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1. Name ™ [IPCANLA
historic ("~teument Mills Fewer Station

and/or common”~-—”"endale Power House (preferred)

2. Location ft y~m
street & number Route 183. 1/4 mile south of Glendale Kljfi- not for publication
city, town Stockbridge M ft- vicinity of congressional district First
state ~fessachusetts. code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture A museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
— structure both worit in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object Aif{- in process X yes: restricted government X scientific
"Il being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

Housat oni ¢ Ener gy Conservation Associ ation
nane Joseph A Cuerrieri and >fary C Heat her

street & nuniver Sergeant Street
cty, toan  Stockbri dge, vicinity of dae Mass.
5. Location off Legal Description

ocouthouse, regidry of deads eilc. Central Berkshire Registry of Desds
24 Wendell Avenue

street & number

city, town Pittsfield, cstate Mass
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
The MDramat Mills Power Plant; Inventor™ of the Hist. Assets of the Carmonwesdlth
Historic An”rican FngiriPP-ring Rpmrd "“as this property been determined elegible? JC-Ves no
date 3/15/79 federal X _ state county local

depostory for aurvey records . Massachusetts Historical Cemnissicn

city, town Boston state Mass.



7. Description STQKERDE  Cendale Pover Pl ant

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated Aunaltered N original site
—X_ good ruins altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Qendale Power Plant which islocatedon the Housatonic River i n Stockbridge encom
passes 13.32 acres. |t includesa 28 hi" damand headgates at its noirthem end,
1500' of pcwer canal, abul khead, trash racks and control gates, and 200" of iron pen-
stock vMch i s 12° indianmeter and serves the power station proper at the sout hem end
of theplant. Afall of 41" inelevatioi develops apotential 1500 to 3000 horsepower.

The power plant itself isasmall one story structure measuring 50 X68 . |t i s con-
structed of coursed randcxn ashlar, rtuch sal vaged fromthe dendale VfoolenM |1 vhich
stood a short ways upstream The heavy wal |'s stu?ort a steel truss hiproof vich is
shingled with slate. [Its main facade (south) ivided into three bays by raised
Bl ers. The eastembay contiains the entry vl\/t:h consi sts of two panel ed doors headed
y a heav?/ lintel. The ade tw bays each contai nw ndows wi th double hung &6 sash.
The slightly longer east and west el evationsare divided into four bays. Itsinterior
consists of alargesingle roomdesigned to house the turbines, generators, and
electrical controls. The roomi swell lighted by eigiht wndows and an over sized double
wood door provided for installation and ranoval of its equipment. Adjustment and
repair of the generators and turbine i sfacilitated by asliding over head crane,
46" long. IntSce and di scharge ports for four turbines were originally provided for,
hov\evgr, only two turbinesand generators were ever installed. The unused ports are
capped.

After the plant was shut downin 1946 its generators and turbines were renoved and
scrapped , circa 1950. Several cast ircn base plates bear the nane of the Stanley
Electric Manufacturing Gonpany of Pittsfield, Mss.

The Housatoni ¢ Enerffir Conservation Associationisinthe process of restoring the
plant as a | owhead nydroel ectric project. Project goals are both conservation of
resources and educational. Two General Electric 450 HP synchronous generators, each
rated at 360 KA, 2,220volt, 60 hz., three phase, and their exciters have been
obtained for installation. A Rodney Hunt type 80turbine i sbeing reconditioned

and installed todrive one of the generators. This turbine was obtained fromMnu-
nent Mill inHousatcnic and was originally rated at 450 HP a 405 RAM, with a 40
head. Another Rodney Hunt type 801 s being sought to drive the other generator. The
sal e of the produced power i s hoped to support and maintaintiie station.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion

1400-1499 . archeology-historic conservation law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 architecture education military social/

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
_><_ 1900- . communications . industry . politics/government transportation

. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1905, 1907 Bui I der/Architect J.R Lee Patterson, NJ Contractor;
o . PO Toquet, Bridgeport, Gonn., Avil TS Hydro

Stat enment of Significance (in one paragraph) lie Eng.; HR Leyden, New York Chief H ec-

trical Engineer
The Qendale Power Plant possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials
and wor kmanship as wel | as historical associationswith pioneeringefforts to develop
electrical power inBerkshire County. This well preserved coirplex neets criterion A
of the National Register of Historic Places.

The history of the Gendale Power Plant is closely tied to that of the Mnunent MIIs
textile colrpany which lay three mles downstreami nthe village of Hoosatonic. (The
structures of this conpany still stand andwill be the subject of a future NR nom nation)
Founded i n 1851, Mnunent M |ls was a thriving cottontextile mll conplex by the |ate
nineteenth century. As the Monunent M |Is firm expanded, its power requirenents could
not be net during periods of |owwater inthe sunmer, forcing the mlls to operate only
in the evenings. Theodore G Ransdel |, Superintendent andVice President of the mlls,
sought ways t o rectify this situation andbring themlls up to their full production
capacity.

Vorking with electrical pioneer WIliamStanley, devel oper of the transformer, Ransdell
purchased and rebuilt the ol d Stockbridge Iron Vérks Cam (Al gers Furnace)” constructing
a hydroelectric station 1%mles, above the Monunent M|l s. A Stanley SKC
2,400 volt 2 phase 55 (=S alternator was installed with the necessary transm ssion
lines to power three 350 H° Stanley SKC Synchronous notors connected to the prinme
nover at the Monunent Mills. This was the first transm ssion of alternating current
for power. Two years later in 1894 this station, under |ease tothe Geat Barrington
Electric Light Gonpany, powered the first high voltage transmssionline inthe world,
7 1U2mles to Geat Barrington. This plant buned in 1925 only the dam renains.

The success of the venture caused the Mnunent MI|s . to purchase the water rights of
the A ddendale Vool en Gonpany and the former Chaffee and Cal | ender Paper Mill site
three mles above the mlls in1905. These rights enconpassed the best fall of water in
the area, 41', and plans were devel oi)ed for the construction of anew |arger hydro-
electric station, the present Aendale Power Plant. 1909, one-half of the power
requi rements for Mnunent M| 1s were provided by the Qendale Power Plant.

The work on this plant was begun i nJuly of 1905 by contractor, M. J. R Lee of
Patterson, New Jersey. M. WIlliamRing, superintendent, bossed ninety to one hundred
and sixty nen, twenty mules, ten teans of horses, a steamshovel and crane, and a rock
crusher. The damwas anchored i n bedrock twenty feet belowthe river bed. [t required
the pouring of 3000 cubic yards of concrete, 31 1/2 feet thick, reinforced with steel
shafting sunk into the ledge. Construction of the 1500 power canal, 40' in width,
proved the nost difficult task because i t was excavated through heavy clay. A bul khead
requiring an additional 1000 cubic yards of concrete was huilt to supply a 12 foot i n
diameter iron penstock, 200 feet |ong, vdiich fed the turbinesinthe Power House itself.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

"The Berkshire Courier" Vol. 72 No. 43, Thursday Qct. 25, 1906, 'nay furni sh Powner

by January 1st.'
"The Berkshire Courier" Vol, 73 No. 2, Thursday Jan. 10, 1907, 'Power Pl ant

Christened' .

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 13.32 acres

Quadrangle nam” Stockbridge Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The 13.32 acres deeded to the Housatonic Energy Conservation Assoc. August 5, 1977 Book
992 Pege 665, was assembled from several parcels formerly owned by Monumat Mills Inc.
(Described Book 558 - Pege 6 and C Central Berkshire Registry of Deeds) The Powe Plant

List ail states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code
state N/A code county code
11. Form Prepared By

namefite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with James Parrish

organization i-lassacjiusetts Historical Commisson “ae April 1981
dregt & rumbar 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state ~ Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state N local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage conservatien and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature i/

tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson “ae 2.

For HCRS use only
i hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe National Register

date /. P~.gg”
Keeper of'the National Register

Attest:
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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the hydroel ectricmachinery was built by the Hol yoke Machi ne Gonpany. The electrical
equi pnent, installed under the supervision of M. H R Leyden, consisted of two 750 HP
C alternators constructed by the Stanley Electric Manufacturing Conpany of Pittsfield,
Massachusetts. Qne alternator was installed by the dedication January 5, 1907.

At a dedication speech by Parley A Russell, one of the owners of Monunent Mi|ls, he
recounted the Cotton M Ils devel opnent. Mss Ruth Church christened the Monunent Power
Plant and the Sluice gates were closed by Ellis Ranmsdel|l at 2:10 p.m \ater ran over
tne spill way by 4:00 p.m The plant supplied Ivifonunent Mi|ls and later part of Stock-
bridge with power until 1946.

Tne 13.32 acres bordering the Housatonic River which conprise thed endale Power Plant
property should be considered t ohave potential for the presence of prehistoric archaeo-
logical sites. The Housatonic River is the heart of the major drainage systemi n

west ern Massachusetts, and as such, is bordered by a dense concentration of prehistoric
sites. The elevated lands along the Housatonic River within the bounds of the G endal e
Power Plant property nmay contain prehistoric archaeol ogical sites previously unknown.
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and water ri ?hts cover an area encl osed southerly fron the dendale M ddl e Road Bri dge
along Conrail, N., NH, andHartford railroad right of way. Abutting the Gavel Pit
lot; Ezra Dresser's Farm Lahey Evans Schneyer, Roeder, Ezequelle; former @ endale Vol en

tCf]n.; fotrrrer Chaffee & Cal | endar Paper @. toapoint REC 909. 1.5 X2 BG northerlyto
e center.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

[T mo | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HI8-ri’\Dir*AI Boston, Massachusetts
lOlUniOML. 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
My 3, 1982

Ns. Grol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Regi ster of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

Véshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Sl

Enclosed is the revised National Register nomnation formfor the

d endal e Pover House which vas returned to us for addltlonal i nformation
on April 2, 1982 W have clarified section 8 par qrap Zasrequested
by Jean Travers of your staff. W hope that this will prove sufficient
to have this property, which has already been determned eligible, listed
in the National Register.

Sincerely,

Candace Jertkinsy
Registratidin Director

CJimy

Enclosure

RECHVED

(i, NATIONAL ~ --1'
X-ji..  REGISTER



