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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Town Arlington 

Address 93 Summer Street 

H i s t o r i c Name Ell a Mahalla. Cotter S t e r l i r 
House 

Use: Present residential 

O r i g i n a l farmhouse 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1840-1865 

Source 

Style 

N/A 

Greek Revival 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

e l l extended several times 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. Historical Commission 

Date December 1984 

Moved no Date I'/A 

Approx. acreage less than 1 acre 

gg^^j_jjg The property has a low stone 

retaining w a l l , granite posts, and an iror 

gate. 

am: /<j/szz^z,c>A vz,9 TjycZ) 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTUR.AL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe iJiportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the comniunity.) 

The fi n e s t Greek Revival house i n t h i s section of Arlington, the E.M.C. Sterling House has a 
f u l l pedimented ga'Sle, a one-story Doric porch, corner p i l a s t e r s , and a side-lighted entrance. 
An extended e l l of several sections i s attached to the southeast wall of the house. The house 
stands atop a low rise" on a broad lawn, and the property i s framed by a low stone wall and gate­
posts. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the developnent of the community.) 

According to .the 1875 J.B. Beers & Co. Atlas, t h i s house belonged to E.M.C. Sterling. This was 
probably Ella Mahalla Cutter S t e r l i n g , the daughter of J. Cyms Cutte^-, who i n 1875 continued to 
own and farm most of the property surrounding t h i s house. Mrs,.Sterjing. was married_to. Edwin L. 
Sterling. 

The Cutter Family was prominent i n Arlington a f f a i r s beginning i n the early eighteenth century, 
when John Cutter was chosen to be deacon of the newly organized Northwest Precinct/Second Parish 
of Cambridge. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION . . 

The E.M.C Sterling House i s an int a c t example of the Greek Revival s t y l e . I t retains i n t e g r i t y 
of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, and association gnd i t meets c r i t e r i o n C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

BIBLI0(3RAPHy and/or PEFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

otadley map, 1898 - (does not show house ) 
Beers map, 1875 • -
Walker map, 1889 ' ' 
Arlington Past & Present, 1907. . . < 
Building permits - » 
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United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Ar l ing ton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 

y 

state Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ Date/Signature 

41. Russell Common 

Date/Signature 

^::;:f,'L!?:.„ yu.....y^^y^i Vetlonsl B«cl«t«r 
At tes t 

42. Shattuck, Ralph W., House Ea^^red I f i tk« "/deeper AAii^A.-^---^/^'^^'^-^^A^^S 

A t t e s t 

• f ? :* Ster l ing-Cut ter , E l l a sai^rad i n TKeeper y z A t ^ ' ^ i ^ ^ . ^ y A ^ ^ ^ ^ h < f / y 
Mahalla, House « ^ ' * ' 

At tes t 

44. Swadkins, Thomas, House M t l l l f l ^ iMKeeper / ^ / c ^ . ^ t < ^ - , , ^ ^ ^ ^ c ^ < ^ f 

At tes t 

45. Swan, Henry, House /Keeper 
MatlonaJ. aeflflBTer ^ — ! T 

At tes t 

46. Symmes, Jr., Stephen, House g^j^^^^ m "Uui /"(feeper yZZ^--^A''^tj'--*y^^'<-^ z/zAi'i 

A t t e s t 

47. Taylor-Dallin House Eatwed 1« tfc« -^(Sceeper / O f f d ^ - W / ^ W ^ fA^A^ 
national Eegrlater 0 y ^ 

At tes t 

48. Wayside Inn Eatw»d 1* ife« f\€epev ryjjA^u^^AAy^ A'^'^/^A 

At tes t 

49. Whittemore House ]|«J«^ In tha -^^eper {ZAcA'-^v^-^-f^^ J AlA^{ 

/ A t t es t 

50. Winn Farm a r t ^ i n ^Tteeper / / / - / y 

A t t e s t 
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( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Sterling-Cutter, Ella Mahalla, House (Arlington  
MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS ' 

CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
ZJ owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample • request 

Bat9r»d 1 

CD appeal 

MAR 6,1985 
Working No. / / " ^ 
Fed. Reg. Date: y ^ y p i ^ '  
Date Due: Z Z Z Z Z ^ - / / ^ J s S /  
Action: H ^ C E P T / ' V / f ^ S 

.RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency; 

CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

nnoved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/integrity - .' 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness ' 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context ' 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9: Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title datB 

13. Other 

CD Maps ' . . ; 
CD Photographs . 
• Other ' 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







EM.S. Ster l ing Hoi 
93 Summer Street 

BLOCK PLAN NO. 67 


