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1. a me 

historic Pfeiffer HaJJse and Carriage Ha11Se 

and/or common Janes House and Barn 

2 . ion 

street & number lOth & Cherry Streets 

.... ,. .... - ·· ....... } 
- .. ·~- ~ . ·- ---' ._._ ' .. ~ 

For NPS use only 

date entered 

N/ fL_ not for publication 

city, town Piggott N/ fl_ vicinity of ..ee11g t essio::al distliet: 

state Ark ansas 

3 . Classification 
Category 
_ district 
---X... bui lding(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 

----both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

code 

_ being considered 

05 county Clay 

S~~tus Present Use 
_P.._ occupied House . _agriculture 
___x_ unoccupied earn age_ commercial 
_ work in progress Hous.e_ educational 
Accessible _ entertainment 
---:X- yes: restricted _ government 
_yes: unrestricted _industrial 
_no _military 

4 . Owner of Property 

name Mrs Thomas .Janes 

street & number 1 Qth & Cherry Streets 

code 

_ museum 
_park 

021 

JL_ private residence House 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_transportation Carri a ~e 
_x_ other: House-Storage 

city, town Piggott N/ A vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clay County Courthouse 

street & number Courthouse Square 

city, town Piggott state Arkansas 

6. epresentation in Existing Surveys 

title N/A X _yes _no has this property been determined eligible? 
-------------------------------------------
date N/A N.tJL federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city , town state 



Condition 
_ excellent _ deteriorated 
_x_ good House _ ru ins 
_L fai; Carriage__ unexposed 

Ho11se 

Check one 
_x_ unaltered 
!X_ altered 

Check one 
____X_ orig ina l s ite 
_ moved date _N__:/_A _________ _ 

*-Carriage House 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Visua"ll y shielded from Cherry Street by generous screen pl anting inc l udi ng a ~~ow of p· nes , 
the Pfeiffer House and Carriage House occupy an entire bloc !~ , a one-acre large site, in 
t he residential section of Piggott, a rural town located in the northeast corner of 
Arkansas. The house is situated on the southeast corner of the property, across the 
street from t he local elementary school, with the carriage house, commonly referred to 
as "the barn", set back on the northwest extremity of the lot. Built in 1910 by 
J.D. Templeton and acquired by the Pfeiffer family just four year later, the house 
reflects an interest in .the Colonial Revival style of its period. This two-story \•JOod 
frame house, raised slightly above grade on brick piers (original to t he structure) 
and a concrete block foundation wall (constructed circa 1950), is characterized by 
the slightly asymmetrical, boxlike massing typical of this type of house in central 
and eastern Arkansas. It is faced with horizontal weatherboard, enriched by corner 
boards and cornice mouldings, and capped by a hip roof with cross gables. The "barn'', 
built the same year as the house, is a simple wood frame structure well suited to its 
original function as a carriage house and stable. 

The principal (east) elevation of the house is the most architecturall y illmbitious of 
the bui lding's facades, possessing a number of features that convey the essence of jts 
Colonial Rev ival i nspired esthetic. The northeast corner of this elevation projects 
slightly forward un der a cross gable with boxed returns that articulate the roof line 
and decorative attic vent that embeliishes the gable. The first floor of th is part . 
of the elevation features a projecting rectangular shed-roofed window bay; a single 
window pierces the second floor facade. The projecting northeast corner is offset by 
the one-story porch that wraps around the southeast corner of the house, embracing 
the corner with a swee~ing curve. · Steps originally made of wood repl&ced circa 1950 
by poured concrete leading up to the porch follow the lines of this curve. The porch 
is supported on simple Tuscan-like columns which carry an unembellished frieze. A 
boxed cornice punctuates the porch's shed roof. The turned balusters that comprise t he 
porch railing are repeated in the balustrade of the second floor balcony which extends 
from the projecting bay to the southern edge of the house. Square piers accer.tuate 
the rhythm of this balustrade. Classically deta i led surrounds frame both the balcony 
door and the principal entrance door which is pierced with large oval light and em­
bellished with delicate egg and dart moulding. A continuous frame holding three 
do ubl e-hung one-over-one light window appears to the south of the balcony door and a 
sma ll square window located to the north of the door lights the house's central hall­
way. A single gable-roofed dormer with boxed cornice and articulated pediment pierces 
the roof at the southern side of the front elevation. 

The side (north and south) elevations of the Pfeiffer House reflect the principal 
elevation in detail and proportion. The south elevation is distinguished by the 
continuation of the front porch. The two-story gable-roofed bulk of the house rises 
behind this element and features the peak of one of the house's cross gables with its 
boxed returns. The north elevation of the building is a three-bay affair with a center 
gable-roofed bay projecting slightly beyond the flanking walls. Articulated much in 
the same way as the other gable en ~ s of the house, this central bay is enriched by 
its promi nent boxed gable returns and their relationship to the cornice moulding 
below. An exterior brick chimney with corbeled cap appears directly to the east 
of the center bay. Rectangular one-over-one light double hung windows in the side 
el evations reiterate the design of the front windows. 
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The rear (west) f acade of the house is characterized by th e contras t between t he t~o ­
sto ry component of the house and a one-story hi p- r oofed ki t chen \'ling 1·1 ith a cros s - ~ a ci e 
roofed al~m . Th oug h t his element is ori gi nal to the building , 2 oth er one-s t ory ele :ne:< -'­
l ocated at the southwest cor ner of the house is a circa 1950 addi ti on . 

Attention t o de tail in the ori ginal one-story rear section i s i mpr essive and harmonio:1s 
wi th t hat of the enti re house. Again, returns and cornice mou ld in gs art icul at e the 
broad west gabl e end of the ho use and a squar e ven t penet rates the gab le attic. 

In plan, t he Pfeiffe r House cons i sts of a series of dwelling r ooms surrounding a ce n t ~ a ~ 
s tair . The sta ir's pa ne led nel'lel posts and balustrade are qui t e si mpl e an d l~e ctil in e ar 
with pr oporti onately heavy pendants embe l lishi ng t he stairwell . Thi s feat ure of t he 
house has a dis t in ct i vel y cr af tsman-influenced chara cter not s ugges ted by t he builc i n~'s 
exte r i or. Pressed meta 1 cei 1 i ngs in a variety of patte1·ns apo ear in every l"OOm of : r e 
house. The ext ent to which the se ceilings were employed i s unusua l in Ark ansas resi ­
de ntial arch i t ectu re and is vi sua l ly overwhel mi ng . 

Al though i t has been sl i ghtl y al t ered an d it presen tl y s e rv~ s as a stora~e fac i lit~ a~~ 
~e.rct;e , t he Pfeiffer "ban1" cleal·ly recall s its or i ginal funct; ::-n as a Cc!T·a ; e ··cse. 
~t ~s a si mp l e , ess ent i ally re ct an gular struct ure fa ced with l o~g ~eatnered, ver:ic ~ -Y 
hung r·andom-1ength cypH~ss boa r-ds and covered with a she d roof th ct t ge ntly s lopes c: ·.-:aJ 
h om t he "barn's" f ront (east ) el evation. Ori gi na ll y, the upper l eve l of t he bu i l cirg 
wa s a hay loft . 

At ground level , a central pen ta g on - shape~ opening le ads to the ce nt r al pass age that 
bisects the s tructure on an ea s t / west axis , · A single openi ng t o t he south el evati on 
offers access to the original staff ar~a. The only other original open i ngs in th e 
str uc t ure are a small window t hat appears on the front el eva tion in t he staff are a 
and doors t o th e original loft and harness room that we re once use d for t ra nsp orti ng 
hay . 

A narrow wood s t air at the northeast corner of the front elevat i on l eads to the lo ft 
entrance , About 1920 . this lof t space was r emodeled into a one - room, spli t- l evel · 
apartment. The lower level of t he apartment, situated above t he northern half of 
t he first floor stable, functioned as a living room while the upper level , t he sou th 
half of the space, pr ovided a sleeping alcove and kitchen with a separate partitioned 
bathroom. Ra ndomly placed win dow openings were cut into the bu ilding to service t he 
apartment during the 1920 renovation. The loft space , thoug h de terior ating, remai ns 
much the same today as it did in the 1920s, A new roof placed over the structure in 
1978 affords the old carriage ho use some additional protection an d preserva t i on. 
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Period 
_ prehis to ric 
-1400-1 499 
-1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
-1700-1799 
- 1800-1899 
_L_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
-archeology-prehistori c _ commun:ty plann ing _landscape archi tecture _ religion 
_ archeology-histor ic _conservat ion _ law _ sc ience 
_agricultu re _econom ics __!_ lite rature _ scu lptu re 
_architecture _ educat ion _military _ social 
- art -engineeri ng _ m usic humanitarian 
_commerce _ explora ti on settlement _philosophy _theater 
_com municat ions _indust ry _ po litics ·government _transportat ion 

_inventio n _ other (specify) 

Spec ific dates 192 7-1940 Builder/Architect Unk nown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SUJ·4'1ARY 

The Pfei ffer Ho use and carriage house in Piggott r epresents a significant link 
between Arkansas and the famous American nove list and Nobel Pr ize for Lite rature 
winner, Ernest Hemingway. From 1927 to 1940 Hemingway was married to Pauline 
Pfeiffer of Pi ggott and frequently visited i n this house, the home of Pauline's 
parents. On e~ te n ded visits, the author .used t he remodele d carriage house as a 
writi ng s tud io and there i n the winter of 1928 he wrote much of hi s accl ai med 
second novel , A farewell to Arms. The per i od of si gn ificance extends from 1927 
to 1940, the durati on of Pauline and Ernes t ' s marriage, beca use t he financial 
support provided by Pauline and the wealthy Pfeiffe r fami le, ex pecially Pauli ne 's 
Unc le Gus. wa s ext r emel y i ~oortant to Hem insway in this s tage of his mature creat i ve 

E ,::,E RATION 
.. 

Pau line Pfeiffer attended Catholic schools in St. Lo uis and gr aduated from t he Un i ver s i ty 
of f11iss souri at Co l umb ia v·lith a degree i n jo'Jrnalism. In 1926 she met Ernest Heming\·iay 
in Pari s , v1here she was living while on as s ignment as a f as hion writerforYogue mcgazine. 
The Pfeiffers were an ardent Catholic fami ly and Ernest converted to Catholicism in 
order to mar ry Pauline shortly after his di vorce from his f i rst wife in J92J. Pa uli ne 
had t wo sons, Patrick and Gregory, during t heir twelve year marriage. 

Pau li ne' s father, Paul Pfeiffer owned large l and holdings i n the fertile bottomlands 
around Piggott , and he and his brother Gus Pfeiffe r (who had a controlling interest 
in Richatd Hu dnut perfumes) had established the Pi ggott Custom Gin Company . Pa ul i ne ' s 
wea lth and t he generosity of her family were an importan t fac tor in this peri od of 
Hemingway 's life because, according to hi s biographers, Hemi ngway became viturally 
free of money worries for the first time in his life. Uncle Gus couldn't have been 
more generous. He paid the rent for an apar tment in Paris, supplied the purchase 
price for the couple's Key West House, fi nanced elk hunti ng trips to Montana, set 
up trust funds for the two young sons (and Hemingway's son by his first wife as wel l ) 
and most important, financed Hemingways first African safari, out of which he gleaned 
material for his book The Green Hills of Afr ica. 

The Pfeiffer family main.tained close ties an d the Hemingways sometimes stayed for 
extended periods in Piggott. Virginia, Pa ul ine's sister, had · remodeled the upper 
level of the carriage house into a studio and Ernest, fi nding ita quiet place 
conduci ve t o creativity, often slept and 1·rrote there durin g visits to Piggott. 
It vJa s in t he carriage house in ~..he winter of 1928 that he wr ote much .of his 
acclai med second novel A Farewell to Arms, w-1hich he late r de dicated to Gus 
Pfe i f fe r . 
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1. Form ared By 

_!'lame/title Ethe 1 Goodstei n. Architectural Histori an, Jean Sizemore, Historian 

organization Arka nsas Historic Preservation Program date March. 1982 

street&numberSuite 500 Continental Building telephone 501 371-2763 

cityortown Little Roack state Arkansas 

12.. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X _ national __ state _ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set f e Natiopal ark Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer date 3/23/82 

For NPS use oniy 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest : date 

Chief of Registration 
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Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Pnone : (501) 371-2763 

Re: National Register Nominations for: 

Dear Carol: 

Taborian Hall, Little Rock 
Termi nal Warehouse, Little Rock 
Pfei ffe r House and Carriage Rouse,. 
Pig gott, Arkansas 

Fran klin County Jail, Ozark 
Frith- Plunkett House, Des Arc 
Appl egate Drugstore, Rogers 

We are enclosing for your review six nominations for individual properties 
for the National Register of Historic Places. 7he properties are: . 
Taborian Hall, Little Rock; Terminal Warehouse, Little Rock; Pfeiffer House 
and carriage house, Piggott; Franklin County Jail, Ozark; Frith-Plunkett 
House, Des Arc; and Applegate Drugstore, Roge r s, Arkansas. The Arkansas 
Historic Preservation Program has complied with all applicable nominating 
procedures and notification requirements in t he nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter . 

Enclosure 

WS/js ' ,.,-·. 
'· ·: . 

'· 

A Division of the Deportme n of Nature! & c ~ h~r ol Her itage 

An Equal Opportunity Em ploy er 

'· 
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Famil y members recall Hemingway's swapping tales with local men around a potbellied 
stove in the back of Reeves Drugstore, undoubtedly taking mental notes for future 
stories. In general, though, his contact with local townspeople was l i ~ited because 
his Bohemian appearance-- full beard, sandals, infm~mal attire-- causedmost of 
them to regard the author somewhat suspiciously. 

As is well known, Hemingway was an enthusiastic outdoorsman and spor ts such as hunting 
and f ishing are i mportant themes in his vJOrks. He enjoyed t he countrys ide around 
Piggott, of ten go ing quail and duck huntin~ with Pauline's fa ily and with a few local 
me n. The area was renowned for good quail hunting. and Hemi ngvJay shot his fi l~ s t 
quail there. His letters reveal an affection for the area . In one of them, written 
on a g 1 oomy Febr_uary day in Paris i. n 1934, he wrote of hi_s fe!'Vent wishes to be out 
cf tha~ city. "Me, I 1 ike it better out on the ranch, or in Pi ggott, A ·kansas i n 
the f all, or in Key West ." 

Some f Hemingway's biographers feel t hat the Jast years of his marria;e t o Pau line 
v1er:=: u'ih2PPY cnes and point to evidence in his ficti on that his estxc:n s; .::--ent +l·om her 
" ' S r: i :a ted, c.t least in part, by resentment of her \':ealth and her de~ire ~W a 

.. ·;-:·~:; iifestyle. Both "The Short Happy life of Francis r<-:Co1rber" c:··d 'T .e 
Sr:Ci\·.'s ::.7 Kil_imanjaro" depict bad marriages held together by a des pic c:ble finan cial 
bindi ng . 

The pe r i od of signifi cance for the Pfei. ffer property ext ends from 1927 to 1940, t he 
entire duration 6f Hemingway's marriage to Pau]i_ne. This partial exce ption to the 
fifty-years old criterion seems amply justified in vievJ of t he outstanding contri­
bu tion to American literature of Hemingway, who had been termed the most influential 
writer of his generation, and the importance of the association with the Pfeiffer 
family in furthering Hemingway's career. 
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Davidson, Scott. By Force of Will: Life & Art of Ernest Hemingway. New York, _977. 

Miller, Madeline Hemingway. Ernie; Ernest Hemingway's Sister Sunny Remembers7 
New York , 1975 . Crown Publishing Company, Inc. N.Y. 1975. 

Roden, Mi ke. "Papa at Piggott." Arkansan, March 1980, p. 19-21. 

Cox, I rene - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976. 
Hampton, Ralph - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976. 
Janes , Bea - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976. 
McNei l , May - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976. 
Pfeiffer , Karl & Matilda - Personal interview in Pi ggott, November 6, 1976. 
Spa ns e, A1iene - Per sonal inter view in Pi ggot t , November 6 , 1976 . 
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1. Name 

historic Pfeiffer House and Carriage Ha11se 

and/or common Janes Hayse and Barn 

2. Location 

street & number lOth & Cherry Streets 

For NPS UH only 

received 1AR S 1 1982 

dJfftrtrfJSz 

N/ fL_ not for publication 

city, town Piggott N/ 8._ vicinity of ••: :g: cssioa cal dlsli iet 

state Arkansas 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
__){_ bullding(s) 
_structure 
_ site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
.N,L'Ain process 

code 

_ being considered 

05 county Clay 

S'411tus Present Use 
_X_ occupied House _ agriculture 
---.1_ unoccupied Carriage_ commercial 
_work in progress Hous_e_ educational 
Accessible _ entertainment 
--::X- yes: restricted _ government 
_yes: unrestricted _industrial 
_no _military 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mrs Thomas Janes 

street & number 10th & Cherry Streets 

code 

_museum 
_park 

021 

-X- private residence House 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation Carriage 
_x_ other: House-Storage 

city, town Piggott N/ A vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clay County Courthouse 

street & number Courthouse Square 

city, town Piggott state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N/A 

date N/A 

depository for survey records 

city, town 

has this property been determined eligible? 
X _ yes _ no 

N.fA. federal _ state _ county _ local 

state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent _ deteriorated 
_x_ good House _ ruins 
_J{_ fair Ca.rri age..._ unexposed 

House · 

Check one 
_x_ unaltered 
~altered 

Check one 
_x original site 
_ moved date _N_/_A _ _ _ _ ____ _ 

*.-Carriage House 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Visually shielded from Cherry Street by generous screen planting includirrg a row of pines, 
the Pfeiffer House and Carriage House occupy an entire block, a one-acre large site, in 
the residential section of Piggott, a rural town located in the northeast corner of 
Arkansas. The house is situated on the southeast corner of the property, across the 
street from the local elementary school, with the carriage house, commonly referred to 
as ''the barn", set back on the northwest extremity of the lot. Built in 1910 by 
J.D. Templeton and acquired by the Pfeiffer family just four year later, the house 
reflects an interest in .the Colonial Revival style of its period. This two-story wood 
frcune house, raised slightly above grade on brick .piers (original to the structure) 
and a concrete block foundation wall (constructed circa 1950), is characterized by 
the slightly asymmetrical, bo.:xlike massing typical of this type of house in central 
and eastern Arkansas. It is faced with horizontal weatherboard, enriched by corner 
boards and cornice mouldings, and c·apped by a hip roof with cross gables. The "barn", 
built the same year as the house, is a simple wood frame structure well suited to its 
original function as a carriage house and stable. 

The principal (east) elevation of the house is the most architecturally ambitious of 
the building's facades, possessing a number of features that convey the essence of its 
Colonial Revival inspired esthetic. The northeast corner of this elevation projects 
slightly forward under a cross gable ""'ith boxed returns that articulate the roof line 
and decorative attic vent that embellishes the gable. The first floor of this part 
of the elevation features a projecting rectangular shed.- roofed window bay; a single 
window pierces the second floor facade. The projecting northeast corner is offset by 
the one-story porch that wraps around the southeast corner of the house, embracing 
t he corner with a sweeping curve . · Steps originally made of wood replaced circa 1950 
by poured concrete leading up to the porch follow the lines of this curve. The porch 
is supported on simple Tuscan-like columns which carry an unembellished frieze. A 
boxed cornice punctuates the porch's shed roof. The turned balusters that comprise the 
porch railing are repeated in the balustrade of the second floor balcony which extends 
from the projecting bay to the southern ·edge of the house. Square piers accentuate 
the rhythm of this balustrade. Classically detailed surrounds frame both the balcony 
door and the principal entrance door which is pierced with large oval light and em­
bellished with delicate egg and dart moulding. A continuous frame holding three 
double-hung one-over-one light window appears to the south of the balcony door and a 
small square window located to the north of the door lights the house's central hall­
way. A single gable-roofed dormer with ·boxed cornice and articulated pediment pierces 
the roof at the southern side of the front elevation. 

The side (north and south) elevations of the Pfeiffer House reflect the principal 
elevation in detail and proportion. The south elevation is distinguished by the 
continuation of the front porch. The two-story gable-roofed bulk of the house rises 
behind this element and features the peak of one of the house's cross gables with its 
boxed returns. The north elevation of the building is a three-bay affair with a center 
gable-roofed bay projecting slightly beyond the flanking walls. Articulated much in 
the same way as the other gable ends of the house, this central bay is enriched by 
its prominent boxed gable returns and their relationship to the cornice moulding 
below. An exterior brick chimney with corbeled cap appears directly to the east 
of the center bay. Rectangular one-over-one light double hung windows in the side 
elevations reiterate the design of the front windows. 
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The rear (west) facade of the house is characterized by the contrast between the two­
story component of the house and a one-story hip-roofed kitchen wing with a cross-gable 
roofed arm. Though this element is original to the building, another one-story element 
located at the southwest corner of the house is a circa 1950 addition . 

Attention to detail in the original one~story rear section is impressive and harmonious 
with that of the entire house. Again, returns and cornice mouldings articulate the 
broad west gable end of the house and a square vent penetrates the gable attic. 

In plan, the Pfeiffer House consists of a series of dwelling rooms surrounding a central 
stair. The stair's paneled newel posts and balustrade are quite simple and rectilinear 
with proportionately heavy pendants embellishing the stairwell. This feature of the 
house has a distinctively craftsman-influenced character not suggested by the building's 
exterior. Pressed meta 1 ceilings in a variety of patterns appear in every room of the 
house , The extent to which these cei.lings were employed i.s unus.ual in Arkansas resi­
dential archi.tecture and is visually overwhelming. 

Although it has been sligbtly altered and it presently serves as a storage faci.lity and 
garage, the Pfeiffer "barn" clearly recalls its original function as a carri.age house. 
It is a simple? essentially rectangular structure faced with long weathered, vertically 
hung random length cypress boards and covered with a shed roof that gently slopes away 
from the "barn's" front (east) elevation. Ori.ginally, the upper level of the building 
was a hay 1oft. 

At ground JeveJ, a central pentagon-shaperl opening leads to the central passage that 
bisects the structure on an east/west axis , · A single opening to the south elevation 
offers access to the original staff ar~a. The only other original openings in the 
structure are a small window that appears on the front elevation in ~be staff area 
and doors to the original loft and harness room that were once used for transporting 
hay. 

A narrow wood stai.r at the northeast corner of the front elevation leads to the loft 
entrance , About 1920, this loft space was .remodeled into a one-room, split,.JeveJ 
apartment. The lower level of the apartment, situated above the northern half of 
the first floo..r stable, functioned as a living room while the upper level, the south 
half of the space, provided a sleeping alcove and kitchen wi.th a separate pa..rti.tioned 
bathroom. Randomly placed window openings we..re cut into the building to service the 
apartment during the 1920 renovation, The loft space, though deteriorating, .remains 
much the same today as it did in the 1920s, A new .roof placed over the structure in 
19]8 affords the ola carriage house some additional protection and preservation. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_140~1499 

._150~1599 
_160~1699 

_170~1799 

_180~1899 

_x_ 190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture _ religion 
_archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics ___l_ literature _ sculpture 
_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 192 7 -l940 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Pfeiffer House and carriage house in Piggott represents a significant link 
between Arkansas and the famous American novelist and Nobel Prize for Literature 
winner, Ernest Hemingway. From 1927 to 1940 Hemingway was married to Pauline 
Pfeiffer of Piggott and frequently visited in this house, the home of Pauline's 
parents. On extended visits, the author. _used the remodeled carriage house as a 
writing studio and there in the winter of 1928 he wrote much of his ace lai med 
second novel, A farewell to Arms. The period of significance extends from 1927 
to 1940, the duration of Pauline and Ernest's marriage, because the financial 
sup port provided by Pauline and the wealthy Pfeiffer famil e, expeci ally Pauline's 
Uncle Gus, was extremely important to Hemingway in this stage of his mature creative 
1 ife. 

ELABORATION 

Pauline Pfeiffer attended Catholic schools in St. Louis and graduated from the University 
of Misssouri at Columbia with a degree in journalism. In 1926 she met Ernest Hemingway 
in Paris, where she was living while on assignment as a fashion writer for .Vogue magazine. 
The Pfeiffers were an ardent Catholic family and Ernest converted to Catholicism in 
order to marry Pauline shortly after his divorce from his first wife in ~927. Pauline 
had two sons, Patrick and Gregory, during their twelve year marriage. 

Pauline's father, Paul Pfeiffer owned large land holdings in the fertile bottomlands 
around Piggott, and he and his brother Gus Pfeiffer (who had a controlling interest 
in Richard Hudnut perfumes) had established the Piggott Custom Gin Company , . Pauline's 
wealth and the generosity of her family were an important factor in this period of 
Hemingway's life because, according to his biographers, Hemingway became viturally 
free of money worries for the first time in his life. Uncle Gus couldn't have been 
more generous. He paid the rent for an apartment in Paris, supplied the purchase 
price for the couple's Key West House, financed elk hunting trips to Montana, set 
up trust funds for the two young sons (and Hemingway's son by his first wife as well) 
and most important, financed Hemingways first African safari, out of which he gleaned 
material for his book The Green Hills of Africa. 

The Pfeiffer family maintained close ties and the Hemingways sometimes stayed for 
extended periods in Piggott . Virginia, Pauline's sister, had;remodeled the upper 
level of the carriage house into a studio and Ernest, finding ita quiet place 
conducive to creativity, often slept and wrote there during visits to Piggott. 
It was in the carriage house in the winter of 1928 that he wrote much .of his 
acclaimed second novel A Farewell to Arms, which he later dedicated to Gus 
Pfeiffer. 
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Family members recall Hemingway's swapping tales with local men around a potbellied 
stoye in the back of Reeves Drugstore, undoubtedly taking mental notes for future 
stories , In general , though, his contact with local townspeople was limited because 
his Bohemian appearance ~- full beard, sandals , informal attire -- causedmost of 
them to regard the author somewhat suspiciously . 

As i.s well known, Hemingway was an enthusiastic outdoorsman and sports s_uch as hunting 
and fishing are 1mportant themes in his works. He enjoyed the countryside aro~nd 
Piggott, often going quail and Cluck hunting with Pauli.ne'·s family and with a few local 
men . The area was renowned for good quail hunting, and Hemingway shot his first 
quail there , His letters reveal an affection for the area . In one of them , written 
on a gloomy Febr_uary day i_n Paris i. n 1934 ~ he wrote of his fervent wishes to be out 
of that city , "Me, I Hke H better out on the ranch, or in Piggott, Arkansas in 
the fall, or in Key West .'' 

Some of I:Jemingway's biographers fee] that the Jast years of ht s marrtage to Pauline 
were unhappy ones and point to evidence in hi.s fi.cti.on that his estrangement from her 
was motivated , at ]east in part, by resentment of her wealth and her desire for a 
tuxurio~s lifestyle. Both "The Short Happy Life of Francis .McCo]lJber" and "The 
Snows of Kilimanjaro'' depict bad marri.ages held together by a despicable fi.nancial 
oinding . 

The period of si.gnificance for the Pfei_ffer property extends from 1927 to J940 , the 
entire duration of Hemi.ngway 1s marriage to PauJi,ne , This partial exception to the 
fifty~years old criterion seems amply justified i.n view of the o~tstanding contri­
bution to American literature of Hemingway, who had been termed the most influential 
writer of his generation , and the importance of the association with the Pfei,ffer 
family in f~rthering Hemingway ' s career. 
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JAMES MORRIS, lolA YOR CitY 0~ PIGGOtt 
MONEDITH WRIGHT, CLERK/TREASURER 

C. W. KNAUTS, CITY ATTORNEY 

November 3, 1980 

Ms. Joan Baldridge 

P. 0. BOX 96 

Piggott, Arkansas 72ll5ll 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Main 
Little Rock, Ar. 72201 

Dear Ms. Baldridge, 

Rec~c·v·Eo 
Nuv 0 i;;ou 

AHpp 

I am very pleased the State Review Committee is 

considering the Pfeiffer property for nomination to 

the National Register of Historic Places. 

We are very pr•Jud to have this part of history 

evident in Piggott. Many people are interested in 

this part of Mr. Hemingway's _past. Maybe this will 

be the beginning of something worthwhile being done 

with the property. 

ss/JM 

s·ncerely, 

mes Morr?!:l ~ 
ity of Piggott 

Piggott, Ar. 72454 

BOARD OF ALDERMEN : 

DONALD FOSTER 

JUNIOR HARRIS 

JOE JOHNSON 

HILLARD DUCKWORTH 



Mr. Wilson Stiles 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham & Main Streets 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Dear Mr. Stiles: 

This will confirm that I am fully aware of the effects of listing a 
property in the National Register of Historic Places. I recognize 
that, under the National Historic Preservation Act, I am entitled 
to Dbject to the proposed listing of my property by a notarized 
written statement. If I am the sole owner and I object, ·my property 
will not be listed. If there are multiple owners of this property 
and a majority of the owners object, the property will not be listed. 

Following is the name and adress of my property. 

I hereby waive my right to object to the proposed listing and notify 
you that I request that my property be listed in the National Register 
at the earliest possible date. 

Sincerely, 

1J1M,~~4/ 
Owner of Record ! Date 
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Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
440 G Street, N.W. 

Pnone (501) 371-2763 

Washington, D.C. 20240 
Re: National Regi~ter Nomi nations for: 

. Taborian Hall, Little Rock 
Terminal Warehouse, Little Rock 
Pfeiffer House and Carriage house, 

Dear Carol: 

Piggott, Arkansas 
Fra nk lin County Jail, Ozark 
Fr i t h- Plunkett Ho use, Des Arc 
Applegate Drugstore, Rogers 

• We are enclosing for your review six nominations for individual properties 
for the National Register of Historic Places. The properties are: 
Taborian Hall, Little Rock; Terminal Warehouse, Little Rock; Pfeiffer House 
and carriage house, Piggott; _Franklin County Jail, Ozark; Frith-Plunkett 
House, Des Arc; and Applegate Drugstore, Rogers , Arkansas. The Arkansas 
Historic Preservation Program has complied with all applicab le nominating 
procedures and notification requirements in the nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
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