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DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Exce | lent . Good . Fo [ | Deteriorated . Ruins r | Unexposed
(sCheck One; (Check One)

CONDITION

*"Altered . Unaltered n  Moved [3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEAR AN CE

Surrounded by spacious lawns and ancient trees, the Anos Hol brook house

is set back from theroad at t he apex of a curved driveway. Built i n 1800,
the Hol brook House i s white clapboard over brick on t hefacade, with a
protrusion signifying thebelt course. The remaining elevations are brick.
A two-story building with a five bay facade, it has a hip roof with two
chimeys set i non each side. The lintels arebrick (painted white) and
the structure rests on a dressed granite foundation. The original building
consisted only of t heconventional arrangenent of central hall and eight
roons, but i t has had many |ater alterations.

In 372, abrick service appendage, i ntheconformng Federal style, was
added t ot hewest elevation, causing i tt obecome three bays wide. O the
appendage, which has one chimey, thenorth and south sides are five

bays wide; thewest side i sthree bays wide; theeast side, projecting
fromtherear of theoriginal structure, i stwo bays wide. The col umed
and balustraded front porch was al so added i n1872, as were additional
dormers on both sides of thehip roof.

In 1907 a five-bay sem -octagonal wing was added t ot herear southeast

el evation of theoriginal structure and therear chimeyrelocated.

A one-story Doric columed porch was added t ot heremaining three-bay

south side of theoriginal structure, between thetwowings. [1n1935 al |
of thesash, which had at various times been altered, were returnedto the
original six over eight.

The dining roomretains theoriginal tronmpe |'oeil ceiling and wall
frescoes, as does thehall on both thefirst and second floors. The
front parlor and dining roomcontain theoriginal American Adam mantel -
pi eces, door ovprpanels, mouldings andcornices.

The barn,c.1810, i premarkably simlar totheDerby barn, designed by
Sanmuel Mclrttire in|1798,though t heHolbrook barn i ssmaller. |tisa
white clapboard two-story structure with a hip roof and a protruding
center sectionon thefacade, consisting of themnin door topped by an
arch opening and a shallow pediment. The barn was relocated fromthe east
side of thehouse toitspresent location t othesoutheast i n 1907.

A one-story three-bay garage was added i n 1963.

Additional outbuildingsinclude a greenhouse and potting shed, c. 1907,
a brick root celiar,c.1860, and a wooden hexagonal gazebo, c.1907.
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 «  16th Century +  18th Century *  20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century [3 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (Il Applicable and Known) 1800 and 1872

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol | 1 Education . Political I I Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi. *  Other (-Specify;
Historic [ 1 Industry losophy
i | Agriculture I | Invention [X] Science
p)* Architecture I 1 Landscape f] Sculpture
Q Art Archi tecture I | Sociol/Humon-
I 1 Commerce I | Literature i tarion
I I Communicotions . Military (+ Theater
Conservation Music | 1 Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Amos Hol brook House stands on t he summt of Milton Hill. Wthits
surrounding five acres of land, i ti ssituated on what formerly wast he

estate of Thomas Hutchinson, thelast royal governor of Massachusetts.
Beginning i n1743 until he fled America for England i n1774, Governor

Hut chi nson attended i nparticular tothecultivation of histrees, soneof
which arebelieved t obe extant on t he property.

The house was built i n1800 by Dr.Ams Hol brook (1753~122)2) who had been
a Revolutionary Vr surgeon. @ hisreturn toMlton i n1777, Hol brook
instigated thefirst attenpt by an American community t oestablish a
canpaign for local small pox inoculation. The initiation of theMlton
program resulted i nthefirst state lawfor thebetterment of comunity
health. Amemnent man i nhis profession, Holbrook rentertained General
Lafayette i n1824 i nt he house.

The tronpe |'oeil architectural frescoes arebelieved t obe contenporary
with thehouse and traditionally said t obe done by Italian craftsmen.
They ar e considered by architectural historians t obe unique, for their
time, i nAmerica. Today these frescoes arei na remarkable state of
preservation, with only a fewsigns of their age, and certain areas that
have been repainted. The finely carved American Adammant el pi eces, door
overpanel s and noul dings highly conpliment the frescoes.

The Miseum of t he Anerican China Trade purchased t he Hol brook propertyi n
1973 i norder t opreserve t hehouse and save i tfromdemolition and the
subsequent devel opment of tract housing. The property, along with that of
the adjacent Muiseumof t heAmerican China Trade (The Robert B.Forbes House,
National Historic Landmark) i slocated across Adans Street froma preserved
14 acre open space that runs down t ot he Neponset Estuary. The conserva-
tion of theproperty and t hebuildings assures thecontinuation of Mlton
Hill as a unique refuge fromtheurban density which lies at its base.




?. MAIAR6I &L10GRAPHICAL REFEREINCES

1. Hamilton, E.Pierce, AHistory of Mlton, Milton Historical Society, 1858.
2. Teele,Albert K ,ed., The History of MIton, Mass. 1640t o 1887,
Town of Milton, 1887.
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this propej-ty for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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