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1. Name of Property
historic name General George L. Hartsuff, Post #74

other names/site number Grand Army of the Republic Hall (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 34 School Street N/A not for publication
city or town Rockland ___ N/A vicinity

state Massachusettde MA countv Plymouth code 023 zip code 02370

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this )6 nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
JO>[Tieets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally < statewide pilocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

snature of certifying official/Title bitdkh B. McDonough, Executive Director Cats
Jssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property ¢« nneets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natrona! Park Service Certification
I, heraroy certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Grand Army of the Republic Hall
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

__ public-local _ district

__ public-State __site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: Meeting Hall, Clubhouse

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

QUEEN ANNE

Narrative Description

Plymouth County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
2 0 objects
3 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: Meeting Hall, Clubhouse

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite
walls Wood: weatherboard

roof Asphalt
other Wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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enter of the run. On eech dde of the Segpsisamore daborate wooden railing with anewd pog at the
bottom of each run terminating in awooden ball & itstop. The porch hes wood railings with turned
balusters which sand approximately three feet inheight. The roof of the porch is supported by a group
of three Doric columns agpproximately nine feet in height in each of the front corners of the porch. The
reer comers of the porch are omamented with single Doric pilasters similar in height to thefront
columns. Theroof of the porch is hipped and covered with gray agphdt shingles matching those on the
roof of the building. Pared carved brackets support the comice and are located above eech st of
columns. The porch leedsto the main entrance which is composad of a wooden panded double door
with single square clear glass panesin its upper portions. Centered above the entrance porch onthe
seoond gory isalarge, sained glass, triple window, which includes vertically oriented, proportionally
similar rectangular windows. The large center window has only one pane, while the two smdller
flanking windows are one-over-one seshed. All windows on the sscond floor of the G.A.R. Hall are
origina stained glass and have smple flat wooden surrounds. Thewest bay of the south elevation
includes a double hung, one-over-one sashed window with wooden molding surrounds on the first story
and adouble hung stained glasswindow on the sscond story. The eedt bay is composaed of asmall squeare
one-paned dained glasswindow with wood molding surrounds and a double hung, one-over-one saehed
dained glasswindow on the second gory. A gabled dormer projects from the center of the roof dope on
the south elevation. The dormer contains three smal one-over-one sashed, double hung windows oniits
south elevation. The overhang of the gable is embellished with awood molding and carved brackets
perpendicular to eech other in eech corner. The dormer is covered in dagpboards and itsroof is clad with

gray rectangular agphdt shingles.

The eedt elevation comprises eight bays of irregularly inserted windows on both stories and a fully
exposed basament. Thewindows on the G.A.R. Hall were placed for their function on the interior and
not for symmetry on the exterior, which accounts for the irregularity of the window placement on both
the eest and west elevations. The exposed basament tory has two smdl rectangular doors and five
guarewindows, al of which are currently covered with plywood. The first (southernmost) bay here
includes asmall, onepaned, gained glasswindow with wooden molding surrounds. The sscond bay
(moving south to north) comprises a larger onepaned sained glasswindow on the first story and a
double hung, one-over-one saehed stained glasswindow on the sscond story. Thethird bay hestwo
amall double hung, one-over-one sashed windows on the first story and acharacteristic double hung,
one-over-one ssehed gained glasswindow on the sscond story, while the fourth bay includes only a
double hung, one-over-one sashed first story window and no window on the second story. The fifth bay
comprises aone-over-one saehed stained glasswindow on the second story and there isno first story
window. Moving north, the sixth bay hes only adouble hung, one-over-one saehed first floor window,
while the seventh bay includes a double hung, one-over-one sashed window onthe first gory anda

(continued)
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double hung gtained glasswindow on the second story. The eighth bay comprises adouble hung, one-
over-one saehed first floor window. Two dormers projecting from the roof dope dso characterize this
elevation. These dormers have hipped roofs covered in rectangular gray agphdt shingles matching those
on theroof of the building. They each have two centrd windows with atwo-over-onewood sash. Both
dormers are covered in dagpboards with wooden cymarecta molding at the corniceline.

The north (rear) devation is composed of three bays A sscondary entrance to the building islocated in
the eesternmogt bay. A simple(not origina) plywood door and a s mplewooden porch characterize this
reer entrance. The door is cagad with flat wood molding and is acoessed by wooden sairs with aplain
wood railing. Slightly to the west of the door on the sscond story isaone-over-one ssehed dained glass
window. A red brick chimney (no longer functional) is located between the eesernmogt bay and the
middle bay. Itrises upthe exterior of the entire height of the building and projects approximately seven
feet from the roof line. The middle bay includes afirst story window which hes been coveredin
plywoad. In the westernmogt bay is a double hung one-over-one sashed first story window and sscond
gdory one-over-one sashed ained glasswindow. Thefoundation isvisible above ground on this
eevation, within which one window covered with plywood is present.

Thewestern eevation is congructed with irregularly placed windows, similar to the eedt in thisregard.
Thiselevation isdivided into roughly eight bays, with the southemmost bay having one characteristic
double hung, one-over-one sashed first floor window. Moving north to south, the second bay condsts of
acharacteristic second story stained glasswindow. In thethird bay there isonly adouble hung, one-
over-one saehed first story window. The fourth bay is comprised of both a characterigtic double hung
first story window and a characterigtic stained glass second story window, but these windows are not
directly centered one over the other: the first story window is dightly to the south of the one onthe
soond gory. The remaining bays on this eevation each include one-over-one sashed, double hung first
gory windows and sscond story one-over-one sashed dained glasswindows. The foundation here can
aso be seen above ground. Four basement windows, which have been covered in plywood, are even
goaced along the exposed foundation. The west e evation presentstwo dormers identical to those on the
et devation.

Theonly significant landscape features on the dte are two Civil-War era cadt iron cannons which flank
the pathway to the front porch geps These are mounted on Smple cement emplacements that raise the
cannons approximately four feet from the ground.

The G.A.R. Hall retains much of itsoriginal interior details initsfive mgjor roomsas well asin its
hallways, ante-rooms, and closets. The Hall was designed to function as asocia and meeting place. The
first floor contains asmall entry hall through which one proceedsinto an open meeting room. In the

(continued)
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Archaeologica Description

No prehigtoric dtes are recorded on the property or in the generd area (within one mile). Locationd
characterigics for the building locae, particularly its digance from wetlands of over 1,000 feet indicate the
building location is not well suite for most Native American subsdence and settlement activities. The
property dso lies in aheavily devdoped areainthe center of Rockland.  Given the above information, the
lack of higtoric landuse prior to congruction of the hall, and congmction of the hall itself which hes afull
besament and covers mogt of the small (1/3 acre) lot, the potentid for significant archaeologicd  survivas
either prehistoric or higtoric is low.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. IVigjor Bibliographical References

Plymouth Countv, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
189 - 1946

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Hebberd, William Harrison

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 341760 4665410 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared Bv
Jessica M. Snow, Historic Preservation Student, Roger William University, Rhode Island
nameftitte  with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, Massachusetts Historic Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Propefty Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Hartsuff Post Memorial Association

street & number 34 School Street telephone 617-878-2637

city ortown Rockland state MA zip code 02370

PaperwofK Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, andto amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since its congtruction in 1899, the Genera GeorgeL. Hartsuff, Pogt #74, Grand Army of the Republic
Hall retains integrity not only as amonument to veteransof the Civil War and their descendants, but as a
center of civic life in Rockland, Massachusetts, throughout the twentieth century. The Grand Army of
the Republic Hall hes ahistory of continuous use as amesting placefor the loca chapters of the many
socid organizations that flourished inthe early twentieth century, such as the Grand Army of the
Republic, the International Order of Odd Fellows, and the Knights of Pythias. ThisHall has dso been
usd by the people of Rockland for avariety of palitical, educationa, and religious events. Since 1899,
the building has sarved Rockland as one of its mogt important venues for community gatherings. The
Gengd Georgel. Hartsuff, Pogt #74, Grand Army of the Republic Hall mests National Register Criteria
A foritsassociaion with local events. The G.A.R. Hall dsofulfills Nationa Regiger CriteriaC asa
well presarved Queen Anne style public building. Additionally, the Hall, which is owned and cared for
by descendants of veterans who belong to the Hartsuff Post Memorial Association, remains a memorial
to loca Civil War heroes. This building sarvesthe town of Rockland inthe same capacity it did whenit
was congdructed, as ameeting facility for benevolent organizations and an assambly goacefor loca socid
events. Essentidly undtered and serving the samefunction as it did in 1899, the Grand Army of the
Republic Hall thus retains integrity of location, design, setting, craftsmanship, materias, feeling, and
association.

The Grand Army of the Republic Hall, Pog #74 is located one block eest of the community's main
thoroughfare (Union Street) in the center of Rockland, Massachusetts, a small town south of Boston of
approximatdly ten square miles inarea. Rockland was originally part of Old Abington, which included
present day Abington, Whitman, and Rockland. It was known as Eagt Abington until 1874, when it wes
incorporated and re-named for itsrocky soil.

The areawhich Rockland (East Abington) now occupieswas inhabited by Native Americans until the
middle of the eighteenth century when white settlers began to build in this area 1t was not until the
nineteenth century that Eagt Abington progpered as atown. The first ingtitutional building in this
community was the Congregationd Church, built in 1813. The economy of the areawas beasad on
manufacturing from its beginnings. |t was known locally for many saw and grist mills, but became
nationally known with the development of the shoeindustry.

The first shoemanufacturer came to the Abington areaiin the 1790s. By 1832, there were six
shoemekersin Abington and by 1860, there were thirty-three shoefactories in the Eagt Abington area
done. The successinthe shoe industry accounts for the abundance of smadl Gresk Reviva houses in

(continued)
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neighborhoods surrounding the Grand Army of the Republic Hall, congtructed for those working inthe
dhoefactories. The wealth accumulated in this industry can be ssen in the large Victorian resdences
found on the southem end of Union Street. Many of the men who joined the Grand Army of the
Republic were employed inthe shoe industry and thase who prospered from this industry donated funds
to build the G.A.R. Hall. With the outbresk of the Civil War, the nead for shoesincreased dramatically,
and the shoefactories in Rockland and surrounding towns supplied footwear for nearly haf the Union

amy.2

During the Civil War, Rockland not only supplied shoes but sent 397 soldiers to fight for the Union,®
with the majority of them joining the 12th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. Following the end of the
War, these men formed the Generd George L. Hartsuff, Pogt #74, aloca chapter of the Grand Army of
the Republic.

After the War, Eagt Abingtonflourishedwith improved trangportation to and from Boston and a
successful economy from the shoeindustry. 1t was this successwhich leed Eagt Abington to seperate
from Abington. On March 4,1874, Rockland incorporated as atown.4 Soon after thisincorporation,
many of Rockland's important institutional buildingswere congtructed, including the Rockland Savings
Bank and Opera House (1891), the Holy Family Church (1894), the Congregationd Church (1894), the
Public Library (1905) and the Grand Army of the Republic Hall.

In the late nineteenth century therewas a growing number of socia, fraternal, and patriotic organizations
created. During this period the "Gilded Age" began, the country expanded, immigration increesed, and
the economy fluctuated. Because of dl the rapid societal change, people began to gather together by
forming sociad organizations inwhich they could congregete with otherswho shared similar experiences,
crcumgtances, and ethnicity. The Grand Army of the Republic was the organization formed specifically
for veterans of the Civil War. 1twas founded in 1866, in Decatur, Illinois, to provided camaraderie
among these veterans who hed fought and suffered together for the four yearsof the conflict. This
organization financially assged the wives, orphans, and families of deceassd soldiers and founded

(continued)

2 Rockland Booklet Committee, Rockland Centennid  1874-1974. (Rockland, Massachusetts
Fairmount Press, Inc.: 1967), 36.

3 Ibid., 45.

4 1bid., 8.
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soldiers homesto aid veteransinneed. The G.A.R. dsowas very active in palitics in the late nineteenth
century, working primarily to improve penson legidation. Five presdents of the United Stiateswere
G.A.R. membersand a the end of the nineteenth century it was nearly impossible to be nominated by
the Republican party without the support of the Grand Army of the Republic.”

The Grand Army of the Republic Pogt #74 in Rockland was named after Generd George L. Hartsuff,
Division Commeander of the 23rd Army Corps. Many loca soldiers from Rockland fought in his division
and itishis honor the post commemorates.

Pog #74 was chartered into the Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army of the Republic on
January 11, 1869 Members first met in ahall abovealoca shoe manufactory on North Avenue. As
membership grew the post moved around, from Bigelow Hall to the Underwood Block, until that caught
firein 1891. Meetingstook place in the Webger Building on Union Street until the current G.A.R. Hall
wes finaly built in 1899. This organization, which began with nineteen origina members, soon grew to
include more than two hundred. The veteransrequired aloca hall to not only hold meetings and socid
gatherings, but to housethe collection of artifactsfrom the Civil War, most important of which were the
pictures and paintings of local veteranswho hed died in the conflict.

The Women's Relief Corps, founded in 1833, in Denver, Colorado, was the nationd auxiliary of the
Grand Army of the Republic. The women of Rockland first organized as a G.A.R. sawing circle, but
became Pog #137 of the Women's Relief Corps after its nationd formation in 1883/ In March 1896,
these local women began to congider building a permanent home for Pogt #74. By March 1897, a
committee was gppointed to begin looking for land on which to build and fund raising was actively
pursued for its purchase.

In December 1898, the Women's Relief Corpsincorporated and cregted the Women's Relief Corps
Association. Thisasociation was formed to "specidly aid and assist the Hartsuff Pogt #74 of the G.A.R.

(continued)

5 Sonsof Union Veerans of the Civil War. Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) [Onlin€].
(March 2, 1996). Available URL: http://suvcw.org:80/gar.html

6 The Grand Army of the Republic Hall files, Dwyer Library, Abington, Massachusetts

7 Information regarding the formation of the Women's Relief Corps, Pogt #137 found inthe
Grand Army of the Republic Hall files, Dwyer Library, Abington, Massachusdtts
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and affiliated organizations and to purchese red estatein the town of Rockland and thereon to erect ad
maintain a suitable building..."” Shortly after the formation of the association, alot of land on School
Street was purchesed from A.W. Perry, a prominent local businessman, for $800.°

On March 1, 1899, the Rockland Women's Relief Corps met to condder designsfor the proposed hall.
Mr. William Harrison Hebberd, aloca builder, presented the most acceptable plan. The building was
originally congtructed with indoor plumbing as well as eectric lights. Electricity hedjust beeningtaled
in Rockland in 1892, and the Grand Army of the Republic Hall was presumably among the first to
include electrical service. Local support for the congtruction of this building can be seen inits materias,
mog notably in the stained glass windowson the second floor which were donated by local citizens and
organizations.

The comersione of the Grand Army of the Republic Hall wes laid with grest ceremony on July 3, 1899.
The Hall was completed by early 1900, and officially opened for public ingpection on January
29,1900.10 jhe following day, it was dedicated with alarge supper and festive ceebration in the upper
meeting room. The guest list included membersand familiesof the post and the Women's Relief Corps,
as well as representatives from the Massachusatts Departments of the G.A.R. and the Women's Relief
Corps, the clergy of Rockland, membersof the fire department, honored officials, and representatives
from organizations which had dreedy reserved the hall for meetings and functions.

The Grand Army of the Republic Hall was built with specific intent for use as alocal meeting and socid
hall. Itsfirst floor comprises utilitarian rooms, such as the kitchen and toilets, a small smoking room,
and alower meeting hall. The sscond floor is more formal, with a series of ante-rooms leading to en
upper meeting hall. In the spring of 1900, two cadt iron. Civil War cannonswere placed a the front of
the dte facing School Street. These cannon were donated by Pogt #74 and survive on the Ste today.

(continued)

8 Meseting log of the Women's Relief Corps Association, December 23,1898, uncata ogued
collections of the Generd George L. Hartsuff, Post #74, Grand Army of the Republic Hall, Rockland,
Massachusetts

9 Grand Army of the Republic Hall files, Dwyer Library, Abington, Massachusetts.

10 Information regarding the opening ceremonies of the Grand Army of the Republic Hdll is
found in the meeting records of the Women's Relief Corps Association, houssd in the uncatd ogued
collections of the Generd George L. Hartsuff, Post #74, Grand Army of the Republic Hall, Rockland,
Massachusits.
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During the early part of the twentieth century, the Hall became acentrad meeting place for many loca
organizations, while still serving as an assambly hall for the G.A.R.,the Women's Relief Corps, and the
Sonsof Union Veterans (SU.V.). InApril 1901, with the veteransof the Civil War aging, they
transferred the sewardship of the Hall and its artifacts to the Wheder Camp #50 of the SU.V., mede up
of sons grandsons, and nephews of original veterans. The artifactsin the collection a the G.A.R. Hall
ae important to the history of the Pogt. They include written records and memories of Civil War
veterans, patriotic souvenirs and badges, photographs and paintings of members of the G.A.R., and other
documents and items relating to Pogt #74.

The hdl quickly becamethe favored meeting place for the numerous local chapters of nationa
organizations and small local organizations in Rockland, including the International Order of Odd
Fellows, the Sons of Saint George, the Knights of Columbus, the Ancient Order of Hibernian, the Baptist
Mission Circle, the Knights of Pythias and the Pythian Sgers, the Howard Club, the International Order
of Red Men, the Massachusetts Catholic Women's Guild, and many others, which were formed for
political, socid, fraternal, religious, or recregtiona purposes.! 1 3Q hal| hes "'Q been usd for severd
functionsin addition to meetings. The Women's Relief Corps records from the first part of the century
reported the Hall was the scene of whist parties, dances, suppers, plays, concerts, church services,
Rockland High School dances, political caucuses, dancing schools, and other uses12 All these events
and meetings held a the Grand Army of the Republic Hall established the building as a central focus of
Rockland's socia and civic history.

The Hall was supported by rent from various functions as well as fund raisers organized by the Women's
Relief Corpsor the Sonsof the Union Veterans. 1n 1922, the Hartsuff Post Memorial Association was
formed with the specificintent to own and maintain the G.A.R. Hall. On March 21, 1924, the Women's
Relief Corpstransferred ownership of the building to this new organization. Before the transfer
occurred, the women gtipulated that the building should dways be cadled the G.A.R. Hall and remain a
memoria to the veterans of the Civil War and their descendants 13 The Hartsuff Post Memorial
Association owns the building today.

The Hall hosted saverd new loca tenantsin the 1920s including baby clinics of the Rockland Visiting
Nurse Association and meetings of the Rockland Women's Club. The lower meeting room was aso

(continued)

11 Ibid.
12 1bid.

13 Ibid.



NPS Form10-900-a Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-80)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet N W ey s

Grand Army of the Republic Hall
Rockland (Plymouth County)
Section number * Page M assachusetts

leased to the Rockland School Department for the school yeer of 1924 to 1925 for use as a classroom.
The next decade brought new affiliations which included the Grange, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
U.SW. Vets, and the Revolver and Rifle Club which beganto meat in the cdlar of the Hall. The Ladies
Auxiliary to the SU.V. hed weekly bingo parties in the lower meeting room throughout the 1930s

The last member of Post #74, G.A.R. died in 1938, but the G.A.R. Hall isstill today amajor part of
Rockland's community. The Hall retainsits use as meeting goecefor the Sons of Union Veteransand
their Auxiliary organization. It hes remained a gathering place for anumber of local organizations
throughout the twentieth century. Currently (1996) it is ussd by not only the SU.V and Aucxiliary, but
the Plymouth County Association, the Plymouth County Grange, the Pythian Sigters, the Living Faith
Chrigtian Church, Narcotics Anonymous, and severd Civil War reenacting organizations. These groups
hold mestings, dinners, lectures, and other socid eventswithin the same wallstheir fathers, mothers, and
grandparents gathered for socid occasons.

The Grand Army of the Republic Hall hes sarved Rockland sinceits congtruction as a center of civic ad
socid life. Community members have gathered here on numerous occasions throughout the twentieth
century to enjoy good company, entertainment, and commemorative surroundings. The G.A.R. Hall's
sample, yet striking Queen Anne architecture is amonument to the brave veteransof the Civil War, yet it
isdso asignificant public building inthe community of Rockland whose citizens meet, play, dance,
sing, pray, and remember their loca heroeswithin its walls.

(end)
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(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description

As recorded in the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, Court Street, Plymouth, Massachustts, the
parcd of land on which this resource sts is#293. A complete boundary description is found in Deed
Book 1457, Page 238.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parcel of land historically associated with the Grand Army of
the Republic Hall.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

March 31, 1997 ARI 8 By
Ms. Caral Shull NAT KNLA%@IOI fs
Kegoer

Nationa Regiger of Historic FHaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 0 \Y/ -
Dear Ms. Shull,

Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:

Grand Army of the Republic Hall, 34 Schod Sirest, Rockland (Plymouth County), MA
02370

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes bean sgned by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review
Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg 0
Nationd Regider Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commisson

endosure

CC: Hartsuff Post Memorid Association, Rockland, MA
Margaret Donohoe, Chair, Rockland Historical Commisson
Lawrence J. Chaffeg, Chair, Board of Sdectmen
Eileen Richardson, South Boston, MA
Jesdca Show, Presarvaion Consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6X7) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



