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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The L. I. Roe House was built as an L-shaped clapboard dwelling with joining gable
roofs. The house was liberally decorated with extensive colonial revival trim,
particularly in the entrance porch and the second floor balcony porch. In 1906,

the house was greatly remodeled to accomodate Roe's large family. As remodeled,

the house now is a two-story plus attic frame house with random additions and
features, characteristic of large residences built at the time. The house is

topped by a hipped roof with a deck, which is intersected by the original gable
roofs, now part of wings that face west and south. The south facade was altered

by the addition of a two-story extension at the rear of the house, and dormers

have been added to both the west and south facades. The original second floor
porch has been removed and replaced by a pent roof, which tovers the open entrance
porch, which has been changed by the addition of pine siding. A newer, second floor
enclosed porch was added to the north side of the building. Much of the colonial
revival trim was removed, but a Palladian window in the west wing and roof pediments
remain. Both the Palladian window and a small semicircular window in the south
wing contain leaded glass. The interior of the house now has 15 rooms on both
floors, and retains much of its appearance, including an oak mantel fireplace,

oak floors, and a beveled plate glass mirror. Much of the elaborate oak trim in
doorways and windows is still in very good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Every community has its partisans and promoters, those who engage in constant searches
for ways to boost their city or town. L.I. Roe acted as the booster of Stanley, Wis-
consin, for almost fifty years. A self-made man, Roe served Stanley through public
office and private investment, served as its spokesman and symbolized the spirit of
the community.

Association with . . . 2

Significant Person. Louis I. Roe was born Lars R¢gv in 1860 in Norway. He came
EBEkﬁéfIEE—Tﬁ_I§80'where, due to his ability with English, he became an office worker
in the Northwestern Lumber Company in Wisconsin. Through thirty years with North-
western, first in Porter Mills where he was also postmaster, then in Stanley, Roe rose
to managerial positions and with careful investment became wealthy. Roe was one of
Stanley's most important residents after Northwestern opened a mill there in 1892,

By purchasing 40 acres north of the town, he was able to build his home there and
sell other lots to fellow Norwegian immigrants, many of whom secured work at the
mill. This tract of land eventually became part of Stanley and is known as Roe's
Addition. From 1892 on, Roe served Stanley in several capacities. He was president
of the School board from 1895 to 1900, head of the Progressive League which en-
couraged more industry for the town, and first president of the Citizen's State

Bank of Stanley. After leaving Northwestern Lumber in 1912, he opened the L.I. Roe
company and ran a hardwood products factory until 1935, one of the town's major
employers. Roe was also mayor of Stanley for three terms and then represented the
town on the Chippewa county Board of Commissioners for 26 years. He was, in fact,
reelected to the board just three days before his death in 1938. More than a decade
after his death, Roe was still remembered when Governor Walter Kohler praised his
"fifty years of constructive work and public service" for Stanley.3

1) Dates of original construction and extensive remodeling of Roe's house in
Stanley.

2) Sketch of Roe's life drawn from Ludwig Roe, When There Were Two, (1964).

3) Roe, p. 70.
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Ludwig Roe, When There Were Two, Cottonwood, Minnesota, 1964.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 4, 5 and 6 of Block 2 of Roe's addition to the City of Stanley, in the
County of Chippewa, Wisconsin.
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