tOPi~. B BUILDING

AREA FORM NO,
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION AL 2 1% 69

80 BOYLSTON STREET NATIOIMAL

BOSTON, MA 02116 PI=NATER WALTHAM, MA  MRA

Town  Valtham, MA
Address 411 Main Street
Historic Name Hager-Mead House

Photo (3'x3' or 3'x5', bladc and

white Indicate address of Uss Present Professional
property on back of phaoto.
Staple to left side of form. Original Residential
DESCRIPTION
Date
Source i:)epds
NNyAN rrPm-g-i an

Architect  unknomn
Sketch Map:  Drawv mgp showing property's location

In relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
betwean Inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings  Tiae

inter section(s).
Indicate north

Maor Alterations (with dates)

none
Condition Oood
Moed 1o Dae DNa

Aaege O-"Sfiercel0.765, ft.

Setting in a residential area facir.
a heavily-trafficked major thoroug:

fare
UTM REFERENCE ~g/ZI LLANOI<ILMgoO Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
tfSGS QUADRANGLE L exington Organization Vtliham Historical Canm.
SCALE  1:25.000 Date August 1986

revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl )

The Hager-Mead house i s oneof the very few surviving Georgian houses in the city and i«
also the last remmant of the enbryonic village center that existed at Main Street and
Beaver Brook at the turn of the nineteenth century. |t thus meets criteria Aand Cof the
National Register* andpossesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association.

ARCH TECTURAL. S GNFHCANCE  Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildingswithin the connunity.

Set ona main highway am dst predomnantly twentieth century houses, this handsone
Georgian house i s the only one inthe area and oneof the very few in the city. [Itis
characterized by a five-by-two bay Ceorgian profile, tw ridge chimeys, a nolded cornice
in front, second floor windows set directly under the cornice, cornice-headed wi ndows <m
the first floor, cornerboards, and a pedimented entry with modillions, Doric pilasters,
and a narrow, six-pane transom Wndows contain original 69 double nung sash.

HSTCRCAL SGNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opment of the coinunity.

Tradition has i tthat this house was built in 1795 by Sanuel Hager and sold in 1796
to Stephen Mead, and deed research indicates that this is correct, although the storyis
sonewhat nore conplicated. In the third quarter of the eighteenth century the Iand cm
which this house is |ocated belonged to Uiah Cutting, who had aninn near the present
intersection of Main and Linden streets. In 1777 this parcel, at that time containing, a
barn, was sold to Stephen VWl |l nan, a blacksmth, andsonetine before 1785 hebuilt a
blacksmth shop onthe |and, perhaps because the |ocation near the inn was an advantageous
one for asmth. Wellman sold the property in 1789 and i t then changed hands several
times before being acquired in January 1795 by Samuel Hager, a Watertown farner. We«
Hager sold i tin September of that year, the property was described as containing a house
as well asthe shop, so presumably Hager had built this dwelling. Theproperty was
finally acquired by Stephen Mead, a Charlestown blacksmth, in 1796; according to a later
account there was also a wheelwight's shop onthe property east of the house; it was
operated by a Captain Morse, wholived in Mead s house.

The house remained in the Mad fam |y until the mddle of the nineteenth century. I t
was acquired in 1869 by Janes H Ellison, alarge |and owner and devel oper, who ownedi t

until the turn of the twentieth century. |t wasthen acquired by Frederic |. Robinson, a
real estate agent. Like Ellison, herented out this house soi tis difficult totell who
occupied it. In 1918 i twas owed by Henry C Eaton, anassistant superintendent at the

V@l t ham V&t ch Gonpany, and in 1923 rented to Jerone V. H Downs, an architect.
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1082: 533.
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Directories - 1871, 1886, 1901, 1915 1919, 1923.
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