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1. Name

historic St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church

and/or common

2. Location

not for publication

city, town vicinity of

state Wisconsin code 55 county Fond du Lac code 39

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district / _ public 
x building(4) A private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object in process

jsf _ bf iha considered

Status
x occupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence

X religious
scientific
transportation
other;

4. Owner of Property
name Congregation of the St.John Ev. Luth, Church -Eev. Charles Reehl,Pastor 

street & number 670 County Trunk Highway S______________________________

city, town New Pane vicinity of state Wisconsin 53040

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fond du Lac County Courthouse

street & number 160 South Macy

city, town state Wisconsin 5^935

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titleVi scons in Inventory of Historic l&sMfefeSbroperty been determined eligible? yes _X no

date federal X state county local

depository for survey records State Historical Society of Wisconsin

city, town Madison state Wisconsin 53706



7. Description

Condition
excellent
good
fair

Check one
deteriorated unaltered
ruins X altered
unexposed

Check one
original site
moved date

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

St. John Lutheran church is a fieldstone building nestled in the south­ 
ern end of the northern unit of the Kettle Moraine State Forest five 
and one half wiles northeast of KewauskuM, Town of Auburn, Fond du Lac 
County, in the unincorporated village of New Fane, It is situated in a 
picturesque valley on a slight rise of ground overlooking the East 
Branch of the Meandering Milwaukee River on the southeast corner of 
the intersection of County Trunk Highways S and Youth Cawp Road,

St, John Lutheran Church is a rural Gothic fieldstone building echoing 
Medieval inspiration, rectangular in plan Measuring 36 feet by 60 feet, 
The stonework is exceptionally well done with boulders selected for 
size and color, laid in graduated two foot courses with decreasing 
stone size as the courses reach the tip of the gable, An unusual 
feature is the dre«»d liwestone and fieldstone angle buttresses at 
the corners,

The exterior walls are in excellent original condition, The gabled roof, 
wood shingles covered with asphalt in 1960, has a decorative buff brick 
cornice of four rows alternating recessed stretchers and extended head­ 
ers; and a seven foot square by ten foot high shingled bell tower at 
the west center front, The fifteen foot, four-sided steeple was struck 
by lightning in the 1920's, A wooden cross replaces a rooster weather- 
vane and a larger single louvred window replaces the double louvers on 
three sides, The bell tower is six feet shorter than the original, 
Intact is the 48 inch copper alloy bell weighing 1200 pounds purchased 
in 1899 froM the Stucksteded CoMpany in St, Louis, Missouri. There is 
a SMall chiMney positioned north of the east gable ridge, Also at the 
east face (rear) of the church is an entrance to the sacristy, a loop­ 
hole or rear vent to assure air MoveMent and to prevent condensation 
and a larger Gothic stained glass altar window, (1) The pointed Gothic 
arched windows arranged syMMetrically, four on each side, are triMMed 
in buff brick with a rowlock arch of headers acting as a dripstone, The 
original glass inserts were plain paned glass, <2> The entrance double 
doors are not original, Above theM inscribed in stained glass is 'Ev, 
Luth, St, Johannes Kirche', Above the Gothic entranceway arch is a 
bulls-eye window circled in brick containing the Lutheran accepted 
syMbol for the all seeing eye of God which is an orb, like an eye, in 
a triangle executed in stained glass, Crowning this is an inscription 
in GerMan and the English equivalent is St, John's Ev, Church of the 
Unaltered Augsberg Confession, the early confessional writings of the 
Lutheran Church in GerMany in Luther's day, which is a basis of the 
church's theological teachings, The walls are two feet thick with four 
foot thick foundation walls built by the congregation during 1943-1944 
excavation for a full baseMent, Architect Ralph Schaeffer designed the 
nine foot square south baseMent entrance replacing 'trap' doors, (3) 
The roof is twelve feet at center and tapers to eight feet,
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The interior of the church has Maintained its structural integrity 
with soMe changes wade during the period 1902 through 1907, The nave 
was divided creating a chancel and altar niche, This division was 
indicated by a plastered arch, change in floor-level and prayer rail, 
The resulting side rooMS becane a sacristy and guild rooM, forMerly 
used to house the Wilcox reed organ in use until 1944, The organ rooM 
is now the guild rooM, The subsequent fresco paintings were done by 
C,A, E<ros, Knueller, The stained glass design for all the side windows 
is identical except for the Medallion centers depicting scripture froM 
the Old TestaMent on the north wall and New TestaMent on the south 
wall, The SMall entrance vestibule contains stairways to the balcony 
choir loft and baseMent on one side and an enclosed windowed rooM on 
the other, The wooden balcony addition is ninteen feet deep spanning 
the width of the church supported by two wooden octagon pillars stand­ 
ing on each side of the center aisle, The balcony floor crosses the 
center of two of the stained glass windows and pews flank a KiMball 
pipe organ in the center, The organ caMe froM Grafton Hall of Fond du 
Lac and was rebuilt by Rev, Arthur Haupt in 1960, During this 1902 
refurbishing period an eliptical staMped Metal ceiling was installed 
over exposed beaMs, new pews, a furnace and 2-1/4 inch wood floorboards 
were laid on a diagonal, Additionally, a ceMetery was laid out on the 
south side of the church, Today, the altar niche is painted light blue 
and the plaster wails of the nave are pale yellow with painted wood 
tri«.

The congregation owns 5,41 acres in total, coMprising the school, 
parsonage and ceMetery which abuts the church on three sides, The 
ceMetery is included in the noMinated property as a contributory 
coMponant to the church setting, The brick school building, constructed 
in 1921, was closed as a regular day school in 1963 and functions 
today for Meetings, classes and social events, At the south edge of 
the property is a frawe parsonage built in 1937 and Metal sided in 
1971, On the opposite side of the highway, across froM the church, 
stood protective wagon barns built to shelter horses during three hour 
services, The sheds were reMoved in 1931 for auto parking,

Arc he ological Po tent i a1

ForMal archeological investigation of the iMMediate area of the church 
has not been Made, and the site is not listed in the files of the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, There have been no reports of 
archeological findings in either excavation for the church foundation 
or later for the baseMent, and also no findings during digging in the 
surrounding ceMetery,
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Footnotes;

<1> Congregation Council Minutes, August 17, 1902: ' ,,altar window 
installed - a gift froM August Heberer and Ph, Schneeberger,'

(2) The oldest newber (age 08) of the congregation, Mr, Peterwann, 
said that the stained glass windows were in place when he started 
Sunday school around 1904.

(3) Conversation with Richard U, E, Perrin, March 15, 1984,



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

X 1800-1899
1900-

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community olannina
archeology-historic

Y agriculture 
architecture
art

commerce
communications

•1 Q

conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

^ n
Specific dates 1870-1871

Period uf Significance;1871-1880 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Builder/Architect Builder: Lamport & Beck

St. John Lutheran Church is one of a reduced nuMber of rural Gothic 
inspired fieldstone churches in Wisconsin, and is especially noteworthy 
as a rare, if not only, example of graduated fieldstone construction 
featuring stepped angle corner buttresses, It is also important for 
its associations with the early Gerwan/PoMeranian settlewent in the 
Town of Auburn in Fond du Lac County,

Architectural;

St, John's church is a siMple German church in the Gothic style relying 
on only a few elewents to suggest the Gothic picturesque style which 
developed in the United States during the nineteenth century, The 
building's rather steeply pitched gabled roof, pointed-arch openings 
for entrances and windows and general enphasis on verticality are all 
Gothic-inspired features, Cowparable fieldstone architecture was not 
found in Fond du Lac County, Fieldstone construction was popular in 
Wisconsin between 1850 and 1880 and Many fieldstone structures were 
built in neighboring Washington County, The reconnaissance survey of 
Fond du Lac county conducted by the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin identified four catholic churches built in the 18SO's and 
1860's, St, Hathias, St, Hubert, St, Peter, and St, Augustine all 
siMilar in size, however lacking the distinguishing angle butresses 
of St. John Lutheran Church,

A cowparison of the larger St, Patrick's Catholic Church in Adell, 
Sheboygan County to St, John Lutheran Church illustrates the early 
Gerwan and Irish Manner or approach in working with fieldstone, since 
Most of northern Europe was also glaciated land, The GerMans of St, 
John's used larger boulders with MiniMUM Mortar and the Irish of St, 
Patrick's chose SMaller stones and heavier applied Mortar, Architectural 
Historian Richard W, E, Perrin, F.A.I,A, notes St, John Church is "not 
quite as colorful and soMewhat understated, but equally interesting as 
an exaMple of outstanding fieldstone architecture',<1) The originalmortar 
on St, Patrick's was pink cast however the wore recent restorative 
work on the Masonry is carried out in gray and tan, No Masonry restora­ 
tion has b*en done nor is needed for St, John Church, The Mortar is 
buff coftpiiVanting the deep green, grey, pink, tan, olive drab, red, 
and black fieldstones.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

1 1 . Form Prepared By
name/title Shirley du Presne MeArthur, Curator /Preservation Consultant

organization North Point Historical Society

street & number Pos t Office Box 557

city or town Milwaukee

date October 10,1985

telephone 414-271-2395

state Wisconsin 53201

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ n&ional __ state X joca|

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by thjBH^Iational Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

keeper of the National Register
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In a personal interview, March 15, 1984, with Mr 
coMMents were Made: 'St, John Lutheran Church is 
Method of construction, One thing you don't see 
angle buttresses at the corners, I haven't seen 
to this forM of construction in Wisconsin, The 
coMMon but the use of the corner buttresses and 
the graduated stone is Most unusual 
1 haven't found theM,'

, Perrin, the following 
a good exaMple of a 
too often are these 
anything coMparable 
fieldstone is rather

the Matter of treating 
There Might be others around, but

Th» three and one half foot flare of the two front corner buttresses 
is a foot wider than the flare of the rear buttresses, They are solid 
throughout of tooled bluish-gray liMestone and randoM fieldstone laid 
at key structural points, The greater weight of these buttresses 
pushes down greatly to withstand lateral forces, The front half of 
the church has a thickened lower section of wall or what appears to 
be a SMall wall running out froM the Main building, This coupled with 
the wide angled buttresses at the front corners gives greater rigidity 
to the whole structure.

The St, John Lutheran Church is a fine exaMple of Gothic-inspired 
church design, Its destinctive filedstone construction represents a 
significant exaMple of a rural building technique popularized by early 
settlers to the region.

HistLor y !

In thtt year 1833, the large PoMMeranian iMMigration to Wisconsin began, 
In the sixties and seventies these nuMbers increased, The Milwaukee 
area newspaper reported! 'Hundreds of ^Migrants are continually arriv­ 
ing here bound for the interior to settle on unoccupied lands, The 
GerMan eMigration to Wisconsin this year will aMount to More than that 
of the last three years coMbined,' <2> The eMigration started because 
Friedrich WilhelM III consolidated Lutheran and ReforM churches in 
GerMany into a state church, Staunch Lutherans refused to unite and 
were often iMprisoned, Thus Many Lutherans left GerMany and sailed 
froM HaMburg in 1839 settling in Buffalo, New York, (3) One group caMe 
to Milwaukee and forMed the Buffalo Synod at 28th Street and Wisconsin, 
SoMe were not artisans and wanted to farM so they left Milwaukee for 
the Most southeasterly township in Fond du Lac County, (4) A Buffalo 
Synod Church was organized as Trinity Lutheran, May 1, 1858, (5) 
approxiMately one 1/4 Mile south of New Fane, it was the oldest in the 
coMMunity but disbanded prior to 1910, (6) There was a falling out 
aMong the MeMbers and soMe of the trustees of Trinity later becaMe 
founding MeMber® of St, John Lutheran Church, Alfred HerMan Seefeldt, 
88 years old, indicated that the MeMbership dispursed, soMe to St, 
John's and others to St, Lucas in KewaskuM, All that reMains of the
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original is the Buffalo Synod CeMetery on Moraine Drive, At one tine 
the Missouri Synod parish of St, John's included Mission congregations 
in Town Forest, Dundee, Wacousta> Five Corners, KewaskuM, and Town 
Scott,

August OpperMann, one of the early settlers of this coMMunity, caMe 
froM the HocheiM Lutheran Parish near Theresa, WI, and conducted 
hoMe reading services for other like winded settlers after their break 
with the near-by Buffalo Synod-Trinity Lutheran Church, In 1859 a 
letter or delegation was sent to Pastor H, Dicke with the plea that 
he preach to the local group, Rev, Dicke was the founder of the Inner 
Mission in the southeastern district Making exploratory trips in an 
effort to find the scattered Lutherans, Missionaries like Dicke, 
followed the settlers and congregations were organized in the 1850's 
for Most denoMinations, (7) Joining in the first service conducted by 
Pastor Dicke on DeceMber 5, 1859 were August OpperMann, Henry Heberer, 
Carl Bleck, August Lubach, Williaw Backhaus, Christian Bilgow, August 
Heise, and Frederick Schultz, On June 24, 1861 a board of trustees for 
the GerMan Lutheran Church naMed St, Johannes was incorporated, Two 
were elected for president; Fred, Schulz and L, Backhaus, Others naMed 
to the board were W, Ebert, August OpperMann, DettMenn, and Bilgow,(8)

Early settlers, Henry and Elizabeth Heberer arrived in Eblesville in 
1855 and built the first general store and later a cheese factory, (9) 
In January 1863, the Heberers sold the congregation 2,025 acres of 
land for $14,00, (10) whereupon a log church north of the present 
fieldstone church was built, No photo exists of this early church, 
however, after the stone church was built the log church becawe the 
school until 1879 when a new log school house was built on the north-­ 
west corner of the congregation land.

The congregation of St, John, at a special Meeting on NoveMber 1, 1870, 
decided to build a stone church based upon a church plan obtained froM 
Dr, H, C, Schwan (11) who later was president of the Missouri Synod 
froM 1875 to 1899, For Many years Dr, Schwan was pastor of Zion Lutheran 
Church in Cleveland, Conversations with Rev, Richard Gahl, Executive 
Director of the Missouri Synod Ohio District and Rev, Juergens, 
District Archivist failed to uncover a siMilarly designed church in 
Ohio, However there is evidence that church plans were lent to outside 
coMMunities, (12) Pastor J, Henry Gienapp, district archivist of 
South Wisconsin District could not recall a church siMilar to St, John 
but noted: 'I don't think there was an accepted Manner or style 
associated with our church building, They More or less went their own 
way but tried to Make it look 'churchy' and iMitated the Gothic style,'
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Certain specifications were outlined in the council Minutes; the 
church fabric was to be fieldstone; 36' wide and 60' long with a 
suitable steeple; and the Members were to donate their labor skills 
and haul the fieldstone to the site or find a substitute, (13) The 
Mason-contractor was Florian Lampert of LaMpert & Beck who settled in 
the 1840's in Washington County near West Bend, (14) (15) St, John's 
Lutheran Church was dedicated Novewber 26, 1871, (16)

Footnotes;

(1) Richard W,E, Perrin, Historic Wisconsin Buildings; A Survey in 
Pioneer Architecture 1835--187Q (Milwaukee: Milwaukee Public MuseuM, 
1981), p,96-97.

(2) The Milwaukee? Sentinel, August 13, 1860,

(3) Otto F, Hattstaedt, History of the Southern Wisconsin District 
of the Jiivanqelical Lutheran Synpd of ffissoyri „ Ohio and Other States 
St. Louis> Missouri translated by the Wisconsin Historical Records 
Survey Division of CowMunity Service, Programs Work Projects 
Administration (Madison, Wisconsin, Sept,,1941) pp,9~23

(4) Rev, J, Henry Gienap, District Archivist of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod of South Wisconsin District, interviews July 24, 
1985, and August 9, 1985

(5) Original document in the possession of Alfred Herman Seefeldt, 
Kewaskum, Wisconsin.

(6) Alfred H, Seefeldt interviews September 12th and 13th, 1985,

(7) Hattstaedt p, 28

(8) Mortgages, Volume 8 p, 205

(9) Ruth Shaw Worthing and Ray Thornton, , <ft Phot oar a p h er / s... H Is t o r y 
of Fond du Lac County City and Township

(10) Register of Deeds, Volume 31 p, 101
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(11) St, John Congregation Council Minutes, NoMeMber 1, 1870

(12) 'A very large early Cleveland Church on West 25th sent their 
plans to another congregation in Michigan, Interview with Rev, 
Richard Gahl, Olwsted Falls, Ohio, September 9, 1985

<13) Council Minutes, Rev, G, F. Schilling, pastor 1870-1888

(14) C'OMMenorative Biographical Record of the Fox River Valley 
Counties of Brown> QutaqaMie and Winnebaqo (Chicago? J, H, Beers 
Co., 1895) p,1210-1211

<15) Council Minutes, December 7, 1871 

<16> Ibid. > October 18,1871
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Biographical Record of the Fox River Valley Counties
Q f Br o wn ...>.. 0 u t a g a M i e an d Win neb a go . Chicago! J, H, Beers £ Co,, 
1895

DAU, W.H.T, Ebenezer . St , Louis ,' Concordia Publishing House, 1922,

Dohwen, Jane M, A History of St. John's Lutheran Church. 125th 
Anniversary Booklet, 1984.

Hattstaedt, Otto F , History of the Southern Wisconsin District
of The Evangel ical Lutheran Synod of hlssoyr i v Qhio and 
Other States . Madison; Works Progress Administration, 1941,

The History of Fond du Lac County*. Wisconsin. Chicago; Western 
Historical Company, 1880.

Ladies Aid of St. John's Ev, Lutheran Church, 85 Years of Devine 
Blessings . Anniversary Booklet, 1945,

The Milwaukee Sentinal. 1858-1863.

Perrin, Richard W.E. Historic Wise qn sin Buildings; A Survey in 
P i oneer Arch i t ec t u r e 1 835- 1 87 0 . Milwaukee: Milwaukee 
Public Museu«, Second Edition , 1981 .

Peterwan, Laurene, S t .John" s Parish Hist o r y . Unpublished translation 
froM the original Gerwan Council Minutes, 1974.

'St, John Lutheran Church Council Minutes', Translation 
coordinator , Jane M. DohMen , 1983-1985 .

Worthing, Ruth Shaw, The History of Fond du Lac County as Told bv its 
Place-NaMes. Oshkosh: Globe Printing Company . 1976.

Gen er a 1 R efer enc es;

Blatch, Mervyn, Parish Churches of England. London; Blandford Press 
Ltd., 1974,

Child, Mark, English Church Architecture A Visual Guide. London; 
B, T. Batsford Ltd., 1981,

De Breffny, Brian and Mott,George, The Churches and Abbeys of 
Iceland... New York; W.W, Norton & Co,,Inc., 1976,
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Nye, ThelMa M, Parish Church Architecture. London: B,T, Batsford 
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Stanton, Phoebe B, The Gothic Revival & American Church
Architecture, An Episode In Taste> 184Q-1856. Baltiwore: 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1968.
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Interviews;

Rev, Richard Gahl>
Executive Director
Missouri Synod Ohio District
6451 Columbia Rd.
01MSted Falls, Ohio
216-235-2297
Rev 
216-

Juergen 
•886-1559

Pastor J, Henry Gienapp 
District Archivist 
Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod of South Wisconsin Dist 
414--475-5307

Rev, Paul Hoenecke 
1420 Parkview Drive 
Kewaskuw, Wisconsin 
414-626-2591

Alpheus Kleinke
138 North Fond du Lac
CaMpbellsport, Wisconsin
414-533-4908

Rev, Robert Lindau, forwer pastor 
St, John Lutheran Church 
414-626-2309

Frank Moertl
N95 W32259 County Line Road
Hartland, Wisconsin

Richard W, E, Perrin, F,A,I,A, 
9825 West Concordia 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
414-873-0534

Alfred HerMan Seefeldt 
9310 County Trunk Highway S 
KewaskuM, Wisconsin 
414-626-2921

Ruth Shaw Worthing 
20 Sunset Circle 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
414-922-4466
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in that part of the
13 North, Range 19 East,
rods west of post
rods thence south twenty

1 p . , Boundary descrlotion and.-j1jyi..s^.,^f4..fi«.i-..'J'.JL.l!U:?i.l

The noMinated property is a rectangle of land
unplatted lands of SE 1/4 of Section £6, Town
described as follows; coMMencing thirty five
between Section 35 and 26 running west twelve
seven rods thence east twelve rods thence north twenty seven rods to
the place of starting containing three hundred twenty eight rods of
land.

11. NOMINATION PREPARED BY (continued) 

Research Assistance by?

Jane M, Dohwen
277S East Moraine Drive
KewaskuM,

October 10,1985
< 414) 626-80 24

Wisconsin 53040


