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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:

The Pitkin Place Historic District is a grouping of seven
residences on the south side of the 300 Block of Pitkin Ave. 1In
the early 1890's the architect-contractor team of George Roe
and E.W. Shutt built six of the seven homes on the block, the
seventh home not being constructed until 1911. A stone retaining
wall which adds a distinctive sense of continuity to ‘the block,
combined -with deciduous trees which shade each residence,. remains
as evidence of the 'totality of design of ‘Pitkin Place. - -

No. 1 Pitkin Place, was built between 1893-1894 and,with .its -
two large store lions guarding the steps, is the most decorative
Victorian styled house on the block. Featured in the book titled
Gaslights and Gingerbread (p.88), No. 1 Pitkin Place is described
as a "gargoyle house...made of native pink stone, probably quarried

at nearby Stone City...There is a tower with a steeple top, a tower
with carved pillars and battlement. There are enormous archways
carved with flowers and leaves, and -a porch -with .checkerboard
stonework. Impish faces peer from designs in the stone, and

one saucy face is sticking out his tongue." The heavy massing of
this gabled 'residence, coupled with the extensive use of large
archways and deep window reveals, follows the Richardsonian
tradition. Other noteworthy features are the quarter-round
windows, the squat Richardsonian chimneys, the crenels atop the
battlement, and the string coursing which stress the horizontal

alignment of the structure.

No. 2 Pitkin Place, is quite complex and characteristic of the
Queen Anne style. The steep multi-gabled roof is composed of
differing materials, wood shingles, decorative shingles, and

brick facing. A swept or eyebrow window is located high on the
roofline, followed by a brick-faced pediment with a circular
window, and below that a smaller irregular-shaped shingle pediment
with-a carved decorative motif.
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The windows throughout the residence are of irregular size, and
except for those noted, all are double-hung and rectangular in shape.
The smaller irregular pediment noted above is faced with two
narrow windows, with the upper portion broken into two lights.
The center windows on this same pediment have upper portions
broken into four lights each.

Entrance is gained beneath a simple shingle-faced veranda.

The veranda is supported by three sets of simple -coupled columns. .

No. 3 Pitkin Place, is constructed of pink rock-faced stone, and

although smaller in scale than No. 1, is just as impressive.
The outstanding design features of this third residence include:
the three-story tower on the west side, with its second-story
open-air porch formed by the massive arches and checkerboard
stonework; the semi-elliptical stained glass window high on the
front gable; the variety of dormer shapes dotting the roofline;
the use of decorative shingling and bargeboard on the west side
gable; the squat Richardsonian chimneys contrasting with the
East Lake furniture-like turnposts supporting the lower porch;
and the gingerbread trim found on the second-story encased porch.
"No. 4 Pitkin Place,was constructed in 1892, and is very similar
in shape and scale to No. 2 Pitkin Place. With a hip and valley
roof covered with wooden shingles, No. 4 Pitkin Place has many

distinguishing characteristics of the 19th Century Queen Anne
style. The fenestration is irregular, though most of the windows
are again double hung, rectangular windows. The structure is
composed of various materials and textures, most notable are:

(1) the fish scale shingling which surrounds the semi-elliptical
window on the lower front dormer; and (2) the elaborate barge-
board on the eave of the main front gable, all which contrast

handsomely with the basic brick exterior wall material. No. 4
Pitkin has gone through minor alterations and modifications.
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The columns supporting the porch are now brick, and metal awn-
ings have been added to all double hung windows.
No. 5 Pitkin Place is a multi-gabled structure of brick, shingles,

and stone. The uppermost gable is faced with decorative shingling
and has a semi-circular window with an arched surround. The most
unique feature on this residence is the circular balcony with
decorative brackets and panelled balustrade. The main window

is detailed with a full arch surround of stone which then flows
into string coursing. Entrance to No. 5 Pitkin Place is gained
beneath a veranda supported by eight Doric columns resting on a
massive sandstone balustrade.

No. 6 Pitkin Place is the only residence on the block which was a

later addition. Although another structure did exist on this
site as early as 1895, the existing building was constructed in
1911. This structure is rated as a supporting residence in the
district, as its design and scaling are compatible with the re-
mainder of the block. No. 6 Pitkin Place is characteristic of
the bungaloid style popularized in the early 1900's. Although
the structure gives the appearance of being one-story, with roof
space made usable by a solitary dormer, it is actually a two-story
structure with eight rooms. The upper story of the structure is
shingle, painted an olive green, while the lower story is olive
green brick. The facade portrays a large gallery supported by
two central Doric columns.

The last home on Pitkin Place, No. 7, is constructed of stone
and brick. Again a multi-gabled structure, No. 7 has a large three-
and-one-half story tower on the east side. The tower is topped
with a finial, and has a unique set of square-shaped windows cir-
cling the upper portion. The lower portion of the tower contrasts

the vertical elements with the sandstone string coursing. -The
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facade is composed of three gables and one shed-like dormer.

The smallest gable, similar in design to the irregular gable found
at No. 2 Pitkin, is superimposed on the main gable with its deco-
rative shingling and small semi-circular window. Atop the other

ma jor front facing gable is a granite ball. This gable is again
faced in shingles and has a large semi-circular window with radi-
ating voussoirs of sandstone. No. 7, like all the other residences
on the block, has a veranda with pediment and is supported by Doric
columns. The windows, except for those noted, are all double hung.

BOUNDARTES, PITKIN PLACE HISTORIC DISTRICT:

The boundaries of the Pitkin Place Historic District, which
are the original historic boundaries of the subdivision, can be
defined as follows: Beginning at the corner of Pitkin and Van
Buren Ave. the boundary proceeds SW down Van Buren to the alley
and then turns left to follow the alley around to Jackson. The
boundary then follows Jackson to Pitkin Ave. and then Pitkin back
to its intersection with Van Buren Ave. There are no intrusions
within the district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
'The Pitkin Place Historic District is significant not only
because it is .one of the first subdivisions.in .Pueblo, buf .because
it contains structures notable both for their architecture,Aandh
their association with personages in the important steel manu-
facturer.now known as Colorado Fuel and Iron Co. (CF&I).
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Developed early in the 1890's on land owned by the Colorado
Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I) as an exclusive subdivision, Pitkin
Place is a linear grouping of architecturally significant
residential structure which, because of their visual continuity,
exhibit a upique  character within the immediate area.With the .
exception of the 1911 home, each of the other six structures,
examples of Victorian architecture, contain common design elements
such as placement of gables, repetition of entrances and porch
projections, similarities of fenestration as well as common ma- .. .
terials, such as pink-faced stone, decorative shingling,
brick and roof texture. This continuity is further reinforced
by the siting of the structures; the result is a neighborhood
with a strong visual unity and an elegant beauty which led to
it being featured locally on picture post cards.

Among the early residents of Pitkin Place were a number
associated with the management of C.F.&I.'s rail mill who re-
sided at #3 Pitkin Place.

With the exception of #6 Pitkin Place, which was construct-
ed in 1911, the houses in the district are intact and unchanged.
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Yet even #6 Pitkin Place, with its compatible design and scaling,
1s unobtrusive to the rest of the block. The result is a neigh-

borhood whose integrity is intact and which contains excellent
examples of Victorian architecture.



Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NPS USE ONS..Y
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED JUL o 1977
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

4 O ATE ENTERED. o . . 11978- "‘;
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENIERES. U

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 2

Dallas, Sandra. Gaslights and Gingerbread. Denver, Colo.:
Sage Books, 1965.
Historic Preservation Plan. Savannah, Georgia: U. S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development, 1973.
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