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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Poplar Hill Mansion is the only early building with archi­ 
tectural merit to survive the devastating fires which swept 
throughout the city in 1860 and again in 1886. Its architec­ 
tural features were outstanding for Salisbury in the early 
periods of the city and are now all that remains   the only 
building of its kind in the city.

Poplar Hill Mansion is a frame, double-pile structure, 
built on a high brick basement. Its exterior walls are cover­ 
ed with pine clapboards painted white with 6" exposure to the 
weather and a 3/8" bead on each board.

The south facade consists of a five-bay surface with the 
central unit of the first story carrying the entrance door 
with fanlight and pediment (a recent replacement), and the 
second story having a Palladian-style window with fluted 
pilasters and an architrave above each side window of the 
Palladian. The trim of which is similar to the main cornice. 
All other windows have 12/12 sash louvered shutters. The 
main cornice consists of a course of dentils, a quarter- 
round mold, a course of shaped modillions, a facia and a large 
double-ogee-crown molding.

Both gables form pediments and have a pair of windows at 
attic level and a bulls-eye window at the apex of the pediment. 
The walls beneath the pediments vary as to window fenestration, 
with symmetrical spacing on the west and assymetrical arrange­ 
ment on the east. The central chimneys are assymetrical, the 
east chimney standing north of the ridge of the roof, the west 
centered on the ridge.

The north facade is only three bays long and has a 
Palladian-style window at the level of the interior stair 
landing in the center of the wall. Beneath the north window 
is the north door and a porch with Chinese trellis balustrade. 
On the east side of the north facade is a small one-story 
kitchen wing which is reputed to replace a colonade and de­ 
tached kitchen.

The floor plan consists of a central stairhall, divided 
by an elliptical arch, and two rooms on either side of the 
hall. Tl^r^psi rooms, parlor and dining room, are nearly 
equalxin: '> si: ze',' /jfeging approximately sixteen feet, six inches by 
fifteen feo,t, si:is\Lnches. The drawing room on the east side

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Poplar Hill Mansion is the only early dwelling of 
architectural significance to have survived the devastating 
fires of 1860 and 1886 in Salisbury.

Poplar Hill Mansion is reputed to have been built by 
Major Levin Handy in 1795. Handy was listed as a Captain in 
Revolutionary War records and as Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Salisbury militia in 1790. He owned the land for only four 
years before his death in 1799. In 1805 it was sold to Dr. 
John Huston who lived there until his death in 1827. Dr. 
Huston paid only $300 for the land in 1805 which seems very 
little for such a large and important house, which at that 
time would have been nearly new. It seems more likely that 
Dr. Huston may have built the house after 1805 for the reason 
that the style of its woodwork resembles that of the period 
of the 1810 home of George Read in New Castle, Delaware.

Its purchase is being considered by the City of Salisbury 
with the Wicomico County government for use as a place for 
public meetings.



MHT WI-8

Recorder:

Michael Bourne, Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, 
Maryland, August 1971.

Sources:

"Delmarva Living." The Salisbury Times. (March 22, 1970).
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW 

NE 

SE

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
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Degrees Minutes Seconds

38 22 17

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

75 35 43
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Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register
ORGANl ZATION

Maryland Historical Trust
DATE

August 26, 19
STREET AND NUMBER:

94 College Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis Maryland

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State [g Local Q

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

J— /* T I i
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presletvatiofr-

OCT? 1971
Date

Orlando Ridout IV

Title State Liaison Officer 
for Maryland of 1955

Date August 26, 1971______
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Keeper of The National Registeff
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#7 DESCRIPTION continued ^<:-:^r\\\ --^

is approximately eighteen feet wide by twenty-six feet six 
inches long. The northeast room is only eight feet three 
inches wide and eighteen feet long. It does not have a fire­ 
place, but does contain an auxiliary staircase to the second 
story.

Beneath the chairrail in the hall, is a wainscot of two 
horizontal boards; high above is wallpaper depicting a land­ 
scape scene. The chairrail consists of a molded cap above a 
facia divided into equal areas of flutes and blocks. A course 
of carved interlocking strapework circles, curiously missing 
on the north side of the arch, are the chief ornament of the 
interior cornice. Fluted pilasters support the elliptical 
arch, which has cove and rope moldings. The underside of the 
arch is composed of recessed panels.

The staircase is located North of the arch. Its soffit 
is paneled and the ogee-shaped step-ends have pierce-work con­ 
sisting of an ogee curve and a cresent. There are three 
square balusters on each step; the lower step and rail termi­ 
nate in the form of a volute, the central baluster being iron. 
A half-rail with pilasters beneath ascends on the inside wall.

The most noteworthy woodwork in the house is in the par­ 
lor, (southwest room). Its mantel has fluted pilasters, two 
bands of reeded decoration and rope molding. The chairrail 
has a series of flutes and rosettes. Fluted pilasters be­ 
neath the chairrail flank the windows and doors. The cornice 
has a facia of flutes with holes beneath each flute and a 
series of flute carvings placed alternately, horizontal and 
vertical, which is similar to work in the Read House, New 
Castle, Delaware.

Each of the first-story rooms has pilasters beneath the 
chairrail. The roomside of the hall doors have raised panels 
whereas the hall side have recessed panels. Window and door 
trim is the same throughout the house, each is composed of^ 
three pieces, the molding between windows and doors differing 
as to the degree of the ogee curve. All doors have cast-butt 
hinges; some with closing mechanisms, and brass locks.

(1 of 2 continuation sheets)
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#7 DESCRIPTION continued

The dining room door is distinguished by dentil molding 
on the mantel piece and a cornice whereas the drawing room has 
a variety of molding similar to the other rooms on the mantel 
piece and a fluted motif in chair rail and cornice.

Two walls in the small northeast room have beaded boards, 
one horizontal and one vertical. The other walls are plastered,

The second story has the same floor plan as the first, but 
the carved detail of the first story trim is lacking. Each of 
the rooms has a mantel, chairrail and cornice, (except the 
cornice in the northwest room). The master bedroom, above the 
drawing room has a glazed cabinet on the west side of the fire­ 
place. A lavatory is located in the west closet between the 
two west rooms, and a full bath is located in the northeast 
room.

The staircase continues to the unfinished attic. The 
rafters, two feet on center, measure five by eight inches at 
their bases and taper toward the top where they are mortised, 
tenoned and pegged. The tie beams are half dove-tailed and 
nailed.

(2 of 2 continuation sheets)
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