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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built by a Trinidad business man in 1882, the Bloom
House has been described as "rich, rococo Victorian.” The
exterior, of brick and native stone, reflects a French
influence, especially in the metal-clad Mansard roof. A
porch or veranda of wood surrounds the house on three sides.

There are 15 rooms in the three story structure, not
counting those in the basement. The Interior has been
refurnished with period pieces of the 1880's. The walls
have been recovered with the elaborately designed paper of
the day. 1In many places, wood trim is of walnut.

In the backyard is a recreated Victorian rose garden
utilizing many authentic species that were grown before the
turn of the century. The garden alone has been recognized
by leading magazines as outstanding.

Today the property is a regional museum of the State
Historical Society of Colorado. It is opened to the public
seasonally, free of charge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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Trinidad, colorado, was the headquarters for some
of the West's largest cattle companies. One of these,
the|Bloom Land and Cattle Company was owned by Frank G.
Bloom, a pioneer merchant, banker and cattleman.i Trinidad
also overlooks the Santa Fe Trail as it winds through
the mountains to Taos and Santa Fe. As a Trail stop-over
and a business center, Trinidad became prosperous. This
prosperity was reflected generally in its architecture
and wealth, and, specifically, in the Frank G. Bloom
House, now a state regional museum.

Its ornate style of architecture, combining Victorian,
French and even rococo elements, is an example of the
period's taste for eclectic, exotic decor. It stands
as a symbol of "Elegant Eighties" of Colorado.




The Colorado Magazine by the State Historical Society

vol. 38, pp. 105-07, 1961

"Bloom House and Baca House" - pamphlet by State Historical
Society of Colorado, 1968
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Colorado
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTy
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Las _Animas
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
702.05 s008 ;’_/zé

(Number all entries) 0{ % mI/

The only surveys known are those done by regional
curators, etc., and the property designations given
in deeds and title abstracts.

This information is filed with the State Museum of
the State Historical Society of Colorado.
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