Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M assachusetts
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Essex
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
Type all entries complete licable sections)
(Typ mp app ) MY 8
I. NAME
C OMMON:

West End Buildings
Front Street Block
2. LOCATON

STREET ANDNUMBER:

"ATIS?N VO

( to be used for publication )

-West End. 55-71 Main Street

CITY OR TOWN ;

Gloucester

STATE

Massachusetts
3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
(Check  One)

S  District . Building Public
Site [J Structure H Private
Object +  Both

CODE

009

ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Sixth
CopE COUNTY:
025 Essex
OWNERSHIP STATUS
Public Acquisition: 0 Occupied
[ 1In Process 1 1 Unoccupied

. . N
[ | Being Considered Preservation work

in proqresr

PRESEIJNT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I i Agricultural I I Government Pork n Transportation
Commercial I 1 Industrial I | Private Residence S Other (Specify)

K] Educational I 1 Military | 1 Religious reS| dent| al

| 1 Entertainment [ I Museum I 1 Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Harold Bell

STREET AND NUMBER:

Brier Road ( no number)
CITY OR TOWN:
Gloucester
5. tOCATfONOF LEGAL OESCRfPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

STATE:

M assachusetts 01930

Essex Countv Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

32 Federal Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Salem

6. "REPRESENTATION IN EXISTtHG SURVEYS

TITL-E OF SURVEY:

M assachusetts

Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Conmonweal t h

DATE OF SURVEY:

Restricted

Unrestricted

L.AATITILI A

At fn

1974 Federal n State . County .
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Reacnn Strpet
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

617-727-8470

Rngt-.nn

Massachusetts 02108

CODE

02b

[ | Comments
Oi
5
o
Cc
gg
X
025
APR 16 -y"

>



faESCRtPTION
(Check One)

X X Excellent . Good . Fair | | Deteriorated . Ruins f | Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
ered Q Unaltered n  Moved X X Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Front Street Block i sa group of four buildings that
were constructed soon after Gloucester's first Great Fire which,
on September |6, 1830, destroyed all of thestructures between
Front Street and t heharbor, an area containing many of the busi
ness establishments of thetown. Work i sbhelieved to have
started on them i n1831. Assessors records show increases of
bet ween 60% and 907 i nt hevaluations of these four properties
from 1831 t o 1833> and one assessor's entry of 1833 specifically
mentions "Brick Building, Front Street" under thereal estate
hol dings of Henry Smith, then owner of thepresent #55-59 Main
Street building. Since none of the common party walls between
the buildings could ever have been used as an exterior wall (due
to thewunpointed and unsealed mortar between thebricks) and con
sidering the simultaneous increase i nassessed valuations of al |l
four parcels of land, it appears that all of thebuildings were
built by 18"3» | nany case, a map of Gloucester's waterfront
gives proof that all four brick buildings were completed by 1875

The four buildings were designed i na smoothly coordinated
Federalist style, though one was | ater substantially altered.
Brick i stheprincipal building material, with granite framing
the entryways and separating the street level from the upper
floors, creating a pleasing contrast. One pair of buildings i s
three stories high, and theremaining pair/was two stories --

t hough one of this pair was updated i n 180 with a Victorian

facade, becom ng three stories high -- with individual liip roofs
now covering three of thebuildings and party walls extending
beyond t he moderately pitched roof line. Accenting the clean

lines of theroof are four massive brick chimneys and four smal-
ler ones necessary t o accommdate themany fireplaces ofthe
four buildings. One end building uses a granite gutter, while
the others rely on wood. A slightly projecting brick ~cornice
with a deritil~motif formed by alternately projecting "headers"
crowns theexterior walls. Each of thestreet level store front?
is accompanied by an entryway totheupper floors. The graceful
straight facade of thebuildings i sgiven an interesting twist
when thelast building angles away slightly from thefirst three
due toa bend i nthestreet, providing an unusual nonparallel
arrangement of theinterior walls of thelast building. Upper
floor windows hold double hvmg, si xlight sashes, second story
lights being considerably larger than third story ones; wi ndow
lintels vary from granite, to sandstone, tobrick. Floor areas
vary from 600 and 700 square feet i nthesmaller buildings, to
900 square feet i ntheVictoriah-fronted buildin'g,” and t o 1300
square feet i nthelargest building.

Exact details of theoriginal appearance are hard t o docu-
ment, but one major alteration and other minor ones are known.
The #61-#63 building was substantially remodel ed about 1890, its
Federalist front being updated i nfavor of a Victorian facade.
The two story structure was enlarged to three yitji thetopfloor
wi ndows displaying arching brick lentils and t he wi ndow sashes



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P LACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Es sex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

EN TRY NUN”BER

(Continuation Sheet)

MY 8 W4
(Number all entrief) , \
7- Description (continued]
changed to thenmuch smaller lights -- three rows of si xor eight

-- i ntheupper sash and one solid plate of glass i nthe |ower.
The Victorian-style trim of cut, turned, and shaped wood was
added tothew ndow openings and a band of”*wooden trim separated
the first floor from the second. At the sane time an addition
was added totherear of thebuilding, increasing the size of
each floor by about one third.

Anot her alteration was theelimnation of basement entryways

in theexterior fronts of thebuildings. I tisn't known exactly
what the street level store fronts |looked Iike, but these base-
ment entrances were done away with. Very little appears t o have

been changed i ntheupper floors, with the exception, of course,
of theVictorian building.

The setting today i sbhasically the same i ncharacter as i t
was i nl83l. Main Street (then Front Street) i sstill the prin-
cipal commercial artery of thetown; thetown |anding andthe
harbor are nearby; thelocal fishing fleet still docks within
view, and t he Sargent-Murray-Gil man-Hough House, built i n 1768,
overlooks all from thehill across thestreet. The architectural

coherence of theFront Street Block i saccentuatedby its loca-
tion, separated from other structures by Main Street, a parking
lot, and a public way.

Having nearly completed extensive exte'f'ior Renovation, the

buildings will have commercial and residential occupants once
interior work i sfinished. Present tenahts include thelsabel '
Babson Memorial Library, a privately endowed lending library
specializing i ntheprenatal care of mothers and their children,
and The White Rainbow, a small gourmet restaurant. Office and
retail space, as well as apartnieiilt space, i splanned for the

remai nder of the buildings.
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STAT EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of thebuildings of theFront Street Block

lies I ntwo areas. First, from a purely aj;;":"Mural view-
point, they represent outstanding examples of”*Federalist Archi-
tecture. Their innate simplicityproduces a fluidity of style

when viewed both individuallyand as a group. The distinctive
characteristics of Federalist Architecture blend harmoniously to
effect an architectural unity i nthe smooth streetscape even

t hough the four abutting buildings have separately styled fronts
and roofs. The insertion of a potentiallydiscordant Victorian
facade into this Federalist grouping does not lessen the overall
effect, but rather its contrast and proximity serve to heighten
the appreciation of thequalities of each style.

The second and possibly greater area of significance lies
with these buildings and their development within the historic
context of thecity of Gloucester. After thedevastating GCreat

Fire of 1830 destroyed many of thetown's stores and shops,
particularly i ntheWst End, major changes occurred i nthe
city's building styles and materials when reconstruction began.
Wth themenory of thefire still fresh i nmnd, brick and
granite were chosen over less expensive and nore popul ar wood
construction. The strong will of thepeople to,recover from
adversity and t o continue togrow with theprospering town are
symbolized by this brick and granite construction. Ur ban devel-
opment showed a measurable advance when theindividual Iand
owners cooperated i nconstructing abutting buildings using com
mon party walls. Efficiency was gained, but not at the cost of
individuality;, separately styled fronts, roofs, cornices,
lentils and gutters testified totheindividuality of each

owner. The completion of theconstruction represented a signif-
icant addition tothetown; this can be seen by the repeated
reference to "brick buildings" i ntheland deeds, assessors

records, and raiaps from 183l to 1851. As time passed, these
buildings have provided sturdy examples of New England urban
society; human i nscale and modest i nexpression, these nine-
teenth century buildings compare favorably with the eighteenth
century homes of thearea, such as the Sargent-Murray-Gil man-
Hough House. The contrast between the two periods, with the
added flaVor of thenearby dock area, combine t o accentuate the
New Engl and seaport character of Gloucester. o. |

(cont.)



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

"White Houses and Gardens Once Distinguished the West End"
by Alfred Mansfield Brooks
Gloucester Daily Times, April 8, 194

American Building James Marston Fitch, Boston, 1948.

"The Domestic Architecture of Beacon Hill 1800 - 1850"

by Carl J. Weinhardt, Jr.

The Proceedings of the Bostonian Society, Annual Meeting, 1958
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Equally significant, theFront Street Block provides a vivid
example of thefeasibility forpreservation of all the many worth-
while historic buildings found throughout the Wst End portion of

Gl oucester.
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History of the Town of Gloucester,
by John J. Babson, Gloucester, 1860
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"Map of Gloucester Waterfront - 1845" located at
Cape Ann Historical Society, Gloucester

Land Deeds for these buildings from 1830 to 1860 located
at Essex County Registry of Deeds, Salem, Mass.

Valuation Tax Books 183l - 1837 located
at Assessors Office, City Hall, Gloucester, Mass.
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