneswas by far the
more prominent in abolitionist circles, Dorsey affiliated himself in Florence with the founders of a
Utopian community that opposed the dave system in word and desd and that both shdtered and
otherwise assded fugitives from that sysem. The Dorsey-Jones House meets National Register
Criteria A and B a the dateleve in the sgnificance aress of socid history and ethnic heritage for
its associaion with African-American history and the Underground Railroad. The property fulfils
the Regidration Requirements defined in the Underground Railroad in Massachusetts M ultiple
Property Submission for Property Type #3, adwelling in which fugitiveslived in Massachusetts
The Dorsey-Jones House retains sufficient integrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance under the context. Itsperiod of
significance is from 1849, when Basil Dorsey purchasaed the property on which he soon built the
house, to 1859, to when the Jonesfamily sold it. No other Massachusetts property associated with e
Jonesis known to survive.

Bas| Dorsey's Escgpefrom Savery
Basil Dorsey (ca 1810-72) excgped from Maryland to New Y ork with the assstance of Robert

Purvis, one of the mog prominent black abolitionistsin the United States. Purvis credited Joshua
L eavitt, the westem Massachusetts native who edited the abaolitionist newspgper The Emancipator,
with managing Dorsey's move to Massachusetts. It seams highly probable aswell that David
Ruggles, the African American joumaHs and fugitive assstant who lived in Horence by 1842, dso

aded in Dorsey's flight from bondage.

(continued)
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Dorsey himself left no direct account of his escgpe, and those narratives that exist differ in
important regpects. The account of Purvis, involved with Dorsey from the moment his presence in
Pennsylvania became known, found itsway into print a leest twice, oncein 1883 and agan in
1898. The=e too differ: the former, recorded in aletter to historian R. C. Smedley, gopearsto be
somewhat morereliable. With three of his brothers, Dorsey escgoed from the district of Liberty in
Frederick County, Maryland, on the Pennsylvania border, inthe summer of 1836. Accounts of the
brothers originsvary, but it gopears that once promised and then denied their freedom they chose to
exgpe’ At that time, endaved personswere an increasing minority of the population of Liberty and
Frederick County a large. Asthe county and the rest of northem Maryland focused on growing
wheet and com—which, unlike tobacco cultivation, did not require full-time labor—the population
of free people of color rose swiftly. Between 1790 and 1850 the number of freeblacks in Frederick
County rose from 213 to 3,760 persons, or 1665%; over that timethe number of endaved persons
increased from 3,641 to 3,913, or only 7.5%. In Liberty by 1850, only 376, or 34%,, of 1,103 black
resdents remained endaved” In light of these changing demogragphic circumstances the Dorsey's
must have regarded the broken promise as especidly saggering.

(continued)

"Basil Dorsey," Hampshire Gazette 81, 36, 2 April 1867, dated that Dorsey's grandfather was English and his
grandmother ablack Marylander. The Gazette continued that Dorsey's owner, "Tom Saulers” had egread to sdll him
his freedom for $350, but that after Dorsey had found someoneto be his bondsman Seulers refused to honor the
agreament. The newgpaper st the date of escgpea 14 May 1836, adate it might easily have derived from Dorssy
himsdf. Purvis, in R. C. Smedley, History of the Underground Railroad in Chester and the Neighboring Counties of
Pennsylvania (Lancaster, PA: Officeof the Joumal, 1883), 356, dated that the Dorsey brothers were dl said to have
been the children of their master, whom he did not name, and "and after his death, finding themsdves daves, when
they had been promised their freedom, they took 'French leave," meaning "unauthorized departure” Swarthmore
College deen Elizabeth Powell Bond sated that among her paperswas the bill of sale (a"printed” copy) for Dorsay,
which assarted that he was a " mulatto man named Ephraim Costly, otherwise and now called Basil Dorsey, aged about
forty-threeyears adave for life" and bom a dave of Sabrick Sollers, of Frederick County and owned by him until he
died, after which he became the property of Thomas Sallers, a son of Sabrick, "and isnow afugitivefrom servicefrom
sad Sate of Maryland." Bond cited in Edward H. Magill, "The Underground Railroad,” Friends Intelligencer 55
(1898): 277.

"Babara Jsane Fidds, Savery and Freedom on the Middle Ground: Maryland during the Ningteenth Century (New
Haven, CT, and London: YdeUniversity Press 1985), 2-5, 12-13; "Beneath the Undergroimd: The Flight to Freedom
and Communitiesin Antebellum Maryland / An Archives of Maryland Electronic Publication http://mddaverv.net/html.
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In 1867, safely settled in Horence, Dorsey himsalf may havetold the Northampton (Massachusetts)
Hampshire Gazdite that he traveled a night from Liberty to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, then
eedward to Harrisburg, and further eest to Reading. No evidence has surfaced to datethat Dorsey's
excgpe from Maryland was asssted, but his route suggests his reliance on placesof known
Underground Railroad activity.® The Gazette sated, ""He found employment in Bristol, Penn.”
Purvis dated that between Reading and Bristol, however, the brothers went to Philade phia, where
they added the Christian names Basil, Thomas, Charles, and William to their existing Dorsey
aumame Their presence there was brought to his attention. Purvis brought all but Thomas Dorsey
to hisfarm a Bristol in Bucks County, found nearby farms on which Charles and William could
work, and himself employed Basil. Basil's wife Louisa, who was free, aranged with her brother-in-
lav to come to Philadelphiain August, and then came onto Bristol.

Dorsey's stuation soon became known in the abolitionist community when Louisa Dorsey's
brother-in-law betrayed him to his claimant Thomas Saulers (or Sollers) in Maryland, whereupon
Sallers sevard assodaes, and aloca congtable ssized him while he was plowing in one of
Purvissfieldsad jailed him in Bristol. Purvisfollowed upon leaming of the seizure, aranged
counsd both locally and in Philadelphia, hdped Charles and William Dorsey escgpe their pursuers,
and ralied the local Afiican American community to be present a Basil Dorsey's upcoming trial
and as3g in "liberating him" should the court decide to return him to davery. Just beforethetrial,
whenfriendsoffered to purchase his manumisson, Dorsey refused; "if the decison goes agang
me," Purvisquoted him to have said, "1 will cut my throat in the Court House, | will not go back to
davery." Onthe grounds that the plaintiffsevidence that davery was the law of Maryland was not
an authoritative compilation of datelaw, Dorsey's counsd won adismissa of the case and Purvis
drove Dorsey to his mother's housein Philadephia. " | afterwards accompanied him to New Y ork,
and placed him in the handsof Joshua L eavett, the editor of The Emancipator, who sent him to
Connecticut to find employment on his father'sfarm."”

(continued)

“Christopher Denamore, curator, Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore College, e-mail to Steve Strimer, Horence
(MA) History Project, forwarded to Kathryn Grover, 4 Febraary 2004.

Purvis quoted in Smedley, History of the Underground Railroad, 356-61. "Basil Dorsey," Hampshire Gazette, Sates
that "gentlemen cormected with the Anti-Savery Standard sarthim [Dorsey] to Northampton," but the National Anti-
Savery Standard, the newspaper to which the Gazette mugt refer, did not begin publication tmtil 1840, four years after

Dorsey's esxcegpe
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Purvis ered dightly in one particular: Leavitt's father'sfarm was in Franklin County,
Massechustts, inthe northwestem uplands of the date. Leavitt (1794-1873) had been bom on his
grandfather'sfarm in Heath and graduated from Yaein 1814. Though trained as alawyer, he
retumed to Yadeto the divinity school, from which he graduated in 1825, and in 1831, the same
year William Lloyd Garrison founded the Liberator, Leavitt became editor of the Evangdist. An
early opponent of davery, he helped form the New York Anti-Slavery Society in 1833. With such
men as Elizur Wright and the brothers Arthur and Lewis Tappan—bom in nearby Northampton in
1786 and 1788, respectively—L eavitt was dso aleader in the American Anti-Slavery Society,
founded the same year.

The Dorseys and Leavitts in Westem Massachusetts

Leavitt had experienced antiabolitionist hogtilityfirsthandon two occasons about the same time. In
July 1834, aNew Y ork City mob destroyed black homes and churches and the home of Lewis
Tappan; itissad that Leavitt's home was threstened as well. In October 1835, Leavitt and his
brothers Roger Hooker and Hart Leavitt attended a date convention in Utica, New Y ork, goonsored
by the Utica Anti-Slavery Society, that was similarly marred by antiabolitionist violence. These
eventshdped Leavitt convert his father Roger (1771-1840) and mother Chloe Maxwell L eavitt
completdy to abolitionism.” In 1837 Joshua L eavitt became editor of The Emancipator, an
abolitionist newspgper basad in New Y ork, his brother Roger Hooker Leavitt (1805-85) became
president of the Franklin County Anti-Slavery Society in 1836 and vice-president of the
Massechusatts Anti-Slavery Society in 1838 and 1839, and his father—who by 1840 had moved
from Heeth just southeedt to neighboring Charlemont, where his sonslived—agreed inthat year to
mn for lieutenant govemor of Massachusetts on the ticket of the Liberty party, the new nationa
antidavery party that his son Joshuahed had ahand in forming.®

" Library of Congress Joshua L eavitt Family Papers MMC-0893, Library of Congress, and Hugh Davis, Joshua
Leavitt, Evangelical Aboalitionist (Baton Rouge Louisana State University Press, 1990), cited in Roger Hooker and
Keziah Leavitt House Network to Freedom Application (heresfter cited as Leavitt NTF nomination). Thanks to Bambi
Miller, Tyler Memorid Library, Charlemont, MA, for sharing this application. On the New Y ork City and Uticariots,
se Leonard L. Richards, "Gentlemen of Property and Standing”: Anti-Abolition Mobs in Jacksonian America(London
and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1970), 8592, 113-22.

*Roga Leavitt is shown with eight personsin his household in Heeath in the 1830 federal census but in Charlemont in
the 1840 census where he is enumerated in his own household just after his son Roger H. In 1840 he is shown as
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About the same time that Dorsey was st to Charlemont, other fugitives were asssted to that place.
Historian and joumalist Sylvester Judd (1789-1860), onefime editor and publisher of the Hampshire
Gazette, wrotein his notebook, "June 1, 1838. Bought pair of second hand pantad oons—gave $2.25.
Gave 50 cantsto aid in trangporting mnaway davesto Charlemont.” James Crafts, bom in Whatdy
(north of Northampton on the Connecticut River) in 1817, recdled Charlemont as agtop on a leest
one fugitive's passage north. 1n 1896 he told Underground Railroad memoriaist Wilbur Sebert that
Os= Monson of histown "was dways credited with the honor of being the leeder in assging the
poor black men to escgpe’ and recaled a specific ingance of Monson having "just retumed from a
trip to Charlemont where he had conveyed ablack man who had been & his house." Two persons,
though both young a the time, attested the L eavitt family'sroleinfugitive assstance. I n 1895,
Roger Leavitt's granddaughter told Sebert that Leavitt was "a whole souled Abolitionist, & did all
he could to help the davesto freedom” though she averred that she could provide no specific details
of his assgance—noat surprising inview of the fact that she was bom about 1833 and her
grandfather died in 1840. In an undated letter to the Ashfield Historical Society, Caroline Blake, the
daughter of George Abell of Goshen (diagondly between Northampton at the southeast and
Charlemont at the northwest), wrote, "The fugitive daveswere cared for in our home and helped on
their way. | was too young to remember all about what hgppened but it was dways undersood that
areding place was a Mr. [Hoseg] Blake's and Mr. Leavit's. Thiswas carried on with the grestest
secrecy, becauseof the persond danger, not only to the dave but dso to those who harbored them.”
Caroline Abell Blakewas nineteen yearsoldin 1850 and living then in her father's Goshen home”

(continued)

between sixty and saventy yearsold, which would tally with the date of birth stated in other sources; the only other
person in the household is female, aged sixty to seventy, presumably hiswife.

‘Entry for 1 June 1838, Sylvester Judd Notebook, Number 1, June 1833-June 1841, page 201, ForbesLibrary,
Northampton, MA. Judd was one of the origina membars of the Old Hampshire Anti-Savery Society. Thanks to Sleve
Strimer of the Horence History Project for thisinformation and citation. Mrs. Wm. (Mary Leavitt) Hillman, East
Charlemont, Mass,, 30 December 1895, to Wilbur H. Siebert, in The "Underground Railroad" in Massachusstts val. 1.,
"Material Collected by Professor Wilbur H. Siebert, Ohio Sate University, Columbus, n.d. Received by Harvard
Callege Library 14 dJune 1939," Houghton Library, Harvard, unpaginated (hereafter cited as Siebert Notebooks).
Hillman was the daughter of Hart Leavitt. The 1850 federal cansusestablishesher age JanesM. Crafts, Orange, MA,
24 July 1896, to Siebat, Sebert Notebooks; Caroline P. Blake, Amherdt, June 4, no year, to "Mr. Howes," collections
Ashfield Historical Society; the 1880 censuswas used to determine her age. Thanks to Steve Strimer for aphotocopy of
the Blake letter.
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Dorsey's presencein Charlemont is corroborated in other sources. Charlemont records list the birth
in that town of Charles Robert Dorsey to Basil and Louisa Dorsey on 29 August 1838. They do list
the names and dates of birth of two of the coupl€'s children bom in Maryland and then living
there—Eliza, bom 3 November 1834, and John Richard, bom 18 May 1836. If the Hampshire
Gazettesrecord of Dorsey's date of escgpe is correct, Dorsey |eft Maryland four days before his
son John was bom. Charlemont vital statistics a<o record the degth of Louisa Dorsey scarcdy two
months after the birth of Charles, on 7 November 1838. Joshua L eavitt may have st Dorsey to his
father's Charlemont home, as Purvisrecaled, but he probably worked, if not lived, on Roger Hart

L eavitt's adjacent farm. About two weeks after Louisa Dorsey died, Joshua L eavitt wroteto his
brother, "I feel for Mr. Dorsey in his bereavaement and trust thet you will do al that Christian
benevolence requires in hiscare No record o far known indicates in which home the Dorsey
family lived in Charlemont, and though they remained in Charlemont until 1844 the 1840 a census
records no people of color in ether the Roger or Roger Hart Leavitt households™ That hewas in
Charlemont in 1839 is indicated by the accounts of the Massachusatts Anti-Slavery Society, which
list "B. Dorsey 50c" under contributions from Charlemont that yeer

Purviss acoounts do not offer specific details on the Dorsey family'sroute to Charlemont, but the
Hampshire Gazette in 1867 daed that he camefirst to Northampton to the home of Haynes K.
Starkwegther on South Street; it ssams probable that Joshua L eavitt had directed him there. Leavitt
had been admitted to the bar in Northampton and had married awoman from that town; no doubt he
had numerous connections there, not the leest of whom were the Tgppans Starkwegther took the
Dorseys sraightaway to the home of Captain Samud Parsons—"whose heart,” the Gazette wrote,
"dways beat in sympeathy with the fugitive'—and after a"a day or two" there Parsonstook the
family by wagon from Northampton to the Charlemont home of Roger Hooker L eavitt. The
newgogpe dated that Basil Dorsey lived there with histhree children "about five years” hiswife
having died there, and in January 1844 he moved to Horence™"

(continued)

A inan by the name of Basil Dorsey isnot enumerated in Massachusettsin the 1840 federa census

‘Joshua Leavitt Family Papers, MM C-0893, Library of Congress, citedin Leavitt NTF nomination; Massachusatts Anti-
Savery Society Pgperscited inibid.

ANBE S\T>ordy," Hampshire Gazette. , N
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That David Ruggles may have collaborated with Leavitt in Dorsey's excgpe ssamslikely. The
Gazette dated that Dorsey had met Ruggles in New Y ork City, and that Ruggles and Leavitt knew
each other is clear: Ruggles had been a subscription agant for the Emancipator snce 1833 and a
corregpondent snce 1834. Dorsey must have come aong the Connecticut Valley to Northampton. It
isaso known that Ruggles had usad this route to move other fugitives northward & thistime. In the
fall of 1838 JamesLindsay Smith of Northumberland County, Virginia, escgped with twofiiendsby
sdlboat, then on foot to New Cadtle, Ddlaware, and then on to Philadelphia. Assigtants there sent
him "with aletter directed to David Ruggles’ of the New Y ork Vigilance Committee, and Ruggles
in turn sent Smith of f with "two letters, one to aMr. Foder, inHartford; and the other to Doctor
Osgood, in Springfield." Smith took a deamboat to Hartford and another to Springfield, where he
found hisway to the home of Samud Osgood, pastor of Springfield's First Congregationa Church.
By 1842 he moved to Norwich, Connecticut, David Ruggless native place, where he lived therest
of hislife. Probably in 1839 or 1840, William Green, afugitive from Maryland's Easem Shore,

wes taken aboard avessd by awilling captain to Philade phia, sent onto New Y ork where he
dayed a aboardinghouse until congables camelooking for him, and then was somehow helped to
excgpe from that place to the home of Ruggles, who sent him on the same route to Osgood's
Springfield home. When Green pubhshed anarrative of hislifein 1853, he was still living in
Springfield.”

Where the Dorsey family lived in Northampton between 1844 and 1849 is not yet known. That he
purchased goods from the gore of the Northampton Association of Education and Industry (NAEI)
between 1843 and 1847 isknown from its account books,and itisa leest possble thet he lived
with one of the NAEI's founders, George W. Benson . Benson was the brother-in-law of William
Lloyd Garrison and son of oneof the founders of the 1789 Providence (Rhode Idand) Society for
Promoting the Abolition of Savery™ In 1841 he had moved to the L onetown section of

" James Lindsay Smith, Autobiography of James L. Smith, Including, Also, Reminiscences of Save Life, Recollections of
the War, Education of Freedmen, Causssof the Exodus, etc. (Norwich, Conn.: Pressof the Bulletin Company, 1881);
Narrative of Events inthe Life of William Green (Formerly a Save), Written by Himself (Springfield: L. M. Guemsey,
1853).

'NAEI Laborer's Book, 1843-47. The association store accounts begin on page 110 of this volume. Thanks to Steve
Strimer for this information.

“The name imder which the society applied for acharter was the "Providence Society for Promoting the Abolition of
Savery, for the Relief of Personsunlawfully held in Bondage, and for improving the condition of the Afiican race
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Northampton from Brooklyn, Connecticut, and with assodates had purchased the assts of the
Northampton Silk Company, which New Y ork capitadist Samud Whitmarsh had begunin
Northampton in 1829; Whitmarsh had moved the company to Broughton's Meadow in outlying
Lonetown in 1834. A year before Benson's move, abalitionists Lydia Maria Child and her hustand
David had moved to the Broughton's Meadow area <0 that David could continue to experiment with
the cultivation of sugar beets, addiberate atempt to develop an dtemative to sugar grown and
processed by dave labor. By 1852, the Lonetown district was renamed Florence in honor of the
Italian silk-producing city."* The NAEI, which Benson and othersincorporated in 1841, sawv silkin
the samelight, as an dtemative to cotton cultivated by the dave-labor system, in which northem
textile mills were degply complicit. Radica abolitionists of the day patronized free labor dores, ae
confections made with "free sugar,” and wore linen stockings.

The Northampton Association and Fugitives in Horence
Founded about the same time as such other Massachusetts Utopian communities as Hopedde,
Fmitlands, and Brook Farm, the Northampton Association was dedicated to nonresstance,
manufacture, nondenominationalism, temperance, education, and equa rights "without distinction
of s, color, or condifion, sect or religion."” 1n 1842, the yeer of its founding, Lydia Maria Child
left her husband David in Florence to edit the National Anti-Savery Standard in New Y ork, ad
there she learned of the difficult Stuation of David Ruggles. Abandoned by severd leading black
abolitionists in New York City after alibel and monetary dispute in 1839, Ruggleswas nearly blind
and physicaly broken by other allments. On 15 November 1842 David Lee Child went before the
NAEI to ask that Rugglesbe admitted as amember. The associaion resolved that Benson should
invite him "to come amongst us and remain with us' until the membershad achanceto come to
know him "and his circumstances.” Ruggleswas soon afterward admitted. About 1845, with the
asddanceof Northampton's Payson Wiiliston and his son J. Payson WiUiston, Ruggles purchased
the "oil-mill house' where David Lee Child hed processed sugar beets and converted it to awater
(continued)

Folder 1, SeriesB, Austin Collection of Moses Brown Pepers Archives of New England Y early Meeting of Society of
Friends, Rhode Idand Historical Society, Providence.

"*Chales A. Sheffield, The History of Florence, Massachusetts, 1657-1894, Including a Complete Description of the
Northampton Association of Education and Industry (Horence, MA: n.p., 1895), 14, 23.

"Chrigtopher Clark, The Communitarian Moment: TheRadical Chdlenge of the Northampton Association (Ithaca, NY :
Corndll University Press, 1995), 15-29.
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cure, beieved to be the first hydropathic hospitd in the United States. Horence was equaly well if
not better known for itswater cure, which endured until the late 1860s, long after the NAEI
dissolved in 1846

Benson a0 had adirect connection with once-endaved New Y orker Sojourner Tmth (Isabella Van
Wagenen), aresdent of Florence from 1843 through about 1857. In the former year Tmth visited
the association and, though not impressed a first glance, was persuaded to day ovemight. Shecame
to fedl that in the Northampton Association, her amanuenss wrote, "al was characterized by an
equdlity of feeling, aliberty of thought and soeech, and alargenessof soul, she could not have
before met with, to the same extent, in any of her wanderings.” Tmth worried, as she hed
perennidly, about supporting hersalf, epecidly now that "labor, exposure and hardship had mede
sad inroads upon her iron constitution, by inducing chronic diseese and premature old age” Yet, her
narrative notes, she was somewhat lessanxious in Florence, for dhe "remained under the shedow of
one* who never wearies in doing good, giving to the needy, and supplying the wants of the
dedtitute.” This"one," the agerisk explains, was George W. Benson. ' She too became an NAEI
member, and a some point between 1846 and 1850, when she was adle to purchase her own home
in Horence with the asssanceof NAEI founder Samud L. Hill, Tmth lived in Benson'shome

In early May of the same year that Tmth settled in Horence, the fugitive Stephen C. Rush was
acoepted as aoneweek visitor to the association. Five dayslater he was "unanimoudy invited to
congder the Community his home for the present.” William Lloyd Garrison, who with hisfamily
was spending that summer in Horence inasmadl cottage near the association, identified Rush asa
fugitivein hisLiberator after that year's Wes Indian Emancipation celebration. "He sad that he
was induced to mn away by hearing of Latimer's case; and that as Massachusettshad given succor
and protection to George Latimer, he thought he would try hisluck in the same maimer,” Garrison
wrote, "Hewas dso induced the more readily to escgpe by hearing his magter and other
daveholders cursing the aboalitionists, of whom he formed ahigh opinion from that circumstance.™
By early November 1843, after undergoing what ssams to have been sx months of probation, Rush

(continued)

*Hill, "Horence."
"Sojourner Truth, Narrativeof Sojourner Truth (1850; reprint, Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1997), 72-73.
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was admitted amember of the Northampton Association. Active, with Ruggles, inloca antidavery
meetings in 1844, Rush left the NAEI and Horence inApril 1846; nothing more is yet known of
him.'»

The Benson family had been involved inissuesof racial equaity sncethe early 1830s From his
retirement home in Brooklyn, Cormecticut, Benson's father, though in his early eighties, was
redected presdent of the New England Anti-Slavery Society in 1834. The year before, he hed
played acentra role inthe defense of Pmdence Cranddl in nearby Canterbury when townspeople
violently attempted to dosethe school she had opened for young women of color. At thet point, the
Reverend Samud J. May, dso of Brooklyn and well documented for his fugitiveassgance in
Connecticut and upgtate New Y ork, began his Underground Railroad work. According to
Cormecticut Underground Railroad historian Horatio Strother, the Crandall affair so impelled the
Benson family to begin to raise money to support fugitive escgpes™

By 1845 the silk manufacturing venture was on sheky ground, and, with other investors, Benson
acquired the factory as well as ninety aaresof land and half of the company's debt. He incorporated
anew venture, Bensonville Manufacturing Company, and with the help of the brothers Samud and
J. Payson Wiiliston, the latter awell-known abolitionist and reputed fugitive assgant, converted the
operation to cotton manufacturing. Benson dayed with the company only until 1848, but it is
possible that Basil Dorsey worked for Benson by 1845. The Hampshire Garette dated that after the
Dorsey family'smove to Northampton, Basil Dorsey "worked for Mr. Benson, abrother-in-law of

(continued)

Henry Mayer, All on Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Savery (New York: &. Martin's Press 1998),
322-24; Liberator, 2 August 1843.

"On May, the Bensons, and fugitivesin Brooklyn, see Horatio Strother, The Underground Railroad in Connecticut
(Middletown, CT: Wedeyan University Press, 1962), 134: "The Brooklyn agentswho raised the fundsfor this refugee
included George Benson, aman named Whitcomb, and others. They were working in the tradition established by the
Reverend Samud J. May, who as early as 1834 was receiving fugitives a this town and sending them acrossthe sate
line to Uxbridge or Worcester." Strother's reference, somewhat puzzling given the datesin the quote, are "First Annual
Report of the Board of Managers of the New England Anti-Savery Society” (Boston, 1833), 13-14; and W. Shaman
Savage "The Controversy over the Digtribution of Abolition Literature, 1830-1860" (Washington, 1938), 9. Thanks to
Steve Strimer for thisinformation.
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William Lloyd Garrison.” The newspgper noted that Dorsey worked "as ateamdter, first asan
employee of the cotton-mill company, and latterly as agenerd jobber. He has dways done the
teaming for the cotton mill.""°

In the fall of 1846 Bensonville Manufacturing Company plotted house lots on the hill northeest of
its factory onthe Mill River in Florence, and on 12 November 1849 the company, through Samud
Wiiliston, itspresident, sold Basil Dorsey ot 12in Bensonville for thirty-five dollars”™ The house
was danding by the timethe federa censuswas taken in August 1850. At that time Dorsey and his
family—his second wife Cynthia and their three children—shared their household with fifty-year-
old Jacob Benson, his thirty-two-year old wife Eliza—both, like Dorsey, bom in Maryland—and
their one-year-old daughter, bom in Massschusatts™

Presumably because the passage of the 1850 Fugitive Save Act had stimulated a rash of cgptures
and arrestsof known and presumed fugitives, Dorsey'sfiiendsthen raisedfi mdsto purchase his
freedom. The Hampshire Gazette noted the action was "againg the wishes of many of his friends,
who didn't like to buy with money that freedom which God had endowed al men with; but as he
omeimes visited Boston, Providence, and other cities, in his teaming business, it was feared he
might, when away from home be maede a subject for the fugitivedave law, and be hurried back to
davery. Soitwas deemed best to pay the price demanded and thus miake hisfreedomsecure™ The
Gazette dated that the purchase occurred in 1850 for two hundred dollars, Dorsey himself
contributing fifty dollars. But Swarthmore College dean Elizabeth Powell Bond, who sooke a

(continued)

N'Clark, Communitarian Moment, 159; "Basil Dorsey," Hampshire Gazette. Arthur G. Hill, son of NAEI founder
Samud L. Hill, wroteof Dorsey, "He brought the cotton baesfrom the Northampton railroad station and took thither
thefinishedcloth for shipment to the outer world. He had apowerful pair of lungs and on the road from Northampton
with aload of bades, he would commence yelling a the eestem dope of Nonotuck S. when the people a the mill would
open doors and prepare to receive hisload." A. G. Hill, "Horence the Mecca [sc] Sanctuary of the Colored Race"
Arthur G. Hill Pgpers, Forbes Library, Northampton. Hill had crossed out "mecca”" evidently feding "sanctuary” the
more appropriate descriptor.

~NHampshire County Deads 115:360 and 130:464-65.

Mt istempting to soeculate, as Strimer of the Florence History Project suggests that the Bensonstoo were fugitives
assigted by George Benson, and that they adopted his sumamein recognition of that fact.
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Dorsey'sfianeral ,sated inthe 1890sthat she found among her papersthe printed bill of sale"
between Thomas SoUars and the Philade phia attomey George Griscom for Dorsey, in the amount
of 150 dollars, 9gned on 14 May 1851/™ Griscom mugt then have manumitted Dorsey through the
Maryland courts.

The family was living inthe Bensonville house when, on 1 March 1852, Dorsey sold the land and
the buildingsonitto Sdah B. Trask for eight hundred dollars.On the same day he bought from
Trask other Horence property, on South Street (now Horence Road) between the house David
Ruggles hed lived inuntil his degth in 1849 and the home of Henry Anthony, aman of color who
hed lived in Horence since as early as 1840 Trask himself lived in Dorsey's former Bensonville
housefor scarcdy two years before sellingit, on 1 April 1854, to Mary Jones wife of ThomasH.
Jones. Trask dso held amortgage bond on the property through 1 April 1858

The JonesFamily in Horence

A gevedore working in the port of Wilmington, North Carolina, Thomas H. Jones (1806-90)

aranged for the excgpeof his freewife and her endaved children and then his own escgpe in 1849,

thirteen years after Basil Dorsey escgped from Maryland. Jones, bom to endaved parentsand raised

on aplantation near Wilmington, was about nine years old when he was sold to a sorekegper in
(continued)

~MSe Edward H. Magill, "The Underground Railroad," Friends Intelligencer 55 (1898): 181. Bond stated herethat she
"found among her papersthe printed report of her discourse on the occasion,” meaning Dorsey's fimerd, "and init |
found the printed bill of sde." Christoper Denamore, curator of Friends Historical Library a Swarthmore College, did
not find this report in Bond's papers, though he stated that a more thorough review of the collection may uncover it. See
Denamore email to Strimer. Thanks to Steve Strimer for aphotocopy of the Magill article.

N'Hampshire County Deeds 142:488-89.

MHeary Anthony was awell-known fiddler in Florence. He and his family may have been the "fugitivesfrom injustice”
living in the "shanteg' on the farm Lydia Maria Child's father bought her in June 1840. Child described the
Thanksgivingfiddl eplaying of "their colored man" and mentioned hiswife and child inaletter to Anna Loring on 20
December 1840. Inthe spring of 1841 the Childs moved into this shanty, and Anthony's deed for property adjacent to
Dorsey's isrecorded soon afterward. Hill, "FHorence," dso mentions Anthony'sfiddleplaying. The 1850 cenauslistsa
Maryland birthplace for Anthony. Massachusetts native Hannah Randall, age forty-seven, lived inthe Ruggles house,
which had been moved fromits original location. Randdl worked a Rugglesswater cure, still in operation.
MHampshire County Deads 154:22-23.
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Wilmington. Hethen worked as aclerk and in domestic service. Jones married and hed three
children, but his family was taken from him when hiswife's misress moved to Alabama. Bereft
and then himself again sold after 1829, Jonestook a second wife, Mary R. Moore, who hed three
children of her own. He managed to raise the money to purchase and then free his new wife, but in
1849 he leamed that plans were afoot to sall the children. Working with awhite lawyer, Jones tried
to push the North Carolinalegidatureto pessa specid act to emancipate them. When his efforts
failed, in mid- to late June 1849 he somehow aranged for Mary and her children—all but her son
Edward—to be sant by coastwise vessd to the Brooklyn, New Y ork, home of Robert H. Coudns, an
African American porter living on Jay Street. Bom in Virginia, Cousinss wife Sarah had been bom
in North Carolina, and in hishome in 1850 was the 74-year-old Elizabeth Jones, dso bomin North
Cadlina™

Then, in August of the same year, Jones paid the Seward of the turpentine brig Bell eight dollars to
dow him away. At sea the brig's captain discovered him, but rough weether prevented retuming
Jones until the vessdl was near New Y ork. When the captain went ashore to arrange Joness
rendition and the mate aboard was otherwise occupied, Jones fabricated amde raft and escaped
from the Bell. Though the mate sat out after him, afriendly vessd rescued Jones and brought him to
Cousns. "The Sabbath after my arrival in Brooklyn, | preached in the moming in the Bethel: | then
cameon to Hartford," Joneswrotein his narrative, issued in numerous editions under severd
dightly different titles. "A gentleman kindly paid my pessegeto that place, and sent me an

(continued)

~Thanks to Jim Driscoll of the Queens(NY) Historica Society for the information that Cousins was black. Driscoll's
sarch of theHeames Brooklyn City Directory for 1853-54 found that Cousins then had aclothing store and barber
shop a 9 Linden Row and was living & 9 Jay Street, the same address a which he was listed in the 1850-51 city
directory. Driscoll notes that this section of Brooklyn was an African American neighborhood and the home of the
Bridge Street African American church, to which Cousins was connected, as well as the Concord Street Baptist Church,
d=o African American. The 1850 cenaus shows five others within severa households of Cousins with North Carolina
birthplaces. In a 11 July 1849 letter to hiswife reprinted in his severa narratives, Thomas H. Joneswrote, "Tell brother
Robert H. Cousins that he must pray for me; for | long to mest him one timemorein thisworld." Jones had asger
named Sareh, but his narratives sate that she was the lagt sibling to be sold away from his family and that he did not
know where she was. Hisnarratives do not sate the name of his mother but imply that she died before he left North
Carolina. In the record of histhird marriage, in 1867 in New Bedford, MA, Jones saed that his parents were Tony and
Grace Kirkwood, though a the timeof his fourth marriage in 1882 he stated his parents names as Henry and Grace with
no sumame Thanksto Carl J. Cruz of New Bedford for this marriage data.
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introduction to atme-hearted friend. | dayed in Hartford twenty-four hours; but finding | was
pursued, and being informed that | should be safer in Massachusettsthan in Cormecficut, | came on
to Springfield, and from thenceto Boston, where | arrived, penniless and friendless, the 7th of
Octobe."™

By preaching and receiving contributions a& severa Boston churches, Jones was abdle to bring his
family there, and by 1850 he and his family moved to Sdem. Hehad preached a leest once @ the
Free Evangdica Churchin Danvers, adjacent to Sdem, and the town was home to the family of
John, Charles Lenox, and Sarah Remond, well-known Afiican American abolitionists. The 1850
Sdem census enumeration shows Thomas Jones, age forty-four, with hiswife Mary, sevenryear-old
daughter Mary C,five-year-oldson John, and three-year-old son Alexander. The 1851 Sdem city
directory lists the Rev. Thomas Jonesa 10 High Streat Court—the Afiican American section of
town popularly known as "Roagt Megt Hill." In the census Thomas and Mary Jones claimed
Massachusetts as the place of birth for the entire family, though they were al bomin North
Caroling; the subterfuge, certainly not uncommon among documented fugitives, must have
demmed from Joness continued anxiety over the possibility of pursuit™

Thethreat Jones percaived remained high and was no doubt eevated after the passage of the
Fugitive Save Act in Sgptember 1850. In May 1851 he left hisfamily in Sdem and escgped to the
Canadian Maritimes, where he presented a seriesof antidavery lecturesin New Bmnswick ad
Nova Scotia and dmmmed up subscriptions for Garrison's Liberator. " Quitefree from terror, | now
fed that my bones are aproperty bequesthed to mefor my own use” hewrote to hisfiiend and
supporter, the abolitionist Daniel Foger, shortly after hisarrival in Caneda, "and not for the
servitude or gratification of the white men, in that gloomy and sultry region, where the hue of the
(continued)

~Thomaes H. JonesTTze Experience of Thomas H. Jones, Who Wasa Savefor Forty-Three Years Written by a Friend,
as Given toHim by Brother Jones (Worcester, MA: Henry J. Howland, 1857), 47.

~Jones often gave cenaus enimierators different information about his place of birth. 1n 1860 he (or hiswife) told
Worcester enumerators he didn't know where he was bom.  1n 1880, then awidower living in New Bedford, he stated he
was bomin Virginia. In records of his third and fourth marriages he stated his birthplace as North Carolina. Jones did
not Satea place of birth in any of the three narratives surveyed in thisresearch. Peter Ripley et d., eds, The Black
Aboalitionist Papers, vol. 2, Canada, 1830-1865 (Chapd Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press 1992),
134 n.4, datestha Joneswas bom to dave parents outside Wilmington, NC.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet | DORSEY JONES HOUSE
J, , Underground Railroad inMA MPS
o 1] »**"*  Northampton, Hampshire Co., MA
Section number 8 Page 15

skin hes left my racein thradom and misery for ages™ In 1852 he and hiswife leamed that her son
Edward's freedom could be purchased for 850 dollars, & which point Mary began a fund-raising
campaign inand around Boston, and Jonestumed the full energy of his lecturing effort to thet
cau= Hiswife and one of her childrenjoined him in Nova Scaotia for atime, but by the time Jones
retumed to the United Statesin 1854 Mary Jones had dready entered into a contract with Trask for
the purchaseof Basil Dorsey's former property.

Unlike Basil Dorsey, who was arelatively permanent and long-livedfixturein FHorence, Joness
presencein Horence as dsawhereto that point was intermittent. "Rev. Thomas H. Jonesmede this
his heedquarters during the intervals between his preaching and lecturing tours," Arthur G. Hill
recaled. "He lived on Nonotuck Street, sscond house from CraossHill. Hehad in his lectures,
handcuffs, yokes, chains, whips and gags as exhibits of the cmelty of the daveholder."™ Like
Dorsey, Jones shared the Nonotuck Street dwelling with another family, identified in the Sate
canus as Thomas Washington, an African American farmer bom in Maryland, and Laura
Washington, bom in Connecticut. Jonesand his family left Florence in 1859 and settled in
Worcegter. In 1865 Mary Jones and her sons John and Alexander may have been in Boston's fifth
ward. But by 1867, Mary evidently having died, Thomas Jones and possibly some of thechildren
moved to New Bedford, where directories list him as alecturer and minister until his desth in
18%0/M

~NC. Peter Ripley @ d., eds. TheBlack Abalitionist Papers, vol. 2, Canada, 1830-1865 (Chapd Hill and London:
University of North Carolina Press, 1992), 133-35. Joness | etter to Foster was published inthe Liberator, 30 May
1851.The date of Mary Jonessbond with Trask is 1 November 1853; Hampshire County Deeds 154:22-23.

AHill, "Horence."

In 1861 Thomas H. Jonesis listed in the Worcester directory as living a 13 Austin Street; in 1862 the directory
showed him a 18 Chandler Street. A block gpart, the strestsmn parallel to Park Avenue inthe city's seventhward. In
the 1865 Boston census a Mary Joneswith sonsof the correct nemesand ages is shown mnning aboardinghouss, s
fifth ward, household 236, family 374, Massachusatts Sate census On 7 Sgptember 1867, Thomes H. Jones married
Mrs. Anna Campbdl in New Bedford; it is listed as a sscond marriage for both, though it was technicaly Jonessthird.
Joneswiss listed a8 sixty yearsold, from North Carolina, and the son of Tony and Grace Kirkwood. Campbd | was
thirty-three, from Virginia, and the daughter of Matton (?) and Nancy; no sumamewas shown in the record. George B.
Richmond of the city's YMCA dated inaletter dated 20 November 1869 that he had known Jonesfor the "past two
years'; s Thomas H. Jones, The Experience of Thomes H. Jones, Who Weas a Savefor Forty-Three Years Written by
a Friend, As Related to Him by Brother Jones (New Bedford: E. Anthony & Sons 1885). On 20 December 1882 Jones
married again to Lavina Russl Ledie of Boston, bom in Bridgetown Nova Scotia. 1t was her second marriage. Joness
will names her as hiswidow and his other heirs as ason William H. Moore of Wilmington, NC, ason Alexander A.
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Role of Horence inthe Underground Railroad

Northampton, of which FHorence is apart, was ademographic anomaly in the generd Afiican
American experience in Massachustts. | ngenerd, people of color, before and after the Civil War,
gravitated to the commonwedth's largest port cities, not to itsinland cities or its amdler towns. In
1855, 3,768 peopleof color were hated as living in Boston and New Bedford combined and mede
up, respectively, 3.7 and 8.1 percent of eech city'stotal population. Thirty-eight percent of the
sateshlack population lived inthesetwo citiesin 1855. Away from the coast, only 282 people of
color lived in Lowell and Worcester, whose economieswere largely bassd on manufacturing;
industrial jobs were virtually unavailable to blacks throughout the 19*' and well into the 20*
century. The population of Lowell, with 37,554 people one of the largest cities inthe Sate, was only
0.2 % black; Worcedter, a 22,286, was 0.9 % of color. Nearly 3.0 % (399 persons) of the 1856
population of Springfield (13,788 in 1855) was black. Northampton & that fime was hometo 5819
people, of whom 124, or 21 %, were people of color™ Westfield and Greenfield, towns of roughly
smilar population szeinthe Cormecticut River Valey, together counted only thirty-six persons of
color among their resdentsin 1855.

Springfield'srelative attraction may be explained by its Sze and corresponding economic
prominence inthe Connecticut River corridor coupled with the existence of a both an active group
of white fugitive assgtants, organized as the Emigrant Aid Society, and the militant United States
League of Gileadites, which the famed John Brown organized in 1852 among African Americans to
help fugitives avoid recgpture. Northampton, however, was smal and not commercidly significant
in relative terms, nor was it formally organized for fugitive assstance. Northampton's A. G. Hill
beieved Florence was a"sanctuary” to peopleof color becauseof its liberal sentiments:

(continued)

Jonesof Dixon, IL, and adaughter Mary Catherine Bond of Newport, RI. Thereis no mention of John, who may have
predecessed him, and it may be that William Moore was "Edward," the son whom the Jonesestried to purchase from
davery; itisnot known whether their efforts succesded or failed. Jonesswill is Probate #6717, Bristol County Register
of Probate, New Bedford, MA. LavinaJonesdied a age 85 a her nieceshosuein Onsst, MA, inlate August 1924.
Thanks again to Carl Cmz for the information on Jonesslast two wives.

Francis DeWitt, comp., Abstract of the Canausof the Commonwedth of Massachusetts, Taken with References to
Facts Existing on the First Day of June 1855, with Remarks on the Same (Boston: William White, 1857).
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The North and the South of the United States battled long over theright to hold the
colored people in davery. Many people, poaliticians, datesmen and clergymen adike
wesakly knuckled to the arrogance of the South, while the colored fugitives from
barbaric treetment found little comfort or safety in Northem towns or cities. . . . When
the Bensonville assodaesreached their field of cooperative labors, each of them
fedling that the brotherhood of man included all of whatever color or shepeof heed,
early madeit knownthat here a any ratewas ahouseof refuge for theill-treated
wanderer whether from Southem davery or Northem barbarity. Many resdents of
color therefore soon madethis their home and were fraternally gregted and guardsd™™

Hill was gpesking only of Florence; Northampton itself was not esteamed among abolitionists.
When LydiaMaria Child moved therein 1838, she cdled the "date of abolition” inthe town
"lifelessenough.” Inaletter later the same year to the abolitionist lecturer and fugitive assdant
Abigail Kelley de wrote, "Thistown is agreet resort for Southemersinthe summer seeson; and
never in my life have | witnessed 0 much of the lofty dave-holding spirit.” Five yearslater, in
1843, the Hampshire Garette noted that David Ruggles, a"black man,” had chaired a Northampton
antidavery meeting. The Gazette declared it "not in very good taste or, & any rate, was not 0
regarded in this community, and we do not think it good policy to offend the taste of any
community, inany way, when there is no necessity for it." The newspaper went on to report that "a
colored man, who hes recently escgped from davery” dso addressad the meeting. " Such goesches—
if goeaches they may be caled—can do no good. It was merejargon, uttered in atone and manner
that was tmly distressing. Such persons should be taught to confine themsdvesto the ample tde of
their higtory, and not attempt to exhort."™

(continued)

"Hill, "Florence."

"Child, Northampton, to Caroline Weston, 27 July 1838; Child, Northampton, to Abigail Kelley, 1 October 1838, in
Lydia Maria Child: Sdected Letters, 1817-1880, eds Milton Mdtzer and Patricia G. Holland (Amherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 1982), 79-80, S9-91; Hampshire Gazette, 8 August 1843. This fugitive may have been Siephen C.
Rush, who cameto Horence that year.
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Yet in 1843, the same year that the local newgpaper looked askance a Afiican American
participafion in local antidavery meetings, the racia climate in Florence received an oppodte
evauation from avisiting schoolteacher. Sophia Foord, who came to Horence from Dedham,
Massachusetts, to teach inthe NAEI's Educationd Department, wrote in May 1843 to her friend
Robert Adams, who shortly became akey fugitiveassgtant inFall River, "Thisisbecoming, or hes
dready become quite adepot for fugitives—oneleft here on Thursday & another arrived the day
following who will probably tarry ashort time. Heis quite intelligent, goesksof having been kindly
trested by aMr. Adams of Providence someday last week, who it is presumed is your father—He
say's the daves excgpe 0 frequently that their madters say the Abolitionists must have arail road
under ground; that many more would run avay were it not for the belief they are taught to cherish,
that abolifionistsat the North would treat them [rest of sentence missing]." The arrival Foord
described was probably Stephen C. Rush. Arthur G. Hill, bom in 1841 inan extant Federd-gyle
housein Broughton's Meadow, recalled, " A good many passengears sopped 'five minutesfor
refreshments & my father's, and conductors were often changed here. On afew trips| was dther
conductor or assstant conductor. Quite anumber of the through passengerstemporarily took up
their abodein Horence, the bamy anti-davery climate here proving very attractive to them.” Hill
a0 recdled that Josah Henson, who like Harriet Tubman retumed to the South to asss others in
their excgpesfrom davery, dso sopped a Samud L. Hill's Horence home™ Hill had dso helped
Sojoumer Tmth buy her Horence home and put his son Arthur to the task of copying Tmth's
narrative of her life, taken down by "akind lady in another town,” and printing itin pamphlet form.
Hill dsoremained inthe silk businesswhen Benson had tumed to cotton. He developed "machine
twist," asilk threed smooth and strong enough that home sewing machines could use it successfiiUy,
and upon itsbadsthe silk industry became Northampton's largest employer through 1874.

Samud L. Hill moved to anew home in Horence (extant on 31 Maple Street) probably by late
1845, and Ausfin and Fidelia Ross bought the Hill property when the Northampton Associafion

(continued)

~*Sophia Foord, Northampton, to Robert Adams, 8 May 1843, private collection. Thanks to Steve Strimer for this
information and citation.

"A. G. Hill to Josgph Marsh, 31 January 1893, reproduced in Sheffield, History of Florence, 166. Hill gppearsnot to
have owned what is now known as the RossHomestead outright. The Northampton Associated owned title to the
property when Austin and Fidelia Ross bought it. Steve Strimer, email to author, 4 February 2004.
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collgpsed in 1846. From the same areaof northeastem Cormecticut as Hill, Benson, and Ruggles,
Rass had been dismissed from the Presbyterian church in Chaplin, Connecficut because of the
drength of his antidavery sentiment, and he had come to Florence in 1845 to farm and to teech in
the NAEI school. Nineteenth-century loca historian Charles Sheffield gated that the fugitive
"Wilson" lived onthe Rossfarm for ayear and ahalf This JamesWilson worked as a night
watchman after 1850 a what was then known as the Greenville (formerly Bensonville)
Manufacturing Company, where Basil Dorsey continued to work as ateamgta ™ A. G. Hill
remembered him:

Beforethe decision of Jusdce Taney and itsresults, Wilson afugitive arrived here. He
decided to remain here, became alaborer, lived on Nonotuck S., got together alittle
money tramped back to Virginiatotry to rescuehis son from davery. After afew
months he gppeared with his son. Leaving him he went back to get his daughter. He
was cgptured and kept in davery agan for severd months. He again escgped and
arrived herewith his daughter when the three sarted for Canadato happily bresthe the
ar of freedom.

The Wiiliston family were probably not the only ones to hire fugitives in Horence. According to
Sheffield, gpparently basaed in part on the reminiscence of A. G. Hill, A. P. Critchlow employed
fugitives in hisfactory, which produced cagssfor deguerreotypes. One, whose name was given only
& "French,” worked there until his clamant or an agat named King came to the water cure seeking
him. Critchlow gtayed with French a the factory for afew nights until the pursuant left Horenceto
look for French dsawvhae™*”

Hill noted that the 1857 Dred Scott Case - inwhich U.S. Suprame Court Justice Roger Taney
dedared that African Americans"had no rightswhich the white man isbound to respect” -

(continued)

"The Leading Citizens of Hampshire County, Massachusetts," Biographical Review (Boston: Biographical Review
Publishing Company, 1896), 364. Srimer of the Florence History Project statesthat Wilson was a member of the NAEI.
MHill, "Horence."

0" Arthur G. Hill, Florence, Mass,, 31 January 1893, to Mr. Marsh, Siebert Notebooks; Sheffield, History of Florence,
167. Sheffield, 220, aso stated that Critchlow "connected with the loca station of the underground railroad.”
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"fiightened the fugitives who had been drawn here by the anti-davery sentiment of the palce, s that
they soon after migrated to Canedain which country the Dred Scott decison had no power. This
place then became a gtation on the so-cdler under-ground railroad for trangporting the fugitives to
Canada" Hill wrote. There may have been adecline inthe overall black population of
Northampton between 1855 and 1860, but therewas a dight increase betweenl855 and 1865, from
108 to 125 persons. I n addition, the proportion claiming to have been bom in adave daerose a5
well, from 5.6 % of al personsof color in thetownto 11.1 %. In tmth, their numbers are small.
Only saven parsons of color dated that they were bom in southem datesin 1855—the cook Robert
Wright from Virginia; the barber George W. Brown, living inthe same household; Henry Anthony,
of Maryland; Basil Dorsey, who lived about aquarter-mile down the road from Anthony; Thomas
H. and Mary Jones who lived in Dorsey's former home with their two children, the latter of whom
did not claim southem birthplaces, and the Maryland-bom farmer Thomas Washington, who lived
with hiswifein Jonesshousehold. Sojoumer Tmth was nearby. The Dorsey - Jones House
representswhat, a leest a this fage of Underground Railroad reseerch, an uncommon artifact—a
dwelling built for one fugitive and occupied by two inasmal Massachusetts community dedicated
to and shaped by a commitment to racia equality and distinguished by its location on a documented

path of fiigitive movement. , * o« »

Moreover, anumber of properties assodated with Forence's fugitivesand Underground Railroad
activigts survive, while others may be extant and are being reseerched. The home and farm of
Austin and FideliaRoss, in which they lived from 1845 into the 1890sand where Samud L. and
Arthur G. Hill dsolived, isextant & 123 Meadow Street. The houseto which the Hill family
moved in 1845, which A.G. Hill occupied until 1926, survives a 31 Maple Stret. The house to
which Basil Dorsey and his family moved in 1852, and where they remained for the next twenty
years dands on 4 Horence Road; further, a 47 Horence Road, is the home David Ruggles occupied
from 1846 to 1849 and where (though the building was moved fromitsorigina site) the African
American water cure employee Hannah Randdl and her family lived from 1856 to 1832. The house
Sojoumer Tmth lived infrom 1850 to 1857 is actualy endosed in atwo-story home on Pak Strest;
its sone foundation, timber frame and floor joists remain in their original locations. Henry
Anthony, quite possibly one of the "fugitivesfrominjustice" living inthe now-destroyed "shanteg’
to which the Childs moved when they first settled in Horence in 1841, Uved in ahousethat fill
dandsat 48 Spring Street.

(continued)
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Research neads to establish whether other properties in Florence have sound assodiationswith the
Underground Railroad. The home of George W. Hodestia and hiswife Laura, a 9 Horence Road,
for example, is extant; his gravestone datesthat he was "bom adave in Maryland,” but shether he
was afiigitive isnot yet known. A dwelling a 615 Riversde Drive may have been where George
W. Benson lived from 1841 to 1850 and dso where Sojoumer Tmth sayed before she bought her
Horence Home. The homes of aboalitionists Seth Hurd, Elisha Hammond (who painted the well-
known portraits of Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison, the former in Horence, in
1844), and Hall Judd - all of whom have been legendarily connected to the Underground Railroad -
aurvive, but specific instances of fugitive asssance have 0 far not been uncovered for these
individuals.

Later history of Dorsey-Jones House (1859-present)

After Thomas H. and Mary Jones had moved to Worcester, they sold the property to Lee Claflin of
Hopkinton, Middlesex County for 500 dollarsin 1859 Claflin'sidentity isunknown as well e
hisred edaeinterests in Horence. Four yearslater Claflin sold the houseand lotto A. Lyman
Wiiliston for 1100 dollars™ Wiiliston was the overseer of the Greenville Manufacturing Company,
succesor to the Benson concem, and he was re-consolidating the old Bensonville subdivision into a
sngle large parcd to provide the setting for anew villa he was constmcting on Pine Street & the top
of the hill. It was his grandfather and father, Payson and J. Payson Wiiliston, respectively, who
heped David Ruggles purchasethe oil mill housefor hiswater cure enterprise in 1845. A megp of
Horence published in 1873 depicts the large Wiiliston house and bam aong Pine Stret and the
Dorsey - JonesHouse on Nonotuck Street amid arow of cottages labeed as owned by the
Greenville Manufacturing Campary.™*~ A lithographic birds-eye view of Horence pubhshed in 1879
pictures the large Gothic-reviva villa and bam dong with adwelling that gopearsto be the Dorsey

- Jones House with asmall bam of its own.*" The depiction dso indicates that most of the
dwellings identified dong Nonotuck Street on the 1873 mgp had been deared from the scene
Although it was evidently protected from thisfate, it is goparent from the existing conditionsin the
house that no particular dterations were mede to it & this time.

(continued)

Hampshire County Deeds, 188:77 (18 August 1859).
Hampshire County Deeds, 213:189 (1 June 1863).

* . W. Bears, Atlasof Hampshire County, Mass. (1873).
Gait and Hoy, Map of Florence, Mass. (1878).
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By 1831 Wiiliston had moved to Round Hill, and he sold the property to Mary S Mann in 1834*/
She was the daughter of Samud L. Hill, who with GeorgeW. Benson was a founder of the
Northampton Association of Industry and Education. By the time the next map of Horence was
published in 1895, Williston's manson hed been damaged by fire and relocated to the north sde of
Pine Strest where it was renovated into anew resdence and sold. The large bam was demolished.
The remaining dwellings on Nonotuck Street were not affected. Mary S Mann died with the larger
property containing the Dorsey - JonesHouse still in her possession around 1904. In that year, her
son Samud H. Mann conveyed his half interest inthe property to his brother CharlesA. Mann, who
in 1919 sold it to the Nonotuck Silk Compary, more or less restoring it to the factory.*~ At some
point during the next five years, the busnesswas renamed the Corticelli Silk Company.

Northampton directories indicate that the Dorsey - JonesHouse (191 Nonotuck Street) was rented
to avariety of tradesmen and factory workers during this period. No one name remained assodiated
with the housefor long. There doesnot gopear to be any significant changes medeto the house for
or by these tenants before 1925 when the Corticelli Silk Co. platted anew subdivision of the Mann
edae’™™ The old lots laid out for Bensonville in 1846 were voided and new, larger lots created.

The Dorsey - JonesHousewas contained inLot No. 33 of the new plan. The small bam pictured

on earlier mgps had been removed. This lot was sold to John P. Burke, an employee of the Pro-
Phy-Lac-Tic Bmsh Company, and hiswife Evelyn Burke in 1925 It is sugpected that hot-water
heat and eectricity was ingtaled inthe house, abathroom created inthe pantry in the eest end of the
kitchen wing, and the dining room refurbished ether by the Corticelli Silk Co. to improve the house
for the sdleor by the Burkes themsdves. In 1930 the Burkes sold the houseto Emma M. Cantin."A
Se was employed as aclerk & the Corticelli Silk Company. According to the city directories for
the period, Cantin continued to live with her parents (her father was dso employed by the company)
and rented the houseto a leedt three tenants; of longest duration was Francis R. Wilkinson, a
bmdhmaker a Pro-Phy-Lac-Tic.

(continued)

Northampton Directory, 1881; Hampshire County Deads, 387:437 (15 May 1884).
Hampshire County Deeds, 579:253 (15 February 1904); 752:361 (17 November 1919).
Hampshire County Plan Book 5, page 10.

Hampshire County Deeds, 818:35 (18 August 1925); Northampton Directory.
Hampshire County Deeds, 863:35 (5 May 1930).
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Havelock J. Purseglove, J. and hiswife, Arme, bought the property from Cantin in 19427° In 1944
when Purseglove retumed home from the Seocond World War, they quickly replaced the old six-
over-sx vertical diding saehes of windows inthe principal rooms of the housewith one-over-one
sehes They laid osk flooring inthe front parlor and entranceway and removed the old balustrade
and replaced risersand treeds on the stairs. Havelock J. Purseglove, J. died unexpectedly from a
war-rdated illness shortly after theseimprovements were completed in 1945.

A decade later, hiswidow mede subgtantia changesto the kitchen wing. The kitchen was expanded
into the old wood shed by enlarging the opening in the interior partition between them and by
enclosing aportion of the porch, demolishing aportion of the front exterior wall, to cregte a pantry.
At the same time the rear wall of the old pantry goece behind the wood shed was pushed out to
enlarge the bathroom that had aready been added there. New windowswere ingtalled, and porches
were congmcted inthe front and rear of the wing. Then the entire housewas sded with wide
auminum dapboardsto conced the dterations. Thiswas reputedly the first ingance of duminum
sding in Horence. The small porch that had shdtered the main entrance of the housesnce its
constmction was removed when the siding was ingtaled, and a concrete deck extending acrossthe
entire width of the upright section was built.

AnnaJ. Purseglove purchased Lot No. 34 to the eest of her property in 1954, and dhe partitioned it
and s0ld the eestem half to her neighbor in 1989/ Se sold the house and lots to Russll G.
Andms of Northampton inthe same yeer’"* Andms was responsible for installing the shet
panding inthe entrance passage and the new surfaces on the walls, floor and ceiling of the rear
chamber on the ground floor. In this latter action, demolished the partition creating the closat on the
north wall of that room and blocked the doorway from the rear chamber into the parlor, cregting a
bookcase on the parlor Sdeto disguiseit.

The present owner, Richard Cogtelo of Hadley purchased the property from Andms in 2001 ™
(continued)

7 Hampshire County Deeds, 970:7 (24 September 1942).
" Persond commxmication with Havelock J. Purseglove, 111, 13 January 2004.
" Hampshire County Deeds, 1161:315 (23 February 1954); 1558:651 (29 August 1969) and Plan Book 17, pege 64.
" Hampshire County Deeds, 1558:67 (29 August 1969)
Hampshire County Deeds, 6325:48 (15 August 2001).
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He has gutted the kitchen wing in anticipation of renovating the house for tenants. He hes leamed
of the historic significance of the property and is now consulting with preservationists to plan the
fiirther rehabilitation of the building.

IntcRritv

The dterations to the wing section of the house, the remova of the decorative porch over themain
entrance, and the containment of original wood dapboard siding, comer boards, and friezes under
auminum siding have deprived this house of the luster of its original exterior finishes. Yet the
distinctive form of the Upright-and Wing dwelling type is still clearly discemable, and itsimage
outwardly conveys the modest but respectable economic and socid dausthe two fugitives and their
integration into the community. Redrained Gresk Reviva-style embdlishments are dso adequatdy
visible to assodaethis house with the period of significance and the level of workmanship invested
in affordable housesof the era

The interior plan and extant finishes provide distinguishing features that reinforce the associdive
integrity of the houseto the notable individuasand the period of significance. The interior plan
and finishes are sufficiently intact to indicate the living pattemns and quality of life chosen by Basil
Dorsey when he contracted to build the house. The progressive agpectsof the plan were intended to
improve the living conditions of the laboring dass evincing the modem dimension of the
antidavery movement and the outlook of a leest one fugitive. The fedling of Dorsey's presence in
the houseis pdpable even with the damage doneto the kitchen wing.

Archaeological Signiflcance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information assodated
with African-American history and the Underground Railroad in Massachusetts. Important
information may aso exist related to the socid, cultural, and economic livesof Basil Dorsey and
Thomas H. Jones, both Fugitive daves and later occupantsof the house. Comparative study of
architectura features of the house combined with archaeologica evidence of constmction features,

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet DORSEY JONES HOUSE

Underground Railroad inMA MPS
Northampton, Hampshire Co., MA

Section number 8 Page 25

renovations to the house, and evidence of sables and/or outbuildings may identify spatid and
smcturd characterigtics smilar to thosein other aress of Massachustts or the American South.
The evidence indicated above might be usad to characterize fugitive built and occupied dwellings in
the Massachusatts and possibly northeastem region.  The abosence of stables and/or outbuildings on
mgps before and after 1895 may result from the lack of these representations on thosemgps. The
gables and/or outbuildings illustrated on the 18% map of Horence may dso indicate the gmctures
are unrelated to fugitive occupancy of the house and period of significance.

Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationa related features may aso contribute important
socid, cultural, and economic information rdated to the Dorsey-Jones occupancy of the house and
fugitive occupancy of residentia buildingsingenerd. Cultural artifacts and macro-fossil evidence
may exist that indicate associationswith West African culture or the American South. In addition
to materid artifacts, evidence of dietary habits and pathologies may dso exist. Theinformation
described abovemay help identify characteristics of fugitive occupied dwellings independent of
documentary sources

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated parcd is located inthe Horence section of the City of Northampton on the north
ddeof Nonotuck Street, three lots eest of Maple Stret with boundaries as indicated on the

accompanying tax map.

Boundary Justification

The nominated parce representsthe current lega ot containing the historic housethat is the subject
of thisnomination. The historic lot containing the house, created in 1846, was reconfigured in 1925
when new lots were surveyed for the existing subdivision. This ot was enlarged to its present Sze
by two actionsin 1954 and 1969. See the text of this nomination for more detail.
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Photographs

Photographer: Neil Larson, 2004
Negatives a: Massachusetts Historical Commisson

w : Exterior, view from SW
C Exterior, view from SE
3 Exterior, view from NE
4, Exterior, view W towards mill (house onright)
5, Interior, ground floor, entry and dair pesssge
6, Interior, ground floor, parlor viewfi-omsair pessege
7, Interior, ground floor, parlor, view towards Sair pessage
& Interior, ground floor, dining room, view towards rear chamber, stair passege on | eft
0. Interior, ground floor, dining room, view towards kitchen
10. Interior, second floor, Sair pessage
11. Interior, second floor, front bed chamber, view from stair pessage
12.  Interior, second floor, front bed chamber, view towards door to star pessage
13. Interior, sscond floor, front bed chamber, detail of door latch
14. Interior, sscond floor, NW bed chamber, viewfi-omcloset
15. Interior, kitchen wing, view towards dining room
16.  Interior, kitchen wing, view towards eest end
Fgures, maps
1/ Photograph of house, ca 1952
2. Photograph of house, detail, ca 1952
3. Horence map, 1860
4. Horence map, 1873 i AN v
5. Bird's eye view of Horence, 1879
6. Horence mep detail, 18% /™) n
7. Horence plan of lots, 1925
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