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Community Building

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Columbus Junction School 1882-1920

STREET AND NUMBER:

122 East Maple (just east of Main Street)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

CITY OR TOWN:

Columbus Junction
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Columbus Junction Community Building, formerly the Columbus
Junction School, is a two-story brick building composed of one
large block with one wing on the south side. The broad cornice
below the hip roof is supported on diagonal brackets. Star

clamps indicating tie rods are visible on the exterior and one

on the interior. The glass of the sash windows is the original.
The voussiors of the window arches are of brick and limestone. The
- interior has been subdivided (probably in the 194Q's) by modern
partitions but the original layout visibly consisted of three

large rooms on the first floor, and three on the second plus two
smaller rooms which may have served as offices. The doors,
hardware and woodwork, including the walnut newel post and rail
bannister on the centrally located stairway, are original. Ceilings
in all the rooms are high except in the east portion of the first
floor where the ceiling was lowered for the present day library
facility.

The entire structure was damaged in a fire in the 1960's but only the
second story rooms have not been restored to working conditions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Columbus Junction Community Building, one of the very first
brick buildings in Columbus Junction, has served gs a vital part
of community affairs since its erection in 1882¥” This two story
brick building with prominent belfry served as a school housg—
until 1919 or 1920 and continued to be used for community
gatherings after WPA repairs and rendiyations. No knowledge has
been preserved of the architects' namés or the origin of the
materials used in the building, but since the brick seems to be
of finer quality than other local brick, it is assumed that much
of the material was imported from another location. The design
of the building indicates a well-preserved example of a local
vernacular style built to suit the specific needs of a certain
function (education) for a community of a certain size. The
dominant simplicity of the whole is enhanced by the flourish of
such details as the belfry (non-extant) and the carving of the
interior stairway bannister. This building still serves as a
community building and houses a well-used library and meeting
room.




History of Louisa County, Volume I
Arthur Springer
Pub. S. J. Clarke, Chicago, I1linois
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NAME AND TITLE: . ﬁ [I\ Qe
Mrs. G. Lyle (Nell) Weber, Chairman

ORGANIZATION DATE

Community Center Board October 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

903 Main Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set [/{/l

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended [ -
Director, Office of Archeology and Histffic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:
National (7] State Local 174

Name % L A MM/] Date //4[/75

ATTEST: £
Title M@—% , /7 ’
Date 7,//3// H3 Date 8?/ & 7 3

GPO 931.894

pivl

/5/(,;73-‘1(\

45705CC

33

SNOILODONAHALSNI

(o



