TH- CBD 501

BOSTON LANDIyUCS COMMISSON  Building Informatioa Fom Form No. Area CBD
NR  IndTyN—F

ADDRESS 48 Boylston StCQEATaniworth St.

NAMEBoston Young Men's Christian Union - same

present original
MAP No. 24N/12E 3B AREA Theatre District
TN, _
DATE 1875 - Bradlee Drawings - Athenaeum
source
(Pkoto) ARCHITECT ~.J. Bradlee

WT Winslow source
BUILDER Morton & Chesley

/ source
OMR B.Y.M.C.U, same
A atiginal present
RHOTOERARHS

Ward 3. Parcel 4893, UTM# 19/329970A 690700

(Ind. Ref. #)
TYFE (residential) single double row 2-fam. 3-deck ten  apt.
(non-residentiaTL.

NO. CF STORES (1st to comice) 5 plus
ROCF flat cunola dormers

MATERALS (Frame) clapboards shinole? gturrn asphalt asbestos alum/vinyl
(Other) (brick) ~fione-granite ;"~concrete iron/steel/alum.
;or facade sandstong?

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
L-shaped institutional structure in High Victorian Gothic style;
i-vn-part facade with main 3-bay mass with ground floor storefront
sand side dock tower and ground floor entry that projects slightly
frnrn fa*~rlo pT;nnp™  wighly riprnr;AtiVP rind polychrome elevation.

EXTERIOR ALTERATION  minor ( moderate) drastic clock tower removed 1927

QNOTIONgoo fair poor_ LO AREA sq. feet
NOBARHY S TE GARACIER ST GS
J L
Boyl sTon'
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SANHCANE (cont'd on reverse) The Union was
founded i n 1851 by Harvard stuaents as a
'5j biblical christian literature discussion
group and evolved into a reiiowship xnstitu-
tion; especially for youths i npursuit of
careers who flocked tothecities m the
PR'N. IG5 later 19t hcentury. They occupied several
structures before building theBoylston St.
i."Bi> structure. The site was chosen for its "'
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*Moved; date i f known

Thames (check as may as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Sciefce/

The Arts settlement

Commace Industry

Communication Military A tarian

Community/ Political e.rtation
development

Significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
central location and proximity to many residential neighborhoods,
and the building contained retail ground floor space (initially
leased to a bank), an auditorium, library, gymnaisium, social and
game rooms, and Union offices, Bradlee & Winslow were selected
as architects, an obvious choice because Bradlee himself was a
life member and brother of a founder. The building is architecturally
significant as the most accomplished example in the High Victorian
Gothic style remaining in the Central Business District. Bradlee's
firm designed hundreds of structures, many in the CBD; however, few
reamin there. The BYMQU originally formed a cluster with the 1867
Masonic Temple and Boylston Hotel, both in the High Victorian Gothic
style. The style's popularity as well, perhaps, as its ecclesi-
astical overtones, befitted the image of a Christian service, fre
fellowship-oriented institution for young middle class workingmen.
The Union remains as one of a dozen remaining High Victorian Gothic
structures and one of very few built for non-commercial uses. <

Preservation Consideration (accessibility, re-use possibilities, capacity
for public use and enjoyment, protection, utilities, context)

Designated a Landniark by Boston Landmarks Commission-
Accessibility remains due to continued historic use;, open
to membership which essentially is public.

Recommended for National Register listing (individual)

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's
records, early maps, etc.)

BYMCU Study Report, Boston Landmarks Commission, 10/27/77,
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets. Section 9 UV| N]- \E:FD
10. Geographical Data AR NO VERILO

. see individual and area forms
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle snaic 1"-25.000 '
UMT References
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z  Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary Of the Theatre Area starts at a

oint on Washington St., 520" south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point

it

uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart
treet. From thence it follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St.,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

. . o . by Panela Fox
nameftte Candace Jenkins, Registration Oirector Bost on Landnar ks Gonmissi O
organization iv|a;;sachii<;pt.t?; Hi5;t.nriral Commi?;?;ion date
street & number 294 Washington street telephone  ("17) 727-8470
Boston, VA 02108

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state isi.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fort\)Aiy* the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title ' date

|PPINIRS use only
hereby certify-ttjat this oroRertv is inclwde«f in the National Register

«fJceeper af Uie National Refaister

Attest: _{utl UI ,

Anhietof Registration

GPO 938 835
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United States Depaiftment of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272
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