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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Congregational Church of Milbank, built 1883, has a Victorian Gothic appear-
ance with every major opening having a lancet, bichrome surround. The windows are
set well back from the plane of the wall and are coupled on the east and west facades.
The south or front portion has a large pointed arched window with heavy tracery.

A square tower with a bracketed pyramidical termination appears on the right-front
corner; Tancet shaped lourves appear in the roof.

Some of the buildings general characteristics include a white chaska brick facing,

a limestone facade, a combination gablet and gable roof and pilasters. Two oval win-
dows appear in the front and rear facades. The apse displays a gable roof section
that is smaller in height than the rest of the church. A tall single stack chimney
also appears on the rear facade. There are two major entries: one on the south fa-
cade and the other on the west facade which has an open porch with its own roof.

Major changes occured on the buildings interior in 1906 because of a fire. Also a
full basement was added in 1934. The only visable exterior changes is a cubical en-
try on the west facade and the slate roofing shingles were replaced with asphalt shin-
gles. -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Congregational Church of Milbank has religious significance because it

is one of the oldest churches in continual use in the state. A second important
facet is that it provides the state with one of the better examples of High Victor-
jan Gothic church architecture. This design on this type of building makes it an
important contribution to the states architecture.

Milbank's earliest citizens organized and platted the city in July 1880. The growth
of the city was because the Hasting and Dakota division of the Chicago, Milwaukee
and St. Paul railway routed the railroad from Ortonville, Minnesota through the city.

In September of 1880 the Milbank Congregational Church began and for several years
its members held church in various places. Mr. Jerimiah Milbank visited the town
that was named for him in June of 1881 and promised $15,000 for the construction

of a nondenominational church. Milbank (1818-1884) was a prosperous banker and a
director of Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul railroad. Construction began in May
of 1883 and finished in September of that year with James P. Niblo as the architect
and contractor.

By Late 1883 Milbank realized that his nondenominational church would not work; so
he deeded the building and Tand to the American Home Missionary Society. It was
given to this national organization until the local congregational unit proved it
was permanent. This occured in 1889 when the deed was transferred.

Only once has the church been threatened by destruction. This happened in 1906 when
a chandelier crashed to the floor causing extensive interior damage. Therefore many
changes occured on the inside. For over ninety-four years the building has served
congregationalists.
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