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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Earle Town House is a handsome late Palladian or Georgian
residence. Its park-like grounds, shaded by old trees and en-
closed by an ivy-covered grillwork fence, feature the sanded

front walk typical of its earlier years, a handsome garden front
entrance of grillwork and brick, an ivy mound approximately 100
years old (built after 1856). One of the trees is a grandiflora
magnolia planted in 1856. A rear garden with fountain is patterned
after Edgar Allan Poe's Richmond, Virginia, garden.

Set 160 feet back from a tree-shaded street, .the residence is a
two-story white frame structure with palnted brick foundatlon.
~Rectangular in design, the house is centered by a gracious front
. door with distinctive glass and woodwork detailing. Rectangular
windows with dark green shutters add to the building's dignified
appearance. On the second story level above the front door is an
identical smaller window; centered over this is the Palladian
window. Double front steps with a grill railing lead from the
ground to a small front stoop. The present west side piazza is
an enlargement of the original one.

Outstanding interior features include hand-carved mantels, fine
woodwork detail around doors and windows, six-paneled doors,

raised paneled dado, white china doorknobs. The high-ceilinged
front room retains the same furnishings given it 150 years ago.

Although not of manorlal extent, the house and its grounds are of
distinctive elegance and graciousness.
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Unusual in date, condition and in situ location for South Carolina's upper
Piedmont region, the Earle Town House, with its unique building and
grounds, is an architectural, historical and aesthetic asset which
historical and architectural groups feel that the city and state can ill
afford to lose. Architecturally distinguished example of a late Georgian
dwelling -~ one of the few extant in upper South Carolina -- the residence
is one of two houses within the city remaining from Greenville's earliest
history. Nearly all other landmarks of the city's early history have been
destroyed.

The Earle House site was originally part of the plantation of the pioneer
Earle family. The family came from Virgimia shortly after the Revolution
and settled in this wooded, Blue Ridge foothills section, which had been
deeded to South Carolina by the Cherokee Indians in 1777. Elias T.
Earle, whose father was an early member of the Virginia House of Burgesses,
was one of the first members of the family in South Carolina, figuring
prominently in the history and development of the Greenville area and of
the state. He was a state senator from Greenville District, a United
States Congressman, a silk grower, a manufacturer, anéfirst Commissioner
ef -Irrdian-Affairs-under—the U.S. poverament. One of the earliest iron-
mongers of the South, he manufactured guns for the War of 1812. He was
also a builder of the great wagon road across the Blue Ridge mountains.

Elias took up his Carolina lands as early as 1787 and acquired his homesite
in 1796. The deed stated that the site was upon lands on which he was

then living. That the home now known as the Earle Town House was built at
least by 1810 is indicated by the 1910 birthday celebration marking its
100th anniversary. (This was attended by people living in Greenville
today). An 1826 will mentions the house. Born in the house was another
leading figure in regional and state development -- Judge and United States
Senator Joseph Haynsworth Earle, great-grandson of Elias T.

Special significance attaches to the central-city location of the park-like
Earle House site and the character of the total Greenville area. A heavily
industrialized city, surrounded by textile mills and mill villages, Green-
ville is a focal point of the most densely populated area of the state.
Aesthetic importance of a park-like area within the city limits increases
with the area's continuing industrial expansion.
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