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1. Name_^^ /iPcA^L^ 
historic (^^^^teument M i l l s Fewer S t a t i o n 

and/or common^-—^endale Power House ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Locat ion ft y^^ 

street & number Route 183. 1/4 m i l e sou th o f Glendale Kljfi- not for publication 

city, town S tockbr idge M ft- vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state ^fessachusetts. code 025 county Berkshi re code 003 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

— structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
^ i f { - in process 
" l l being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
worit in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

^ museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 

X scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
Housatonic Energy Conservation Association  

name Joseph A. Guerrieri and >fary C. Heather 

street & number Sergeant Street 

city, town Stockbridge, vicinity of state Mass. 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Central Berkshire Registry of Deeds 

street & number 24 Wendell Avenue 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d , 
state Mass. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
The MDrament Mi l l s Power Plant; Inventor^^ of the Hist . Assets of the Carmonwealth 
H i s t o r i c A n ^ r i c a n Fng i r iPP- r ing R p m r d ^'as this property been determined elegible? JC-Ves 

date 3 / 1 5 / 7 9 federal X _ state county 

no 

local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Histor ical Ccmnissicn 

city, town Boston state Mass. 



7. Description STOCKBRIDGE: Glendale Power Plant 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated ^unaltered ^ original site 

—X_ good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Glendale Power Plant which is located on the Housatonic River in Stockbridge encom­
passes 13.32 acres. I t includes a 28' h i ^ dam and headgates at i t s noirthem end, 
1500' of pcwer canal, a bulkhead, trash racks and control gates, and 200' of iron pen­
stock vMch is 12' in diameter and serves the power station proper at the southem end 
of the plant. A f a l l of 41' in elevatioi develops a potential 1500 to 3000 horsepower. 

The power plant i t s e l f is a small one story structure measuring 50'X68'. I t is con­
structed of coursed randcxn ashlar, rtuch salvaged from the Glendale Vfoolen Mil l vhich 
stood a short ways upstream. The heavy walls stipport a steel truss hip roof v^ch is 
shingled with slate. Its main facade (south) is divided into three bays by raised 
piers. The eastem bay contiains the entry vMch consists of two paneled doors headed 
by a heavy l i n t e l . The ot±ier two bays each contain windows with double hung 6/6 sash. 
The slightly longer east and west elevations are divided into four bays. Its interior 
consists of a large single room designed to house the turbines, generators, and 
electrical controls. The room is well lighted by eigiht windows and an over sized double 
wood door provided for installation and ranoval of i t s equipment. Adjustment and 
repair of the generators and turbine is facilitated by a sliding over head crane, 
46' long. IntSice and discharge ports for four turbines were originally provided for, 
however, only two turbines and generators were ever installed. The unused ports are 
capped. 

After the plant was shut down in 1946 i t s generators and turbines were removed and 
scrapped , circa 1950. Several cast ircn base plates bear the name of the Stanley 
Electric Manufacturing Company of Pittsfield, Mass. 

The Housatonic Enerffir Conservation Association is in the process of restoring the 
plant as a low-head nydroelectric project. Project goals are both conservation of 
resources and educational. Two General Electric 450 HP synchronous generators, each 
rated at 360 KVA., 2,220 volt, 60 hz., three phase, and their exciters have been 
obtained for installation. A Rodney Hunt type 80 turbine is being reconditioned 
and installed to drive one of the generators. This turbine was obtained from Monu-
nent Mil l in Housatcnic and was originally rated at 450 HP a 405 RPM., with a 40' 
head. Another Rodney Hunt type 80 is being sought to drive the other generator. The 
sale of the produced power is hoped to support and maintain tiie station. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_><_ 1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

. archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 

. communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1905, I907 Builder/Architect J.R. Lee Patterson, NJ Contractor; 
P.O. Toquet, Bridgeport, Conn., CivilTSc Hydro 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) l i e Eng.; H.R. Leyden, New York Chief Elec­
tr i c a l Engineer 

The Glendale Power Plant possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials 
and workmanship as well as historical associations with pioneering efforts to develop 
electrical power in Berkshire County. This well preserved coirplex meets criterion A 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The history of the Glendale Power Plant is closely tied to that of the Monument Mills 
textile coirpany which lay three miles downstream in the village of Hoosatonic. (The 
structures of this company s t i l l stand and w i l l be the subject of a future NR nomination) 
Founded in 1851, Monument Mills was a thriving cotton textile mill complex by the late 
nineteenth century. As the Monument Mills firm expanded, its power requirements could 
not be met during periods of low water in the summer, forcing the mills to operate only 
in the evenings. Theodore G. Ramsdell, Superintendent and Vice President of the mills, 
sought ways to rectify this situation and bring the mills up to their f u l l production 
capacity. 

Working with electrical pioneer William Stanley, developer of the transformer, Ramsdell 
purchased and rebuilt the old Stockbridge Iron Works Dam (Algers Furnace)^ constructing 
a hydroelectric station 1% miles, above the Monument Mills. A Stanley S.K.C. 
2,400 volt 2 phase 55 CPS alternator was installed with the necessary transmission 
lines to power three 350 HP Stanley S.K.C. Synchronous motors connected to the prime 
mover at the Monument Mills. This was the f i r s t transmission of alternating current 
for power. Two years later in 1894 this station, under lease to the Great Barrington 
Electric Light Company, powered the f i r s t high voltage transmission line in the world, 
7 1/2 miles to Great Barrington. This plant bumed in 1925; only the dam remains. 

The success of the venture caused the Monument Mills Co. to purchase the water rights of 
the Old Glendale Woolen Company and the former Chaffee and Callender Paper Mill site 
three miles above the mills in 1905. These rights encompassed the best f a l l of water in 
the area, 41', and plans were developed for the construction of a new, larger hydro­
electric station, the present Glendale Power Plant. By 1909, one-half of the power 
requirements for Monument Mills were provided by the Glendale Power Plant. 

The work on this plant was begun in July of 1905 by contractor, Mr. J. R. Lee of 
Patterson, New Jersey. Mr. William Ring, superintendent, bossed ninety to one hundred 
and sixty men, twenty mules, ten teams of horses, a steam shovel and crane, and a rock 
crusher. The dam was anchored in bedrock twenty feet below the river bed. I t required 
the pouring of 3000 cubic yards of concrete, 31 1/2 feet thick, reinforced with steel 
shafting sunk into the ledge. Construction of the 1500' power canal, 40' in width, 
proved the most d i f f i c u l t task because i t was excavated through heavy clay. A bulkhead 
requiring an additional 1000 cubic yards of concrete was built to supply a 12 foot in 
diameter iron penstock, 200 feet long, vdiich fed the turbines in the Power House itself. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
"The Berkshire Courier" Vol. 72 No. 43, Thursday Oct. 25, 1906, 'may furnish Power 

by January 1st.' 
"The Berkshire Courier" Vol, 73 No. 2, Thursday Jan. 10, 1907, 'Power Plant 

Christened'. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 3 . 3 2 a c r e s 
Quadrangle nam^ S t o c k b r i d g e 

UMT References 

A j J ^ | 6 | 3 , 5 | 7 , 1 , 0 | | 4 | 6 | 8 , 2 | 0 , 8 , 0 | 

Zone Easting Northing 

c L i i i J |b|3.S|9,7,0| |4,6|8,1|7,9,0| 

E | 1 | 8 | | 6 | 3 , 6 | 7 , 0 , 0 | | 4 , 6 | 8 , 2 | 3 | 1 , 0 | 

G | 1 I 8 | | 6 | 3 I 5 | 8 | 5 , 0 | | 4 ,6 |8 ,2 | 1,4 ,0 | 

Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

B 

Zone 

D[MJ 

| 6 | 3 , 5 | 8 | 6 | 0 

Easting Northing 

|6 |^.6|5.4.0| |4.6|8.2|0,9.0| 

F \ l j 8 j | 6 | 3 | 5 | 9 , 3 , 0 | | 4 , 6 | 8 , 1 | 9, 4 , 0 

H I I I I I I I I 
Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 
The 13.32 acres deeded to the Housatonic Energy Conservation Assoc. August 5, 1977 Book 
992 Page 665, was assembled from several parcels formerly owned by Monument Mil ls Inc. 
(Described Book 558 - Page 6 and C Central Berkshire Registry of Deeds.) The Power Plant 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state N/A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with James Parrish 

organization i-Iassacjiusetts Historical Commission âte Apr i l 1981 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature i/ 

n Dv tne Heritage conservation ana r 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission âte 2. 

For HCRS use only 
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date / ^ . P ^ . g g ^ 

Keeper of^the National Register 

Attest: 

Lfi t i n ? i ^ o i i u i i a i n v y i a t c i 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 8 3 5 
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A l l the hydroelectricmachinery was b u i l t by the Holyoke Machine Company. The electrical 
equipment, installed under the supervision of Mr. H. R. Leyden, consisted of two 750 HP 
SKC alternators constructed by the Stanley Electric Manufacturing Company of P i t t s f i e l d , 
Massachusetts. One alternator was installed by the dedication January 5, 1907. 

At a dedication speech by Parley A. Russell, one of the owners of Monument Mills , he 
recounted the Cotton Mills development. Miss Ruth Church christened the Monument Power 
Plant and the Sluice gates were closed by E l l i s Ramsdell at 2:10 p.m. Water ran over 
tne s p i l l way by 4:00 p.m. The plant supplied Ivfonument Mills and later part of Stock-
bridge with power u n t i l 1946. 

Tne 13.32 acres bordering the Housatonic River which comprise the Glendale Power Plant 
property should be considered to have potential for the presence of prehistoric archaeo­
logical sites. The Housatonic River is the heart of the major drainage system in 
western Massachusetts, and as such, is bordered by a dense concentration of prehistoric 
sites. The elevated lands along the Housatonic River within the bounds of the Glendale 
Power Plant property may contain prehistoric archaeological sites previously unknown. 



nm-s-aoo (ii-7«) 

United States Department off the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 10 Page 1 

and water rights cover an area enclosed southerly fron the Glendale Middle Road Bridge 
along Conrail, NY., N.H., and Hartford railroad right of way. Abutting the Gravel Pit 
lot; Ezra Dresser's Farm; Lahey Evans Schneyer, Roeder, Ezequelle; former Glendale Woolen 
Co.; former Chaffee & Callendar Paper Co. to a point PCC 909. 1.5' X 2' BC; northerly to 
the center. 
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summary paragraph 
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Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 
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1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date, Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l m l Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington Street 

H I Q - r i ^ D i r * A I Boston, Massachusetts 
l O I U n i O M L . 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

May 3, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull : 

Enclosed is the revised National Register nomination form for the 
Glendale Power House which was returned to us for additional information 
on April 2, 1982. We have clarified section 8, paragraph 2 as requested 
by Jean Travers of your staff. We hope that this will prove sufficient 
to have this property, which has already been determined eligible, listed 
in the National Register. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jertkinsy 
Registratidin Director 

CJ/my 

Enclosure 

RECEIVED 

r i , NATIONAL - - 1 ' 
X- j . . REGISTER 


