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When the original Slope County courthouse was listed in 1985, it was noted that the exterior changes 

had compromised its integrity. Since that time, the siding has been replaced with a larger lap siding and 

it now has a bright red metal roof. The main entry doors have been removed and framed down for a 

single six-panel steel door and the steps have been replaced with a concrete slab. Additionally, the last 

full size window was framed in to hold a smaller window and it appears several windows have been 

replaced. Conversations with the current Secretary of the Prairie Senior Citizens Center revealed the 

interior has been completely remodeled except for one small area. Due to the very low level of physical 

integrity, the building no longer exhibits the characteristics needed to be listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title: Lorna Meidinger, Architectural Historian 
organization: State Historical Society of North Dakota 
street & number: 612 E Boulevard Avenue 
city or town: Bismarck state: ND zip code: 58505 
e-mail: lbmeidinger@nd.gov telephone:701-328-2089 
date: December 17, 2014 

Photo Log 
Slope County Courthouse ( original) 
Amidon, Slope County, ND 
Lorna Meidinger 
August 24, 2014 

View from the southwest 

Photo 1 of 3 

View from the southeast 

Photo 2 of 3 

View from the east-southeast 

Photo 3 of 3 
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LOCATION: Second Street, bounded west by Court and east by West Streets, Amidon, North 
Dakota 38, Slope County 087. 
OWNER: Prairie Senior Citizens, Inc., Amidon, North Dakota 
ACREAGE: Less than one acre. 
VBD: West 70 1 of lots 7- 9, Block 6, Original Townsite of Amidon. 
UTM: Zone 13, Easting= 628805, Northing= 5148710; Amidon, N. Oak. Quad. 

DESCRIPTION: The original Slope County courthouse is a diminutive wood frame building 
situated on a block across the street from the current courthouse. It has lap siding 
and cornerboards, and is surmounted by a gable roof. The entry to the building is 
sheltered by a gabled vestibule with a projecting gabled tower with the sign "Prairie 
Senior Citizen 1s Center." The rear has a shed-rooferl 22 1 x 18 1 addition. The central 
window on the buildings west side has been filled in. The other windows have been 
replaced, but remain in their original positions. 

The building was moved to the site about 1915 to serve as the initial courthouse after 
county organization the year before. Photographic evidence from 1918 show the rear 
addition, but with an inconsistent siding appearance and a different roof treatment. 
Commissioners probably had the addition built to relieve spacial strain, as the 
original portion of the building is but a single room. Contact with local residents 
and documentary research could not confirm when the towered vestibule was added. The 
front addition is a result of the multiple uses to which the building was put after it 
ceased its role as a courthouse. 

SIGNIFICANCE: Date: 1915 Architect/Builder: Unknown 

The longevity of the original Slope County courthouse is impressive, but exterior 
changes may have compromised its architectural integrity. It is being nominated for 
its historical associations. The building is an architectural anomaly; no other extant 
structures have been identified which were temporary courthouses. Such buildings were 
generally occupied for only a few years because of their flimsy construction. Counties 
could ill afford to abandon a sound building because of the expense associated with a 
newer one. Thus, other facilities which were used as temporary courthouses have long 
since disappeared as a result of decay. 

The original Slope County courthouse, however, has survive<l by continuing to serve a 
wide range of civic needs. Before being employed as a courthouse it was used as a 
community church. After its term as a courthouse it served as a school . Subsequent to 
that it fell into denominational hands and opend doors as a Presbyterian Church. After 
that it was converted back to its school role, only to be returned to religious use as 
the Amidon Church of Christ . Around 1979 it became the center for area senior citizens 
and remains so through the present. The entry tower is rerni ni scent of those used by 
schools and churches alike for their bells. Although the building served county 
government only a short time it still maintains a local notoriety as being the original 
courthouse: its integrity of association is firmly in place. The building has 
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excellent integrity of setting, locational, and workmanship, and a marginal integrity 
of materials and design. Because it fits within the theme of county government and 
represents a rare instance of a historically common resource (the temporary courthouse) 
it was judged to be appropriate for inclusion in this nomination. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

"Addition Being Built on Our Court House," Slope County News, February 4, 1915, p. 1. 

11 Amidon 14ins County Seat Contest from Sister City of Marmarth, 11 Slope County News, 
March 29, 1917, p. 1. 

Anderson, J. Allen 
"Presbyterian Mission Work Centering in Wishek and Amidon, N.D. 11 Fall 1916-Summer 
1918, photograph collection. 

"Building Boom Now on at Ambitious Amidon," August 12, 1915, p. 1. 

"Building Court House Now at Amidon," Slope County News, July 22, 1915, p. 1. 

"Contracts Let for Court House and Bridge," Slope County News, July 8, 1918, p. 1. 

"Court House is Badly Needed," Slope County News, July 15, 1915, p. 1. 

11 Dyvbik Gets Contract for Court House," Slope County News, ,July 26, 1917, p. 1. 

"Injunction Filed Against Court House and Bridge," Slope County News, August 5, 
1915, p. 1. 

Interviews with Robert Strommen, Slope County Auditor, June 10 and July 1, 1985. 

Interview with Stella Homelvig, June 22, 1985 

Interview with Leo Holzemer, July 1, 1985. 

Pearson, Dorothy and Junette Henke, ed's. 
Slope Saga, (Bowman: Bowman County Pioneer, 1976). 

"Slope County's New Court House," Mineral Springs Farmer's Press, January 4, 
1918, p. 1. 

"Slope's New Court House Ready," Slope County News, October 18, 1917, p. 1. 

"Straight Talk for County Seat at Amidon," Slope County News, December 3, 1914, p. 1. 

"To Build Court House and Several Bridges," Slope County News, May 27, 1915, p. 1. 
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"Town Site Company Donates Site for Court House," Slope County News, February 11, 
1915, p. 1. 

"Vote for Amidon for County Seat," Slope County News, November 26, 1916, p. 1. 





Original Slope County Court House 
Amidon, ND 

Photo credit: L. Martin Perry 
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Location of negative: State Historical Society of North Dakota 
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property. 
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NAME: Original Slope County Courthouse
LOCATION: Second Street, bounded west by Court and east by West Streets, Amidon, North 
Dakota 38, Slope County 087.
OWNER: Prairie Senior Citizens, Inc., Amidon, North Dakota 
ACREAGE: Less than one acre.
VBD: West 70' of lots 7-9, Block 6, Original Townsite of Amidon.
UTM: Zone 13, Easting = 628805, Northing = 5148710; Amidon, N. Dak. Quad.
DESCRIPTION: The original Slope County courthouse is a diminutive wood frame building
situated on a block across the street from the current courthouse. It has lap siding 
and cornerboards, and is surmounted by a gable roof. The entry to the building is 
sheltered by a gabled vestibule with a projecting gabled tower with the sign "Prairie 
Senior Citizen's Center." The rear has a shed-roofed 22'x 18' addition. The central 
window on the buildings west side has been filled in. The other windows have been 
replaced, but remain in their original positions.
The building was moved to the site about 1915 to serve as the initial courthouse after 
county organization the year before. Photographic evidence from 1918 show the rear 
addition, but with an inconsistent siding appearance and a different roof treatment. 
Commissioners probably had the addition built to relieve special strain, as the 
original portion of the building is but a single room. Contact with local residents 
and documentary research could not confirm when the towered vestibule was added. The 
front addition is a result of the multiple uses to which the building was put after it 
ceased its role as a courthouse.
SIGNIFICANCE: Date: 1915 Architect/Builder: Unknown
The longevity of the original Slope County courthouse is impressive, but exterior 
changes may have compromised its architectural integrity. It is being nominated for 
its historical associations. The building is an architectural anomoly; no other extant 
structures have been identified which were temporary courthouses. Such buildings were 
generally occupied for only a few years because of their flimsy construction. Counties 
could ill afford to abandon a sound building because of the expense associated with a 
newer one. Thus, other facilities which were used as temporary courthouses have long 
since disappeared as a result of decay.
The original Slope County courthouse, however, has survived by continuing to serve a 
wide range of civic needs. Before being employed as a courthouse it was used as a 
community church. After its term as a courthouse it served as a school. Subsequent to 
that it fell into denominational hands and opend doors as a Presbyterian Church. After 
that it was converted back to its school role, only to be returned to religious use as 
the Amidon Church of Christ. Around 1979 it became the center for area senior citizens 
and remains so through the present. The entry tower is reminiscent of those used by 
schools and churches alike for their bells. Although the building served county 
government only a short time it still maintains a local notoriety as being the original 
courthouse: its integrity of association is firmly in place. The building has
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LOCATION: Second Street, bounded west by Court and east by West Streets, Amidon, North 
Dakota 38, Slope Cou~ty 087. 
OWNER: Prairie Senior Citizens, Inc., Amidon, North Dakota 
ACREAGE: Less than one acre. 
VBD: West 70' of lots 7-9, Block 6, Original Townsite of Amidon. 
UTM: Zone 13, Easting= 628805, Northing= 5148710; Amidon, N. Oak. Quad. 

DESCRIPTION: The original Slope County courthouse is a diminutive wood frame building 
situated on a block across the street from the current courthouse. It has lap siding 
and cornerboards, and is surmounted by a gable roof. The entry to the building is 
sheltered by a gabled vestibule with a projecting gabled tower with the sign "Prairie 
Senior Citizen's Center." The rear has a shed-roofed 22'x 18' addition. The central 
window on the buildings west side has been filled in. The other windows have been 
replaced, but remain in their original positions. 

The building was moved to the site about 1915 to serve as the initial courthouse after 
county organization the year before. Photographic evidence from 1918 show the rear 
addition, but with an inconsistent siding appearance and a different roof treatment. 
Commissioners probably had the addition built to relieve spacial strain, as the 
original portion of the building is but a single room. Contact with local residents 
and documentary research could not confirm when the towered vestibule was added. The 
front addition is a result of the multiple uses to which the building was put after it 
ceased its role as a courthouse. 

SIGNIFICANCE: Date: 1915 Architect/Builder: Unknown 

The longevity of the original Slope County courthouse is impressive, but exterior 
changes may have compromised its architectural integrity. It is being nominated for 
its historical associations. The building is an architectural anomaly; no other extant 
structures have been i dent ifi ed which were temporary courthouses. Such buildings were 
generally occupied for only a few years because of their flimsy construction. Counties 
could ill afford to abandon a sound building because of the expense associated with a 
newer one. Thus, other facilities which were used as temporary courthouses have long 
since disappeared as a result of decay. 

The original Slope County courthouse, however, has survived by continuing to serve a 
wide range of civic needs. Before being employed as a courthouse it was used as a 
community church. After its term as a courthouse it served as a school. Subsequent to 
that it fell into denominational hands and opend doors as a Presbyterian Church. After 
that it was converted back to its school role, only to be returned to religious use as 
the Amidon Church of Christ. Around 1979 it became the center for area senior citizens 
and remains so through the present. The entry tower is reminiscent of those used by 
schools and churches alike for their bells. Although the building served county 
government on!y a short time it still maintains a local notoriety as being the original 
courthouse: 1ts integrity of association is firmly in place. The building has 
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excellent integrity of setting, locational, and workmanship, and a marginal integrity 
of materials and design. Because it fits within the theme of county government and 
represents a rare instance of a historically common resource (the temporary courthouse) 
it was judged to be appropriate for inclusion in this nomination.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

"Addition Being Built on Our Court House," Slope County News, February 4, 1915, p. 1.

"Amidon Wins County Seat Contest from Sister City of Marmarth," Slope County News,
March 29, 1917, p. 1.

Anderson, J. Allen
"Presbyterian Mission Work Centering in Wishek and Amidon, N.D." Fall 1916-Summer 
1918, photograph collection.

"Building Boom Now on at Ambitious Amidon," August 12, 1915, p. 1.

"Building Court House Now at Amidon," Slope County News, July 22, 1915, p. 1.

"Contracts Let for Court House and Bridge," Slope County News, July 8, 1918, p. 1.

"Court House is Badly Needed," Slope County News, July 15, 1915, p. 1.

"Dyvbik Gets Contract for Court House," Slope County News, July 26, 1917, p. 1.

"Injunction Filed Against Court House and Bridge," Slope County News, August 5,
1915, p. 1.

Interviews with Robert Strommen, Slope County Auditor, June 10 and July 1, 1985.

Interview with Stella Homelvig, June 22, 1985

Interview with Leo Holzemer, July 1, 1985.

Pearson, Dorothy and Junette Henke, ed's.
Slope Saga, (Bowman: Bowman County Pioneer, 1976).

"Slope County's New Court House," Mineral Springs Farmer's Press, January 4,
1918, p. 1.

"Slope's New Court House Ready," Slope County News, October 18, 1917, p. 1.
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excellent integrity of setting, locational, and workmanship, and a marginal integrity 
of materials and design. Because it fits within the theme of county government and 
represents a rare instance of a historically common resource (the temporary courthouse) 
it was judged to be appropriate for inclusion in this nomination. 
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1 State Htobal Society

of North Dakota (State Historioal Board)
North Dakota Heritage Center, Bismarek. N.D. 58505

Telephone 701-224-2666
October 11, 1985

Ms. Carol Shull
Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
United States Department of the Interior
440 G Street - Pension BuildingDO I
W434
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find one completed and documented form nominating one property 
to the National Register of Historic Places. The property is identified as 
fol1ows:

North Dakota County Courthouses (Thematic)

The property have been reviewed by the North Dakota State Historic 
Preservation Review Board, who after reviewing the historical, architectural, 
and archeological facts pertaining to the property and after applying the 
criteria for eligibility to it, agreed that the criteria were met and 
recommended that the property be nominated.
The property owners have been notified by letter of the proposed nomination 
action and invited to comment.
Please find enclosed two maps which should accompany the recently submitted 
North Dakota State University District nomination. Thank you for adding them 
to the submission.
If you have any questions about this nomination please feel free to contact 
Mr. Marty Perry, Architectural Historian, at 224-2672 at your convenience.
Sincerely,

James E. Sperry/
State Historic Preservation Officer 

(North Dakota)

MP/je
Enclosures
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Ms. Carol Shull 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
United States Department of the Interior 
440 G Street - Pension Building 
DOI 
W434 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find one completed and documented form nominating one property 
to the National Register of Historic Places. The property is identified as 
follows: 

North Dakota County Courthouses (Thematic) 

The property have been reviewed by the North Dakota State Historic 
Preservation Review Board, who after reviewing the historical, architectural, 
and archeological facts pertaining to the property and after applying the 
criteria for eligibility to it, agreed that the criteria were met and 
reconrnended that the property be nominated. 

The property owners have been notified by letter of the proposed nomination 
action and invited to comment. 

Please find enclosed two maps which should accompany the recently submitted 
North Dakota State University District nomination. Thank you for adding them 
to the submission. 

If you have any questions about this nomination please feel free to contact 
Mr. Marty Perry, Architectural Historian, at 224-2672 at your convenience. 
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~ J~~~ 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

( North Dakota) 
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February 5, 2015 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy Keeper and Chief 
National Register and National Historic Landmark Programs 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street NW (MS 2280) 

Washington DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether, 

Enclosed please find one request for removal of a greatly altered 
building from the National Register of Historic Places. Our State 
Historic Preservation Review Board reviewed the request and voted 
approval on January 30, 2015. 

Though I am saddened by the loss of this historic North Dakota 
property, we will continue to seek out new properties to represent our 
history in the National Register. 

Sincerely, 

Claudia . erg 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

(North Dakota) 

North Dakota Heritage Center ■ 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 ■ Phone: 701-328-2666 ■ Fax: 701-328-3710 
Email: histsoc@nd.gov ■ Website : http://history.nd .gov ■ TTY: 1-800-366-6888 
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