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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Galindo-Leigh Home is a residence that spans close to 150 years of continuous use by 
three families, each adding to it to satisfy their own particular family's needs, while 
at the same time, reflecting the cultural and national backgrounds of the family. In the 
1830s, when Juan Crisostobal Galindo chose to build his family home at this site, rather 
than live in his Major Dome's quarters at the Mission Santa Clara, the exterior of the 
first portion of the home was rough, unpainted, extra cut,, board and batten siding on a 
two room, 16x24 foot structure, with redwood shingle roof. In the 1840s, when Galindo 
received official title to the property from the head of Mission Santa Clara, he added a 
two-story, 20x26;foot,-secondvunitj-topkeep.ipace,with-jhis .growing .family.-pf eleven children. 
In 1857, when thei District>Court*gave~clearance on*the t land title, Galindo sold his 
residence to John D. Gueraz. Gueraz covered the board and batten siding with trim, ship- 
lap that was, painted white. He added a porch around the building that was covered with 
a tin roof and ornamented with special trim and decorative wooden pieces that reflected 
Gueraz's background of Louisiana French plantation living and his heritage :-of having been 
born in Switzerland. After raising his family here for seventeen years, he sold his 
residence to Delicia Leigh, from the Isle of Jersey in the English Channel of Great Britain 
The Leigh family raised the house four feet off of the ground, typical of the homes on the 
Isle of Jersey. They added to the two story portion of the house in the 1880s making use 
of Victorian decorative treatment.

The house is located on approximately one acre of land. The landscaping has been restored 
and important segments of the residence have been replaced where subdivision and streets 
eliminated them: windmill tower with windmill., one of the first private tennis courts in 
the San Francisco Bay *A±ea.. ^an Italian marble fountain and pond has been added to achieve 
some of the elegance of the gardens that were encroached upon by the subdivision around 
the site. A two-story carriage house with dance floor on the second story, has been 
restored. A primitive out-building frame work that reveals hand-hewn timbers and square 
nails and pegs is standing.near the .house.- Partially under the house-where an? addition 
was made by the Leigh family, is a circular, stone-lined well that once measured a depth 
of thirty-feet. This-has'been dug-out and the stone-work restored.^., . -,,,„,,. .

The interior of the home has been stripped of paint and covering material to reveal the 
original wood finishes. Redwood and pine floors, beautiful molding, and wall covering 
of the home's past style combine to create a beautifully restored residence. Low, seven- 
foot ceilings and peg-locked windows with primitive glass window panes, follow the char 
acteristics of homes of this vintage, on the second floor.

A huge California Laurel (Bay) tree stands next to the house, measuring thirty-eight feet 
in circumferance at the base. The tree is almost one-hundred feet in height and is in 
the Santa Clara County Heritage Resource Inventory for having been a landmark for the 
Indians when traveling between the missions.

No detail has been over-looked to restore the exterior to its original beauty. The
condition of the wood siding is excellent and has reacted excellently to restoration.
All decorative work has been in the style of the period in which the home"was constructed.
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Carriage houses It is a one-and-one-half story ship lap sided building with a steep 
gable roof supported by modillions. The front or north side of the carriage house 
has four sliding wooden doors. The gable is shingled with a pair of sash windows 
in the center. The west side has two small shed additions. A shingled dormer 
window with pediment protrudes from the middle-of the roof. It too has sash windows, 
The east side has a matching dormer. Inside massive redwood flooring was used to 
support the carriages.

Out building: The original frame remains of this primitive structure. Hand-hewn 
timbers and peg anchoring of cross beams indicate that this was one of the first 
structures on the property. The lower half is covered with clapboard siding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original building was the home of Juan Crisestabol Galindo and his family. His 
father was a member of the Anza Party who came to San Francisco: in 1776. ; i-He earned 
the reputation of being a leader in Spanish affairs and in church work. He was Major 
Domo of the Mission Santa Clara and called upon to give testimony at the hearings on 
the potential sainthood of Father Magnin Catala, "the holy man of Santa Clara". He 
raised a family of eleven children who married into the famous families of the San 
Francisco Bay Area during the Mexican Period: Alviso, Castro, Berryessa, Forbes, 
Peralta, Amador, Pacheco, Hernandez, Welch/Welsh. The children were raised in this 
home and the home was expanded by Galindo to provide adequate housing rather than 
using the Major Dome's quarters at the Mission Santa Clara.

One can see the crude, primitive workmanship and rough materials of the Indian crafts 
men, today at this home. Similarly, the improvements made by John D. Gueraz, the 
second owner of the home, make it possible for one to see the influences of the Swiss 
and the Louisiana French plantation background in the home. If it were not for Gueraz f s 
style and taste, there would never have been a chance that Delicia Leigh would have 
purchased it to raise her family.

She was of British aristocracy - her husband was a physician, Dr. Alexander Leigh, 
Surgeon of the Sixtieth Rifles of the Queen's .Army .for many years. He attended to 
the medical needs of Napoleon Bonaparte. The traditions and culture of Leigh's 
British background were incorporated in their home: the beautiful Victorian style 
in the portions of the home that were expanded or additions made.. the private tennis 
court constructed in the late 1800s.. the carriage house that had a dance floor on the 
second story for entertaining.. This residence was the center of social life for state 
politicians and local leaders alike. The family was held in such high regard that the 
neighbors petitioned the county to rename a newly constructed road, Leigh Avenue, within 
a year after it was completed in front of this house.

The beauty and the tradition of the Mexican Period., the Swiss and French-Louisiana 
Plantation background.. together with the Victorian charm of the British heritage 
are combined to perfection in this residence that has been restored expertly. The 
results are like a story of California's past: ..the Mexicans., the Indians., the 
new citizens from abroad: the Swiss., the English., and the background of new-comers 
from other parts of the United States.. This is the background of California and one 
can see it in this home that is almost 150 years in the making.

It is our hope that we can preserve the home for generations to come to see.
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