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Town Waltham, MA

Address 38 Linden Street

Historic Nare Eastern Middlesex County-

Second District Court
Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5". black and

white)  Indicate address of U Preset  institutional
property on back of photo. o
Staple to left side of form. Origind sare
DESCRIPTION
Date 1938-1940

Source  placQue i nlobby

Style Art Deco

Architect Charles R. Greco
Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Udl Fabric YHLON BRK
feographical features. Indicate all buildings
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none

intersection(s).
Indicate north

Itejor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition rood

Howed ~¥% Date n/a —
Adesge (g/-6'1 ""A 5"M\ZO0 sqg.ft.

Setting situated near major Main/Linden

Sts. intersection, late 19th early 20th c.
residential area to rear sides. Faces

supermarket parking |ot.

UTM REFERENCE \gj*3{(*h7n N(.g*qOO Recorded by EJ Gordon
USGS QUADRANGLE LeXIAir.mKJ Organization Waltham Historical Comm
SCALE ItT-SjOnn Date June 1986

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NITOW. REGSTER (R TER A STATENENT (if appl i cabl e)

The Eastern M ddl esex County Second District Court is Waltham s nost full-blown exanple
of theArt Deco style. | twas designed by Boston/Canbridge architect Charles R Geco
.and was built i n1938-1940. |t also represents an expansion of thecounty~court system
the first Mddlesex District Court dates fromthemd-19th century andi slocatedi n
Canbri dge (NR-1983). The Courthouse possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and associations; it meets criteria Aand C of the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

AHTEITUR. SGNACNE Descripe inportant architectural features and eval uate interns of
other buildings"wthin the conmunity.

The Eastern M ddl esex County Second District Court i sconstructed of yellowhbrick and cast
stone. Itsmin facade i streated as a projecting center pavilion with side wings. A
broad flight of stairs lead to'the heavy metal double front doors. The stairs are flanked
by high stone, "shoul ders" which support distinctive Art Deco |anps on Rams head bases.
In general windows aresetwithin tall vertical bays. The central pavilion features tall
openings filled with glass bricks. The center pavilion i ssurmounted by a skylight

set within a stepped cast stone platform  This building's l[obby contains well-crafted

mosaic tile—covered walls. This building i sone of three Art Deco buildings i n Wltham
(see #s 37, Area B)

HSIORGL SGNHCOANE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and howthe
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmonity.

The Eastern M ddlesex County Second District Court was built i n1938-1940. | trepresents
the work of Boston/Canbridge architect Charles R Geco. This courthouse was "the'drean

of Judge P. Sarsfield Cuneff; Qn April 22," 1940, 750 people assembled for this courthouse's
dedication. This building's architect Charles R Geco (1874-1963) was born i nCanbridge.
He graduated from EnglishHigh School i n1892 (Canbridge) and studied engineering at
Harvard. For nany years he was associatedwith theBoston architectural firm of Wait and
Cutter. This firm was responsiblefor the Mddlesex County Court buildings at East
Canbridge and Boston-area armories. Geco was thechief architect of Waltham News

Tribune, April 23, 1940. Canbridge Historical Conmission survey series—Vol. | East
Cambridge. Henry W they—Dictionaryof Anerican Architects (deceased), 1970.

BBl @Y and or AEFEHENES

Val t ham News Tribune, April 23, 1940. Canbridge Historical Conm ssion survey series—
Vol. |, East Canbridge. Henry W they—Dictionaryof American Architects (deceased), 1970.
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Please refer to the map in the
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