NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting detenninations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "X" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fonn 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name. Boston Consumptives Hospital (prftferrfiri)
other names/site number. Boston Sanatorium

2. Location

street & number. 249 River Street . hot for publication
city or town. Boston (Mattapan) vicinity
state Massap-husetts .code_MA_ county Suffolk .code Q2S zip code 02122

X state/Federal Anenr.v Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this CS*omination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally B'statewide ¢ locally. (O See continuatiomsheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
'Mentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
D other (explain);



Boston Consumptives Hospital
Name of Property

S- Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _building(s)
jipublic-local jidistrict
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal __structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

nla

6. Function or 1J.se

IHIstoric Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single family dwelling
HFAI TH CARF- sanitarium

7- Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

n/a

Narrative Description

Ruffnll< MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
15 ] building
sites
, structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

HFALTH CARE

*Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls brick

roof other

other concrete

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

The Boston Consumptives Hospital (ak.a. Boston Sanatorium) is located & 249 River Sireet in Boston's
Mattapan neighborhood. The dte historically contained 52 acres which are currently being subdivided
into severd amdler lots. The complex is dtuated in the midst of aresidentia neighborhood characterized
by single and multi-family houses, primarily from the sscond half of the 20* century. The ste includes
19 buildings, 18 of which were historically assodated with the hospitd facility.

The Adminigtration Building isthe largest and mog prominent structure in the complex, sanding ona
desp dope & the center of the Site. The Ste isrelatively leve from River Street to the parking areain
front of the Administration Building, then rises sharply toward the reer of the lot (northward), whereit
agan levels out. The land is characterized by mature trees, rock outcroppings, and overgrown vegetation.
A higtoric gonewall surrounds much of the property. The siting of buildings is such that the patient
wards are located a the rear of the complex while the adminigrative buildings, staff resdences and
maintenance/operations  buildingsare a the front. The large areaof vacant land beyond (north and west
of) the wards isthickly overgrown. Paved narrow drivewayswind among and around the buildings and
there are severd paved parking aress of varying dzes, scattered around the Ste.

Alterations to the building exteriors have generdly been minima and all retain their historic integrity.
Many of the buildingshaveremained inuse and are typically ingood repair. Wards A, B, C, D, the
Children's Ward, and the Men's Open Air Ward have been vacant for many years and are in poor
condition as the result of vandaism, neglect, and water infiltration, but they retain their architectura
integrity. The complex remains a cohesve architectura resource, having only one noncontributing
dructure (outsde period of significance). The following isachronological description of eech building;
corresponding photographs are atached.

Thompson House/Superintendent's House (ca 1856 - Map#1 - Photo #4) The oldest structure on the
dteisa2 /2-gory Itdianate style resdence. It isStuated dose to River Street near the west end of the
lot and predates city ownership of the property. Resting on agranite foundation, the house is sheasthed
with dgpboards (that were covered with vinyl siding) and hes smple wood trim, including abox comice
with awide frieze and broad cornerboards. It hes a gabled roof and atwo-story reer ell. A single-story
porch gretched acrossthe faBade and sde devations feature afirst floor bay window.

Conness Cottage (ca. 1890 - Map#6- Photo #1 ) Thisisthe only other building on the ste that

predatesthe Boston Consumptives Hospital. This smal two-story cottage rests on arubble foundation

and isenclosed by agable roof. A porch (that gppears to have formerly been enclosed) extendsaong the
(continued)
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first floor of the fafade, while a single-story shed addition projects from the reer elevation. The cottage
is sheathed with dapboards and has smplewood trim. 1t hes been vecant for some timeand isin poor
condition, dthough it retains its historic character.

Power House (1908; 1929- Map #5- Photo #2 ) Among the earliest buildings constructed for the
Bogton Consumptives Hospital was the Power House, which ties into and supplies al the buildings
congtructed for the hospital facility. Thisutilitarian building was congructed in two phases The earliest
piece was a Sngle-story rectangular structure, darted in 1907. The red brick walls presently visibleon
the north sde of the building gpparently dateto this earliest period of construction. The bulk of the
Power House was begun in 1929 and completed in 1930 and features Art Deco tyle dements. Itisan L-
shaped piece with three distinct parts (three rectangular sections, all with flat roofs). Furthest west is a
two-story main block of green brick trimmed with abroad band a the pargpet (with incised geometric
detailing). Thissection hes long vertical multi-light windows, and little in the way of architectural
ornamentation. Attached to its eed 9de isa single-story section, o of green brick. It hesstylized
quoins and small window openings. Off the south eevation isthe third section, asmple rectangular
concrete box without windows. A tall brick anokestack, dating fromthe 1929 construction, gands on
the north sde of the building.

Ward A (1908 - Map#11 - Photo #10) & Ward B (1909- Map #12 - Phaoto #11) Thesewere thefirst
wards to be congructed on the dte and are part of agroup of four ward buildingsjoined by endosed
wakways. Wards A and B are identical two-story Neo-Classica style buildings congtructed of concrete.
Their degant detailing includes prominent quoins, cornices with modillions, pargpetswith balugtrades in
relief, Smple pands beneath the cornices, and belt coursss between the two floors. Tall multi-pane
windows line each elevation. Low concrete porches with iron pipe railings wrap around the south end of
both buildings. A rooftop solarium islocated a the north end of Ward A.

Cottage WardAVard M (ca 1910- Map#9 - Photo #6) Thiswas the first of the 20 called "cottage
wards' built onthe Site. It was intended for use by patients with less advanced cases of tuberculos's,
those not requiring full-time bed care. Thissngle-story T-shaped brick Sructure isendosed by a hip
roof and features Craftsman yle detailing. Itsprincipal eevation (south) hes acentrd projecting gabled
pavilion and groupings of multi-pane windows separated by brick piers. Three large brackets decorate
the eavesof the pavilion.

First Administration Building/Ward D (1912 - Map #13 - Photo #12) Thisfour-story structure was
built as the original adminigtrativebuilding and later used as award. Itisone of the four adjoining
(continued)
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buildings a the reer of the site. The U-shaped building hes Colonia Reviva styling and is constructed
with red brick, which formsaframework for ducco devations. Itsprincipal eevation (ees) is
symmetrically aranged around a central arched entry enclosure. While architectural detailing is
subdued, this handsome structure hes abrick cornice with dentils, belt courses & the fourth floor, and a
plain brick pargpet. Smpleiron baconies a the sscond, third, and fourth floorsline eech devation.
French doors led to the balconies.

Children'sWard (1912 - Map #15- Photo #14) This T-sheped ward dands a the northwest edge of the
complex and features Craftaman style detailing. Itisatwo-story sructure, finished with stucco and
encdosed by agabled dateroof. The main entry islocated a the eedt dlevation and consds of a
ssgmentd arched opening beneath abracketed hood. A raised brick porch was added a this elevation.
The south eevation features a central gabled pavilion with atwo-story oriel window. Hanking the
pavilion are two long wingswith banded windows.

Ward C (1915 - Map#14 - Photo #13) Thisisthe westernmog of the four adjoining ward buildings a
the rear of the complex. It features a concrete foundation, Succoed eevations, and buff-colored brick
trim. Itsfootprint is smilar to the earlier Wards A and B but itsdetailing is more Colonial Revival in
charecter, dthough relatively smple. The various baysof the building are defined by brick quoins. Its
flat roof isframed by abrick pargpet and a cast done cornice with modillions. A concrete belt course
runs between the two floors. There isatwo-story succo wing on the back (north) that gppears to be
original. Thewing hes little decoration, other than avery low brick pargpet and a concrete belt course
between floors. Window openings contain tall multi-pane saeh. Asisthe casewith Wards A and B, this
building has a concrete and iron porch a its south elevation.

Administration Building (1929 - Map #2- Photo #1) Of the four magjor buildings congructed in 1929,
thisisthe largedt. Itisdso the mogt prominent one onthe site. Congtructed of red brick with cast sone
trim, it exhibitsdements of Tudoresque, Renaissance Revival, and Classical Reviva architecture. This
symmetrica building hes afive-story centra block, flanked by two four-story wings. Each section is
topped by aflat roof framed by abrick pargpet. Atop eech wing isapartialy endosed walkway with a
gabled orange tile roof. The same type of roof endosesamechanica room over the main block. The
first floor iscongtructed of cage gone, while floors aove are faced with red brick. There are many cadt
gone dements decorating the building, including spandrds, belt courses, baudtrades a the pargpets, ad
entry surrounds. Octagond brick piersrise up either Sde of the entry and terminate a copper caps above
the roofline. The central block isaso ornamented by three-story bay windows with leed coated copper
sheathing (painted).

(continued)
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Women's Open Air Ward (1929 - Map #10- Photo #7) & Men's Open Air Ward (1929- Map #16 -
Photo #15) Thesetwo identical buildings are largely rectangular in plan. They rest on raised brick
foundations and have a succo facing on the upper floors. A full-height cross geble a the middle of each
building crestes central pavilions a the north and south facades. The pavilions are faced with brick.
Large windows line the south devations, with windows at the first floor being arched. The buildings are
endosaed by date-covered hip roofswith degp eavesand exposed rafter ends, which give the building a
Craftsman style gppearance.

Nurses Home (1929 - Map #3 - Photo #2) S cdose to River Stret, the Nurses Home isthe most highly
omamented building of the complex. Thethree-story red brick building is U-shgped and was dedgned in
the Classical Reviva style. The building dandson araised basement faced with cast done. The main
block is recessed between two projectingwings. The two wings arejoined by agallery (acrossthefirst
floor of the main block) topped by acast gonebdudrade. Thetwo main entries, one a each ed of the
gdlery, are defined by segmentd arched pediments supported on columns. Thewings are topped by flat
roofsframed by brick pargpets ornamented with cast done baudrades and finials. The mainblock hesa
gabled date roof with two crass gables a the feBade (west). The cross gables are emphiasized by finials
and ornate occuli. Other notable ornamentation includes belt courses, keystones, and brick quoins.

Kitchen/Dining Building (1930 - Map #7 - Photo #9) This brick Art Deco style building hes a broad
rectangular footprint. Dueto the dope of the dite, it isone sory & itsnorthern end and increasesto two
dories (above an exposed basameant) a its south end. The building isendosad by aflat roof and its
exposed devations are punctuated by large squarewindow openings separated by wide brick piers. Atop
each pier isastylized cag-gone capital with incised decoration. Thetwo-gtory block a the south end of
the building originally ssrved as an anchor point, dthough a later brick addition off the south elevation
disruptsthis. Thetwo-gtory block isafocal point onthe building and festures decorétive cast Sone
banding incised with gargoyles, fan and foliate details. A modern addition dong the east levationjoins
the Kitchen/Dining Building to the adjacent Recregation Building.

Recreation Building (ca. 1930 - Map#3- Photo #8) While the Recreation Building is much smdler
than the Kitchen/Dining Building, itsdesgn isvery similar. The Recregtion Building isa single-story
brick structure with Art Deco detailing. Exterior eevations have large rectangular window openings
sparated by wide brick pierswith incised cast done capitals. The building isendaosed by aflat roof ad
hes large multi-light ged sash. Theonly origina doorway that iscurrently visible from the exterior is on
the et elevation (another entry a the west eevation is covered by an addition). Thevisible entry is
framed by smple narrow cadt donetrim. A low brick ell, which isevidently original, extends fromthe
(continued)
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north sde of the building.

Garage (1931 - Map #4 - Photo #3) This masonry structure isfinished with stucco and is very
utilitarian in desgn. Itisaamdl sngle-story rectangular building with four large garage bays oniits
north face. Garage bays are sgparated by wide piers and contain contemporary doors are in the bays.

Doctors Resdence (ca. 1932 - Map #17 - Photo #5) This modest wood-frame cottage istwo stories high
and features dements of Colonia Revival residentia design. The building hes recently been renovated
and has new clgpboards siding. 1t features paired window openingswith smple wood trim. Its deep hip
roof has aprominent cross gable a the faBade (south). The eest and west dopes of the roof extend down
over asreened porches,

Shop (ca. 1932 - Map #19 Little isknown about this building but it gppears to have been used esa
maintenance shop as early asthe 1930s There was an open-air school in this location to sarve patients of
the Children'sWard but it doesnot gppear that the existing Sructure hed any association with the school.
The exigting building isone story and hes adate-covered hip roof. Smadl rectangular windows line eech
elevation and adouble door is centered on the eedt devation.

1990s Building (ca 1998 - Map#18- Photo #4) The only building that does not contribute to the
potential historic district isthis one-story wood-frame dructure, which gands at the west end of the
complex. Itissheathed with clapboard and finished with smple wood trim. It has ahip roof with two-
tone agphdt roofing shingles

Stone Walls (c. 1908to 1930 - Photos #15) Nearly the entire property boundary islined by done walls
that gppear to have been congructed over aperiod of time as the Site was developed (1908-1933). There

are two types of walls, one congsting of large rubble stones topped by ared brick tile cgp and ancther of
amdl cut gone blocks, finished with smoaoth concrete along the top.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statftment nf SiQnifir.anr.a
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

jiA  Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property. v,

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years. - * !

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographical Rfiferennfis

_Suffnlk, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Health/Medicine

Period of Significance
1«5fi-1fI51

Significant Dates

Na

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

aZa

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Maginnis & Walsh

James Ritchie

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance

The former Boston Consumptives Hospital (ak.a. Boston Sanatorium) possessesintegrity of design,
location, setting, materias, and workmanship and meats Criteria A and C a the Satewide levd. It is
significant as amid-19* century rura retreat, and later as a sanatorium for the trestment of tuberculosis.
It is notable as having been the largest tuberculosis treetment facility in the State. The complex isaso
significant as an intact collection of buildings representing a number of architectura syles, including
Italianate, Craftsman, Art Deco, and severd Reviva syles.. The Bogon Consumptives Hospital campus
isacollection of 19 buildings, desgned by architects Maginnis & Wash and Janes H. Ritchie &
Associates, ranging in datefrom ca 1856 to the mid-1990s. Only one building was congructed outsde
the period of significance.

In the early yearsof the 20* century tuberculosis was running rampant in this country, particularly in
densdy populated communities, and treatment was initsinfancy. Boston, like mogt large cities, was
hard hit. 1n 1907 tuberculos s was responsible for more degths in this city than any other dissase except
pneumonia, causing more invalidity than all other diseases combined. 1n 1906 roughly 10% of all degths
in Boston were the result of pulmonary tuberculosis (a0 known as consumption). While there are other
formsof tuberculoss, they are far lesscommon. Boston's degth rate from consumption was the third
highest in the nation, behind New Orleans and San Francisco. The esimated number of consumptivesin
Bogton in 1906 was 10,000 and it was bdieved that 6,000 to 8000 of thosewere in the advanced dages
of the dissase. Statidtics show that the highest occurrences of tuberculosswere in the less affluent
sections of the city where crowded living conditions, rdlated to the massive population expandon &t the
turn of the 20* century, resulted in rapid soreed of the disease

Although treastment was still being explored, it was known that tuberculods primarily struck young
adults, wes curable, and wes even preventable if identified and treasted early on. While there weas suitable
carefor the incipient cages among Massachusatts resdents, primarily & the State Sanatorium & Rutland,
facilitiesfor the advanced casss were grosdy insufficient. The Long Idand Hospital in Boston Harbor
could accommodate about 60 advanced consumptives and there were severd other private ingtitutions
that together could provide bedsfor about 200 more.

In an effort to address the growing problem of treating tuberculosis and stopping its soread, the City of
Bogton s up the Consumptives Department in 1906. The new department was given the task of
egdtablishing a hospital to treet city reddents suffering from advanced casesof tuberculosis. The

(continued)
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department’'s annud report for 1908 notesthat "thiswork of fighting tuberculods isnew and we believe

that Boston is now showing the way for the res of the United States...." Thereport further Satesthat "it
isonly within very recent yearsthat an intelligent, comprehensve, sanitary surveillance onthe part of the
date or municipality hes been inaugurated.”

The Consumptives Hospital Department conddered "a soore or more of dtesin Boston” for the hospital
location but settled on the former estate of Hon. John Connessiin the Boston's Mattgpan nelghborhood.
Thisrura farm was consdered idedl, given that fresh air and open surroundings were prescribed to
combat tuberculosis. The Conness property was purchased in 1906 for $65,000. At the time, the etate
included an Itaianate style main house (Thompson House/Superintendent's House - Map #1, photo
#4), originaly congtructed for Joshua P. Thompson. Also onthe Stewas asmal Vernacular cottage
(Conness Cottage - Map #6, photo #1), abarn and two sheds  The main house and cottage are all that
remains of the Connessbuildings today. Joshua Thompson was amerchant from Dedham, Massachusdtts
who purchased afour acrefarm dong River Stret in 1856 and congtructed the Itdianate house by 1859.
The Thompson family were owners until 1865 when they sold to Tilden Ames of Marshfield,
Massachusetts  The property remained in the Amesfamily until 1889 when it was acquired by Edmund
and Susen Stowell of Dorchegter. The following year, the Stowells sold to John Connessof New Y ork
City for $12,000. For three and one-haf decades the prominent Connessfamily retained the property.
Irish-born John Connesswes a California senator in the 1860s and was known to be afriend of Abraham
Lincoln. Apparently, Coness purchased the house as aplace of retirement. Locally, he was atrustee of
Ceadar Grove Cametery, where he isburied. By the time Connessand hiswife Mary sold the edateto the
City of Boston in 1906, the land had grown to 51 acresthrough purchesss in 1872 and 1883.

Fans for devdopment of the Site were drafted by architects Maginnis & Walsh, who were dso
regponsible for the desgn of the earliest buildings erected for the hospital. Bogston architects Charles
Maginnis and Timothy Walsh practiced in partnership between the years 1908 and 1954. They are mogt
well known for their desgn of early 20* century buildings associated with the Archdiocese of Boston.
Their work includes buildings a . John's Seminary in Boston, numerous churches, severd buildings a
Holy Crass College in Worcedter, and anumber of Catholic schools. The Consumptives Hospital
Department annud report of 1908 dates that "their design isas smple as possible, and throughout the
usss to which eech building isto be put and economy of administration have been considered, and not
architectural display.” All the buildings were desgned to provide maximum sunlight and fresh air, with
numerous windows and open floor plans. The Maginnis & Wash schame condsted of asaries of
buildingsjoined by tunnds (both above and bdow ground), some of which were ussd for foot traffic and
others which carried mechanica equipment.

(continued)
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By 1907, when construction of the Bogton Consumptives Hospital commenced, the maost widey-accepted
method for dealing with tuberculoss was trestment & a sanatorium. The beginning of the sanatorium
movement can be traced back to 1859 when doctor Hermann Brehmer buih asmall sanatoriumin
Gorbersdorf, Germany. A tuberculoss sufferer himself, Brenmer had bean inspired by the observations
of George Bodington, an English physician who found in histravelsto rural aressthat those people living
in the country were much less prone to tubercul oss than those living in crowded cities and towns.
Secking ahedthier climate, Brehmer traveled to the Himaayas where he succeaded in ridding himsalf of
the diseese. Hisgreat successon his own behalf leed him to establish the Gorbersdorf facility, which
became the blueprint for the subsequent sanatorium movement throughout the world. In addition to
exposing his patients to pure mountain air, Brehmer advocated regular exercise. While the trestment
prescribed a the numerous sanatoria was essentidly the same the facilitieswere widely varied, catering
to patients from varying walks of life, from public ingtitutions to exclusive private retregsts. The more
enlightened American sanitoriawere described asfollows:

"The majority of patients were in the age group 20-35 years. The basic remedy was "bed
resf initsmog sringent form: 24 hours flat. Meds were spooned to eech patient by
regisered nurses, younggters who looked and felt norma but who had shadows - even
anal shadows- ontheir chest X-ray films. All thisin an effort to halt the perastent and
amog inevitable trend for such smal lesions to advance and dedtroy the patient. The
average patient spent more than afull year in bed, many others much more. Careerswere
abandoned, marriage was discouraged and pregnancy forbidden. Stressin any form and to
any degree mug be avoided.” (Ryan: p. 27)

Despite efforts to control tuberculoss, more than half the victims of the diseese died within five years of
its onsat. As late as 1930, 90,000 Americans still died from the dissasa. The first American sanatorium
was established by Edward Livingston Trudesu in the Adirondacks a Saranec Lake, New York in 1885.
While the sucocess of sanatorium trestments in curing tuberculoss isdebatable, it is certain that they hed
adramatic effect inisolating the infected from causing further goreed of the dissese By that time, there
were 600 sanatoria in the United States By 1922, Massachusetts hed five date sanatoria, Six county
ingtitutions, 20 municipa hospitas that handled tuberculoss patients, 56 clinics, 20 preventoria camps,
and 7 private sanatoria. Of these, the Boston Sanatorium was the largest, with 420 beds. Rutland State
Sanatorium wes the second largest, having 350 beds, followed by the State Sanatorium a Tewksbury,
which had 340 beds Although surgical procedures were dso usad early onto treat patients, the greetest
wegpon agang the dissase proved to be drug therapy. It was not until the 1940s that antibiotics were
first successfully usad to cure tuberculosis. Over the following 30 years drug thergpy and vaccine
resulted inarapid decline in the incidence of the disease The number of deethsin the United States

(continued)
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resuhing from tuberculosis dropped from 183 per 100,000 to about 1 per 100,000 by 1980. With the
decline of the disease, funding for public hedth programs was dramatically, curtailed and the sanatoria
were either abandoned or put to other uses

The Trustees and medica staff of the Boston Consumptives Hospital believed, as many did, that
sanatorium trestment was only effective for patients in the early dagesof the dissese They complained
that while sanatoria had successin curing the incipient cases, which represent only about 10 to 15
percent of those infected, it had little impact on the edvanced cases The annud report of 1908 notes that
"sanatorium treetment does not touch the root of the evil, namely, the chronic case, or infectious focus.”
Given that the Boston Consumptives Hospital was established to care for the advanced cases (incipient
cas were referred to the State Sanatorium in Rutland), itisnot surprising that they did not embrace the
sanatorium trestment as the only method to be used. While they recognized the value of sanatoria for
patients in the early gagesof the dlsaase, they feIt that a hospital setting was mogt gppropriate for
treating the advanced casss ' K y 3l

In planning for the new facility, the types of patients to be treated were divided into two dasses, those
requiring bed trestment (the mogt serioudy advanced or dying patients) and those who were advanced
casss but could be up and about during the day. For the first dass of patients, the Trustees of the hospita
proposed to erect large two-story ward buildings (Wards A, B, and C). Theprincipal god weasto isolate
these patients <0 that the source of infection could be eiminated from the public. The medica staff of
the Boston Consumptives Hospital went <o far asto promotethat sufferers in the advanced sageshbe
"forcibly removed from their homes by the hedlth authorities.” The ward patients were made es
comfortable as possible and srenuous efforts were made to sop the soreed of the dissese by properly
disposing of sputum, disinfecting linen, etc.

For patients in the sacond classification (moderately advanced cases), those not requiring congtant bed
trestment, a day camp building and open cottages were to be erected. Thesewere patients for whom there
was some hope of cure. Aswith the first dassof patients, grest emphads was placed on preventing
further goread of the dissese These patients were educated and closdly supervised while a theBoston
Conaumptives Hospital. The day camp was etablished for those patients who had homes to which they
could return in the evenings. The routinefor these patients is smilar to that of the sanatoria, consisting
of "life in the open air throughout the entire day, with an aundance of nourishing food." An early
photograph of the hospital complex shows formal gardens on the property (no longer extant), presumably
esablished for the enjoyment of the more mobile patients. For patients of this second dasswho were
ether homdess or whose homes were not suitable to their care, cottage wards were congdructed. Petients
of the cottage wards were typically ambulatory o they would remain outdoors or on the veranda during

(continued)
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the day, just as those patients of the day camp, but they would gpend the night a the cottages in the
evenings The hospital Trustees aso promoted " careful administration of graduated work” for these and
the day camp patients.

By 1908 construction work hed begun onthe first ward building (Ward A - Map #11, photo #11), the
Power House (Map #5, photo #2), and atunne connecting the two. In addition, desgns were completed
for aDay Camp Building (no longer extant), which contained the hospital's first kitchen and dining
room. The former Thompson House was occupied by the hospital superintendent and dso served as
temporary housing for nurses and the busness office. The Conness Cottage was renovated to house
members of the hospital staff.

Each floor of Ward A (identica to the later Ward B) was designed with acentrdized staff area (kitchen,
dorege rooms, bathrooms)flankedby two large open wards (14 bedseach). At the south end of the
buildings, on the first floor, are large open air porches. Connecting Wards A and B isa two-story
sreened porch that was used by patients who were inor out of beds. What gopears to be asolariumon
the roof of Ward A (north end) was actualy a mettress room "with glassroof and sdes' where
mattresseswere aired out. The room could aso be made air-tight by closing doors and louvers so the
contents could be disinfected using forma dehyde ges

The hospital was opened to patients in July of 1908. Flans for the first open air cottage were completed
(Cottage WardAVard M - Map #9, photo #6) and construction began that same year. The Cottege
Ward/Ward M isasmall one-story T-shaped building. It hes asitting room centered on the south
devation,flankedby two open wardswith 12 bedseach. Therear wing was designed with dressing
rooms, a bathroom, nursssoffices, and dorage rooms. A long open porch runs along the south elevation.
Ward B (Map #12, photo #11) was completed in 1909 as was the Cottage Hospita (no longer extant).
The First Administration Building (later Ward D - Map #13, photo #12) was built in 1912, as was the
Children's Ward (Map #15, photo #14). Prior to that time, young patients were trested inasmall area
within Ward B but as the number of afflicted children increesed it became gpparent that a separate ward
was warranted. The Children'sWard isa T-shgped building. On each floor alarge sitting room is
centered on the south elevation,flankedby two open wards with 12 beds each (boys on the first floor,
girlsonthe second floor). The rear wing of the building was designed to contain afew private rooms, a
dining room, school room, lavatories, and gorage rooms. There was a playroom in the basament. The
Bogton School Committee maintained an opentair school (no longer extant) adjacent to the Children's
Ward for anumber of years. By 1915 Ward C (Map #14, photo #13) was completed. Similar to the
large Wards A and B, Ward C has along centra corridor and akitchen, sorage rooms, bathrooms, and
nurses office a the center of the building. Instead of the large open wards. Ward C was designed with

(continued)
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amdler, more private rooms with one to five bedsin each. Each floor has an open porch a the southern
end. Also by 1915 two wings hed been added to the Cottage Ward (Map letters D & F - no longer
extant) and the building became known as Ward P (no longer extant). Work had dso begun on two
additiona open wards. WardsN and O (Map letters G& H - no longer extant). These open wards were
occupied by patients with moderately advanced cases

By 1916 there were bedsfor 400 patients & the hospital. During that year, atota of 1,020 patients were
admitted and 380 of those died before being discharged. While this represents ahigh mortality rate, it is
lower than it had been when the hospital first opened (nearly half those admitted died before dischargein
1908). While the number of patients admitted to the hospital gradualy decreesed from ahigh in 1916, the
mortality rate remained very high for those admitted. Admissonswere particularly low in 1918 because
the hospita was quarantined for five weeks due to an influenza epidemic, and no patients were admitted
during that time. In 1919 685 patients were admitted, 326 of whom died.

In addition to establishing a hospita, the Consumptives Hospitd Department st up aclinic to provide
outpatient care for those in the early sagesof consumption. The outpatient clinic was located in a
renovated house on another site, where saggering numbers of patients were treated. Asan example, the
clinic handled over 10,000 patients in 1916, the year the largest number of patients was admitted to the
hospital.

Housing the hospita staff was a congtant problem for the trustees. In 1916 they were forced to rent a
house off-site to help ease overcrowding on the hospital grounds. Particularly pressing was the need for
anurses home. The hospital Superintendent was continually requesting construction of an on-site
resdence for nurses but after the completion of Ward O in 1918 no new construction was undertaken for
10vyears.

In 1921 the name of the facility was changed from the Boston Consumptives Hospital to the Boston
Sanatorium. 1t isnot known why this occurred, but after 1916 the number of patients being admitted to
the hospital gradualy decreased. 1t may be that the number of advanced cases was decreasing, and
sanatorium rather than hospital trestment may have become more gppropriate for the population &t the
Ste, but thisisjust speculation. 1n 1927 the Boston Sanatorium, formerly under the supervison of a
Board of Trustees, became the Sanatorium Division of the Boston Hospital Department, supervised by
the Trugtees of Bogton City Hospital. This change gppears to have been the result of the State
Sanatorium being closed to Boston cases. The new administrators undertook an extensve study of the
operations and conditions a the Mattgpan site and mede swegping recommendations to improve the
quality of care and the physicd plant. The recommendations included construction of alarge new

(continued)
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adminigtration building, a nurses home, additional modem wards, alarge kitchen/dining facility, a
recreation building, and expansion of the Power Plant. Eight new buildings were congtructed in the
relatively short goan between 1929 and 1933, following desgnsof architect James H. Ritchie. It gopears
that Ritchie was regpongble for the design of all the buildings congtructed a the Boston Sanatorium
between 1929 and 1935. Ritchie's firm iswell known for their institutional, ecclesiagtic, and municipa
buildings. The firm, which isstill in operation, desgned numerous buildings of these types throughout
Massachusdttsin the first half of the 20* century. Among their Massachusettswork are theMae
Dormitory a the Metropolitan State Hospital (Waltham), Wrentham State School (Wrentham),
Middlesex District Courthouse (Newton), and Cable Memorial Hospital (Ipswich).

Four major buildings were congructed in 1929, the Administration Building (Map #2, photo #1),
Nurses Home (Map #3, photo #2), Women's Open Air Ward (Map #10, photo #7), and Men's Open
Air Ward (Map #16, photo #5). The Women's and Men's Open Air Wards are virtually identical .
Thesetwo-story buildings were desgned with two large open wards (11 beds each) flanking acentra
nurses station a each floor. A small reer ell contained kitchens and soragerooms. Also in 1929, the
Children's Ward was renovated for use by femae adult patients. In 1930 the large Kitchen/Dining
Building (Map #7, photo #9) was congructed and the addition to the Power House was completed. The
following year the Recreation Building (Map #8, photo #8) and the Garage (Map #4, photo #3) were
erected. |1t gopears that the final building to be congructed for the Boston Sanatorium was the Doctors
Residence (buih between 1930 and 1933 - Map #17).

The Boston Sanatorium remained in use, with the treetment of tuberculosis as its primary function,
through the mid 20* -century. As the number of tuberculod's cases decreasad, the focus of trestment
shifted toward mentd hedlth and, later, rehabilitation. Mogt of the care presently undertaken on the dte
isin the Administration Building, known as the Boston Specidty Rehabilitation Hospital. The Nurses
Home houses a short-term addiction rehabilitation program, while the former Doctors Resdenceis
currently used for the Boston Police Stress Program. The ward buildings have been vacant for some
time.

Hans are underway to renovate the vacant buildings as Certified Rehabilitations. The Administration
Building and Women's Open Air Ward will a0 be rehabilitated.

(end)
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city or town  Boston ,State  MA zip code 02125

Aririitinnal Dnciimentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sl(etch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
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name John Auerbach / Boston Public Health Commission
street & number. 1Q1Q Massachusetts Avenue . telephone. fi17-5.-/4-5.-"95
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

UTM References (cont.)

19 328260 4682170
- 19 328510 4681810
19 328130 4681790
| f 328070 4682100
19. 327970 4682190
19 327760 4681940
19 327670 4682010
19 327880 4682300
n 327940 4682290
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Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the Boston Consumptives Hospital are delineated with abold, dashed line on
the attached map (copies from Bogston city mgpsON-10E, 9N-1 IE, ION - IOE, and ION-1 | E).

Boundary Justification
The boundaries have been drawn to include all land that hes historically been associated with the

Bogon Consumptives Hospital from the time of its establishment in 1907 to the present. Lot
lines have not changed during that period.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
The following information pertainsto all imeges

Photographer: Chrigtine Beard

Date February, 2000

Negative location: Tremont Preservation Services Topsfield, MA
Subject: Bogon Consumptives Hospital, Boston, MA

Adminigtration Building (left) and Conness Cottages (right), view NE
Power House (left) and Nlurses Home (right), view E

Garage, view E

Thompson House/Superintendent's House (right) and 1990sbuilding (left), view NW
Doctor's Resdence (left) and Men's Open Air Ward (right), view NW
Cottage WardWard M, view N

Women's Open Air Ward, view N

Recreation Building, view W

Kitchen/dining Building, view SE

Ward A, view W

Ward B, view NW

First Administration Building/Ward D, view W

Ward C, view &

Children's Ward, view W

View NE showing Stone Wall dong esst Sde of property
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Boston Consumptives Hospital
Key to Map of Buildings No Longer Extant
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Hospital Outbuilding
ConnessBam

Day Camp/Ward H

Ward P

Cottage Hospital (later part of
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Cormess Outbuilding
Conness Fruit House
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1914

1909
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1918
between 1882 & 1894
between 1882 & 1894

Date Removed

between 1918 & 1929
between 1930 & 1933
1931
1929
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1929
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RECEVED 2780

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Massachusatts Historica Commission
December 26, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull >
National Regiger of Historic Flaces

Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW ' ] AT A
Washington, DC 20240 A VA
Dear Ms. Shull: N '

Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Boston Consumptives Hospital, River Street, Bostor/Mattgpan (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local

Government community of Bogton were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60

to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg *
National Regiger Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure I v *

cC. John Auabach, Commissonea of Public Hedth D
Chridine Beard, Tramont Presarvaion Savioss
David Payne, Bogton CLG coordinstor
Thomes Menino, Mayar, City of Bodon "
John Bowman, Bogon Landmaks Commisson V!
" Trinity Hnandd Savioss

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us'sec/mhc



