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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Location & Setting 
The Dorsey - Jones House is located at 191 Nonotuck Street in Florence, a small industrial village 
contained within the City of Northampton in the Connecticut River Valley of Massachusetts. The Mill 
River, a tributary of the Connecticut, follows a winding course along the westem limits of the village where 
it powered a series of factory sites. One of those was a cotton factory operated by the Bensonville 
Manufacturing Company. Its president was George W. Benson, Jr., a founder of the Northampton 
Association of Education and Industry in 1841, a Utopian community dedicated to, among other 
progressive ideals, equal rights without distinction of sex, race, or rehgion. Bensonville, the original 
development and name of Florence, was platted on a hillside northeast of the factory in the fall of 1846, 
and on 12 November 1849 Basil Dorsey purchased Lot No. 12 for thirty-five dollars.' The house was 
completed in time to be recorded by the Federal census in August 1850. The lot pattem was changed by a 
second subdivision recorded in 1925, but the house maintains its geographic and visual relationship to the 
factory site and houses of similar age on Nonotuck Street. Although the 1836 factory building was 
demolished in 1966, later buildings continue to distinguish the mill site. (PHOTO 4) A small, one-story 
medical center was constmcted on the opposite side of the street in the 1970s, and early- and mid-20"̂  -
century single-family dwellings have been built behind the property on the hillside. 

The house is sited on the westem side of the trapezoidal lot that has a frontage on Nonotuck Street (south) 
measuring 118.26 ft. and a rear (north) line measuring 167.46 ft. The present lot was created from the 
reconfiguration of lots made by the Corticelli Silk Co. in 1925.̂  In this plan old Lot No. 12 was voided and 
the house was assigned Lot No. 33, which shifted the property towards the east with the westem line 
redrawn within a few feet of the building. This lot was enlarged in 1954 with the addition of Lot No. 34 
adjoining it on the east; in 1966 Lot No. 34 was partitioned with the eastem half sold to its neighbor.'' 
When the house was built on what then was Lot No. 12, an area was flattened towards the rear of the 
hillside lot for its site. As a result there is a short, steep embankment behind the house where earth was 
removed; this soil was likely used to help level the site and fill around the basement. The property is 
devoid of vegetation with the exception of a large deciduous tree just east of the house and various 
omamental shmbs. Because of its elevated situation, the house is prominent in the streetscape. 

(continued) 

Hampshire County Deeds, 115:360 and 130:464. 
Hampshire County Records, Plan book 5, page 10. 
Hampshire County Deeds, 1161:315 and 1558:651. 
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The House Type: Upright-and-Wing 
The Dorsey - Jones House is composed of a 1 '/2-story, front gable main section with a one-story cross-
gable ell in a popular mid-19"^ century plan-form generally known as Upright-and-Wing. (PHOTOS 1 & 
2) These small houses are common throughout the United States in both village and mral contexts, and 
represent a dwelling type usually associated with the laboring class. They were widely promoted through 
builders' pattem books and domestic joumals of the day, and they represent an early example of 
progressive affordable housing."* Upright-and-wing houses can be identified in most industrial villages in 
New England, and they are the precursor of the front-gable cottage that during the late 19'*̂  and early 20"̂  
centuries became a ubiquitous feature of urban landscapes in Massachusetts. 

Stmcture 
The house is constmcted of a transitional wood framing system with a skeletal stmcture of heavy sawn 
timbers using traditional mortise-and-tenon joints with lighter sawn members, including studs, rafters and 
floor joists nailed in between to complete the frame. Horizontal board sheathing is nailed to the wall posts 
and studs and rafters to provide added rigidity. This frame is supported on a brick and stone foundation. 
There is a small basement under the front half of the upright section of the house, the wall of which was 
constmcted with stone with about three feet of brick on top for the portion exposed above ground. This 
brick capping also occurs on the inside (north) wall of the basement, even though it is not visible. The 
internal brick chimney for the house emanates from this interior wall, which may explain the continued use 
of the material in this location. Otherwise, there are crawl spaces under the rear of the upright section and 
the wing. The foundation for the wing is constmcted entirely of stone; there is no brick cap. A stone pad 
exists for a brick stove chimney that stood roughly in the center of the wing. This chimney was dismantled 
in the 1970s. 

Exterior conditions 
The exterior of the frame was sheathed with sawn wood planks, which increased its rigidity, and covered 
with wood clapboards on the walls and wood shingles on the roofs. The frame and exterior materials 
remain intact beneath a layer of aluminum siding added ca. 1960 and asphalt roof shingles of 
approximately the same age. 

The entrance into the upright section occupies the east side of the facade with two windows in balanced 

(continued) 

* Upton, Dell. "Pattem Books and Professionalism: Aspects of the Transformation of Domestic Architecture in America, 1800-
1860." Winterthur Portfolio 19, no. 2/3 (Summer/Autumn 1984), 107-150. 
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placement west of it. (PHOTOS 1 & 2) Two windows are centered in the half-story above. The frames 
and architraves of the windows on this fafade are intact; however, the original wood 6/6 vertical sliding 
sashes were replaced with wood 1/1 sashes of the same dimension. The entrance is intact with its plain 
shouldered architrave with battered sides. It has no transom, and the top panels have been removed from 
the door and glass panes inserted. Historic photographs indicate that a flat hipped-roof porch once 
sheltered the entrance abutting the front wall just above the top rail of the door surround and supported by 
square posts at the outside comers. (FIGS. 1 & 2) A dehcate arcade distinguished the frieze beneath the 
shallow eave. The porch base was a square wood platform two or three wood steps above ground level. 
For unknown reasons, this distinguishing feature was removed in the 1960s and replaced with the present 
concrete deck spanning the front of the building. 

A distinguishing feature that does remain intact and exposed on the fa9ade is the slight wood comice along 
the raking edge of the roof with short retums at the eave line. The metal siding conceals comer pilasters 
beneath these retums. The comice continues on the side walls at the outside edge of a narrow eave above a 
tall fiieze board. (FIG. 1) A plainer, flatter comice with retums details the raking roof edge of the rear 
fa9ade. There are two windows on the west side, each with wood 1/1 sashes, and four windows on the rear 
end, two on the ground floor, although it is claimed that a third one was covered by the metal siding, and 
two in the upper half-story.^ The windows on the lower level contain wood 1/1 sashes, while the closely-
spaced pair above retain their original wood 6/6 sashes. (PHOTO 3) 

The one-story wing section abuts the east wall of the upright section towards the rear so that their north 
walls were nearly in line when first built. The ridge of the wing section's gable roof meets the side wall of 
the upright section just below the eave and comice line. An original window unit with wood 6/6 vertical 
sliding sashes is located in the exposed front section of the east wall where it was placed to illuminate the 
interior of the entrance and passage. (PHOTO 2) The horizontal wall sheathing on the east wall of the 
upright secfion terminates just inside the portion of the wall captured within the roof of the wing leaving an 
the framing exposed. This material-saving technique, now visible because the kitchen ceiling has been 
removed, confirms that the two sections were constmcted in a single campaign. 

The front fa9ade of the wing section was altered with extensions in 1952. (PHOTO 2) It appears that the 
original fapade consisted of a doorway and window on the west side, which remain intact within the added 
enclosure, and a second doorway leading into a wood shed on the east end. An open porch spanned the 

(continued) 

Interview with Havelock J. Purseglove, II I , resident in the house 1942 to 1950, January 13, 2004. 

.^i^^...^.^.. ^ ...... ,...!. 
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entire fa9ade. The eastem third of the porch was enclosed and joined with the interior by the demolition 
of the exterior wall. The porch space survives on the west side of the wing where the doorway and window 
are intact, but the porch was pushed further out and enclosed with metal frame storm windows. The 
entrance into this enlarged porch, which is in line with the original wing door within, is recessed under the 
roof of the addition. A hand-dug well is now concealed under the porch floor.^ Two small, wood sash 
windows were inserted in the reformulated front wall. 

The rear wall of the wing was also pushed out to create more space in the east end and create another 
enclosed porch on the west side. (PHOTO 2 & 3) New, smaller sash windows were added to the east and 
north walls. In the process an original window on the east end was walled over. A window with its 
original 6/6 sash was retained in the rear wall. The intended appearance of these alterations has been 
concealed by the aluminum siding installed in the 1960s. 

Interior features: the floor plan 
The floor plan of the house reflects the repatteming of space in the mid 19"̂  century in response to 
advocates for the improvement of domestic activity and the relaxation of restrictive and inefficient 
traditional functions. (FIG. 3) As more of the middle and laboring classes were able to own and support 
houses of their own, more economical and livable plans developed. The Dorsey - Jones House by no 
means represented a radical rearrangement of space, rather it was designed to provide a diversity of spaces 
within a small, affordable dwelling that were not present in earlier times. The Upright-and Wing plan 
separated the living and kitchen spaces in what was a tradifional mral manner. Likewise, the upright 
section maintained side-passage plan that was a common feature of front-gable Greek Revival houses. The 
scale was greatly reduced, however, and planning was more creative. 

The first floor of the upright section contains rooms positioned in each comer with a central chimney that 
touches upon them all making heating more efficient. The entry is in the southeast comer. It is a narrow 
rectangular space that contains a staircase to the second story. (PHOTO 5) It is illuminated by a window 
in the east wall at the foot of the stairs. (PHOTO 7) A small closet is fitted around the chimney at the 
north end. A large square parlor occupies the southwest comer in the front of the house, and it is 
distinguished by three windows, two with southem exposure on the front wall and one on the west wall. 
(PHOTOS 6 & 7) A room of similar proportions, although smaller is situated in the northeast comer 

(continued) 

" Ibid. 
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behind the stair passage. It contains the only fireplace in the house, and was intended to function as a 
dining room as it connects with the kitchen in the wing. (PHOTO 8 & 9) There are two windows on the 
north wall. The remaining northwest room is a narrow chamber with a single window on the west wall. A 
closet fills the north end of the room. It is relatively new but replaces an enclosure of similar size that 
contained a closet that opened on the chamber and a closet that opened on the dining room. , 

The second story is divided into three bed chambers and a stair passage. The stairs land in a small passage 
that connects to a chamber in the front of the house, two chambers in the rear and a closet beside the stairs. 
(PHOTO 10) The front chamber is skewed to the west side of the house. It contains part of the roof slope 
in the ceiling on that side, and the two windows are not balanced on the south wall. Closets are fit under 
the roof on both sides of the room. (PHOTOS 11 & 12) The kneewall on the west side also encloses the 
closet for the west chamber in the rear of the plan. That chamber is equivalent in dimension to the 
northwest chamber on the ground floor, although it is mostly contained under the roof slope. (PHOTO 14) 
A smaller third bed chamber occupies the northeast comer of the plan at the head of the stairs. Its closet is 
built out into space in the passage. 

The wing contains three rooms. A spacious kitchen occupies about two-thirds of the plan on the west side 
and connects to the upright section via a doorway into the dining room. (PHOTO 15) It has exterior doors 
as well as windows on the front and rear walls. A partition divided the kitchen from a wood shed in the 
front of the wing and a pantry in the rear, each with a doorway to the kitchen. (PHOTO 16) The wood 
shed had an exterior door on the front wall and a window on the east wall. A brick chimney was located 
behind the kitchen partition in the wood shed. These features have been removed. There are crawl spaces 
beneath the floor and above the ceiling. 

Interior conditions 
Like the exterior of the house, the interior floor plan and finishes of the upright section are essentially 
intact, while the wing have experienced alterations. In the upright section, all the interior walls and 
ceilings of the house were plastered over sawn wood lath. The flooring is tongue-and-groove pine boards 
of a uniform, moderate width. In three of the ground-floor rooms new layers of flooring have been 
installed. Window and door openings are framed above the sills by simple board trim on the sides and top, 
with the top board overlapping the sides slightly to form a shoulder. (PHOTO 7) Doors, where they sfill 
exist, have four panels, cast iron butt hinges and cast thumb latches. (PHOTOS 12 & 13) The chimney 
and fireplace remain in place. A hot water heating system with free-standing radiators was installed on the 

(continued) 
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ground floor probably during the 1920s and is still in use (the present fumace is a replacement). The 
existing electrical service appears to date to this period as well, although it has been partially upgraded and 
somewhat expanded. 

In the entry space, the stairs have been altered by the removal of the wood balustrade and the replacement 
of treads and risers on the stairs. (PHOTO 5) This change was made in the 1950s. In the same effort, the 
original entry to the basement stairs beneath the staircase in the passage was closed and a new doorway cut 
in the exterior wall so that basement access was made from the enlarged porch area in front of the wing. 
Narrow-width, tongue-and-groove oak flooring was installed in the passage at this time. The front door 
and the window with its 6/6 sash remain intact; the simple shouldered trim for the openings on the exterior 
and interior walls are intact, although the tops were squared off when sheet paneling was installed over the 
plaster walls in the 1970s. 

Oak flooring was also installed in the parlor, but otherwise the wall and ceiling finishes and woodwork are 
intact. (PHOTOS 6 & 7) The original 6/6 sashes in the three windows have been replaced, and a door that 
connected the parlor with the chamber in the rear has been infilled with a bookcase. Neither of the doors 
remain in the house. If there was a mantelpiece or hearth on the north wall for a stove, they are not evident. 

The dining room was renovated during what appears to have been a substantial effort to improve conditions 
in the house during the 1920s. (Heat and electricity were also installed at this time.) Wood moldings were 
applied to the plaster wall to give the effect of a high paneled wainscot and Douglass fir flooring was laid 
over the original. (PHOTOS 8 & 9) A decorative brick face with pebble-dashed panels and a wood shelf 
was applied to the front of the fireplace; what preceded it was removed from the house. The imprint of a 
patched stove thimble in the wall above the fireplace suggests that a stove or gas heater had supplanted the 
fireplace at some point prior to the 1920s. The narrow headboard on the ceiling seems inconsistent with 
the design of the wainscot and fireplace addifions, and it is supposed to be an original feature to the room. 
There had been a second doorway on the north side of the existing one into the rear chamber, but it was 
removed in the 1970s with new moldings applied to the patch to extend the wainscot. Remaining door and 
window trim are intact; 1/1 sashes were installed during the 1942 renovations. Doors have been removed 
from all three of the openings in this room. 

The surface finishes in the rear chamber on the ground floor were substantially altered in the 1970s. 
Plasfic sheet panels were applied to the plaster walls, and the original doorway into the parlor was covered 
in the process. Existing trim around the west window was replaced or covered with a narrow wood 

(continued) 
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surround; the single-pane sashes installed in 1942 remain in place. (PHOTO 8) Vinyl tile covers the wood 
floor and cellulose acoustic tiles conceal the plaster ceiling. A solid plastered partition that once divided a 
closet area on the north side of the room was demolished, and another closet with sliding track louvered 
doors opening into the chamber was recently constmcted. The original closet connected only to the dining 
room and, according to an informant, contained a window on the north wall, now walled-over.̂  

With the excepfion of window sash replacement on the front, the second-floor spaces are completely intact 
including the intricate plan of rooms and closets, plaster wall and ceiling finishes, pine flooring, door and 
window trim, doors and hardware, and 6/6 sashes in the rear windows. (PHOTOS 10-14) In addition, 
the original tumed newel post at the top of the stairs and the balustrade along the side of the stair hole 
survives on the second floor providing an indication of how the rest of the stair rail would have appeared. 
(PHOTO 10) The brick chimney is exposed in a comer of the stair passage. A small hatch in the second-
floor stair passage provides access to the small attic within the peak area of the roof Rafters are visible, 
and they are square in section and butted and nailed at the ridge. They are the same dimension and nailed 
in the same way as those now visible in the kitchen wing. Holes were cut and metal louvers fitted in the 
gable peaks of the exterior ends to vent this space when the aluminum siding was installed. 

The basement has not been altered and the original sawn heavy framing members and floor joists are 
exposed. These show evidence of having been whitewashed along with the stone and brick exterior walls. 
Framing visible in the crawl space under the rear half of the house also appears intact. The chimney is 
based on the earthen floor of the crawl space and is incorporated in the brick cap wall on the north side of 
the basement. A corbelled projection in the front of this wall, where the present oil-fired fumace is vented 
suggests that some kind of stove or fumace was originally present here. The hearth for the dining room 
fireplace is supported by a platform of heavy timbers integrated into the floor framing, which indicates that 
the fireplace is indeed an original feature. The existing basement stairs date from the alterations made to 
the staircase and basement entry above. There is no exterior exit for the basement. 

In the wing the plaster ceiling has been removed, and interior partitions that once defined the three interior 
spaces have been demolished. (PHOTOS 15 & 16) Flooring also has been removed in the eastem section 
of the room. Exterior walls are intact where they have not been altered by the alterafions described on the 
exterior. The brick chimney that serviced this section has been dismantled. 

(continued) 

' Ibid. 
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Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded on the Dorsey-Jones House property, sites may be 
present. One site is recorded in the general area (within one mile). Environmental characterisfics of the 
property indicate locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that support the presence 
of Native American sites. The house is located on a well-drained terrace within 1,000 feet of the Mill 
River, south of the house. Portions of the property include level to moderately sloping topography; 
however, steeply sloped areas are also present. Given the size of the property (less than one acre), the 
removal of earth from the lot to level the ground surface prior to constmction of the house, and the 
presence of a steep embankment, a low potential exists for the recovery of ancient Native American 
resources on the property. 

A moderate to high potential exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the Dorsey-Jones 
House property. Additional documentary research combined with archaeological survey and testing may 
locate stmctural evidence of stables or sheds located east of the house on 1895 maps of Florence. Stables 
or sheds are not shown on earlier or later maps of the area. Archaeological evidence of occupational 
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may also exist. Careful systematic historic, architectural, and 
archaeological study should be made of the Dorsey-Jones house to identify potential architectural and 
archaeological characteristics unique to dwellings built and resided in by fugitives. Potential 
archaeological resources may exist for this property type that have until now not been identified. 

(end) 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summary 
The Dorsey-Jones House is historically significant as the home of two notable fugitives from 
American slavery, Basil Dorsey and Thomas H. Jones. The escapes of both men are fully 
documented and were well known in their own time, and both participated in events that are 
significant in the history of the Underground Railroad. While in national terms Jones was by far the 
more prominent in abolitionist circles, Dorsey affiliated himself in Florence with the founders of a 
Utopian community that opposed the slave system in word and deed and that both sheltered and 
otherwise assisted fugitives from that system. The Dorsey-Jones House meets National Register 
Criteria A and B at the state level in the significance areas of social history and ethnic heritage for 
its association with African-American history and the Underground Railroad. The property fulfils 
the Registration Requirements defined in the Underground Railroad in Massachusetts Multiple 
Property Submission for Property Type #3, a dwelling in which fugitives lived in Massachusetts. 
The Dorsey-Jones House retains sufficient integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance under the context. Its period of 
significance is from 1849, when Basil Dorsey purchased the property on which he soon built the 
house, to 1859, to when the Jones family sold it. No other Massachusetts property associated with • 
Jones is known to survive. 

Basil Dorsey's Escape from Slavery 
Basil Dorsey (ca. 1810-72) escaped from Maryland to New York with the assistance of Robert 
Purvis, one of the most prominent black abolitionists in the United States. Purvis credited Joshua 
Leavitt, the westem Massachusetts native who edited the abolitionist newspaper The Emancipator, 
with managing Dorsey's move to Massachusetts. It seems highly probable as well that David 
Ruggles, the African American joumaHst and fugitive assistant who lived in Florence by 1842, also 
aided in Dorsey's flight from bondage. 

(continued) 
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Dorsey himself left no direct account of his escape, and those narratives that exist differ in 
important respects. The account of Purvis, involved with Dorsey from the moment his presence in 
Pennsylvania became known, found its way into print at least twice, once in 1883 and again in 
1898. These too differ: the former, recorded in a letter to historian R. C. Smedley, appears to be 
somewhat more reliable. With three of his brothers, Dorsey escaped from the district of Liberty in 
Frederick County, Maryland, on the Pennsylvania border, in the summer of 1836. Accounts of the 
brothers' origins vary, but it appears that once promised and then denied their freedom they chose to 
escape.' At that time, enslaved persons were an increasing minority of the population of Liberty and 
Frederick County at large. As the county and the rest of northem Maryland focused on growing 
wheat and com—which, unlike tobacco cultivation, did not require full-time labor—the population 
of free people of color rose swiftly. Between 1790 and 1850 the number of free blacks in Frederick 
County rose from 213 to 3,760 persons, or 1665%; over that time the number of enslaved persons 
increased from 3,641 to 3,913, or only 7.5%. In Liberty by 1850, only 376, or 34%,, of 1,103 black 
residents remained enslaved.̂  In light of these changing demographic circumstances the Dorseys 
must have regarded the broken promise as especially staggering. 

(continued) 

'"Basil Dorsey," Hampshire Gazette 81, 36, 2 April 1867, stated that Dorsey's grandfather was English and his 
grandmother a black Marylander. The Gazette continued that Dorsey's owner, "Tom Saulers," had agreed to sell him 
his freedom for $350, but that after Dorsey had found someone to be his bondsman Saulers refused to honor the 
agreement. The newspaper set the date of escape at 14 May 1836, a date it might easily have derived from Dorsey 
himself. Purvis, in R. C. Smedley, History of the Underground Railroad in Chester and the Neighboring Counties of 
Pennsylvania (Lancaster, PA: Office of the Joumal, 1883), 356, stated that the Dorsey brothers were all said to have 
been the children of their master, whom he did not name, and "and after his death, finding themselves slaves, when 
they had been promised their freedom, they took 'French leave,'"meaning "unauthorized departure." Swarthmore 
College dean Elizabeth Powell Bond stated that among her papers was the bill of sale (a "printed" copy) for Dorsey, 
which asserted that he was a "mulatto man named Ephraim Costly, otherwise and now called Basil Dorsey, aged about 
forty-three years, a slave for life" and bom a slave of Sabrick Sollers, of Frederick County and owned by him until he 
died, after which he became the property of Thomas Sollers, a son of Sabrick, "and is now a fugitive from service from 
said State of Maryland." Bond cited in Edward H. Magill, "The Underground Railroad," Friends Intelligencer 55 
(1898): 277. 
^Barbara Jeanne Fields, Slavery and Freedom on the Middle Ground: Maryland during the Nineteenth Century (New 
Haven, CT, and London: Yale University Press, 1985), 2-5, 12-13; "Beneath the Undergroimd: The Flight to Freedom 
and Communities in Antebellum Maryland / An Archives of Maryland Electronic Publication http://mdslaverv.net/html. 
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In 1867, safely settled in Florence, Dorsey himself may have told the Northampton (Massachusetts) 
Hampshire Gazette that he traveled at night from Liberty to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, then 
eastward to Harrisburg, and further east to Reading. No evidence has surfaced to date that Dorsey's 
escape from Maryland was assisted, but his route suggests his reliance on places of known 
Underground Railroad activity.^ The Gazette stated, "He found employment in Bristol, Penn." 
Purvis stated that between Reading and Bristol, however, the brothers went to Philadelphia, where 
they added the Christian names Basil, Thomas, Charles, and William to their existing Dorsey 
sumame. Their presence there was brought to his attention. Purvis brought all but Thomas Dorsey 
to his farm at Bristol in Bucks County, found nearby farms on which Charles and William could 
work, and himself employed Basil. Basil's wife Louisa, who was free, arranged with her brother-in-
law to come to Philadelphia in August, and then came on to Bristol. 

Dorsey's situation soon became known in the abolitionist community when Louisa Dorsey's 
brother-in-law betrayed him to his claimant Thomas Saulers (or Sollers) in Maryland, whereupon 
Saulers, several associates, and a local constable seized him while he was plowing in one of 
Purvis's fields and jailed him in Bristol. Purvis followed upon leaming of the seizure, arranged 
counsel both locally and in Philadelphia, helped Charles and William Dorsey escape their pursuers, 
and rallied the local Afiican American community to be present at Basil Dorsey's upcoming trial 
and assist in "liberating him" should the court decide to return him to slavery. Just before the trial, 
when friends offered to purchase his manumission, Dorsey refused; " i f the decision goes against 
me," Purvis quoted him to have said, " I will cut my throat in the Court House, I will not go back to 
slavery." On the grounds that the plaintiffs evidence that slavery was the law of Maryland was not 
an authoritative compilation of state law, Dorsey's counsel won a dismissal of the case, and Purvis 
drove Dorsey to his mother's house in Philadelphia. " I afterwards accompanied him to New York, 
and placed him in the hands of Joshua Leavett, the editor of The Emancipator, who sent him to 
Connecticut to find employment on his father's farm."^ 

(continued) 

^Christopher Densmore, curator, Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore College, e-mail to Steve Strimer, Florence 
(MA) History Project, forwarded to Kathryn Grover, 4 Febraary 2004. 
^Purvis quoted in Smedley, History of the Underground Railroad, 356-61. "Basil Dorsey," Hampshire Gazette, states 
that "gentlemen cormected with the Anti-Slavery Standard sent him [Dorsey] to Northampton," but the National Anti-
Slavery Standard, the newspaper to which the Gazette must refer, did not begin publication tmtil 1840, four years after 
Dorsey's escape. 
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Purvis erred slightly in one particular: Leavitt's father's farm was in Franklin County, 
Massachusetts, in the northwestem uplands of the state. Leavitt (1794-1873) had been bom on his 
grandfather's farm in Heath and graduated from Yale in 1814. Though trained as a lawyer, he 
retumed to Yale to the divinity school, from which he graduated in 1825, and in 1831, the same 
year William Lloyd Garrison founded the Liberator, Leavitt became editor of the Evangelist. An 
early opponent of slavery, he helped form the New York Anti-Slavery Society in 1833. With such 
men as Elizur Wright and the brothers Arthur and Lewis Tappan—bom in nearby Northampton in 
1786 and 1788, respectively—Leavitt was also a leader in the American Anti-Slavery Society, 
founded the same year. . 

The Dorseys and Leavitts in Westem Massachusetts 
Leavitt had experienced antiabolitionist hostility firsthand on two occasions about the same time. In 
July 1834, a New York City mob destroyed black homes and churches and the home of Lewis 
Tappan; it is said that Leavitt's home was threatened as well. In October 1835, Leavitt and his 
brothers Roger Hooker and Hart Leavitt attended a state convention in Utica, New York, sponsored 
by the Utica Anti-Slavery Society, that was similarly marred by antiabolitionist violence. These 
events helped Leavitt convert his father Roger (1771-1840) and mother Chloe Maxwell Leavitt 
completely to abolitionism.^ In 1837 Joshua Leavitt became editor of The Emancipator, an 
abolitionist newspaper based in New York, his brother Roger Hooker Leavitt (1805-85) became 
president of the Franklin County Anti-Slavery Society in 1836 and vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in 1838 and 1839, and his father—who by 1840 had moved 
from Heath just southeast to neighboring Charlemont, where his sons lived—agreed in that year to 
mn for lieutenant govemor of Massachusetts on the ticket of the Liberty party, the new national 
antislavery party that his son Joshua had had a hand in forming.^ 

' Library of Congress, Joshua Leavitt Family Papers, MMC-0893, Library of Congress, and Hugh Davis, Joshua 
Leavitt, Evangelical Abolitionist (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1990), cited in Roger Hooker and 
Keziah Leavitt House Network to Freedom Application (hereafter cited as Leavitt NTF nomination). Thanks to Bambi 
Miller, Tyler Memorial Library, Charlemont, MA, for sharing this application. On the New York City and Utica riots, 
see Leonard L. Richards, "Gentlemen of Property and Standing": Anti-Abolition Mobs in Jacksonian America (London 
and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1970), 85-92, 113-22. 
*Roger Leavitt is shown with eight persons in his household in Heath in the 1830 federal census but in Charlemont in 
the 1840 census, where he is enumerated in his own household just after his son Roger H. In 1840 he is shown as 
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About the same time that Dorsey was sent to Charlemont, other fugitives were assisted to that place. 
Historian and joumalist Sylvester Judd (1789-1860), onefime editor and publisher of the Hampshire 
Gazette, wrote in his notebook, "June 1, 1838. Bought pair of second hand pantaloons—gave $2.25. 
Gave 50 cents to aid in transporting mnaway slaves to Charlemont." James Crafts, bom in Whately 
(north of Northampton on the Connecticut River) in 1817, recalled Charlemont as a stop on at least 
one fugitive's passage north. In 1896 he told Underground Railroad memorialist Wilbur Siebert that 
Osee Monson of his town "was always credited with the honor of being the leader in assisting the 
poor black men to escape" and recalled a specific instance of Monson having "just retumed from a 
trip to Charlemont where he had conveyed a black man who had been at his house." Two persons, 
though both young at the time, attested the Leavitt family's role in fugitive assistance. In 1895, 
Roger Leavitt's granddaughter told Siebert that Leavitt was "a whole souled Abolitionist, & did all 
he could to help the slaves to freedom" though she averred that she could provide no specific details 
of his assistance—not surprising in view of the fact that she was bom about 1833 and her 
grandfather died in 1840. In an undated letter to the Ashfield Historical Society, Caroline Blake, the 
daughter of George Abell of Goshen (diagonally between Northampton at the southeast and 
Charlemont at the northwest), wrote, "The fugitive slaves were cared for in our home and helped on 
their way. I was too young to remember all about what happened but it was always understood that 
a resting place was at Mr. [Hosea] Blake's and Mr. Leavit's. This was carried on with the greatest 
secrecy, because of the personal danger, not only to the slave but also to those who harbored them." 
Caroline Abell Blake was nineteen years old in 1850 and living then in her father's Goshen home.̂  

(continued) 

between sixty and seventy years old, which would tally with the date of birth stated in other sources; the only other 
person in the household is female, aged sixty to seventy, presumably his wife. 

'Entry for 1 June 1838, Sylvester Judd Notebook, Number 1, June 1833-June 1841, page 201, Forbes Library, 
Northampton, MA. Judd was one of the original members of the Old Hampshire Anti-Slavery Society. Thanks to Steve 
Strimer of the Florence History Project for this information and citation. Mrs. Wm. (Mary Leavitt) Hillman, East 
Charlemont, Mass., 30 December 1895, to Wilbur H. Siebert, in The "Underground Railroad" in Massachusetts, vol. 1., 
"Material Collected by Professor Wilbur H. Siebert, Ohio State University, Columbus, n.d. Received by Harvard 
College Library 14 June 1939," Houghton Library, Harvard, unpaginated (hereafter cited as Siebert Notebooks). 
Hillman was the daughter of Hart Leavitt. The 1850 federal census establishes her age. James M. Crafts, Orange, MA, 
24 July 1896, to Siebert, Siebert Notebooks; Caroline P. Blake, Amherst, June 4, no year, to "Mr. Howes," collections 
Ashfield Historical Society; the 1880 census was used to determine her age. Thanks to Steve Strimer for a photocopy of 
the Blake letter. 
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Dorsey's presence in Charlemont is corroborated in other sources. Charlemont records list the birth 
in that town of Charles Robert Dorsey to Basil and Louisa Dorsey on 29 August 1838. They also list 
the names and dates of birth of two of the couple's children bom in Maryland and then living 
there—Eliza, bom 3 November 1834, and John Richard, bom 18 May 1836. If the Hampshire 
Gazette's record of Dorsey's date of escape is correct, Dorsey left Maryland four days before his 
son John was bom. Charlemont vital statistics also record the death of Louisa Dorsey scarcely two 
months after the birth of Charles, on 7 November 1838. Joshua Leavitt may have sent Dorsey to his 
father's Charlemont home, as Purvis recalled, but he probably worked, i f not lived, on Roger Hart 
Leavitt's adjacent farm. About two weeks after Louisa Dorsey died, Joshua Leavitt wrote to his 
brother, " I feel for Mr. Dorsey in his bereavement and trust that you will do all that Christian 
benevolence requires in his care." No record so far known indicates in which home the Dorsey 
family lived in Charlemont, and though they remained in Charlemont until 1844 the 1840 a census 
records no people of color in either the Roger or Roger Hart Leavitt households.̂  That he was in 
Charlemont in 1839 is indicated by the accounts of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, which 
list "B. Dorsey 50c" under contributions from Charlemont that year.̂  

Purvis's accounts do not offer specific details on the Dorsey family's route to Charlemont, but the 
Hampshire Gazette in 1867 stated that he came first to Northampton to the home of Haynes K. 
Starkweather on South Street; it seems probable that Joshua Leavitt had directed him there. Leavitt 
had been admitted to the bar in Northampton and had married a woman from that town; no doubt he 
had numerous connections there, not the least of whom were the Tappans. Starkweather took the 
Dorseys straightaway to the home of Captain Samuel Parsons—"whose heart," the Gazette wrote, 
"always beat in sympathy with the fugitive"—and after a "a day or two" there Parsons took the 
family by wagon from Northampton to the Charlemont home of Roger Hooker Leavitt. The 
newspaper stated that Basil Dorsey lived there with his three children "about five years," his wife 
having died there, and in January 1844 he moved to Florence.'*' 

(continued) 

A inan by the name of Basil Dorsey is not enumerated in Massachusetts in the 1840 federal census. 
'Joshua Leavitt Family Papers, MMC-0893, Library of Congress, cited in Leavitt NTF nomination; Massachusetts Anti-
Slavery Society Papers cited in ibid. 
'̂̂ "B&s\\T>orsty," Hampshire Gazette. , ^ -
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That David Ruggles may have collaborated with Leavitt in Dorsey's escape seems likely. The 
Gazette stated that Dorsey had met Ruggles in New York City, and that Ruggles and Leavitt knew 
each other is clear: Ruggles had been a subscription agent for the Emancipator since 1833 and a 
correspondent since 1834. Dorsey must have come along the Connecticut Valley to Northampton. It 
is also known that Ruggles had used this route to move other fugitives northward at this time. In the 
fall of 1838 James Lindsay Smith of Northumberland County, Virginia, escaped with two fiiends by 
sailboat, then on foot to New Castle, Delaware, and then on to Philadelphia. Assistants there sent 
him "with a letter directed to David Ruggles" of the New York Vigilance Committee, and Ruggles 
in turn sent Smith off with "two letters, one to a Mr. Foster, in Hartford; and the other to Doctor 
Osgood, in Springfield." Smith took a steamboat to Hartford and another to Springfield, where he 
found his way to the home of Samuel Osgood, pastor of Springfield's First Congregational Church. 
By 1842 he moved to Norwich, Connecticut, David Ruggles's native place, where he lived the rest 
of his life. Probably in 1839 or 1840, William Green, a fugitive from Maryland's Eastem Shore, 
was taken aboard a vessel by a willing captain to Philadelphia, sent on to New York where he 
stayed at a boardinghouse until constables came looking for him, and then was somehow helped to 
escape from that place to the home of Ruggles, who sent him on the same route to Osgood's 
Springfield home. When Green pubhshed a narrative of his life in 1853, he was still living in 
Springfield." 

Where the Dorsey family lived in Northampton between 1844 and 1849 is not yet known. That he 
purchased goods from the store of the Northampton Association of Education and Industry (NAEI) 
between 1843 and 1847 is known from its account books,and it is at least possible that he lived 
with one of the NAEI's founders, George W. Benson Jr. Benson was the brother-in-law of William 
Lloyd Garrison and son of one of the founders of the 1789 Providence (Rhode Island) Society for 
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery.̂ ^ In 1841 he had moved to the Lonetown section of 

" James Lindsay Smith, Autobiography of James L. Smith, Including, Also, Reminiscences of Slave Life, Recollections of 
the War, Education of Freedmen, Causes of the Exodus, etc. (Norwich, Conn.: Press of the Bulletin Company, 1881); 
Narrative of Events in the Life of William Green (Formerly a Slave), Written by Himself (Springfield: L. M. Guemsey, 
1853). 
'^NAEI Laborer's Book, 1843-47. The association store accounts begin on page 110 of this volume. Thanks to Steve 
Strimer for this information. 
'̂ The name imder which the society applied for a charter was the "Providence Society for Promoting the Abolition of 
Slavery, for the Relief of Persons unlawfully held in Bondage, and for improving the condition of the Afiican race." 
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Northampton from Brooklyn, Connecticut, and with associates had purchased the assets of the 
Northampton Silk Company, which New York capitalist Samuel Whitmarsh had begun in 
Northampton in 1829; Whitmarsh had moved the company to Broughton's Meadow in outlying 
Lonetown in 1834. A year before Benson's move, abolitionists Lydia Maria Child and her husband 
David had moved to the Broughton's Meadow area so that David could continue to experiment with 
the cultivation of sugar beets, a deliberate attempt to develop an altemative to sugar grown and 
processed by slave labor. By 1852, the Lonetown district was renamed Florence in honor of the 
Italian silk-producing city.''* The NAEI, which Benson and others incorporated in 1841, saw silk in 
the same light, as an altemative to cotton cultivated by the slave-labor system, in which northem 
textile mills were deeply complicit. Radical abolitionists of the day patronized free labor stores, ate 
confections made with "free sugar," and wore linen stockings. 

The Northampton Association and Fugitives in Florence 
Founded about the same time as such other Massachusetts Utopian communities as Hopedale, 
Fmitlands, and Brook Farm, the Northampton Association was dedicated to nonresistance, 
manufacture, nondenominationalism, temperance, education, and equal rights "without distinction 
of sex, color, or condifion, sect or religion."'^ In 1842, the year of its founding, Lydia Maria Child 
left her husband David in Florence to edit the National Anti-Slavery Standard in New York, and 
there she learned of the difficult situation of David Ruggles. Abandoned by several leading black 
abolitionists in New York City after a libel and monetary dispute in 1839, Ruggles was nearly blind 
and physically broken by other ailments. On 15 November 1842 David Lee Child went before the 
NAEI to ask that Ruggles be admitted as a member. The association resolved that Benson should 
invite him "to come amongst us and remain with us" until the members had a chance to come to 
know him "and his circumstances." Ruggles was soon afterward admitted. About 1845, with the 
assistance of Northampton's Payson Wiiliston and his son J. Payson WiUiston, Ruggles purchased 
the "oil-mill house" where David Lee Child had processed sugar beets and converted it to a water 

(continued) 

Folder 1, Series B, Austin Collection of Moses Brown Papers, Archives of New England Yearly Meeting of Society of 
Friends, Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence. 
''*Charles A. Sheffield, The History of Florence, Massachusetts, 1657-1894, Including a Complete Description of the 
Northampton Association of Education and Industry (Florence, MA: n.p., 1895), 14, 23. 
'̂ Christopher Clark, The Communitarian Moment: The Radical Challenge of the Northampton Association (Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, 1995), 15-29. 
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cure, believed to be the first hydropathic hospital in the United States. Florence was equally well i f 
not better known for its water cure, which endured until the late 1860s, long after the NAEI 
dissolved in 1846."̂  

Benson also had a direct connection with once-enslaved New Yorker Sojoumer Tmth (Isabella Van 
Wagenen), a resident of Florence from 1843 through about 1857. In the former year Tmth visited 
the association and, though not impressed at first glance, was persuaded to stay ovemight. She came 
to feel that in the Northampton Association, her amanuensis wrote, "all was characterized by an 
equality of feeling, a liberty of thought and speech, and a largeness of soul, she could not have 
before met with, to the same extent, in any of her wanderings." Tmth worried, as she had 
perennially, about supporting herself, especially now that "labor, exposure and hardship had made 
sad inroads upon her iron constitution, by inducing chronic disease and premature old age." Yet, her 
narrative notes, she was somewhat less anxious in Florence, for she "remained under the shadow of 
one,* who never wearies in doing good, giving to the needy, and supplying the wants of the 
destitute." This "one," the asterisk explains, was George W. Benson. ' She too became an NAEI 
member, and at some point between 1846 and 1850, when she was able to purchase her own home 
in Florence with the assistance of NAEI founder Samuel L. Hill, Tmth lived in Benson's home. 

In early May of the same year that Tmth settled in Florence, the fugitive Stephen C. Rush was 
accepted as a one-week visitor to the association. Five days later he was "unanimously invited to 
consider the Community his home for the present." William Lloyd Garrison, who with his family 
was spending that summer in Florence in a small cottage near the association, identified Rush as a 
fugitive in his Liberator after that year's West Indian Emancipation celebration. "He said that he 
was induced to mn away by hearing of Latimer's case; and that as Massachusetts had given succor 
and protection to George Latimer, he thought he would try his luck in the same maimer," Garrison 
wrote, "He was also induced the more readily to escape, by hearing his master and other 
slaveholders cursing the abolitionists, of whom he formed a high opinion from that circumstance." 
By early November 1843, after undergoing what seems to have been six months of probation, Rush 

(continued) 

'*Hill, "Florence." 
"Sojourner Truth, Narrative of Sojourner Truth (1850; reprint, Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1997), 72-73. 
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was admitted a member of the Northampton Association. Active, with Ruggles, in local antislavery 
meetings in 1844, Rush left the NAEI and Florence in April 1846; nothing more is yet known of 
him.'^ 

The Benson family had been involved in issues of racial equality since the early 1830s. From his 
retirement home in Brooklyn, Cormecticut, Benson's father, though in his early eighties, was 
reelected president of the New England Anti-Slavery Society in 1834. The year before, he had 
played a central role in the defense of Pmdence Crandall in nearby Canterbury when townspeople 
violently attempted to close the school she had opened for young women of color. At that point, the 
Reverend Samuel J. May, also of Brooklyn and well documented for his fugitive assistance in 
Connecticut and upstate New York, began his Underground Railroad work. According to 
Cormecticut Underground Railroad historian Horatio Strother, the Crandall affair also impelled the 
Benson family to begin to raise money to support fugitive escapes.'̂  
By 1845 the silk manufacturing venture was on shaky ground, and, with other investors, Benson 
acquired the factory as well as ninety acres of land and half of the company's debt. He incorporated 
a new venture, Bensonville Manufacturing Company, and with the help of the brothers Samuel and 
J. Payson Wiiliston, the latter a well-known abolitionist and reputed fugitive assistant, converted the 
operation to cotton manufacturing. Benson stayed with the company only until 1848, but it is 
possible that Basil Dorsey worked for Benson by 1845. The Hampshire Gazette stated that after the 
Dorsey family's move to Northampton, Basil Dorsey "worked for Mr. Benson, a brother-in-law of 

(continued) 

'̂ Henry Mayer, All on Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Slavery (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1998), 
322-24; Liberator, 2 August 1843. 
"On May, the Bensons, and fugitives in Brooklyn, see Horatio Strother, The Underground Railroad in Connecticut 
(Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1962), 134: "The Brooklyn agents who raised the funds for this refugee 
included George Benson, a man named Whitcomb, and others. They were working in the tradition established by the 
Reverend Samuel J. May, who as early as 1834 was receiving fugitives at this town and sending them across the state 
line to Uxbridge or Worcester." Strother's reference, somewhat puzzling given the dates in the quote, are "First Annual 
Report of the Board of Managers of the New England Anti-Slavery Society" (Boston, 1833), 13-14; and W. Sherman 
Savage, "The Controversy over the Distribution of Abolition Literature, 1830-1860" (Washington, 1938), 9. Thanks to 
Steve Strimer for this information. 
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William Lloyd Garrison." The newspaper noted that Dorsey worked "as a teamster, first as an 
employee of the cotton-mill company, and latterly as a general jobber. He has always done the 
teaming for the cotton mill."'̂ ° 

In the fall of 1846 Bensonville Manufacturing Company plotted house lots on the hill northeast of 
its factory on the Mill River in Florence, and on 12 November 1849 the company, through Samuel 
Wiiliston, its president, sold Basil Dorsey lot 12 in Bensonville for thirty-five dollars. '̂ The house 
was standing by the time the federal census was taken in August 1850. At that time Dorsey and his 
family—his second wife Cynthia and their three children—shared their household with fifty-year-
old Jacob Benson, his thirty-two-year old wife Eliza—both, like Dorsey, bom in Maryland—and 
their one-year-old daughter, bom in Massachusetts.̂ ^ 

Presumably because the passage of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act had stimulated a rash of captures 
and arrests of known and presumed fugitives, Dorsey's fiiends then raised fimds to purchase his 
freedom. The Hampshire Gazette noted the action was "against the wishes of many of his friends, 
who didn't like to buy with money that freedom which God had endowed all men with; but as he 
sometimes visited Boston, Providence, and other cities, in his teaming business, it was feared he 
might, when away from home be made a subject for the fugitive slave law, and be hurried back to 
slavery. So it was deemed best to pay the price demanded and thus make his freedom secure." The 
Gazette stated that the purchase occurred in 1850 for two hundred dollars, Dorsey himself 
contributing fifty dollars. But Swarthmore College dean Elizabeth Powell Bond, who spoke at 

(continued) 

^"Clark, Communitarian Moment, 159; "Basil Dorsey," Hampshire Gazette. Arthur G. Hill, son of NAEI founder 
Samuel L. Hill, wrote of Dorsey, "He brought the cotton bales from the Northampton railroad station and took thither 
the finished cloth for shipment to the outer world. He had a powerful pair of lungs and on the road from Northampton 
with a load of bales, he would commence yelling at the eastem slope of Nonotuck St. when the people at the mill would 
open doors and prepare to receive his load." A. G. Hill, "Florence the Mecca [sic] Sanctuary of the Colored Race," 
Arthur G. Hill Papers, Forbes Library, Northampton. Hill had crossed out "mecca," evidently feeling "sanctuary" the 
more appropriate descriptor. 
'̂Hampshire County Deeds 115:360 and 130:464-65. 

^^It is tempting to speculate, as Strimer of the Florence History Project suggests, that the Bensons too were fugitives 
assisted by George Benson, and that they adopted his sumame in recognition of that fact. 
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Dorsey's fianeral, stated in the 1890s that she found among her papers "the printed bill of sale" 
between Thomas SoUars and the Philadelphia attomey George Griscom for Dorsey, in the amount 
of 150 dollars, signed on 14 May 1851.̂ ^ Griscom must then have manumitted Dorsey through the 
Maryland courts. 

The family was living in the Bensonville house when, on 1 March 1852, Dorsey sold the land and 
the buildings on it to Selah B. Trask for eight hundred dollars.On the same day he bought from 
Trask other Florence property, on South Street (now Florence Road) between the house David 
Ruggles had lived in until his death in 1849 and the home of Henry Anthony, a man of color who 
had lived in Florence since as early as 1840.̂ ^ Trask himself lived in Dorsey's former Bensonville 
house for scarcely two years before selling it, on 1 April 1854, to Mary Jones, wife of Thomas H. 
Jones. Trask also held a mortgage bond on the property through 1 April 1858.̂ ^ 

The Jones Family in Florence 
A stevedore working in the port of Wilmington, North Carolina, Thomas H. Jones (1806-90) 
arranged for the escape of his free wife and her enslaved children and then his own escape in 1849, 
thirteen years after Basil Dorsey escaped from Maryland. Jones, bom to enslaved parents and raised 
on a plantation near Wilmington, was about nine years old when he was sold to a storekeeper in 

(continued) 

^̂ See Edward H. Magill, "The Underground Railroad," Friends Intelligencer 55 (1898): 181. Bond stated here that she 
"found among her papers the printed report of her discourse on the occasion," meaning Dorsey's fimeral, "and in it I 
found the printed bill of sale." Christoper Densmore, curator of Friends Historical Library at Swarthmore College, did 
not find this report in Bond's papers, though he stated that a more thorough review of the collection may uncover it. See 
Densmore e-mail to Strimer. Thanks to Steve Strimer for a photocopy of the Magill article. 
"̂Hampshire County Deeds 142:488-89. 

^̂ Henry Anthony was a well-known fiddler in Florence. He and his family may have been the "fugitives from injustice" 
living in the "shantee" on the farm Lydia Maria Child's father bought her in June 1840. Child described the 
Thanksgiving fiddle playing of "their colored man" and mentioned his wife and child in a letter to Anna Loring on 20 
December 1840. In the spring of 1841 the Childs moved into this shanty, and Anthony's deed for property adjacent to 
Dorsey's is recorded soon afterward. Hill, "Florence," also mentions Anthony's fiddle playing. The 1850 census lists a 
Maryland birthplace for Anthony. Massachusetts native Hannah Randall, age forty-seven, lived in the Ruggles house, 
which had been moved from its original location. Randall worked at Ruggles's water cure, still in operation. 
^̂ Hampshire County Deeds 154:22-23. 
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Wilmington. He then worked as a clerk and in domestic service. Jones married and had three 
children, but his family was taken from him when his wife's mistress moved to Alabama. Bereft 
and then himself again sold after 1829, Jones took a second wife, Mary R. Moore, who had three 
children of her own. He managed to raise the money to purchase and then free his new wife, but in 
1849 he leamed that plans were afoot to sell the children. Working with a white lawyer, Jones tried 
to push the North Carolina legislature to pass a special act to emancipate them. When his efforts 
failed, in mid- to late June 1849 he somehow arranged for Mary and her children—all but her son 
Edward—to be sent by coastwise vessel to the Brooklyn, New York, home of Robert H. Cousins, an 
African American porter living on Jay Street. Bom in Virginia, Cousins's wife Sarah had been bom 
in North Carolina, and in his home in 1850 was the 74-year-old Elizabeth Jones, also bom in North 
Carolina.̂ ^ 

Then, in August of the same year, Jones paid the steward of the turpentine brig Bell eight dollars to 
stow him away. At sea the brig's captain discovered him, but rough weather prevented retuming 
Jones until the vessel was near New York. When the captain went ashore to arrange Jones's 
rendition and the mate aboard was otherwise occupied, Jones fabricated a mde raft and escaped 
from the Bell. Though the mate set out after him, a friendly vessel rescued Jones and brought him to 
Cousins. "The Sabbath after my arrival in Brooklyn, I preached in the moming in the Bethel: I then 
came on to Hartford," Jones wrote in his narrative, issued in numerous editions under several 
slightly different titles. "A gentleman kindly paid my passage to that place, and sent me an 

(continued) 

'̂Thanks to Jim Driscoll of the Queens (NY) Historical Society for the information that Cousins was black. Driscoll's 
search of the Heames' Brooklyn City Directory for 1853-54 found that Cousins then had a clothing store and barber 
shop at 9 Linden Row and was living at 9 Jay Street, the same address at which he was listed in the 1850-51 city 
directory. Driscoll notes that this section of Brooklyn was an African American neighborhood and the home of the 
Bridge Street African American church, to which Cousins was connected, as well as the Concord Street Baptist Church, 
also African American. The 1850 census shows five others within several households of Cousins with North Carolina 
birthplaces. In a 11 July 1849 letter to his wife reprinted in his several narratives, Thomas H. Jones wrote, "Tell brother 
Robert H. Cousins that he must pray for me; for I long to meet him one time more in this world." Jones had a sister 
named Sarah, but his narratives state that she was the last sibling to be sold away from his family and that he did not 
know where she was. His narratives do not state the name of his mother but imply that she died before he left North 
Carolina. In the record of his third marriage, in 1867 in New Bedford, MA, Jones stated that his parents were Tony and 
Grace Kirkwood, though at the time of his fourth marriage in 1882 he stated his parents names as Henry and Grace with 
no sumame. Thanks to Carl J. Cruz of New Bedford for this marriage data. 
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introduction to a tme-hearted friend. I stayed in Hartford twenty-four hours; but finding I was 
pursued, and being informed that I should be safer in Massachusetts than in Cormecficut, I came on 
to Springfield, and from thence to Boston, where I arrived, penniless and friendless, the 7th of 
October."̂ ^ 

By preaching and receiving contributions at several Boston churches, Jones was able to bring his 
family there, and by 1850 he and his family moved to Salem. He had preached at least once at the 
Free Evangelical Church in Danvers, adjacent to Salem, and the town was home to the family of 
John, Charles Lenox, and Sarah Remond, well-known Afiican American abolitionists. The 1850 
Salem census enumeration shows Thomas Jones, age forty-four, with his wife Mary, seven-year-old 
daughter Mary C, five-year-old son John, and three-year-old son Alexander. The 1851 Salem city 
directory lists the Rev. Thomas Jones at 10 High Street Court—the Afiican American section of 
town popularly known as "Roast Meat Hill." In the census Thomas and Mary Jones claimed 
Massachusetts as the place of birth for the entire family, though they were all bom in North 
Carolina; the subterfuge, certainly not uncommon among documented fugitives, must have 
stemmed from Jones's continued anxiety over the possibility of pursuit.̂ ^ 

The threat Jones perceived remained high and was no doubt elevated after the passage of the 
Fugitive Slave Act in September 1850. In May 1851 he left his family in Salem and escaped to the 
Canadian Maritimes, where he presented a series of antislavery lectures in New Bmnswick and 
Nova Scotia and dmmmed up subscriptions for Garrison's Liberator. "Quite free from terror, I now 
feel that my bones are a property bequeathed to me for my own use," he wrote to his fiiend and 
supporter, the abolitionist Daniel Foster, shortly after his arrival in Canada, "and not for the 
servitude or gratification of the white men, in that gloomy and sultry region, where the hue of the 

(continued) 

'̂Thomas H. Jones,TTze Experience of Thomas H. Jones, Who Was a Slave for Forty-Three Years. Written by a Friend, 
as Given to Him by Brother Jones (Worcester, MA: Henry J. Howland, 1857), 47. 
'̂Jones often gave census enimierators different information about his place of birth. In 1860 he (or his wife) told 

Worcester enumerators he didn't know where he was bom. In 1880, then a widower living in New Bedford, he stated he 
was bom in Virginia. In records of his third and fourth marriages he stated his birthplace as North Carolina. Jones did 
not state a place of birth in any of the three narratives surveyed in this research. Peter Ripley et al., eds., The Black 
Abolitionist Papers, vol. 2, Canada, 1830-1865 (Chapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 1992), 
134 n.4, states that Jones was bom to slave parents outside Wilmington, NC. 
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skin has left my race in thraldom and misery for ages." In 1852 he and his wife leamed that her son 
Edward's freedom could be purchased for 850 dollars, at which point Mary began a fund-raising 
campaign in and around Boston, and Jones tumed the full energy of his lecturing effort to that 
cause. His wife and one of her children joined him in Nova Scotia for a time, but by the time Jones 
retumed to the United States in 1854 Mary Jones had already entered into a contract with Trask for 
the purchase of Basil Dorsey's former property. 

Unlike Basil Dorsey, who was a relatively permanent and long-lived fixture in Florence, Jones's 
presence in Florence as elsewhere to that point was intermittent. "Rev. Thomas H. Jones made this 
his headquarters during the intervals between his preaching and lecturing tours," Arthur G. Hill 
recalled. "He lived on Nonotuck Street, second house from Cross Hill. He had in his lectures, 
handcuffs, yokes, chains, whips and gags as exhibits of the cmelty of the slaveholder." '̂ Like 
Dorsey, Jones shared the Nonotuck Street dwelling with another family, identified in the state 
census as Thomas Washington, an African American farmer bom in Maryland, and Laura 
Washington, bom in Connecticut. Jones and his family left Florence in 1859 and settled in 
Worcester. In 1865 Mary Jones and her sons John and Alexander may have been in Boston's fifth 
ward. But by 1867, Mary evidently having died, Thomas Jones and possibly some of the children 
moved to New Bedford, where directories list him as a lecturer and minister until his death in 
1890.̂ ^ 

"̂C. Peter Ripley et al., eds.. The Black Abolitionist Papers, vol. 2, Canada, 1830-1865 (Chapel Hill and London: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1992), 133-35. Jones's letter to Foster was published in the Liberator, 30 May 
1851.The date of Mary Jones's bond with Trask is 1 November 1853; Hampshire County Deeds 154:22-23. 
^'Hill, "Florence." 

In 1861 Thomas H. Jones is listed in the Worcester directory as living at 13 Austin Street; in 1862 the directory 
showed him at 18 Chandler Street. A block apart, the streets mn parallel to Park Avenue in the city's seventh ward. In 
the 1865 Boston census, a Mary Jones with sons of the correct names and ages is shown mnning a boardinghouse; see 
fifth ward, household 236, family 374, Massachusetts state census. On 7 September 1867, Thomas H. Jones married 
Mrs. Anna Campbell in New Bedford; it is listed as a second marriage for both, though it was technically Jones's third. 
Jones was listed as sixty years old, from North Carolina, and the son of Tony and Grace Kirkwood. Campbell was 
thirty-three, from Virginia, and the daughter of Matton (?) and Nancy; no sumame was shown in the record. George B. 
Richmond of the city's YMCA stated in a letter dated 20 November 1869 that he had known Jones for the "past two 
years"; see Thomas H. Jones, The Experience of Thomas H. Jones, Who Was a Slave for Forty-Three Years. Written by 
a Friend, As Related to Him by Brother Jones (New Bedford: E. Anthony & Sons, 1885). On 20 December 1882 Jones 
married again to Lavina Russell Leslie of Boston, bom in Bridgetown Nova Scotia. It was her second marriage. Jones's 
will names her as his widow and his other heirs as a son William H. Moore of Wilmington, NC, a son Alexander A. 
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Role of Florence in the Underground Railroad 
Northampton, of which Florence is a part, was a demographic anomaly in the general Afiican 
American experience in Massachusetts. In general, people of color, before and after the Civil War, 
gravitated to the commonwealth's largest port cities, not to its inland cities or its smaller towns. In 
1855, 3,768 people of color were hsted as living in Boston and New Bedford combined and made 
up, respectively, 3.7 and 8.1 percent of each city's total population. Thirty-eight percent of the 
state's black population lived in these two cities in 1855. Away from the coast, only 282 people of 
color lived in Lowell and Worcester, whose economies were largely based on manufacturing; 
industrial jobs were virtually unavailable to blacks throughout the 19'*' and well into the 20* 
century. The population of Lowell, with 37,554 people one of the largest cities in the state, was only 
0.2 % black; Worcester, at 22,286, was 0.9 % of color. Nearly 3.0 % (399 persons) of the 1855 
population of Springfield (13,788 in 1855) was black. Northampton at that fime was home to 5,819 
people, of whom 124, or 2.1 %, were people of color.̂ ^ Westfield and Greenfield, towns of roughly 
similar population size in the Cormecticut River Valley, together counted only thirty-six persons of 
color among their residents in 1855. 

Springfield's relative attraction may be explained by its size and corresponding economic 
prominence in the Connecticut River corridor coupled with the existence of a both an active group 
of white fugitive assistants, organized as the Emigrant Aid Society, and the militant United States 
League of Gileadites, which the famed John Brown organized in 1852 among African Americans to 
help fugitives avoid recapture. Northampton, however, was small and not commercially significant 
in relative terms, nor was it formally organized for fugitive assistance. Northampton's A. G. Hill 
believed Florence was a "sanctuary" to people of color because of its liberal sentiments: 

(continued) 

Jones of Dixon, IL, and a daughter Mary Catherine Bond of Newport, RI. There is no mention of John, who may have 
predeceased him, and it may be that William Moore was "Edward," the son whom the Joneses tried to purchase from 
slavery; it is not known whether their efforts succeeded or failed. Jones's will is Probate #6717, Bristol County Register 
of Probate, New Bedford, MA. Lavina Jones died at age 85 at her niece's hosue in Onset, MA, in late August 1924. 
Thanks again to Carl Cmz for the information on Jones's last two wives. 
'̂ Francis DeWitt, comp., Abstract of the Census of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Taken with References to 
Facts Existing on the First Day of June 1855, with Remarks on the Same (Boston: William White, 1857). 
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The North and the South of the United States battled long over the right to hold the 
colored people in slavery. Many people, politicians, statesmen and clergymen alike 
weakly knuckled to the arrogance of the South, while the colored fugitives from 
barbaric treatment found little comfort or safety in Northem towns or cities. . . . When 
the Bensonville associates reached their field of cooperative labors, each of them 
feeling that the brotherhood of man included all of whatever color or shape of head, 
early made it known that here at any rate was a house of refuge for the ill-treated 
wanderer whether from Southem slavery or Northem barbarity. Many residents of 
color therefore soon made this their home and were fraternally greeted and guarded.̂ "̂  

Hill was speaking only of Florence; Northampton itself was not esteemed among abolitionists. 
When Lydia Maria Child moved there in 1838, she called the "state of abolition" in the town 
"lifeless enough." In a letter later the same year to the abolitionist lecturer and fugitive assistant 
Abigail Kelley she wrote, "This town is a great resort for Southemers in the summer season; and 
never in my life have I witnessed so much of the lofty slave-holding spirit." Five years later, in 
1843, the Hampshire Gazette noted that David Ruggles, a "black man," had chaired a Northampton 
antislavery meeting. The Gazette declared it "not in very good taste or, at any rate, was not so 
regarded in this community, and we do not think it good policy to offend the taste of any 
community, in any way, when there is no necessity for it." The newspaper went on to report that "a 
colored man, who has recently escaped from slavery" also addressed the meeting. "Such speeches— 
if speeches they may be called—can do no good. It was mere jargon, uttered in a tone and manner 
that was tmly distressing. Such persons should be taught to confine themselves to the simple tale of 
their history, and not attempt to exhort."^^ 

(continued) 

'"Hill, "Florence." 
''Child, Northampton, to Caroline Weston, 27 July 1838; Child, Northampton, to Abigail Kelley, 1 October 1838, in 
Lydia Maria Child: Selected Letters, 1817-1880, eds. Milton Meltzer and Patricia G. Holland (Amherst: University of 
Massachusetts Press, 1982), 79-80, S9-91; Hampshire Gazette, 8 August 1843. This fugitive may have been Stephen C. 
Rush, who came to Florence that year. 
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Yet in 1843, the same year that the local newspaper looked askance at Afiican American 
participafion in local antislavery meetings, the racial climate in Florence received an opposite 
evaluation from a visiting schoolteacher. Sophia Foord, who came to Florence from Dedham, 
Massachusetts, to teach in the NAEI's Educational Department, wrote in May 1843 to her friend 
Robert Adams, who shortly became a key fugitive assistant in Fall River, "This is becoming, or has 
already become quite a depot for fugitives—one left here on Thursday & another arrived the day 
following who will probably tarry a short time. He is quite intelligent, speaks of having been kindly 
treated by a Mr. Adams of Providence some day last week, who it is presumed is your father.—He 
says the slaves escape so frequently that their masters say the Abolitionists must have a rail road 
under ground; that many more would run away were it not for the belief they are taught to cherish, 
that abolifionists at the North would treat them [rest of sentence missing]."^^ The arrival Foord 
described was probably Stephen C. Rush. Arthur G. Hill, bom in 1841 in an extant Federal-style 
house in Broughton's Meadow, recalled, "A good many passengers stopped 'five minutes for 
refreshments' at my father's, and conductors were often changed here. On a few trips I was either 
conductor or assistant conductor. Quite a number of the through passengers temporarily took up 
their abode in Florence, the balmy anti-slavery climate here proving very attractive to them." Hill 
also recalled that Josiah Henson, who like Harriet Tubman retumed to the South to assist others in 
their escapes from slavery, also stopped at Samuel L. Hill's Florence home.̂ ^ Hill had also helped 
Sojoumer Tmth buy her Florence home and put his son Arthur to the task of copying Tmth's 
narrative of her life, taken down by "a kind lady in another town," and printing it in pamphlet form. 
Hill also remained in the silk business when Benson had tumed to cotton. He developed "machine 
twist," a silk thread smooth and strong enough that home sewing machines could use it successfiiUy, 
and upon its basis the silk industry became Northampton's largest employer through 1874. 

Samuel L. Hill moved to a new home in Florence (extant on 31 Maple Street) probably by late 
1845, and Ausfin and Fidelia Ross bought the Hill property when the Northampton Associafion 

(continued) 

*̂Sophia Foord, Northampton, to Robert Adams, 8 May 1843, private collection. Thanks to Steve Strimer for this 
information and citation. 
" A . G. Hill to Joseph Marsh, 31 January 1893, reproduced in Sheffield, History of Florence, 166. Hill appears not to 
have owned what is now known as the Ross Homestead outright. The Northampton Associated owned title to the 
property when Austin and Fidelia Ross bought it. Steve Strimer, e-mail to author, 4 February 2004. 
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collapsed in 1846. From the same area of northeastem Cormecticut as Hill, Benson, and Ruggles, 
Ross had been dismissed from the Presbyterian church in Chaplin, Connecficut because of the 
strength of his antislavery sentiment, and he had come to Florence in 1845 to farm and to teach in 
the NAEI school. Nineteenth-century local historian Charles Sheffield stated that the fugitive 
"Wilson" lived on the Ross farm for a year and a half This James Wilson worked as a night 
watchman after 1850 at what was then known as the Greenville (formerly Bensonville) 
Manufacturing Company, where Basil Dorsey continued to work as a teamster.̂ ^ A. G. Hill 
remembered him: 

Before the decision of Jusdce Taney and its results, Wilson a fugitive arrived here. He 
decided to remain here, became a laborer, lived on Nonotuck St., got together a little 
money tramped back to Virginia to try to rescue his son from slavery. After a few 
months he appeared with his son. Leaving him he went back to get his daughter. He 
was captured and kept in slavery again for several months. He again escaped and 
arrived here with his daughter when the three started for Canada to happily breathe the 
air of freedom. 

The Wiiliston family were probably not the only ones to hire fugitives in Florence. According to 
Sheffield, apparently based in part on the reminiscence of A. G. Hill, A. P. Critchlow employed 
fugitives in his factory, which produced cases for daguerreotypes. One, whose name was given only 
as "French," worked there until his claimant or an agent named King came to the water cure seeking 
him. Critchlow stayed with French at the factory for a few nights until the pursuant left Florence to 
look for French elsewhere.'*̂  

Hill noted that the 1857 Dred Scott Case - in which U.S. Supreme Court Justice Roger Taney 
declared that African Americans "had no rights which the white man is bound to respect" -

(continued) 

"The Leading Citizens of Hampshire County, Massachusetts," Biographical Review (Boston: Biographical Review 
Publishing Company, 1896), 364. Strimer of the Florence History Project states that Wilson was a member of the NAEI. 
''I 
40 
^'Hill, "Florence." 

Arthur G. Hill, Florence, Mass., 31 January 1893, to Mr. Marsh, Siebert Notebooks; Sheffield, History of Florence, 
167. Sheffield, 220, also stated that Critchlow "connected with the local station of the underground railroad." 
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"fiightened the fugitives who had been drawn here by the anti-slavery sentiment of the palce, so that 
they soon after migrated to Canada in which country the Dred Scott decision had no power. This 
place then became a station on the so-caller under-ground railroad for transporting the fugitives to 
Canada," Hill wrote. There may have been a decline in the overall black population of 
Northampton between 1855 and 1860, but there was a slight increase betweenl855 and 1865, from 
108 to 125 persons. In addition, the proportion claiming to have been bom in a slave state rose as 
well, from 5.6 % of all persons of color in the town to 11.1 %. In tmth, their numbers are small. 
Only seven persons of color stated that they were bom in southem states in 1855—the cook Robert 
Wright from Virginia; the barber George W. Brown, living in the same household; Henry Anthony, 
of Maryland; Basil Dorsey, who lived about a quarter-mile down the road from Anthony; Thomas 
H. and Mary Jones, who lived in Dorsey's former home with their two children, the latter of whom 
did not claim southem birthplaces; and the Maryland-bom farmer Thomas Washington, who lived 
with his wife in Jones's household. Sojoumer Tmth was nearby. The Dorsey - Jones House 
represents what, at least at this stage of Underground Railroad research, an uncommon artifact—a 
dwelling built for one fugitive and occupied by two in a small Massachusetts community dedicated 
to and shaped by a commitment to racial equality and distinguished by its location on a documented 
path of fiigitive movement. ' , * ; « .» 

Moreover, a number of properties associated with Florence's fugitives and Underground Railroad 
activists survive, while others may be extant and are being researched. The home and farm of 
Austin and Fidelia Ross, in which they lived from 1845 into the 1890s and where Samuel L. and 
Arthur G. Hill also lived, is extant at 123 Meadow Street. The house to which the Hill family 
moved in 1845, which A.G. Hill occupied until 1926, survives at 31 Maple Street. The house to 
which Basil Dorsey and his family moved in 1852, and where they remained for the next twenty 
years stands on 4 Florence Road; further, at 47 Florence Road, is the home David Ruggles occupied 
from 1846 to 1849 and where (though the building was moved from its original site) the African 
American water cure employee Hannah Randall and her family lived from 1856 to 1882. The house 
Sojoumer Tmth lived in from 1850 to 1857 is actually enclosed in a two-story home on Park Street; 
its stone foundation, timber frame and floor joists remain in their original locations. Henry 
Anthony, quite possibly one of the "fugitives from injustice" living in the now-destroyed "shantee" 
to which the Childs moved when they first settled in Florence in 1841, Uved in a house that sfill 
stands at 48 Spring Street. 

(continued) 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet DORSEY JONES HOUSE 

Underground Railroad in MA MPS 
Northampton, Hampshire Co., MA 

Section number 8 Page 21 

Research needs to establish whether other properties in Florence have sound associations with the 
Underground Railroad. The home of George W. Hodestia and his wife Laura, at 9 Florence Road, 
for example, is extant; his gravestone states that he was "bom a slave in Maryland," but shether he 
was a fiigitive is not yet known. A dwelling at 615 Riverside Drive may have been where George 
W. Benson lived from 1841 to 1850 and also where Sojoumer Tmth stayed before she bought her 
Florence Home. The homes of abolitionists Seth Hurd, Elisha Hammond (who painted the well-
known portraits of Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison, the former in Florence, in 
1844), and Hall Judd - all of whom have been legendarily connected to the Underground Railroad -
survive, but specific instances of fugitive assistance have so far not been uncovered for these 
individuals. 

Later history of Dorsey-Jones House (1859-present) 
After Thomas H. and Mary Jones had moved to Worcester, they sold the property to Lee Claflin of 
Hopkinton, Middlesex County for 500 dollars in 1859."" Claflin's identity is unknown as well as 
his real estate interests in Florence. Four years later Claflin sold the house and lot to A. Lyman 
Wiiliston for 1100 dollars.̂ ^ Wiiliston was the overseer of the Greenville Manufacturing Company, 
successor to the Benson concem, and he was re-consolidating the old Bensonville subdivision into a 
single large parcel to provide the setting for a new villa he was constmcting on Pine Street at the top 
of the hill. It was his grandfather and father, Payson and J. Payson Wiiliston, respectively, who 
helped David Ruggles purchase the oil mill house for his water cure enterprise in 1845. A map of 
Florence published in 1873 depicts the large Wiiliston house and bam along Pine Street and the 
Dorsey - Jones House on Nonotuck Street amid a row of cottages labeled as owned by the 
Greenville Manufacturing Company."*̂  A lithographic birds-eye view of Florence pubhshed in 1879 
pictures the large Gothic-revival villa and bam along with a dwelling that appears to be the Dorsey 
- Jones House with a small bam of its own.'*'' The depiction also indicates that most of the 
dwellings identified along Nonotuck Street on the 1873 map had been cleared from the scene. 
Although it was evidently protected from this fate, it is apparent from the existing conditions in the 
house that no particular alterations were made to it at this time. 

(continued) 

Hampshire County Deeds, 188:77 (18 August 1859). 
Hampshire County Deeds, 213:189 (1 June 1863). 

*̂  F. W. Beers, Atlas of Hampshire County, Mass. (1873). 
Gait and Hoy, Map of Florence, Mass. (1878). 
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By 1881 Wiiliston had moved to Round Hill, and he sold the property to Mary S. Mann in 1884.'*̂  
She was the daughter of Samuel L. Hill, who with George W. Benson was a founder of the 
Northampton Association of Industry and Education. By the time the next map of Florence was 
published in 1895, Williston's mansion had been damaged by fire and relocated to the north side of 
Pine Street where it was renovated into a new residence and sold. The large bam was demolished. 
The remaining dwellings on Nonotuck Street were not affected. Mary S. Mann died with the larger 
property containing the Dorsey - Jones House still in her possession around 1904. In that year, her 
son Samuel H. Mann conveyed his half interest in the property to his brother Charles A. Mann, who 
in 1919 sold it to the Nonotuck Silk Company, more or less restoring it to the factory.'*^ At some 
point during the next five years, the business was renamed the Corticelli Silk Company. 

Northampton directories indicate that the Dorsey - Jones House (191 Nonotuck Street) was rented 
to a variety of tradesmen and factory workers during this period. No one name remained associated 
with the house for long. There does not appear to be any significant changes made to the house for 
or by these tenants before 1925 when the Corticelli Silk Co. platted a new subdivision of the Mann 
estate."*̂  The old lots laid out for Bensonville in 1846 were voided and new, larger lots created. 
The Dorsey - Jones House was contained in Lot No. 33 of the new plan. The small bam pictured 
on earlier maps had been removed. This lot was sold to John P. Burke, an employee of the Pro-
Phy-Lac-Tic Bmsh Company, and his wife Evelyn Burke in 1925.̂ *̂  It is suspected that hot-water 
heat and electricity was installed in the house, a bathroom created in the pantry in the east end of the 
kitchen wing, and the dining room refurbished either by the Corticelli Silk Co. to improve the house 
for the sale or by the Burkes themselves. In 1930 the Burkes sold the house to Emma M. Cantin."^ 
She was employed as a clerk at the Corticelli Silk Company. According to the city directories for 
the period, Cantin continued to live with her parents (her father was also employed by the company) 
and rented the house to at least three tenants; of longest duration was Francis R. Wilkinson, a 
bmshmaker at Pro-Phy-Lac-Tic. 

(continued) 

Northampton Directory, 1881; Hampshire County Deeds, 387:437 (15 May 1884). 
Hampshire County Deeds, 579:253 (15 February 1904); 752:361 (17 November 1919). 
Hampshire County Plan Book 5, page 10. 
Hampshire County Deeds, 818:35 (18 August 1925); Northampton Directory. 
Hampshire County Deeds, 863:35 (5 May 1930). 
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Havelock J. Purseglove, Jr. and his wife, Arme, bought the property from Cantin in 1942.̂ ° In 1944 
when Purseglove retumed home from the Second World War, they quickly replaced the old six-
over-six vertical sliding sashes of windows in the principal rooms of the house with one-over-one 
sashes. They laid oak flooring in the front parlor and entranceway and removed the old balustrade 
and replaced risers and treads on the stairs. Havelock J. Purseglove, Jr. died unexpectedly from a 
war-related illness shortly after these improvements were completed in 1945. 

A decade later, his widow made substantial changes to the kitchen wing. The kitchen was expanded 
into the old wood shed by enlarging the opening in the interior partition between them and by 
enclosing a portion of the porch, demolishing a portion of the front exterior wall, to create a pantry. 
At the same time the rear wall of the old pantry space behind the wood shed was pushed out to 
enlarge the bathroom that had already been added there. New windows were installed, and porches 
were constmcted in the front and rear of the wing. Then the entire house was sided with wide 
aluminum clapboards to conceal the alterations. This was reputedly the first instance of aluminum 
siding in Florence. The small porch that had sheltered the main entrance of the house since its 
constmction was removed when the siding was installed, and a concrete deck extending across the 
entire width of the upright section was built.^' 

Anna J. Purseglove purchased Lot No. 34 to the east of her property in 1954, and she partitioned it 
and sold the eastem half to her neighbor in 1969.̂ ^ She sold the house and lots to Russell G. 
Andms of Northampton in the same year.̂ ^ Andms was responsible for installing the sheet 
paneling in the entrance passage and the new surfaces on the walls, floor and ceiling of the rear 
chamber on the ground floor. In this latter action, demolished the partition creating the closet on the 
north wall of that room and blocked the doorway from the rear chamber into the parlor, creating a 
bookcase on the parlor side to disguise it. 

The present owner, Richard Costello of Hadley purchased the property from Andms in 2001 .̂ "̂  
(continued) 

°̂ Hampshire County Deeds, 970:7 (24 September 1942). 
" Personal commxmication with Havelock J. Purseglove, III , 13 January 2004. 
" Hampshire County Deeds, 1161:315 (23 February 1954); 1558:651 (29 August 1969) and Plan Book 17, page 64. 
" Hampshire County Deeds, 1558:67 (29 August 1969) 

Hampshire County Deeds, 6325:48 (15 August 2001). 
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He has gutted the kitchen wing in anticipation of renovating the house for tenants. He has leamed 
of the historic significance of the property and is now consulting with preservationists to plan the 
fiirther rehabilitation of the building. 

IntcRritv 
The alterations to the wing section of the house, the removal of the decorative porch over the main 
entrance, and the containment of original wood clapboard siding, comer boards, and friezes under 
aluminum siding have deprived this house of the luster of its original exterior finishes. Yet the 
distinctive form of the Upright-and Wing dwelling type is still clearly discemable, and its image 
outwardly conveys the modest but respectable economic and social status the two fugitives and their 
integration into the community. Restrained Greek Revival-style embellishments are also adequately 
visible to associate this house with the period of significance and the level of workmanship invested 
in affordable houses of the era. 

The interior plan and extant finishes provide distinguishing features that reinforce the associative 
integrity of the house to the notable individuals and the period of significance. The interior plan 
and finishes are sufficiently intact to indicate the living pattems and quality of life chosen by Basil 
Dorsey when he contracted to build the house. The progressive aspects of the plan were intended to 
improve the living conditions of the laboring class evincing the modem dimension of the 
antislavery movement and the outlook of at least one fugitive. The feeling of Dorsey's presence in 
the house is palpable even with the damage done to the kitchen wing. 

Archaeological Signiflcance 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information associated 
with African-American history and the Underground Railroad in Massachusetts. Important 
information may also exist related to the social, cultural, and economic lives of Basil Dorsey and 
Thomas H. Jones, both Fugitive slaves and later occupants of the house. Comparative study of 
architectural features of the house combined with archaeological evidence of constmction features, 

(continued) 
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renovations to the house, and evidence of stables and/or outbuildings may identify spatial and 
stmctural characteristics similar to those in other areas of Massachusetts or the American South. 
The evidence indicated above might be used to characterize fugitive built and occupied dwellings in 
the Massachusetts and possibly northeastem region. The absence of stables and/or outbuildings on 
maps before and after 1895 may result from the lack of these representations on those maps. The 
stables and/or outbuildings illustrated on the 1895 map of Florence may also indicate the stmctures 
are unrelated to fugitive occupancy of the house and period of significance. 

Detailed analysis of the contents of occupational related features may also contribute important 
social, cultural, and economic information related to the Dorsey-Jones occupancy of the house and 
fugitive occupancy of residential buildings in general. Cultural artifacts and macro-fossil evidence 
may exist that indicate associations with West African culture or the American South. In addition 
to material artifacts, evidence of dietary habits and pathologies may also exist. The information 
described above may help identify characteristics of fugitive occupied dwellings independent of 
documentary sources. 

(end) 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The nominated parcel is located in the Florence section of the City of Northampton on the north 
side of Nonotuck Street, three lots east of Maple Street with boundaries as indicated on the 
accompanying tax map. 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated parcel represents the current legal lot containing the historic house that is the subject 
of this nomination. The historic lot containing the house, created in 1846, was reconfigured in 1925 
when new lots were surveyed for the existing subdivision. This lot was enlarged to its present size 
by two actions in 1954 and 1969. See the text of this nomination for more detail. 
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Photographs 

Photographer: Neil Larson, 2004 
Negatives at: Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Iw : Exterior, view from SW 
C Exterior, view from SE 
3, Exterior, view from NE 
4, Exterior, view W towards mill (house on right) 
5, Interior, ground floor, entry and stair passage 
6, Interior, ground floor, parlor view fi-om stair passage 
7, Interior, ground floor, parlor, view towards stair passage 
& Interior, ground floor, dining room, view towards rear chamber, stair passage on left 
9. Interior, ground floor, dining room, view towards kitchen 
10. Interior, second floor, stair passage 
11. Interior, second floor, front bed chamber, view from stair passage 
12. Interior, second floor, front bed chamber, view towards door to stair passage 
13. Interior, second floor, front bed chamber, detail of door latch 
14. Interior, second floor, NW bed chamber, view fi-om closet 
15. Interior, kitchen wing, view towards dining room * 
16. Interior, kitchen wing, view towards east end 

Figures, maps: 

1/ Photograph of house, ca. 1952 
2. Photograph of house, detail, ca. 1952 
3. Florence map, 1860 
4. Florence map, 1873 i A i^ . , ,^ | .»i v.--̂  
5. Bird's eye view of Florence, 1879 
6. Florence map detail, 1895 / '̂  ) ^ 
7. Florence plan of lots, 1925 
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Illustrations 

Map of Florence, 1860 
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DORSEY - JONES HOUSE 
91 Nonotuck Street 

Florence, Hampshire Co., MA 

National Register Nomination Fomi 

BOUNDARY MAP 

City of Northampton Tax Map 
Parcel No. 23A-250 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

Massachusetts Historical Commission / ^"''^C^7r""~-~^ 
July 14, 2005 / y ^ -^-'^^O 

Mr. John Roberts, Acting Chief / / ^0? 
National Register of Historic Places j '^''^5 
Department of the Interior , --^ 
National Park Service ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ - ^ S E R U i 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor ^ ' ^ f / 
Washmgton, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

• Dorsey - Jones House, 191 Nonotuck Street, Northampton [Florence], 
(Hampshire), MA. [Underground Railroad in Massachusetts, 1783-1865 MPS] 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg (J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Richard Costello, owner 
Christopher Kennedy, Northampton Historical Commission 
Mary Clare Higgins, Mayor, City of Northampton 
Wayne Feiden, Planning Director 
Neil Larson, Kathryn Grover, consultants 
Tara Morrison, Paul Weinbaum, NPS 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470-Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 


