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1. Name of Property 
======================================================================== 

jftJ/8 

historic name: Cove Lake Spillway Dam/Bridge; Ozark-St. Francis National 
Forest 

other name/site number: ~L~0~0~0~5w7~---------------------------------------------

======================================================================== 
2. Location 
======================================================================== 
street & number: State Highway 309, 9 miles south of Paris 

not for publication: N/A 

city/town: ~c~o=r~l~e~Y~------------------------------- vicinity: ..JL 

state: AR county: ~L=o~g~a=n~-------- code: AR 083 zip code: 72855 

======================================================================== 
3. Classification 
======================================================================== 
Ownership of Property: Public-Federal 

Category of Property: Structure 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 

0 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing: ~N~/~A~-----------------------------
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3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

OMB Approval No. 702~78 

Cove Lake Spillway Dam/Bridge 
Ozark-St. Francis National Forest 
Logan County, Arkansas 

===================================================================== 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility 
meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR 
Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National 
Register Criteria. 
( _ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official 

Forest Service 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

Federal Preservation Officar 

===================================================================== 
4. National Park Service Certification 
===================================================================== 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

~entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

__ determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
__ determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
__ removed from the National Register 

__ other (explain): ___ ____ _ 

;h. Signature of Keeper 

'1/,,/.z.r 
I 

Date 
of Action 

===================================================================== 



ationa1 Re.cti~ , ... ~ 
========================================================~7~~~Pb~~~-~== 
4. State/Federal Agency certification Qv u 

======================================================================== 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this __ X __ nomination __ __ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ x __ meets 

does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 
sheet .4 r 

.......-U~ • -- t-.. .#J. ...'S.a' • "~ . - · ~ Y. , ifc:.-c/o~ r-17-95" 
s(gnatUre of certifYing ~icial Date- - -r-----

~~ 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property ~ meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

f-:M-7.3 
or other official Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

======================================================================== 
s. National Park service certification 
======================================================================== 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

___ entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

======================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
======================================================================== 
Historic: RECREATION AND CULTURE 

TRANSPORTATION 

Current RECREATION AND CULTURE 
TRANSPORTATION 

Sub: Outdoor recreation 
Road-related (vehicular) 

Sub: Outdoor recreation 
Road-related (vehicular) 



National R.egister of 

==========================================================~~~~~~==== 
7. Description 
======================================================================== 
Architectural Classification: 

Other 

Other Description: ~R~u~s~t~i~c~------------------

Materials: foundation Stone/Concrete roof ~N~/~A~-----------
walls Stone other =E=a=r~t=h=e=n~d=a=m=------------------

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _x_ See continuation 
sheet. 

======================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
======================================================================== 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: =L=o=c=a=l~l~Y~------------

Applicable National Register Criteria: A. C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): =N~/=A~--

Areas of Significance: =S~O=C~I~A~L~H~I~S~T~O~R~Y ________________ _ 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period(s) of Significance: 1937-1942 

Significant Dates: =1=9~3~7----------------~-----­

Significant Person(s): ~N~/~A~----------------------

Cultural Affiliation: ~N~/~A~------------------------------

Architect/Builder: Works Progress Administration 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
_x_ See continuation sheet. 



J::: tio_ al Regi ter of 
===========================================================;*~~~~~~~=== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
======================================================================== 

Interview with Olin Payne (former area resident), 09/15/93. 

Workers of the Writers' Program. The WPA Guide to ~930's Arkansas, with a 
new introduction by Elliot West. Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of 
Kansas, 1987 (original copyright 1941). 

See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing {36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X state historic preservation office 
Other state agency 

X Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other -- Specify Repository: 

======================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
======================================================================== 
Acreage of Property: Approximately 4 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing 

A 15 442760 3898850 

Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: See continuation sheet. 

Beginning at a point on the western edge of State Highway 309 located 
approximately 300 feet north of its intersection with the northern edge of 
Forest Service Road #2601, proceed westerly along a line running 
perpendicular to the roadway for a distance of approximately 85 feet to its 
intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel with the roadway; 
thence proceed northerly along said line for a distance of approximately 800 
feet to its intersection with a line running perpendicular with the roadway; 
thence proceed easterly along said line for a distance of 200 feet to its 
intersection with a line running parallel to the roadway; thence proceed 
southerly along said line for a distance of approximately 800 feet to its 
intersection with a line running perpendicular with the roadway; thence 
proceed westerly along said line for a distance of approximately 115 feet to 
the point of beginning. 



Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet. 

This boundary includes all the property historically-associated with the 
spillway dam/bridge. 
======================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
======================================================================== 

Name/Title: Kenneth Story. Architectural Historian 

Organization: Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Date: 09/17/93 

Street & Number: 323 Center Street. Suite 1500 Telephone: (501) 324-9880 

City or Town: =L=-=i=-=t::..:t::..::l...,e:::.......:oR=o=.cc:;k:..::..,_ ________ ~ State: AR ZIP: 72201 
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Summary 

INTERAGENCY IISOURcES DMSION 

Located on Arkansas Highway 309 nine miles south of Paris in Logan county is Arkansas 
Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) bridge #18115, also known as the Cove Lake 
Spillway Dam/Bridge. The total length of the structure is 850 feet and approximately 50 yards 
in width at the widest point. The dam is constructed· of earth and stone and is oriented in a 
general north to south direction. 

Elaboration 

Located on Arkansas Highway 309 nine miles south of Paris in Logan county is Arkansas 
Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD) bridge #18115, also known as the Cove Lake 
Spillway Dam/Bridge. The total length of the structure is 850 feet and approximately 50 yards 
in width at the widest point. The dam is constructed of earth and stone and is oriented in a 
general north to south direction. The only feature of the dam other than the road across the top 
is the gate opening which controls the level of the lake. The controlling feature is located in the 
lake on the eastern side of the dam and the exit opening is located at the base of the dam on the 
western side. The bridge itself is 116 feet in length and is constructed of stone and concrete. The 
bridge is simply designed with Rustic style influences and consists of five arches. These arches 
are supported by stone piers which form the upper portion of the spillway. The bridge is 25 feet 
in width and has a deck material of asphalt and concrete. Each side of the bridge has a concrete 
guardrail which is 31 inches in height above the deck surface. The maximum span of the arches 
is 25 feet and the maximum height of the bridge above the spillway is 10 feet 5 inches. The 
spillway is constructed of concrete and is a total· length of 580 feet and is 116 feet in width. The 
spillway begins at the lake's edge approximately 90 feet east of the bridge. The height of the 
spillway varies from 82 inches to 118 inches. Near the middle of the spillway is a 9 foot drop 
in elevation which begins the final descent of the water to a pool that feeds into Cove Creek. 
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Summary 

N~tional Register d 
H1storic Places 

The Cove Lake Spillway Dam/Bridge (Ozark-:St. Fr:ancis National Forest) is eligible under 
Criteria A and C with local significance. It is considered significant under Criterion A by virtue 
of its direct associations with the Works Progress Administration (WPA), the Depression-era 
public works agency that actually supervised the construction and provided the labor to build it. 
Under Criterion C its bridge is significant as a particularly good example of an ashlar-faced 
stone masonry arch bridge designed with clear Rustic-style influences. 

Elaboration 

The Cove Lake Spillway Dam/Bridge (Ozark-St. Francis National Forest) was constructed in 
1937 by the Works Progress Administration as part of its effort to create the small recreation 
area at the western end of the man-made Cove Lake. As was typical of most such Depression­
era recreational lakes projects in Arkansas, the shallow basin that would become Cove Lake was 
nothing more than an eroded water channel formed by the confluence of four small streams 
descending from the surrounding hills; however, it provided a good natural basin for a small 
shallow recreational lake, and thus its selection for this WP A project. 

These resources were constructed within this relatively remote area for the purpose of providing 
developed recreational facilities for both local residents and tourists. The abundance of natural 
drainage channels that converge here in this shallow basin created a site well-suited to the 
creation of a recreational lake. 

The onset of the Great Depression in 1929 and the subsequent advent of such federal public 
works programs as the Works Progress Administration (WP A) brought a new recreational area 
to this rural section of Logan County in 1937. The WPA -- an organization that hired 
unemployed adult men and women to work on a variety of public projects throughout the nation 
-- was established by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his administration as part of the 
federal response to the dire economic circumstances brought upon the American people by the 
Great Depression. The WP A was but one of many such public works organizations instituted by 
the Roosevelt Administration and managed under the aegis of the umbrella agency in charge of 
all such public works efforts, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA); other 
agencies under its direction included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the short-lived 
Public Works and Civilian Works Administrations (PWA and CWA), and such regional projects 
as the Tennessee Valley Authority {TV A) and the Rural Colonization Projects in Arkansas 
established by the Resettlement Administration at such places as Dyess, Clover Bend and Plum 
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Bayou. Among its various other projects, the WP A constructed a small number of rural 
recreation .areas throughout the state-- though this was not their principal emphasis --and the 
Cove Lake Recreation Area was constructed as part of this effort. 

The source of the heavy, Rustic-influenced style employed in the construction of the Cove Lake 
Bridge is unclear. While virtually all of the public works agencies in Arkansas during the 
Depression carried out their construction projects with locally-available materials whenever 
possible, the design of the bridge at Cove Lake is reminiscent not only of the materials favored 
by the CCC, but also of the low, stone masonry Rustic style that became their trademark. Other 
known WP A-constructed projects around the state -- including school buildings, courthouses, 
dams, etc. -- do not uniformly or reflect the influence of any particular stylistic tradition, 
apparently relying instead on both materials and construction expertise that were available 
locally. It is certainly possible that the men working for the WP A were directed by construction 
supervisors and architects already familiar with typical Civilian Conservation Corps construction, 
of which there was an abundance in the immediate vicinity by the time this project began (e.g., 
Mt. Nebo State Park, located approximately twenty-two miles to the northeast, and the various 
recreational facilities in the Ouachita National Forest located immediately to the south). 
However, no documentation survives directly connecting any other public agencies to this WP A 
project. 

Nevertheless, the design of the Cove Lake Bridge remains one of the better examples of masonry 
arch bridge that, though it presents a fairly clean and fmished aspect, was nevertheless designed 
with the clear influence of the Rustic style. The use of the five shallow arches to support the 
roadway above and to provide a spillway for the 170-acre Cove Lake to the east, combined with 
the rough texture of the ashlar-faced stone used to face the bridge's sides and arches combine 
to create a bridge structure that is both functional and handsome (the solid concrete balustrade 
above is certainly a later addition, though its exact date is not known; yet it does not sufficiently 
detract from the bridge's original aspect to render it ineligible). 

The Cove Lake Spillway Dam/Bridge remains locally significant under Criterion A through its 
associations with the contributions to American social history made by the Works Progress 
Administration and its associations with the emphasis upon putting the nation's unemployed to 
work on a variety of projects for the public good. It is also significant under Criterion C by 
virtue of the its bridge being the best local example of such a structure designed in the Rustic 
style of architecture. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HIST~~_£La~S--------------, 
EVALUATION/RETURN 

NOMINATION REQUESTED ACTION: W~CEIVED 413 
PROPERTY 
NAME: 

Cove Lake Spillway Dam--Bridge 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Logan 
INTERAGENCY MIOURCII DMSION 

NATIONAL MRK IEIMCE 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/28/94 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/27/95 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/11/95 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/11/95 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 94001618 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: )W 
ACCEPT L/RETURN --- ---

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: Y 

REJECT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

The nomination is being returned at this time for the reason(s) cited below: 

Federal Agency Certification. The nomination requires the signature of the Federal 
Preservation Officer (FPO) . 

RECOM. /CRITERIA K ETvll.tt 
REVIEWER 1'Av\ R. \... Vl>14r\A.,J 

DISCIPLINE_H~'f&.Jsrol.!t.J"~' ~U::1:::------
DATE Lf!5/q ~ . 
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y([)see attached SLR Y/N 

N 
N 
N 



·:::LASSIFICATION 

count ___ resource type 

s 

, f 

t _ext 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
--completeness 
---clarity 
---applicable criteria 
--justification of areas checked 
---relating significance to the resource 
---context 
--relationship of integrity to significance 
---justification of exception 
---other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage 
--UTMs 

verbal boundary description 
===boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps USGS maps ___ photographs ___ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 2.02 · 3iJ·I~l8 

Date {t%r6-r: 
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REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

Cove Lake Spillway Dam--Bridge 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Logan 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/95 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

DET~LED EVALUATION: 

94001618 

y 

~ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 

REJECT 

9/18/95 

The Cove Lake Spillway Dam--Bridge is significant under National Register Criteria A and 
C, in the areas of Social History and Architecture. The resource represents a distinctive local 
example of Rustic-style stone masonry construction and reflects the important work of the 
Works Progress Administration in western Arkansas during the period 1933-1942. 

RECOM./CRITERIA ~~ J?~<: 
REVIEWER /;J {. /.c.AII~.,4- DISCIPLINE __ At~/~J~ro=A=M=~~------------
TELEPHONE ZOZ. · 14/1-It.t~ DATE q /,La= 

----~.~,~-------------------

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y~see attached SL~ 











United States 
Departaent of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Keeper of the National Register 
C/O Guy Lapsley 
Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 3712 
Washington D.C. 20013-7127 
Mail Stop 413 

Dear Keeper; 

Oaark-st. Francis 
National Forests 

P.O. Box 1008 
Russellville, 

r 
L, Cl · 2 8 /994 

i 
l 

I IN TERA~_:~cv RESOURCES DIVISION 
L.... ~JAI ivNAL PARK SERVICE 

Enclosed are six (6) National Register of Historic Places Nomination forms for 
sites on the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests in Arkansas. These forms were 
completed as a part of a Challenge Cost Share Partnership with the Arkansas 
State Historic Preservation Program. The AHPP staff completed the inventory 
and nomination forms as part of this partnership. The sites include: 

Lake Wedington Historic District 
Spring Lake Recreation Area Historic District 
Gray Spring Recreation Area/Forest Service Road #1003 Historic District 
Sugarloaf Fire Tower Historic District 
Mirror Lake Historic District 
Cove Lake Bathhouse 

All of these sites are CCC or WPA built structures under the management of the 
Ozark-St. Francis National Forest. If you have any questions regarding these 
sites or forms please contact me at (SOl) 964-7229. 

2;'~ 
GARY D. KNUDSEN 
Forest Archeologist 

enc 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Washington 
Office 

14th & Independence SW 
P . O. Box 96090 
Washington, D.C. 20090-6090 

Reply To: 2360 

Carol Shull, Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms . Shull : 

Date : , ;·_: ;_ 3 1 1995~ 

RECEIVED 413 

AUG 

INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Enclosed are the nomination forms for a series of properties located on 
National Forest System lands that we have found to meet the criteria for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. We are submitting them 
for your review and final decision as to whether or not to include them in the 
National Register. The properties are: 

Name Forest County State 

Lake Weldington Ozark-St. Francis NF Wash . AR 
Spring Lake Recreation Area Ozark-St. Francis NF Yell AR 
Mirror Lake Ozark-St. Francis NF Stone AR 
Sugarloaf Fire Tower Ozark-St. Francis NF Stone AR 
Gray Spring Recreation Area Ozark-St. Francis NF Franklin AR 
Cove Lake Bathhouse Ozark-St. Francis NF Logan AR 
Cove Lake Spillway Dam/Bridge Ozark-St . Francis NF Logan AR 

We would appreciate your consideration of these properties for addition to the 
National Register and look forward to your response. If there are any 
questions pertaining to these nominations, please contact me at 202-205-1427 or 
FAX 202-205-1145. 

Sincerely, 
/-

-~~ D./Jl~~ 
EVAN I. DEBLOOIS 
Preservation Officer, Recreation, Heritage 

and Wilderness Resources 

Enclosures w/49 photos 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 

Printed on Recycled Paper -A. 
FS-6200-28b (12/93) ,_.r 


