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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lane University building is a two-story rectangular
structure, 65 feet long by 50 feet wide and a height of 3l Teet.
The facades are evenly proportioned and balanced under a very low
pitched roof, The adlar limestone walls are two feet thick,

It is situated dn the south third of the foundations of
what was to have been the capitol of Kansas, The foundation
ruins measure 150 feet by 80 feet. ‘

The first floor is raised about four feet above ground level.
It consists of four classrooms of equal size separated by a hall-
way rumning the full east-west length and a second hallway from
the south front door intersecting with,the first,

The basement is arranged simil o the first floor, '

The second floor is an open room with no partitions or colums,
When used by the university, most of the second floor was a chapel.

All windows and doors have arches; the second floor windows
especially have a slitlike asppearance. Except for the deteriora-
tion, the exterior of the building has changed little from its
original appearance,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - /"F‘ :3‘\
Lane Univergity was founded by the United BretMiﬂ

Church in 1865 They offered to name the school for the donor
making the largest contribution, He turned out to be Sen, James
H. Lane, who pledged 1,000 but committed suicide before fulfilling
his pledge.

The Kansas legislature in 1861 had authorized the donation to
the Kansas College Association of 13 acres of ground in Lecompton

containing the ruins and foundations of what the Proslavery forces
had intendsd to be the capitol of Kansas. This capitol had been
started in 1855 with a Congressional appropriation of $50,000.
When that had been expended, only the basement and most of the
first story wells had been completed. It was estimated that
$500,000 would be required to finish the structure, but Congress
never appropriated another cent for its construction., Used
briefly as a fortification, it was allowed to deteriorate,

The university held classes in an old hotel until its
buildi the capitol foundations was completed and dedicated
in 1882Vafter a year and a half of eonstruction. Lane University
was troubled throughout most of its existence by a lack of students
snd finencisl support. Compounding that problem were its poor
1ocation ‘and Lecompton's declining population, Enrollment in its
early years averaged LO-70 studenmts, with only 20 graduates prior
to 1862, In 1902 Lane University was merged with Campbell Uni-
versity at Holton, “and all movable property at Lane was_carried
to Holton, Later the school moved to Kansas City, Kansas, and
after that to Lincoln, Nebraska. '

‘ ‘The building was used briefly as an elementary school and
in 1903 became the community's high school. Replaced in 1927,
it has seen occasional usage as a storage building., Plans to
restore the building have been advanced periodically by various
organizations but so far without visible results,

As a historical sidelight, the parents of Dwight D. Eisen-
hower met as students at Lane University and were married at
Lecompton,

Lane University is an example of the concern demonstrated
early in the state's history to provide for the education of
Kansas youth, Its significance is heightened by its location
on the ruins of what the Proslavery element intended to be the
capitol of Kansas,
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