GMC 'AO. . ‘ns

NPS Form 10-900

-8y EXP. 10/3!/84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service Ao f  for NPS use onfy
National Register of Historic Places ‘reived OCT 14 1 4,
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions in How (o Complete National Register Forms

1. Name

historic -IWIfTALriFus”hoate House

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number N Lynde Stt=eelr not tor publication

city, town Sal em

state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) X private unoccupied A commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process A yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Rufus Choate Associates
street & number c/o Kenneth E. Lindauer, 14 Lynde Street

city, town Salem N/A vicinity of state  Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. South Essex District Regi stry of Deeds
street & number 32 Federal Street
city, town Salem state  Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets

titte of the Commonwealth # Z(p/H3Z has this property been determined eligible? yes no
date 1979 federal A state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town  Boston state Massachusetts



7. Description Rfus choate House, Salem M

Condi tion Check one Check one
excellent _ _ deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins A altered moved date AllA
fair unexposed /

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Rufus Choate House is a Federal period structure in doantown Sal em Massachusetts.
The building faces south on Lynde Street, a block from one of Salems nain thoroughfares,
Véshington Street. [tssmall urban | ot is contained within a small-scal e nei ghborhood

of residential structures, which now house a variety of uses.

Built in 1787, the Choate House is three stories high with a hip roof, clapboard siding,
a granite foundation, and twin interior chimneys. The main block of the house is one
story deep with a center entrance; a gabled 3-story ell at the rear of the building is
also original. Continuing northward from this ell are two 1-story additions, the
southerly section featuring a gabled roof and the northerly section, a flat roof. At
the northeast corner between the main block and original ell stands a flat roofed, 2-
story addition containing one room on each floor.

Because of the nunerous el ls and additions, fenestration is irregular on the sideand
rear, elevations. Prior to the recent restoration, sash generally contained 2/2 lights;
these have been replaced with new &6 sash. The symetrical facade of the Choate House
is five bays long; its center entrance is surnounted by a bracketed canopy and rectangul ar
I:[L)S%BW ndow Separating the property from the street is acast iron fence erected i n

The house apparently remained intact until its ownership by the Northend family (1871-
1935). In the last quarter of the 19th century, several changes were made. The
original front steps were replaced with the present granite stairs, and the old door-
way (appearajice unknown) was replaced with a new double doorway, hood, and bay window
above. At that period-, if not before, 2/2 sash was installed throughout the house,
and the 2-story, flat roofed addition was constructed. The original one-story woodshed
behind the original ell was extended northerly at various times. During the second
quarter of this century, the house was re-sided with asphalt shingles.

During the restoration of 1980-81, which was certified by the National Park Service for
tax act purposes, the Choate Hbuse vas re-clapboarded, &6 sash was installed on all
w ndows, and shutters were re-introduced tothe facade.



8. Significance Ruf us Choat e House, Sal em M

Period Areas of Significance—Check
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric
1400-1499 archeology-historic
1500-1599 agriculture
1600-1699 % architecture

_X_1700-1799 art
1800-1899 commerce
1900- communications

Specific dates 1787 Bui

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics

education

engineering

. exploration/settlement
industry

. invention

Ider/Architect

N/A

landscape architecture,

law
literature

. military

music
philosophy
politics/government

The Rufus Choate Hbuse retains integrity of design, location, and setting. _
is significant for its associationwith a promnent statesman and as a representation

of Federal

period development in Salem; it meets criteria B and C of the National

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater

. transportation
. other (specify)

The property

Register.

The Choate Hbouse was constructed in 1787 f or Boenezer Beckford, a promnent Sal emnerchant,

More significantly, between 1825 and
(1799-1859), a |awer, orator, and po

1334,
litician.

Buring

served in the Massachusetts legislature and in the United States Congress.
Sl emfor Boston in 1834 and subse%uent lc}/ served as United States Senator, Massachusetts
r ent

Attorney General, and founder and

prof essi onal

esi
Choate' s el oquence and intelligence were well Kk ot
practice but also through his public |ectures and political

the building was occupied by Rufus Choate
his residency in Salem Choate
Choate |eft

of the Massachusetts Bar Association.
known in his tine, not only through his
activities.

Choate i s considered by sone t ohave fol | owed i n the footsteps of Daniel Vébster.

In 1873 the Choate Hbouse was bought by Wl iamDrunmer Northend, a cel ebrated crininal

| awyer i n New Engl and.

the nost accurate historical writers

of the period.

Author of The O d Bay Col ony, Northend was al so known as one of
H s daughter Mry Northend, who

lived at the Choate House nost of her |ife, maintained an extensive collection of photo-
graphic negatives (nore than 16, 000) of historic houses, and published nany articles on

colonial buildings.

During much of the 20th century, the Choate Hbuse was used as a boarding
renovation has recenty been conpleted, convertingthe building touse as

Substant i al
1aw offices.

Architecturally,
Federal period in Salem
housing during an eraof great

I'tssinmle

t he Choate House provides an excellent

but el egant

prosperity and devel opment

i nSal em

house f or nen.

representationof the
design typifies mddle class



9. Major Bibliographical References

see continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 4,800+ square feet

Quadrangle name Salem, Mass. Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UMT References
.. B
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached nap,
List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state N/A code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with Elaine B. Finbury and
nameftitle Kenneth E. Linduaer, Rufus Choate Associates

organizaton = Massachusetts Historical Commission date May 17,1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national State local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V}JjI{X.L ~N N AAQMA(KA

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission “te UJX" Sf,

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

luL" date ///~/<f

r of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

['7S'3~
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Continuation et Rufus Choate House Sadlem, MA itemnumbar Bibliography 1

Title and Probate records of owners of record of 14 Lynde Street from Ebenezer and
Hannah Beckford 1785 td 1971.

Title records, Essex Registry of Deeds, Salon, MAssachusetts.

Probate and Inventory records, Essex Registry of Probate, Salem Massachusetts.

Essex Institute Historical Collections, Salem Mssachusetts.

Henessey, Edward F., Address By Chi ef Justice Henessey, Boston Bar Journal, June 9, 1980

Martin, Edward Sandford, Thelife of Joseph Hodges Choate, Charles Scribners, New
York, Novenber 1920.

I ndependent Research Reports: Joyce Cook, Historic Sal em
Robert Booth, Professional
House Researcher, Anesbury, M\
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12. State Historic Proservation Officer Certification

o mmf loex

13. Other

IMaps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date_

Phone: 202

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

272 -350<












COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Mmini m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL o¢2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 31, 1982

M. Jerry Rogers

Keeper

National Park Service

M d- Atlantic Regional Office
600 Arch Street

FRoom 9310

Phi | adel phia, PA 19106
Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed are several National Register forns:

uy"Silem: Rufus Choate House (local) newsubmssion - Tliis has been voted eligible
by the State ReviewBoard; the owner supports nom nati on.

BOyal ston: Deacon Cyprian Keyes |fouse/Barlin Acres (local) resubmssion -
addi tional photos have been included.

Concpfrd: Wieel er- Merri amHouse (local) resubmssion - V& have added a boundary
justification,

| pswi ch-Tumer Hill (state) - resubmi ssion - photos anddescriptions of out-
buil di ngs have been added as wel | as a boundary justification.

Please | et ne know i f youlnve any questions.
Sincerely,

OoliichotyJi/n*»

Candace Je™ins

Regi stration Director
Massachusetts Historical GComm ssion

Encl osur es
NATIONAL

Clpg REGISTER



