fljooJ\ozn

Fonn 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M assachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Hampshire

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
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ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries —complete applicable sections) 7

C OMMON:

Peham Town Hall Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION Coagressioaal District 1

STREET AND NUMBER:

Amherst Road at the coraer of Daoiel Shays Highway

CITY OR TOWN:

Pelham

STATE CODE COUN TY: CODE

M assachusetts 25 Hampshire 015
3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS

(*Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

H District . Building K\ Public Public Acquisition: PC] Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure . Privote I 1 1In Process | 1 Unoccupied S Restricted
Object . Both [ | Being Considered | | Preservotion work | | Unrestricted

in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I i Agricultural n Government . Pork 1 Transportation | | Comments

I 1 Commercial 1 1 Industrial I | Private Residence «  Other (Specify)
i 1 Educational . Military ?r| Religious

Entertainment I I Museum . Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Town of Pelham

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
01
Pelham Massachusetts 25 o

5. LOCAtfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION <t

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 03

Hampshire County Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

wg = 5

t CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Northampton Massachusetts 25
6. REPRESENTAtION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth
DATE OF SURVEY: 1965 . Federal State I | County Q

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

M assachusetts Historical Commission, Office of the Secretary

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Local

CODE

" Bogton M assachusetts 25



17. DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent n Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
CChecJc One; (Checit One)
Altered K] Unaltered . Moved g Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Imown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pelham Town Hall Historic District comprises three properties
owned by the Town of Pelham. The Town Hall, built in 1743, faces south
across a lawn at the corner of Amherst Road and Daniel Shays Highway. The
Old Burial Ground, laid out in 1739, lies behind the Hall, and to the west
stands a small white clapboard church, built in 1839 inthe Greek Revival style

The two story highHall is frame covered with clapboards. Whenthe
church was built in 1839, the Town Hall was moved back afew feet. Alsmall
chimney is located a each gable end of the pitched roof. The gable end of
the building is two bays wide. The main facade contains five bays, the center
bay of which projects the width of abay ahxd forms a 2-story square entrance
porch with wallsthe same height as the rest of the mainfacade. Thelow
pitched roof of the porch intersects the roof of the building approximately
halfway up its slope. A simple and narrow cornice, an extension of the
cornice which runs under the roof of the main facade and porch, is carried
across the gable end of this bay to form aplain pediment over the entrance.
Centered on the south wall of the porch is the main entrance to the building.
The surrounds are composed of simplified classical elements which support
an overdoor entablature. A secondary entrance is located at each end of
the main facade. The doors, and the cornice and pediment, are the only
decorative features onthe exterior of the building.

The interior of the building has been divided into two stories, The
original beams and pandled sounding board have been retained.

The one-story pitched roof church is three bays widewith a
centered entrance. A broad entablature encircles the building and forms
a pediment on the front gabled end. Corner pilasters terminate each wall.
A sguare one-stage belfry rises from the roof. Thisis crowned by an
octagonal spire.



. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Cfteck One or More as Appropriate)
r~| Pre-Columbian ' . 16th Century H  18th Century *  20th Century
15fh Century . 17th Century |IC] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (//App»cab?e ancfKnownlJ 1743, 1739, 1839

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol «  Education A Political I 1 Urban Planning
|1 Prehistoric +  Engineering g] Religion/Phi. [3  Other (Specify)
Historic . Industry losophy gove’nment
[ I Agriculture « Invention Q Science
Kl Architecture . Londscape Q Sculpture
Art Architecture Q Socio I/Humon-
I I Commerce . Literoture
I I Communications S Militory Q Theater
I 1 Conservation 1 1 Music Q Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pelham Town Hall is the oldest Town Hall in continuous use in Massa-
chusetts, Town Mestings having been held there from 1743 to the present.
Only when Massachusetts adopted the Eleventh Article of Amendment to its
Constitution in 1833 and thus separated Church and Town was there need of a
church building separate from the Town Hall, and in 1839 was erected the
present well-preserved Greek Revival Church. The areais also significant
In having been the last major encampment of Daniel Shays rebels before they
dispersed under the pressure of winter weather and General Lincoln's pursuit.
The district includes the monument to Shays, that native of Pelham and peaceful
rebel, whose bloodless rebellionwas a significant cause of the Philadelphia
Convention that wrote the Federal Constitution.

The town hall, the church, the monument and the cemetery that
provides a setting for these buildings along Route 202, the Daniel Shays Highway,
form a Massachusetts State Landmark under the title, Pelham Town Hall Complex.
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TOWN OF PELHAM

Incorporated January 15,1743

PELHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Pdham, Mass 01002

61 Arnold RI., RR#2
Amherst, Mass. 01002
August 18, 1977

United States Departnent of the Interior
National Park Service NAWG2 0 AE])
Washi ngton, DO C 20270

Attention Director, Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation
Gent | enen:

| n Decenber of 1971 the Town of Pel hamwas honored by the National
Park Service when i treceived recognitionfor itshistoric heritage.

Qh Septenber 7 of this year we shall unveil a large bronze plaque
with the following inscription.

PHLHAM TOM HALL GOMALEX
A MSSAHEETTS H STAR C LANDMEKK | 967

LI STED IN THE NATI ONAL REG STER F H STAR C PLACES 1 971

1773 Established RESTORD 1975
Ve feel proud in our acconplishnent inrestoring this historic prop-
erty altho there is yet work to be done. However, with the nation’s
Bi centenni al Cel ebration nowstarted we are celebratingthe Bicenten-
nial with this event andthought you should know about i tin case you
mght want to send a representativej'pprhaps a letter or certificate
acknow edgi ng our efforts.
V& have infornmed Congressnman Silvio O. Conte of our celebration, sug-

gesti ng that i twuld benice i f he and soneone from the National
ark Service could be present.

Kindly | et us know at once your reactionto this letter and what we
nay expect.

Sincerely yours,
PEH.HAM H STCR CAL COMM SIS ON

WIlliam 8/, Foerster, Chairnan
WH df



PELHAM TOWN HALL HISTORIC DISTRICT:
(25-72-00019-00). Pdham, Hampshire Co.
Municipal ownership. Oldest megting house

in continuous uske in the State. Exterior painting.
$1,000.00.



PELHAM TOWN HALL HISTORICAL '<
DISTRICT: HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

(25-74-00098-00). See above. Continuing resto-
ration, including work on supporting columnsin
basament, floor, and exterior painting.
$2,000.00.
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M. WIlliamJ. Foerster
Pel hamHi storical Coi nai ssion
61 Arnold Road, RR #2
Amher st, Massachusetts 01002

Dear M. Foerster:

Thank you for your gracious invitation to participatein the Pel ham
Bi centennial Celebration.

The Pel ham Town Hal | Conglej”, with it shandsone | Bth-caitury neeting-
house, ol d burying ground” and md-19th century Geek Revival Church,
is a fine exanple of a comunity sensitivelypreserving itscultural
heritage.

Unfortunately, vacations and previous commtments nake i t |npossible
for me or an appropriate National Park Service representative to attend
your cel ebration. LA

W appreciate your efforts inthe field of historic preservation.

Sincerely vyours,

\' o [Sd Jerry L. Rogers

ve o Scting
yy- Director, Office of Archeol ogy
D- md Historic Preservation

bcc: Director's Reading File
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AND OLD BURYWG GHOUND Lm Qur ™"t

OHBANIZED »S THE ISBUSN PSWAETV
HOORWSATED AS THE TOWN CF PELHAM
AND MEETING HOUSE

COMPLETED
THE OLMST TO*N HAa IN CONTNUOUS LEE K New

THE CENTEK OF SHAYS REBELLION
AND THE HOVE Of aPT DANIEL SHAYS
CONSREEATION«. CHURCH BULT IN

PELHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

K—Sign on Town Common.
L— View east.

M—Lookout Tower on Mt. Lincoln's Peak.

EN6LUO
1786-87

N—Pelham Town Hall—the oldest in continuous use

in New England.

O—Congregational Church built in 1839.

Now the

museum for the Pelham Historical Society.

P— The United Church—Built 1840.
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