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Town 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Waltham, MA 

Address 38 Linden Street 

Histor ic Name Eastern Middlesex County-

Second D i s t r i c t Court 

Use: Present institutional 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1938-1940 

Source 

Style 

placQue i n lobby 

Art Deco 

Architect Charles R. Greco 

Exterior Uall Fabric YELLOW BRICK 

Outbuildings none 

Itejor Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition rood 

UTM REFERENCE \qj^3{(^h7n N(.q^qOO 

USGS QUADRANGLE LeXlAir.mKJ 

SCALE ItT-SjOnn 

nQ_ Date n/a — Hoved ^̂^̂  

Acreage (g/-6' I ''^A 5^,\Z0 sq.f t . 

Setting situated near major Main/Linden 

Sts. in te rsec t ion , l a te 19th early 20th c. 

r e s i d e n t i a l area to rear sides. Faces 

supermarket parking l o t . 

Recorded by Ed Gordon 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date June 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Eastern Middlesex County Second D i s t r i c t Court i s Waltham's most full-blown example 
of the Art Deco st y l e . I t was designed by Boston/Cambridge architect Charles R. Greco 

.and was b u i l t i n 1938-1940. I t also represents an expansion of the county^court system; 
the f i r s t Middlesex D i s t r i c t Court dates from the mid-19th century and i s located i n 
Cambridge (NR-1983). The Courthouse possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, se t t i n g , 
materials, workmanship, fe e l i n g and associations; i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings"within the community. 

The Eastern Middlesex County Second D i s t r i c t Court i s constructed of yellow bri c k and cast 
stone. I t s main facade i s treated as a projecting center pav i l i o n with side wings. A 
broad f l i g h t of s t a i r s lead to'the heavy metal double fr o n t doors. The st a i r s are flanked 
by high stone, "shoulders" which support d i s t i n c t i v e Art Deco lamps on Ram's head bases. 
In general windows are set w i t h i n t a l l v e r t i c a l bays. The central p a v i l i o n features t a l l 
openings f i l l e d w ith glass bricks. The center p a v i l i o n i s surmounted by a skylight 
set w ithin a stepped cast stone platform. This building's lobby contains well-crafted 
mosaic t i l e — c o v e r e d walls. This building i s one of three Art Deco buildings i n Waltham. 
(see #s 37, Area B) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Eastern Middlesex County Second D i s t r i c t Court was b u i l t i n 1938-1940. I t represents 
the work of Boston/Cambridge architect Charles R. Greco. This courthouse was "the'dream" 
of Judge P. Sarsfield Cuneff; On A p r i l 22," 1940, 750 people assembled for t h i s courthouse's 
dedication. This building's architect Charles R. Greco (1874-1963) was born i n Cambridge. 
He graduated from English High School i n 1892 (Cambridge) and studied engineering at 
Harvard. For many years he was associated with the Boston architectural f i r m of Wait and 
Cutter. This f i r m was responsible for the Middlesex County Court buildings at East 
Cambridge and Boston-area armories. Greco was the chief architect of Waltham News 
Tribune, A p r i l 23, 1940. Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission survey s e r i e s — V o l . I East 
Cambridge. Henry Withey—Dictionary of American Architects (deceased), 1970. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " 
Waltham News Tribune, A p r i l 23, 1940. Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission survey s e r i e s — 
Vol. I , East Cambridge. Henry Withey—Dictionary of American Architects (deceased), 1970. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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FUNCTION 
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DESCRIPTION 
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descriptive text 
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