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7 . faESCRtPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 
X X E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 
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( C h e c k One) 

ered Q Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved X X O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The F r o n t S t r e e t B l o c k i s a group o f f o u r b u i l d i n g s t h a t 
were c o n s t r u c t e d soon a f t e r G l o u c e s t e r ' s f i r s t Great F i r e w hich, 
on September l 6 , I83O, d e s t r o y e d a l l o f t h e s t r u c t u r e s between 
F r o n t S t r e e t and t h e h a r b o r , an area c o n t a i n i n g many o f the b u s i 
ness e s t a b l i s h m e n t s o f t h e town. Work i s b e l i e v e d t o have 
s t a r t e d on them i n I 8 3 1 . Assessors r e c o r d s show i n c r e a s e s o f 
between 60% and 90^ i n t h e v a l u a t i o n s o f these f o u r p r o p e r t i e s 
f r o m 1831 t o 1833> and one assessor's e n t r y o f 1833 s p e c i f i c a l l y 
mentions " B r i c k B u i l d i n g , F r o n t S t r e e t " under t h e r e a l e s t a t e 
h o l d i n g s o f Henry Smith, t h e n owner o f t h e p r e s e n t #55-59 Main 
S t r e e t b u i l d i n g . Since none o f t h e common p a r t y w a l l s between 
th e b u i l d i n g s c o u l d ever have been used as an e x t e r i o r w a l l (due 
t o t h e u n p o i n t e d and u n s e a l e d m o r t a r between t h e b r i c k s ) and con 
s i d e r i n g t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s i n c r e a s e i n assessed v a l u a t i o n s o f a l l 
f o u r p a r c e l s o f l a n d , i t appears t h a t a l l o f the b u i l d i n g s were 
b u i l t by 18^3» I n any case, a map o f G l o u c e s t e r ' s w a t e r f r o n t 
g i v e s p r o o f t h a t a l l f o u r b r i c k b u i l d i n g s were completed by 18^5 

The f o u r b u i l d i n g s were designed i n a smoothly c o o r d i n a t e d 
F e d e r a l i s t s t y l e , though one was l a t e r s u b s t a n t i a l l y a l t e r e d . 
B r i c k i s t h e p r i n c i p a l b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l , w i t h g r a n i t e f r a m i n g 
t h e entryways and s e p a r a t i n g t h e s t r e e t l e v e l f r o m t h e upper 
f l o o r s , c r e a t i n g a p l e a s i n g c o n t r a s t . One p a i r o f b u i l d i n g s i s 
t h r e e s t o r i e s h i g h , and the r e m a i n i n g p a i r / w a s two s t o r i e s --
though one o f t h i s p a i r was updated i n 18^0 w i t h a V i c t o r i a n 
f a c a d e , becoming t h r e e s t o r i e s h i g h -- w i t h i n d i v i d u a l l i i p r o o f s 
now c o v e r i n g t h r e e o f t h e b u i l d i n g s and p a r t y w a l l s e x t e n d i n g 
beyond t h e m o d e r a t e l y p i t c h e d r o o f l i n e . A c c e n t i n g t h e c l e a n 
l i n e s o f t h e r o o f a re f o u r massive b r i c k chimneys and f o u r smal­
l e r ones necessary t o accommodate t h e many f i r e p l a c e s o f t h e 
f o u r b u i l d i n g s . One end b u i l d i n g uses a g r a n i t e g u t t e r , w h i l e 
t h e o t h e r s r e l y on wood. A s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k c o r n i c e 
w i t h a d e r i t i l ~ m o t i f formed by a l t e r n a t e l y p r o j e c t i n g "headers" 
crowns t h e e x t e r i o r w a l l s . Each o f t h e s t r e e t l e v e l s t o r e f r o n t ^ 
i s accompanied by an entryway t o t h e upper f l o o r s . The g r a c e f u l 
s t r a i g h t facade o f t h e b u i l d i n g s i s g i v e n an i n t e r e s t i n g t w i s t 
when t h e l a s t b u i l d i n g angles away s l i g h t l y f rom t h e f i r s t t h r e e 
due t o a bend i n t h e s t r e e t , p r o v i d i n g an unusual n o n p a r a l l e l 
arrangement o f t h e i n t e r i o r w a l l s o f the l a s t b u i l d i n g . Upper 
f l o o r windows h o l d double hvmg, s i x l i g h t sashes, second s t o r y 
l i g h t s b e i n g c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r t h a n t h i r d s t o r y ones; window 
l i n t e l s v a r y f r o m g r a n i t e , t o sandstone, t o b r i c k . F l o o r areas 
v a r y f r o m 6OO and 7OO square f e e t i n t h e s m a l l e r b u i l d i n g s , t o 
900 square f e e t i n t h e V i c t o r i a h - f r o n t e d b u i l d i n ' g , ^ and t o 13OO 
square f e e t i n t h e l a r g e s t b u i l d i n g . 

Exact d e t a i l s o f t h e o r i g i n a l appearance are h a r d t o docu­
ment, b u t one major a l t e r a t i o n and o t h e r minor ones are known. 
The #61-#63 b u i l d i n g was s u b s t a n t i a l l y remodeled about I89O, i t s 
F e d e r a l i s t f r o n t b e i n g updated i n f a v o r o f a V i c t o r i a n facade. 
The two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e was e n l a r g e d t o t h r e e y i t j i t h e t o p f l o o r 
windows d i s p l a y i n g a r c h i n g b r i c k l e n t i l s and t h e window sashes 
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changed t o the much s m a l l e r l i g h t s -- t h r e e rows o f s i x o r e i g h t 
-- i n the upper sash and one s o l i d p l a t e o f g l a s s i n the low e r . 
The V i c t o r i a n - s t y l e t r i m o f c u t , t u r n e d , and shaped wood was 
added t o the window openings and a band of^wooden t r i m s e p a r a t e d 
the f i r s t f l o o r f rom t he second. At the same time an a d d i t i o n 
was added t o t h e r e a r o f the b u i l d i n g , i n c r e a s i n g t he s i z e o f 
each f l o o r by about one t h i r d . 

A n other a l t e r a t i o n was the e l i m i n a t i o n o f basement entryways 
i n t h e e x t e r i o r f r o n t s o f t h e b u i l d i n g s . I t i s n ' t known e x a c t l y 
what the s t r e e t l e v e l s t o r e f r o n t s l o o k e d l i k e , b u t these base­
ment en t r a n c e s were done away w i t h . Very l i t t l e appears t o have 
been changed i n the upper f l o o r s , w i t h t he e x c e p t i o n , o f course, 
of t h e V i c t o r i a n b u i l d i n g . 

The s e t t i n g t oday i s b a s i c a l l y t h e same i n c h a r a c t e r as i t 
was i n I 8 3 I . Main S t r e e t ( t h e n F r o n t S t r e e t ) i s s t i l l t h e p r i n ­
c i p a l commercial a r t e r y o f the town; t h e town l a n d i n g and t h e 
h a r b o r are nearby; the l o c a l f i s h i n g f l e e t s t i l l docks w i t h i n 
v iew, and t h e Sargent-Murray-Gilman-Hough House, b u i l t i n I768, 
o v e r l o o k s a l l f r om the h i l l across the s t r e e t . The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
coherence o f t h e F r o n t S t r e e t B l o c k i s a c c e n t u a t e d by i t s l o c a ­
t i o n , s e p a r a t e d from o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s by Main S t r e e t , a p a r k i n g 
l o t , and a p u b l i c way. 

Having n e a r l y completed e x t e n s i v e exte'f'ior R e novation, t h e 
b u i l d i n g s w i l l have commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l occupants once 
i n t e r i o r work i s f i n i s h e d . Present t e n a h t s i n c l u d e t h e I s a b e l ' 
Babson Memorial L i b r a r y , a p r i v a t e l y endowed l e n d i n g l i b r a r y 
s p e c i a l i z i n g i n t h e p r e n a t a l care o f mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n , 
and The White Rainbow, a s m a l l gourmet r e s t a u r a n t . O f f i c e and 
r e t a i l space, as w e l l as apartnieiilt space, i s planned f o r t h e 
remainder o f the b u i l d i n g s . 

b 

'''^ 1 e 1374 

GPO 9 2 1 . 7 2 4 



r SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

n 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

X X I C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (It Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

I I H i s t o r i c 

! _ ] A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[5§ C o m m e r c e 

Q C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

Q C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[_\ E d u c a t i o n 

Q E n g i n e e r i n g 
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• M i l i t a r y 
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• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n ^ ' P h i . 

l o s o p h y 

L ] S c i e n c e 

S c u l p t u r e 

[ 3 ] S o c i o I ' ^ H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

^ 1 Urban Planning 
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U 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e b u i l d i n g s o f t h e F r o n t S t r e e t B l o c k 
l i e s i n two are a s . F i r s t , f r o m a p u r e l y a j ; ; ^ : ^ ^ ^ t u r a l view­
p o i n t , t h e y r e p r e s e n t o u t s t a n d i n g examples o f ^ F e d e r a l i s t A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e . T h e i r i n n a t e s i m p l i c i t y produces a f l u i d i t y o f s t y l e 
when viewed b o t h i n d i v i d u a l l y and as a group. The d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f F e d e r a l i s t A r c h i t e c t u r e b l e n d h a r m o n i o u s l y t o 
e f f e c t an a r c h i t e c t u r a l u n i t y i n t h e smooth s t r e e t s c a p e even 
though t h e f o u r a b u t t i n g b u i l d i n g s have s e p a r a t e l y s t y l e d f r o n t s 
and r o o f s . The i n s e r t i o n o f a p o t e n t i a l l y d i s c o r d a n t V i c t o r i a n 
facade i n t o t h i s F e d e r a l i s t g r o u p i n g does n o t l e s s e n t he o v e r a l l 
e f f e c t , b u t r a t h e r i t s c o n t r a s t and p r o x i m i t y serve t o h e i g h t e n 
t h e a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e q u a l i t i e s o f each s t y l e . 

The second and p o s s i b l y g r e a t e r area o f s i g n i f i c a n c e l i e s 
w i t h these b u i l d i n g s and t h e i r development w i t h i n t h e h i s t o r i c 
c o n t e x t o f t h e c i t y o f G l o u c e s t e r . A f t e r t h e d e v a s t a t i n g Great 
F i r e o f 183O d e s t r o y e d many o f t h e town's s t o r e s and shops, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the West End, major changes o c c u r r e d i n t h e 
c i t y ' s b u i l d i n g s t y l e s and m a t e r i a l s when r e c o n s t r u c t i o n began. 
W i t h t h e memory o f t h e f i r e s t i l l f r e s h i n mind, b r i c k and 
g r a n i t e were chosen over l e s s expensive and more p o p u l a r wood 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . The s t r o n g w i l l o f t h e people t o , r e c o v e r f r o m 
a d v e r s i t y and t o c o n t i n u e t o grow w i t h t h e p r o s p e r i n g town are 
sym b o l i z e d by t h i s b r i c k and g r a n i t e c o n s t r u c t i o n . Urban devel­
opment showed a measurable advance when t h e i n d i v i d u a l l a n d 
owners c o o p e r a t e d i n c o n s t r u c t i n g a b u t t i n g b u i l d i n g s u s i n g com­
mon p a r t y w a l l s . E f f i c i e n c y was g a i n e d , b u t n o t a t the cos t o f 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y ; s e p a r a t e l y s t y l e d f r o n t s , r o o f s , c o r n i c e s , 
l e n t i l s and g u t t e r s t e s t i f i e d t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l i t y o f each 
owner. The c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d a s i g n i f ­
i c a n t a d d i t i o n t o the town; t h i s can be seen by t h e r e p e a t e d 
r e f e r e n c e t o " b r i c k b u i l d i n g s " i n t h e l a n d deeds, assessors 
r e c o r d s , and raiaps f r o m I 8 3 I t o 1851. As t i m e passed, these 
b u i l d i n g s have p r o v i d e d s t u r d y examples o f New England urban 
s o c i e t y ; human i n s c a l e and modest i n e x p r e s s i o n , these n i n e ­
t e e n t h c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g s compare f a v o r a b l y w i t h t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y homes o f t h e are a , such as t h e Sargent-Murray-Gilman-
Hough House. The c o n t r a s t between t h e two p e r i o d s , w i t h t h e 
added f l a V o r o f the nearby dock ar e a , combine t o a c c e n t u a t e t h e 
New England s e a p o r t c h a r a c t e r o f G l o u c e s t e r . •. ! 

( c o n t . ) 
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Director, Office ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D j f e 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper ot Ttiw National Re6ieter. 

Date 

GPO 931.894 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

E s s e x 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

MAY 8 J9Z4 
(Number all entries) 

8. S i g n i f i c a n c e ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
Front Street Block, Gloucester 

E q u a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t , t h e F r o n t S t r e e t B l o c k p r o v i d e s a v i v i d 
example o f t h e f e a s i b i l i t y f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n o f a l l t h e many worth­
w h i l e h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s found t h r o u g h o u t t he West End p o r t i o n o f 
G l o u c e s t e r . . 

/ /Iv "'>• 
A../' htZc:-.-;. 

''^Al 
I9Z4 

I ••-.("/o-

V./ > v V - '' 

GPO 9 2 1 .7 24 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

Ma s sa cViii s e 1 1 s 
C O U N T Y 

E s s e x 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Front street Block,Gloucester (Number all entries) 

9. cont. 
History of the Town of Gloucester, 
by John J. Babson, Gloucester, 1860 

"Map of Gloucester Waterfront - 1845" located at 
Cape Ann Historical Society, Gloucester 

Land Deeds for these buildings from 1830 to 1860 located 
at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem, Mass. 

Valuation Tax Books 18 31 - 1837 located 
at Assessors Office, City Hall, Gloucester, Mass. 

MAY 8 W4 

APR I 6 1974 
NATIONAL 

GPO 9 2 1 . 7 2 4 



PROPERTY 

WORKING NUMBER V. /6, 7V. <Z^/ r 
STATE 2/la^^»^ 

TECH REVIEW 
PHOTOS l_ 

MAPS -JL 

CONTROL REVIEW 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN / L o - ! ^ S ^ ^ C I ^ M / ^ f l O C ^ < J > V 3 O M Q U ^ , ^ 

(Sgg^ ̂ ^^^ 
ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

5)3)7^ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

C3-KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 

Federal Register entry ^̂ ^̂ -̂ '-'̂ -Q- ^ >̂  9 7 Re-submit. 

Entered 
I N T - 1 5 3 8 - 7 3 



ash'sy i^S^ iCtdZahtcJ-, ' 4/15/74. • 

&ii^<?e. 6^cch^,affcd>^<i^^-H> Mj/hie.rkK, 

' . '>: ' -'^ ) yy ) ':% 







Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

W e s t E n d B u i l d i n g s 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

F r o n t S t r e e t B l o c k 

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS) 

MAY fl 1974 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O U N T Y 

E s s e x 
T O W N 

G l o u c e s t e r 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

5 5 - 7 1 M a i n S t r e e t 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

C i t y o f G l o u c e s t e r 
A s s e s s m e n t M a p # 7 

D A T E 

1 9 7 3 

S C A L E 

1 i n c h = ' ! + 0 f e e t 

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW-

jzy APR 1 S 1974 

rf': NATiOMAL 
REGISTE,: 

.,cr/ 
/ / 

••JJj2}'y} 
GPO 93 2.010 





Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

West End B u i l d i n g s 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

F r o n t S t r e e t B l o c k 

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O U N T Y 

Essex 
T O W N 

G l o u c e s t e r 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

West E n d , 5 5 - 7 1 M a i n S t r e e t 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U . S . G . S . G l o u c e s t e r , M a s s . 
D A T E 

1960 
S C A L E 

1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW 

\ \5: 

GPO 93 2.010 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE HiSSACfTOSETTS 

Date Entered 8 '974 

Name Loca t ion 

QoadraQglc-fteteoon 8tr*«e Historle 
District 

Suffolk County Court House 

Front Strsst Block 

Springfield 
Hsmpdsn County 

Boston 
Suffolk Couaty 

Gloucester 
Essex County 

CO 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

Eon. Edward W. Brooke 
Eon. Edward P. Boland 
Bon. John J. Moakley 
Bon. Michael J. Rarrlngi^ton 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

State Historle Preservation Officer 
Hon. Jota F. Z. Davoren 
Secretary of the Cotrooowealth 
Chairman, Tiassachusetts Historical 
Coanlsslon 

40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 


