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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church stands on the west 31de of North
_~Third Street in downtown Richmond. It is a large Victorian Gothic bulldlng
‘with two-story towers flanking a central gable. CorL T

As originally built arouand 1857, thé‘building was entered at ground-floor
level through a central door under a tall lancet. window. When the exterior
was remodeled in 1875, the entrance was placed at sanctuary (£irst-floor)
level by closing up the lower portion of the lancet window, cutting two
new doorways into the facade, and building steps up to the new entrances
with a porch roof OVer the landlng. ' -

When these changes were made, a pressed-brick facade and much new detailing
was added. The present gable cornice of the church consists of a guilloche
band over stylized machicolations. The gable is crowned by an elaborate
finial. 1Its truncated lancet window has quatrefoils in its geometric
tracery which is separated from the diamond panes of colored glass in the
lower portion by a wooden spandrel Wlth square recessed panels.

The towers have articulated cormer piers, a dentil cornice, and low pedi-~.
mented cross gables. Two tiers of lancet windows pierce the open sides of
each tower. These feature quatrefoils and diamond panes of colored glass
similar to those in the gable window, but the wooden spandrel of the lower
window in each pair has lancet-shaped, rather than square, recessed panels.

The church's sanctwuary was also redecorated in 1873. It is a very plain
room whose pringipal embellisiment is the full-height, two-centered arch
which frames the organ pipes at the ‘alter end.
arch are each decorated with a bass, and the pipes are lit from behind by
"a triangular window in the gable end wall. . C o

‘A gallery extends. around three sides of the room, its balustrade consisting
of an arcade of diminutive lancet arches similar to that of the alter rail.
Recessed panels face the lower portion of the gallery which is supported on
Doric columns. A pressed-metal ceiling; a pair of quatrefoil windows  -- -
flanking the altar area, &nd symmetrically molded door trim with bull's-eye
blocks tomplete the decoration-of the room-whic¢h-also xetains. its nine~
_teenth~century slip pews. - C - c e

-~~Most of the rest of the bulldlng, con51st1nv of numerous small szrvice room
Tha only early ~ 77

and a fellowship hall below the sanctuary, has ‘been altered.
ornament in these rooms is the symmetrically molded door trim.
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STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bethel African Methodist EplScopal Church was built around 1857 to
house one of the first congregations in Virginia to join the African
Methodist Episcopal denomination. It was in this simple ante-bellum
Gothic building that the Virginia Conference of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church was organized in 1867, a move that symbolized the ascen-
dancy of Southern Negroes immediately after the War Between the States.

The African Methodist Episcopal denomination originated in Philadelphia
in 1784, when Richard Allen, a-black Methodist, became dissatisfied with
the church and left to form his own. In 1816 he organized the first
conference of A.M.E. churches, again at Philadelphia.

Black Methodists in the South could not as easily forsake the supervision
of the white Methodist church. However, there were all-black congrega-
tions under white control within the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,

and the Bethel group was one., :It was gathered in the old Trinity Methodist
Church in Richhond and met there until the present Third Street bUlelng
was erected for the congregation and 1ts whlte pastor.

In 1863, the black Methodists of St. John's Chapel in Norfolk broke away
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and affiliated themselves with

the Baltimore Conference of the A,M.E. Church.
Norfolk church,
cn May 10, 1867,
Washlnuton'Wayman was set up.

‘The dencminatior. and the.congregation prospered,

At the urging of the

a conference was convened at the Bethel Church in Richmond | .
and there the Virglnla Conference under BlShOp Alexander

»

cand _in 1875_ the exterior .

- of. the present church was remodeled with a stairway built to the new .
entrance at the sanctuary level and the pressed-brick facade added,d
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Additional Documentation
Property Name: Third Street Bethel A.M.E. Church (Additional Documentation)

Multiple Name:

State & County: VIRGINIA, Richmond

Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
6/28/2019 7/19/2019 8/5/2019 8/12/2019 8/9/2019

Reference number: AD75002117

Nominator:

Reason For Review:

X__ Accept Return Reject 8/7/2019  Date

Abstract/Summary This AD adds Ethnic History and Religion to the areas of significance, in particular the role

Comments: the church played in local African American life, including associations with the Civil Rights
movement, and for its role as mother church for the AME in the area. There is a boundary
increase that accommodates a large, non-historic addition (boundaries cannot be drawn
through buildings).

Recommendation/ Accept additional documentation

Criteria
Reviewer Jim Gabbert Discipline  Historian
Telephone (202)354-2275 Date

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.

Additional information is in the boundary increase: reference number: 100004265



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources

Matt Strickler 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 Julie V. Langan
Secretary of Natural Resources Director

Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax; (804) 367-2391
June 26, 2019 www.dhr.virginia.gov

Joy Beasley

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service, National Register Program
1849 C St., NW (Mail Stop 7228)

Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Third Street Bethel AME Chutch 2019 Update and Boundary Inctease, City of
Richmond, Vitginia

Dear Ms. Beasley:

The enclosed disk contains the true and cotrect copy of the nomination for the Third Street
Bethel AME Church 2019 Update and Boundary Increase to the National Register of
Historic Places. Submitted for your review, the nomination has been considered, and approved,

by the State Review Board and the Virginia SHPO has recommended it for listing.

Preparation of this updated documentation is submitted as part of the African American Civil
Rights grant project that this property received. The boundary has been changed to include an
addition that postdates the property’s NRHP listing in 1975.

This propetty has 1 owner and the Department of Historic Resources received no letters of
objection concerning the nomination. Any letters of comment or objection have been copied at
the end of the nomination material, along with any FPO notification letters.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. My direct phone line is
804-482-6439,

Sincerely,

e Sl

(YR /

Lena Sweeten McDonald
National/State Register Historian

Enclosures
Western Region Office Northern Region Office Eastern Region Office
962 Kime Lane 5357 Main Street 2801 Kensington Avenue
Salem, VA 24153 PO Box 519 Richmond, VA 23221
Tel: (5403 387-5443 Stephens City, VA 22655 Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (540) 387-5446 Tel: (540) 868-7029 Fax: {(804) 367-2391

Fax: (540) 868-7033





