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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Designed by Thomas Rpdd and b-uilt between 1886 and 1888 the Indianapolis 
Union Railway Station is an excellent example of Romanesque Revival architec­ 
ture. The main elevaion of the Station faces north on Jackson Place and the 
east and west are bordered by McCrea Street and Illinois Street respectively. 
The rear of the station faces on the elevated tracks that serve it. This 
building is an important landmark just south of the central Monument Circle 
in Indianapolis.

The major spaces of the first floor are supported by flat brick arches 
carried by inverted iron "T's" and supported by iron beams and/or massive 
stone bearing walls. A few of the small areas are carried by wooden joists.

This three story rectangular structure (145 f X 145') is built of red- 
orange brick laid in common bond on a dark red, stone base with a rock faced 
finish. The building has weathered to an almost black patina concealing the 
color differences in the material. Five distinct units compose the facade 
(north elevation). A major^rlck tower with a square cross-section and a 
series of decorative brick revetments above the clock faces is the most pro­ 
minent feature. The corners of this tower are defined by semi-circular tour- 
elles with conical caps and the tower is topped with a polyfoil spire that is 
covered with slate. The main entrance is centered on the facade and consists 
of three pairs of wooden doors with large fixed lights and brass kick plates 
almost three feet in height. This main entryway is covered by a marquee that 
was added sometime in the 1920 f s. The roof is an series of intersecting 
gables and hipped elements with a stone cornace and covered with plate which 
defines corner pavilions.

The majority of the first floor window openings are expressed as semi­ 
circular brick arches. The original frames have been replaces with glass 
block to--about-a foot--below--the spring tine--of the arches and the area above 
the glass block has been closed with brick. The second floor has the original 
~double-hung.,wooden windows. Most noticeable are the two fine stained glass 
wheel windows which define the north and south elevations of the building. 
These"'windows about 20 feet across form the ends of the barrel/vaulted 
vestibule and are glazed with green, amber, and off-white stained glass. A 
series o'f five stained glas^ skylights about six feet square in the barrel 
vault have a similar patina.

The interior of the Union Station is dominated by the monumental barrel 
vaulted waiting room that extends the length of the building arid forty-five 
feet to the roof and is one of the finest large scale public spaces in Ind­ 
ianapolis. Looking north or south one sees the two'stained N glass wheels at
either end of the building and looking up one views the stained glass in the
« •) ~ i i. ^ (i j f - 11 r -- *- / — — ~ .."_"•_ ' 
barrel vault.

The main doors open into a vestibule twelve feet deep which in turn 
opens into the waiting room. The waiting room is three stories in height and 
is surrounded*by a ieries^of Shops'on tne"east*and"west"including a dining 
room, jeweler, and ticket offi'des'.10 The'second'flbbr'Is~a series of small 
shops and the third floor is a series of former railrbad offices. Systems 
such as tft^ New' tork" Conferal,' arid Pennsylvania are still evident through the 
signs on the windows. ' bflginklly the waiting robin'was entirely"two" Stories 
but shops were added to the first floor.
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DESCRIPTION CONTINUED

The floor of the waiting room is terrazzo with a gray field and strips 
about 1 1/2 feet wide with a scroll design in green and red. The wall and 
ceilings are made of painted plaster and incorporate various scroll and bracket 
designs to decorate the corriaces and corners. The piers of the main waiting 
room have marble wainscotting and are faced with pilasters as a part of the Romsn, 
arched order expression. The balcony is defined by a finely detailed open iron 
balustrade and carried cantilevered from the wall by a series of scroll type 
brackets.

The basement contains the public toilets and each of these facilities in­ 
cludes a large waiting room with wash stands and benches. The men f s room has 
very large urinals that are about 5 1/2 feet high and 2 feet wide. What once 
was called the immigrants waiting room is now used for storage.

The structural system of the building is in good condition but the details 
are suffering from lack of maintainence.
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The present Indianapolis Union Station stands on the site of the first 
Union Station in the UniteA-States. The first'train pulled into Indianapoli 
on October 1, 1847 over the newly laid tracks from Madison, Indiana and 
started extensive changes in the towns economy as it quickly became one of 
the nations rail centers. Railroad leaders in Indianapolis saw the need for 
some kind of system to get growing numbers of trains and railroads in and out 
of town.

In August of 1849 the Union Railway Company was formed to solve the 
problem. They laid track all the railroads could use and on September 28, 
1853 they opened the first Union Station. This building, a brick structure 
(120 1 X 420') with a clerestory planned by Captain Thomas A. Morris contained 
five tracks.

By the Civil War the station was already too small and was widened to 
200 feet and a eating house was added. In 1870, W.R. Holloway, writing in 
Indianapolis; a. Historical and Statistical Sketch of t;he Railroad Cit;y was 
calling for "the erection of"a similar building on a 'larger scale, now ' 
urgently r demanded^ T .must^ere long become a necessity if the great convience 
of"one passenger depot" for all bur raiiway' £ines 'be' continued"." M fois"nee 
was finally fulfilled in 1886 when the old station was demolished and the 
City Council granted several street closings to construct a new Union Station 
The Indianapolis Union^Station represents an early example of planning for 
urban transportation. ' /l

Built between 1886 and 1888 the new and present Union Station provides 
Indianapolis wit^one of the best examples of Romanesque Revival Architecture 
in the United States. The rugged strength of Romanesque architecture has 
been carefully,rendered here in materials, design, and space utilization.

From the terrazzo floors through the finely made balcony to the stained 
glass windows at either end and at the ceiling the waiting room of the Union 
Station is one of the finest public spaces in Indiana. Its monumental size 
obscures some of the new neon signs that glow over booths in the room and the 
old benches quickly.bring one bade to,the railroad era. Thig structure is 
truly monumental both piirthg interior and pn,the,exterior. Even the scale of 
fixtures in the re^trooms is nearly moumental. .

In the height of the railroad era 2QO trains_a day moved through the 
Indianapolis Union §tation. The signs on the windows of«now abandoned 
offices from railroads such as the New York Central and Pennsylvania still 
remain one or the great era of railroading.

necessity



"In the New Station," Indianapolis Joui 
Rodd, Thomas, architect and engineer. I 
Union Station. Most dates 28 July 1886 
and Assoc. , Indianapolis. Dunn, Jacob I 
Vol. 1, p. 26 3. Bicknell, Ernest P. Indd
Indianapolis Illustrated, H.R. Page Co.

•nal, 17 Sept. 1888, p. 8. 
blueprints of the working drawings of 
>. In possession of Bohlen, Meyer, Gibs 
'iatt. Greater Indianapolis. Chicago, IS
.anapolis Illustrated,
, 1889.

Indianapolis , 18?

W.R. Holloway, Indianapolis; A Historical and Statistical Sketch of the Railrc
City Indianapolis 1870.
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SIGNIFICANCE CONTINUED

The Indianapolis Union Station an outstanding architectural feature on the 
Indianapolis landscape that has survied relativj.y intact the shift in focus of 
transportation, land use, and architecture. It recalls both in mass and detail 
when Indianapolis was a leading railroad center.
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