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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ludjrfgton House was builjp in two sections, the front
part in 1860 and the back in 187 It is a red brick structure
with light-colored stone quoining at all outside corners of
the original 1860 section.

The roofline varies in height from one to_ three stories
with both round and square towers being employed. It is further
compllcated by the seven brick chimneys serving the ten fire-
places in the house.

Two balconies extend from the east facade; these are the
only horizontal projections from the very vertical wall design.
No lines tend to carry the eye around at any given level.

Most openings for windows and doors are rectangular with
stone lintels and sills. The exceptions are the arched window
and door lintels of the square tower and the round windows
in the gable ends of the 1860 section.

To the rear a large rambling wooden porch protects the
first floor and terminates in a porte-cochere.

With its cherry woodwork, gold leaf moldings, embossed
leather wainscoting, and ten fireplaces, it is regarded as the
most splendid of the early houses of Lawrence.

Since the present owners acquired the Ludington House
in 1959, they have restored the house to its nineteenth century
appearance.
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e Ludington House was designed in 1860 by John G.
Haskell, one of Kansas''best ‘known egrly architects. It
was commissioned by Reuben W. Ludington, an important business-
man and civic leader in Lawrence.

Judge Solon O. Thacher, who had been chairman of the 1859
Wyandotte convention which wrote the Kansas constitution, -
acquired ownership in 1869. Following Thacher's appointment
by Pres. Chester A. Arthur in 1872 as "Ambassador to Central
and South America and Mexico," the house was remodeled extensively
and the entire back half with its round tower and porte-
cochere was added.

The Ludington House is an excellent building by one of
the earliest prominent Kansas architects, John G. Haskell.

The hous%/iﬁborporates a variety of influences including
Romanesque arches in the tower, English Manor House chimneys,
and Renaissqgge/window pediments.




Lawrence Journal-World, November 13,

1959.

Nineteenth Century Houses 1n Lawrence, Kansas (Lawrence, University of
Kansas Museum of Art, 1968), pp. 30-33.
"0ld Houses of Lawrence," Topeka Capital-Journal, December 1, 1963.
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Charles Hall, Architectural Consultant
Richard Pankratz, Planner

ORGAN!IZATION DATE
Kansas State Historicadl Society "March 26, 1971
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Topeka Kansas 66612 20

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
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Title _Executive Secretary, Kansas
State Historical Society
Date March 26, 1971
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