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June 9, 1949,

REGION FOUR MEMORANDUM.

Your attention is called to the first paragraph of the Directcr's
informatinnal memsrandum of April 25 advising that a supplemental report
covering significant events nf the year, which were not covered by the
June 1 report already submitted, should be furnished in time to reach
the Directrr's Office not later than July 15.

While not specifically stated in the Director's memorandum, the prig-
inal of this supplemental report should be mailed to the Director and two

copies supplied this office, as in the case of the June 1 report.
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AIR MAIL

in WM with your msmorandum of April 25 for all
field offices, we transmit MM% 8 brief report on signifiosnt
gm«wmzmmzswtu%w‘

The emphasis given to "inadequacy of fundg® in the Director's
Annual Heport for 1948 was timely and the ﬂwm presented
clearly. So far as Yosemite Hational Park is ooncernsd it would
mwt«gi&m&%mwﬂﬁt%%&ﬁ m%gw%mm

1949 report,
GGD) C. P. Russeld

am, Pu mnm,

Enslogure

oo ’M onal Directoer, legion Pour
oo enclogure in duplicate
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A Pirve Worst in Hlstery of Yosomite Nationk) Pavk

2+ Porestry hetivity in Yosemite Imbreces Umny

iy 27, 1949,

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK,
CALIFORNIA



ATGEIPICANT EVENIS OF DHB 19L9 FISCAL YRAR

moer 9 a trail orew at Pate Vellay on the
Tuclumne River in Yosemite Hational Park discovered a forest fire. Lack
of funds had prevented mmintensnce on the telephone line so there was no
way %o swwmon imsediste hwlp. Hour afber hour the tired men fought
losing battle. Not until the heavy blanket of smoke 1ifted next day d4id
evyone in Yosemite Valley know that one of the worst fires in Yosemite
g, tearing its destructive path to the op of Bancheris

history was burning

The fire brought into sstion everyons in Tosemite frem postal clerks te
sx~G1%s who cheerfully acecepted the chmllenge to coutrol the fire and st the
same time supply the needs of LiOO weary fire fighters. Beat trensportss
tion was set up at Heteh Hebohy with the covperation of the City of Ban
Prancisee, army troops from Fort Ord moved in and performed like seasoned

ol sections of the park.

Why did we lose so mush %o this fire und have &e pay 890,000 for fire

fighting? The wnswer is sumned up best in Bernard de Vote's excellemt
larperts Magasing for February « ... beosuss 1t tosk 2l hours
mmawaummummmmmaﬁmmm that fire had broken

YOREMITE NATIONAL PARE,
CALIFORNIA




out, Why 414 1% take so long? Becsuse it had been impossible to keep

Park Service telephone lines in distent sress in pood condition.”

The cireumstancs of no telephone service {rom outpos
suntry is attributable entirely to the lacy

pay for this vital protective work.

b8 in the Yosenite

% YOsRMITH NKTI‘ON‘XQ iﬁm
OALIFORNIA



radiontion of gooseberry and currant bushes tv hesd off excessive
dasnge from White Pine Blister Rust now within striking
Tosemite from the north was given high prierity during the past yoar.

The program oalls for eradication work on 101,557 sores of whied
m‘w highest priority in the finest sugsr pine forests,

Insect control sgainet the pine berk beeblen wes carried vm over the
fall, winter, snd epring months at & cost of §5000 in which L1 trees
were folled and the bark peeled and burmed to destroy lervae. This work
is oarried on from year to year snd the number of beebles is reduced thus

usrding countless trees from fubure attasck.

A report entitled Graping Problems in Yosemibe was completed by
park forester Wmil Ermst and submitted to the Director late in Nareh,

The pack and ssddle use of park lands
improvement in control and uge were included in the sbudy.

A study w the wood ubllisation problems in Yosemite National Park
has been under way for several months and it is expeoted that valuable
date will be resdy for the 1951 estimates.

Two private land problems are being solved bthrou
the Powers Hstate lands st Tensyn lake, Yurphy Oreek and I111lcustbe
Creek, and the lolee Hetate lands st Temarack Flat. The logging threat
invelving the Wost Side Lumber Co lsnds north of Lake Bleancs has been
averted st least for 1949, The Davis Brothers opsrated on the Aspen
Valley private lands wntil closed down by winter weather. They intend
to sentinue mm&&m in 1949,

3 YOSEMITE NATIONAL TAR¥
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Yosenite National Park slong with most parks in the weat experienced
1y
pericds of time resulted in sxcessive cost for
Due te lack of rainfall and the
oxcessive low temperatures the Yosemite Powsr Plant was practically ine
setive from early Cotober until the first week in Marche This necessitated
the purchase of eommersially generated electric sune:
$12,000. Budget ewbimates bused on norsal costs, allowsd for an expenditure of
$2000 for this purpose. In order teo meet this over-sxpenditure of the
budget it was nesessary bo curtall operations in other departments, regulbing
in fewer seasonal rangers, ranger naturalists, and ssnltation men. This over-
expenditure of the budget - aggravated by the inovessed cost of wages
ander the Wapge Board sysbtem. Appropriation
1549 fisonl yeur wore submitted in August of 1946 and were
ommon labor wage of §0.97 per howr. Minimum wages paid during the
1549 fiseal year for this type of laber was §1.11 per hour, reprasenting an
inorease of over 1 /i over the sstimate. This inoresse was reflected throughe
out the whole wage beard structure and had the effect of reduscing the sveilable
ours of work by over 15,
The combination of conditions us reflected above has had & very definite
effeet on the operation of Yosemite Matisnal Park during the past year, Certain
funetions not essential to the health and wellebeing of the visiting publie

one of the most severe winters on record. Barly suowfell and extrewe
low temperatures for long
the maintenance of rosds and utilities.

'ty 8% & oot of over

8d or eliminated entirely. Gven those functions directly

L SUSHI 1ih NATIONAL PARE,
CALIFORNIA



jsmnup, parbage cellesvtion,
eonnoe could net be meintained to the degree normally
ed or desired in a mational park srea.




nt of Yoseuive Vational Park is
ruine for many years to come the location of

sents ot Grane ¥lat and
ment of Uamp 15 in Yosewite Valley, and the ersetien of
The lecation of Yoseuite Lodge has been determined and fimal plens
are being drawn. Funds set up for ingtallstion of utilities by the
sinse the Yosemite Park and Cwer
struction in 1948,
report has been slarted.

for distribution to other park areas

& COREMITE NATIONAL PARE,
- CALIFORNIA



5e FIRE PROTECTION NEEDED FOR

In order to safeguard irreplacable peintings, bownd library
volumes, histerie photographie plates, prints, msnuseriph docusents,
research and interpretive items mre used snd enjoyed to the extent of
helf & millionm visitoredays v

ﬁf:tr:g’”“ ITE NATIONAL .
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6o THAIHING SCHOOL

sgram For meburalists for nebionsl park
field arees was reorgenised lest summer when the Yoseulte School of Fleld
Natural Higbory was recpened the first time since the wars

pegradimte students were given Hational Park Service
n weeks in sotusl waturalist

grans, leading nature wallks, beanching

& Junior Nature Sohool program, and giving talks on the natural phe
found in the Yosemite regiom. Relatively mmall investmente
money thus yield incaledable dividends
park concept throughout the Natien,

in the spreading of the natiomal

WHRCPREK
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" Bach Regional Director end Superintendent is requested to prepare,
for submission to this Office not later then June 1, & report recounting
the most significent events of the 10119 FYecal vear up to the date of
submissions. -This. should be followed, after July 1, by a supplemental
report covering any significant events of the year not covered by the
June 1 re@brt.f This supplemental report should reach the Director's
Office not later than July 15

This material is requested for use in preparing the Director's
19,9 Annual Report to the Secretary. The June 1 and July 1 reports to=-
gether will constitute the Superintendent's Annual Report; no other
will be required.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS AND FOLLOW THEM CAREFULLY:

1. Start the task by making as complete & 1ist of possible topies
as you cans Of each one ask yourself the question, "Is this of sufficient
importance for mention or discussion in the Director's Amnnuel Report?”
If your answer is definitely in the negative, eliminate it from the lists
retain all others., In writing about any topic, make your account com-
plete; include such dotails as are nceded to make the situstion described
clear to on individual unfemiliar with the place or the attendant circum-
stances, but do not load it with morc detoil than is neccssarys. We shall
endcavor to revicw submissions herc &s promptly as possible, and will ask
for morc informotion on any topies thot scem to deserve fuller treatment,

2. Each topic should be given a brief heading and should be started
on 2 new sheet; topics should be numbered consccutively; there should be
a cover sheet containing & numbered list of tho topics; and 21l should be
clipped or stapled together.

%. Eoch shect must bear the neme of the arca from which it originated.
lie The original of ocach roport w31l be moiled to the Director's
Offico. At the some time, two copics will be moiled to the Regignel Office.
The Regionsl Director will be expccted to roview those and to fg
the Dircctor'!s Officc one copy of each, on which he will havevi&
such items os he considers of speeial importance. b

«..ENgineer ...sseee soe
...Naturaglist ...ee cone

e
;a{f Roanger o,ecem .
- . nam. J‘:.zsisi%.”é -

.
ane”
g ...Oper. Mar. ..
...Yorester

............

oo o MEechOaniC  sessseve

os.Fileg

tsspessace

LR AR R R X TR )




5« The Regional Director's report will deal with significant
Regional Office events or activities; it should not attempt to summarize
events throughout the region or the reports received from the Superintendents.

6e Any field official should feel free to offer suggestions for
improvement of the overall character of the Director's Annual Report or
for treatment of any topic or any phase of the work of the National Park
Service in the reporta

S ) G /J(:\//

e : S . C:;§2w+on By Drursry %
: . o - . Directora.

207-01.4 Reports, Supt's, Annual. : : 1304
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Each Regional Director and Superintendent is requested to prepare,
for submission to this Office not later than June 1, a report recounting ..
the most significant events of Tthe 1949 Fisoal vear up to the date of
submission. This should be followed, after July 1, by a supplemental
report covering any significant events of the year not covered by the
June 1 report. This supplemental report should reach the Director's
Office not later than July 15a

This material is requested for use in preparing the Director's
19119 Annual Report to the Secretary. The June 1 and July 1 reports to-
gether will constitute the Superintendent's Annual Report; no other
will be requireds.

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS AND FOLLOW THEM CAREFULLY:

i s s o——

o

1. Start the task by making as complete a list of possible topics
as you cons Of each one ask yourself the question, "Is this of sufficient
importance for mention or discussion in the Director's Annual Report?!
If your answer is definitely in the negative, climinate 1t from the list;
retain a1l others. In writing about any tovic, make your account com-
plete; include such details as are nceded to makc the situction described
clcer to on individual unfemiliar with the nlace or the attendant circum=
stances, but do not load it with more detoil than is necessarye. We shall
endeavor to review submissions herc as promptly as possible, and will ask
for morc informotion on any topics thot scem to deserve fuller treatment.

o, Each topic should be given o brief heading and should be started
on & ncw sheet; topies should be numbered conscecutivelys therc should be
o cover shect contoining a numbered list of the topics; and all should be
clipped or stapled together.

%, Eoach sheot must bear the nemc of the orce from which it originated.
Jie The original of cach report will bo mailed to the Director's
Officc. At the same time, two copiles will be mailed to the Regional Office.
The Regioncl Direetor will be expocted to review these ond to forward to
the Dircctor's Office one copy of each, on which he will hoeve indicated
such items as he considers of speeial importance.



5« The Regional Director's report will deal with significant
Regional Office events or activities; it should not attempt to summarize
events throughout the region or thc reports received from the Superintendents.

6e Any field official should feel free to offer suggestions for
improvement of the overall character of the Director's Annual Report or
for treatment of ony topic or ony phase of the work of the National Park
Service in the reporta

?«g
Newbon Be Drury,
Directora
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