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The Dinsmore Grain Company Mill on Branch Pond in Palermo, Maine, dating from
1914, is in exceptionally good condition as an example of a water-powered industrial
facility. The building is of frame construction with gabled roofs and shingled walls.
The building is rectangular in plan and rises 2% stories in height; a 3-story tower
rises from the south side near the east end of the building. Fenestration, which is
« sparsely located in all stories, consists of 2/2 windows. Thege are sliding panelled
doors in the gable-ends of the structure, which face east and west.

The dam and mill-works lie directly bemeath the building.. These works consist of
a turbine which powers both a grist and sawmill, and all is in working order. Numerous
conveyor belts transport grain from the mill proper to -large storage bins in the second
floor of the building.

The Dinsmore : Grain Company Mill is a remarkable survival which is a model for
small businesses which may in the future seek to return to water power as a relatively
inexpensive and reldable source of energy.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original Mill on this site began operating in the early nineteenth century.
In 1817, it was owned by Joseph Hacker, who later passed it on to his son~in-law Jose
In 1879, Mr. Greely took on a partner, his son-in~law, Thomas Dinsmore. ( The
mill fundtioned as a combined grist and saw mill.)

Greely.

After Mr. Greely's retirement, Thomas Dinsmore became the sole ewner and he passed
the mill on to his son James R.B. Dinsmore. A fire broke out on June 26, 1908 and des-

troyed the mill and many village houses.

tors and more modern machinery were added.

The mill was rebuilt In 1914 and grain eleva-

In 1935, James Kenneth Dinsmore (the present owner) added the water powered saw-
mill equipment to the mill which again operated as a combined grist and sawmill until

the mid-forties.

when its commercial value appeared to cease.
since that time. The Dinsmore Grain Co. Mill is one of the few remaining water powered
mills left in the state of Maine and continues a milling traditfén on this site of

over 160 years.

After that, it was only used as a sawmill until the mid-sixties,
It has been used primarily for storage
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION  The mill occupies a site enclosed by lines running
perpendicular to Route 3 northeasterly to Branch Pond. The northwesterly
line commences 30 feet northwest of the Sheepscot River Bridge and the
southeasterly line 60 feet southeast of the bridge.
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There are presently three water powered grist mills in Maine still
capable of functioning and with equipment largely intact. Of these, two
employ water wheels (one is a reconversion from a turbine). The Dinsmore
Mill is the largest of the three and the only one that is turbine powered.
It is the only remaining water powered mill which combines facilities
both for grinding flour and meal as well as those for the sawing of lumber.
As such it is the last remaining dual purpose functioning mill in Maine.



