FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET,

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)
staple to left side of form

Photo number

SKETCH MP
Show property's location inrelation
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate
all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection.
Indicate north.

Recorded bv "ead Clark, Ed Lonergan
ed; Margo Wege

OrganizationP-~-'-'"A- Historical Coinmission

Date Jan., 1979; August, 1982

UM Ref: 18/ 699280/ 4664140
Springfield South Quadrangle

Assessor's Nap #402

BOSTON, MA 02108

AREA FORM NO. '

3000 99 |

Town Springfield
K N

A Address  151-157 Chestnuty® 10-20 W nter sts

vUristoric Name

I Owner shi p:

\

| Original Owner: Willy's Overland, Inc.
Use: Present Coinmercial

willy"s Overland Bl ock
Private Individual

Original Auto Sales andService
SR PITON
Dat e 1916
Source Building Permt
Style 20th c. Commerci al
Architect Mills, Rhines, Bellman & Nordhof

Exterior wall fabric brick

Out bui I di ngs "AUA

Major alterations (with dates) MWW

Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage | ess than one acre

Setting Sits directly onstreet line and

forms prom nent corner bl ock.

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Describe i mportant architectural features and
evaluate interms of other buildings within comunity.)

The building nmeets Criteria A anc C of the National Register. | tis associated with
the city's growth as an autonobile center, particularly inthe Apremont Triangle/
Chestnut Street area. | tis a four-story block, 12 bays wide and 12 bays deep and

faced i nbuff-colored brick. Consideringits industrial use, the design conceals

the use behind a facade which | ooks nore comercial i n design. The w ndows are grouped

in fours with decorative spandrel panels between stories to enrich the design. The ex-
terior has had mnimal alteration since it was conpleted and retains its integrity

of location design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. (cont'd)

H STCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE (Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the community.)

willy's Overland Block contributes to the role that Chestnut Street and the , N
Aprenont Triangle played as an area for automobile sales and show oom facilities.

Until about 1915, the area remained largely residential, but with growi ng expansion
pressures fromthe downtown, it was transformedto comercial uses. Wnter Street,

on which one side of the block faces, was devel oped at the sane time for other

auto-related uses. The one-story garages and shops on Wnter Street originally
were all auto-repair shops.

WIlly's Overland began as the Overland Co. i n Indianapolis in 1905. The

firm manufactured one and two-cylinder automobiles. Two years later John N Wlly, -
~an Elmira, NY auto-dealer, acquired the troubled firm and noved it to Toledo, OChio.
Under W Ily's ownership, the Wlly's Overland Co. became a major manufacturer and by
1915 ranked second only to Ford inproduction volume. During this period, Springfield
was selected for a branch plant because of its high nunber of skilled craftsmen

and ranking as an inmportant autonotive center. The new building contained a sal esroom
service station and 1000-car garage. The Conpany distributed WIIys-Knight and Overland
cars and used their facility as one of the largest comercial garages inthe city

until the branch was discontinued in 1921.

Bl BLI O3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Springfield Union; October 16, 1921, Autonobile Section, pp 1-4.
Building Permts

Springfield Street Directories

The Conpl ete Encycl opedia of Mtor Cars, 1885-1968.

QM - 7/82



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccrmuni ty: For mND:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISION Springfield 9
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: willy's overland Block

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below.
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNLFI CANCE  (cont ' d)

It was considered one of the finest buildings of i tskind i nthe East.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVAUJATION / RETURN SHEET

<aiional Parti aarhca

Willy's Ovevlahideiod<i.Cr>owiltuvrn Vmagfield MgLt)

Working H6. A/AAy"~' . A1y
Fad. Rag. Data:_*

Data Dua- /"*Alpi® - IMAIrffr
Action: ACCEPT
r««ubmitsion 2_-
nomination by parson or local govarnmant REJECT
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy:
appaal
Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest appeal NR decision

Raviawar's commants:

Racom. /Criteria
Raviawar
Oisciplina
Data
aaa continuation sheet

Nomination raturnad for:
X technical corrections cited beiow
substantive raasons discussad baiow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

I(«ka

summary paragraph
completeness

ciarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

A”NO. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

oMt mptn” y
<i mm
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

<Oneeri CAIfIAN-A y-AA natP lylzj-~1S-n Phone: 202 272 - 3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



NPS Fonn 10-900-a
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior mvmmmmmimma.

National Park Service For NPS UM only
National Register of Historic Places ANIA
Inventory—Nomination Form 023305050
Continuation sheet Iltem numtaer Page AMEA

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Downtown Springfield Multiple Resource Area

State MA
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
.31. Hibernian  Block Ahpev NYLAMNMASy<MY yliA-
Attest
Entered In tSa ;
N2. Mcintosh Building National Eeglater ‘'/Keeper /pZUAy~-"AAN-N A
Attest
. Entered In t5«
*33 Willy's Overland Block National Eeeiater
Keeper  Y(AANNTAN A WAN
Attest
Bntereif In tSe
Haynes Hotel Waters [latiOJial Eeglateor.  jft"pev ZAANNNANTAACA N hYArd
Bui | ding
Attest
‘A Springfjeld District Miiiatfti® Keeper Auc yU*AyJATAN
Count y
Attest
mbeae3 im kba ry I/
36. Walker Building National  Register fiteeper MWW L X N~y A Y'-AIM
Attest
EntereJ & i A A /A
United Electric Compaty National Eegister fiteeper ,0{A--£X-N<N--yNSyn YATIil)
BuiWing
Attest
*ss. M1<"-8 Building SuoSSte. ANCA M AN
Attest
u39. Springfield Fire & Marine ANEANNI AN ither N LNG-MANMCN YWVAIM
Insurance Company
Attest
y
40. Guenther & Handel's ANMWVWWWWWAtM Kevift* Keeper 'ZKMI XK ANA

Attest
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WIlly's Overland Block (Downtown Springfield M)

Hanpden County
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

alterations integrity

raasons discussad balow



8. Significance

summary paragraph
compieteness
elarity

eppiicabia criteria

justification of areas
checiced

relating significance to
tha rasourca

context

relationship of iritegrity
to significance

justification of exception
othar

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed N Date.
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202

272 - 35
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