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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL, APPEARANCE

"Maybury Hill," built about 1725 and enlarged in 1753? is a two-story 
stone Georgian Farmhouse with gable roof. As built in 1725 the house 
is believed to have been about 3^ -feet wide and 31-feet deep, with a 
detached kitchen building, 13 by 30-feet in size, located a short distance 
to the north. In 1753 the main house was extended to the north and con­ 
nected with the kitchen structure. In its final form Maybury Hill is a 
L-shaped house about 50 -feet wi'e by 31 to Ul-feet deep, and a 13 by 30- 
foot kitchen attached to the north end.

The east (main) facade is five bays wide. Windows are topped by 
flat brick arches; first story windows have panelled shutters and those 
on the second story are adorne r1 by Louvered shutters. The massive walls, 
constructed of field stone, were covered, with concrete on the -exterior 
about 1900 - except for this change, the house is otherwise little- 
altered. The center door opens into a central hall that extends through 
the structure to the rear. The stair is set against the right or north 
wall. To the left of the hall is a single large room, the parlor, which 
occupied the first floor of the 1725 portion of Ihe house. To the right 
in the 1753 addition, are two large rooms, the living room and dining 
room. These rooms have panelled walls, shell cabinets, and exposed 
ceiling beams. The dining room fireplace is faced with tile. The 
floors are of wide boards. Upstairs there are four bedrooms.

The house is in excellent condition. Used as a private residence, 
the building is not open to visitors. The property is marked by a State 
Historical marker which reads:

"Joseph Hewes
Born here 1730, He later moved to North Carolina. 
He signed the Declaration of Independence for that 
State in 1776."
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stone house, built about 1725 and enlarged in 1753? "was the 
birthplace (1730) and boyhood home of Joseph Hewes, a Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence for North Carolina, merchant, and politician. 
The "Maybury Hill Tf is little-altered,Georgian House,and is in excellent 
condition.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Joseph Hewes, 1730-1779

Joseph Hewes was born January 23? 1730 on a farm at the edge of 
Princeton, New Jersey, After finishing his schooling in Princeton he 
was apprenticed to a Philadelphia merchant, then went into business for 
himself, and acquired a comfortable fortune. About 17^0 he moved to 
Edenton, North Carolina, an important shipping and trading center, where 
he resided for the rest of his life. He established there a thriving 
mercantile and shipping business and he never married.

From 1766 to 1775 he was borough member in the North Carolina 
Colonial Assembly. In 1773 he was a member of the committee of corres­ 
pondence and a delegate to all five provincial congresses of North 
Carolina. He served in the Continental Congress from 177^- to 1777. 
In 1775 he was the active member and real head of the committee to fit 
out arme r"! vessels and as chairman of the committee of the marine, was 
in actual fact the first executive head of the navy of the United States. 
He appointed John Paul Jones as officer of the navy and found him a 
ship. In 1776 Hewes spent the entire year in Philadelphia and was a 
member of the secret committee, the committee on claims, and the com­ 
mittee to prepare a plan of confederation. In 1777 he was not reelected 
to Congress. In 1778? however, he was a borough member of the North 
Carolina House of Commons and was returned to the Continental Congress 
in 1779. He regularly worked 12 hours a day without interruption an<§ 
without food and drink, and in consequence his health failed completely. 
He died in Philadelphia on November 10, 1779- He was buried in either 
the Christ Church Burial Ground or the churchyard of Christ Church, 
Philadelphia. His grave site is unknown and unmarked. A monument in 
his honor was erected in 1932 by the Congress of the Unite States at 
the south end of the Green in Edenton.
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Significance (l)
Joseph Hewes Birthplace, 

Maybury Hill

HISTORY OF HOUSE

This stone farmhouse is believed to have been built in 1725, 
rebuilt following a fire in 1735, and enlarged to its present size 
in 1753' Joseph Hewes' father, Arron, leased the farm property 
from Judge Thomas Leonard during the period 1730-1755- The farm­ 
house was renovated by Dr. W. S. Maclaren of Princeton in 1920 
and acquired by the present owners in 1936.


