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The J.B. Johnson House is located on a mid-block lot in the residential 
neighborhood immediately adjacent to the central business district of Osakis. 
It is a two storey frame residence executed on a hexagonal plan. Decorative 
features such as cornice treatment and millwork are reminiscent of the 
Italianate mode. A unique feature of the design is created in the pronounced 
plunging roofline of three corners to the first storey, a feature which is 
credited with naming the building the "Hurricane Houselr . The princip^aT^>f 
the hexagon and the plunging rooflines is attributed to Johnson 1 s the'Sfy that 
the reduction of sharp angles would prevent damage from high winds. The lines 
of the angles are accentuated by diagonal placement of the clapboard siding. 
Cornice treatment on the non-plunging three corners is accentuated by thin 
strips of clapboard which conform to an outward curve; the culmination of which 
boasts a lathe-turned pendent. Large panes of plate glass are placed at the 
corners; smaller subsidiary windows have been added at a later date. Front and 
rear entry doors are double in arrangement and are placed at corners so that 
each door faces a different plane of the hexagon.

The interior of the first floor of the J.B.Johnson House is comprised of 
four rooms which open onto a central hall which bisects the .plan from front to 
rear. The hall is entered through a pair of doors positioned at the corner of 
the hexagon. To the right off the hall is a double parlor; to the left are 
the dining room and.-kitchen. The second floor comprises four bedrooms and a 
bath and is reached via a stairway accessible only through the rear vestibule.

With the exception of the kitchen, walls are decorated with simple geometric 
stencilling on finished plaster. There is no stencilling in the kitchen. 
Woodwork on the first floor has undergone alterations during the first decade 
of the twentieth century; the only vestiges of the Italianate treatment survive 
in the double doors.

The J.B. Johnson House is presently unoccupied and in a deteriorating 
condition. It has recently been acquired by the present owner who is con­ 
templating restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Hurricane" House was the home of John B. Johnson, pioneer resident and 
merchant of Osakis. Johnson was borii in Wbddstdck, Ohio in 18#1 arid moved to 
Illinois with his family. After serving in the Civil War, Johnson located in 
Sauk Centre, Minnesota in 1866. In 1868 Johnson and a cousin permanently settled 
in Osakis and became the first general merchants in the community when they 
opened a trading post and general store dealing in basic supplies exchanged for 
furs and other barter.

Besides operating a post office out of this store, Johnson invested in the 
grain business, building the first grain elevator in Osakis. He married 
Rebecca Fannehall in 1872, also an Ohio native who settled in Osakis with her 
family. Together with his wife, who acted as manager and cashier, they opened 
and ran the first bank which stands today.

This house is the second house that Johnson built. The first was destroyed 
by a tornado which explains the unique architecture of the present house. For 
many years the Johnson House was the showplace of Osakis, an example of the 
influence that John and Rebecca had on the business growth of the community.

John and Rebecca lived until 1937 and 1940 respectively and are buried 
in the local cemetery.
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